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Abstract:
This article concentrates on designing of frequency 
control and protection strategies for wind turbines during 
overfrequency emergencies. Critical overfrequency 
event on North-Eastern part of the UCTE network on 
4th November 2006 is considered as a base case for 
investigation. A single bus power system model is 
developed to analyse the protection settings for this 
case and then to propose and discuss the design and 
recommendations for overfrequency control settings for 
wind turbines.

The results of the investigation show that modification 
of the protection settings alone may not be sufficient 
to prevent frequency instability especially when wind 
power penetration is high and system inertia is low.   
Robust overfrequency emergency control strategies 
from wind turbines can therefore be required.  The 
article provides the design for control parameter settings 
for different degrees of wind power penetration. The 
performance of the proposed frequency control with the 
developed settings is validated by means of simulations 
with the large scale pan-European model.

1. Introduction
Wind energy will increasingly make larger contributions 
to electricity generation throughout the world. It is 
expected that wind energy will meet 15.7% and 28.5% 
of European electricity consumption in 2020 and 2030 
respectively [2]. In order to operate power systems in 
a reliable, secured manner and with stable frequency, 
generation should always be able to match demand in 

the system. There are many uncertainties in the system, 
namely uncertainties due to outages, load, generation, 
weather etc. Generally, these uncertainties are handled 
with the help of operating power reserves. However, 
if the power reserves are not sufficient to contain a 
sudden severe frequency change, the system might be 
driven further from an alert state into an emergency 
situation activating defence plans [3, 4, 5, 6]. Emergency 
situation with respect to frequency can be of two types 
– underfrequency and overfrequency. This article deals 
with overfrequency emergency situation for a power 
system operating with high penetration of controllable 
wind power generation.

During overfrequency events power generating plants 
must reduce their active power outputs depending on 
their scheduled frequency response capabilities. These 
overfrequency control capabilities and overfrequency 
sensitive modes are defined in the ENTSO-E network 
code [7]. Transmission system operators (TSOs) in 
Europe design their overfrequency stability measures 
considering these requirements during the alert state 
after a contingency [8], [9]. If the power system remains 
insecure after implementing the required overfrequency 
control in the alert state, other measures, known as special 
protection schemes, are required to restore the network to 
a stable operating point in the emergency state [9]. Such 
protection schemes against overfrequency instability are 
traditionally implemented for conventional power plants 
(CPPs) and HVDC transmission links. The generator 
rejection schemes generally involve tripping of the CPP 
unit, especially for hydro-generators [10], while the 
flexible control capabilities of HVDC transmission links 
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closed-loop response to reduce power generation from 
WTs during over-frequencies maintaining connection of 
the WTs to the grid.

In this article, the protection settings and the 
overfrequency control mechanisms for converter 
connected WTs are investigated during the alert 
and emergency states of a large scale power system. 
Furthermore, different wind power penetration levels 
are considered, in order to recommend more robust 
protection settings and control parameters. The 
recommendations are proposed based on the North-
Eastern part of the UCTE, and accordingly, they are 
validated through simulations of the PEGASE pan-
European model [17]. The proposed recommendations 
can be considered by the TSOs for future transmission 
networks with high shares of wind power. In Section 
2, a UCTE single-bus model, which is adapted from 
the PEGASE pan-European model, is developed 
and validated with frequency measurements from 
4th November 2006. Accordingly, considering this 
benchmark case, modification of the WT protection 
settings is implemented as per existing ENTSO-E 
recommendations [7]. 

The article is organised as follows. First the power system 
model with different wind power penetrations is briefly 
presented. In Section 3, overfrequency control for WTs 
is developed with modified protection settings. Based on 
the defined protection settings and control parameters, 
a sensitivity analysis is performed in Section 4 in order 
to recommend a droop value for various wind power 
penetration scenarios. Validation of the overfrequency 
protection settings and the proposed overfrequency 
control is presented in Section 5 by simulating the 
PEGASE pan-European model for the 4th November 
2006 event. Finally, the conclusive remarks are reported, 
and the track for future work is briefly expressed.

2. Power system model with 
various wind power penetration 
levels
In order to investigate the impact and benefit of 
controlling the output of WTs, regarding frequency 
stability during overfrequency events, the North-
Eastern area of the UCTE network disturbance on 4th 

can be exploited for fast power flow changes across 
the connected AC networks [11]. In the latter case, the 
DC power can be either ramped down or up (taking 
advantage of the short-term overload capability) to assist 
frequency stability. 

Frequency support from wind turbines (WTs) are of 
particular interest during these emergency situations, 
especially if penetration of wind power is high in such 
operational hours. Although, considerable research has 
been performed with respect to WT support during 
underfrequency situations [12, 13], however, WTs 
and wind power plants (WPPs) have not been widely 
investigated in the literature, particularly with respect to 
overfrequency control and overfrequency protection.

In high wind power generation scenarios, CPPs may 
be operated closer to their minimum regulating level, 
and therefore they may have limited ramping down 
capabilities. Accordingly, some CPPs might be de-
commissioned or offline in future (high wind) scenarios. 
In such situations, the rotational inertia of the network 
can become worryingly low since converter connected 
controllable wind turbines do not inherently add inertia 
to the system [14]-[16], which can be a challenge for 
the network following a large disturbance when the rate 
of change of frequency (RoCoF) is high, resulting in 
high peak frequencies (zeniths) during overfrequency 
events. This, in turn, can trigger the overfrequency 
protection systems of generating plants resulting in 
frequency instability and cascading disconnections in 
the emergency state. Such situations can be particularly 
critical in island power systems, where the number of 
online synchronous generators and the rotational inertia 
is naturally low. However, similar events can also occur 
in interconnected systems, as was the case experienced in 
4th November 2006, when the Union for the Co-ordination 
of Transmission of Electricity (UCTE) network was split 
into three areas with the North-Eastern area experiencing 
an overfrequency situation [1], [8]. This situation can be 
considered as an important benchmark case for assessing 
the impact and opportunities for WTs in analysing their 
protection settings and frequency control parameters. It is 
worth noting the general difference between control and 
protection settings of WTs here. Protection is the open-loop 
triggering of functions that disconnect WTs from the grid, 
whereas control (here) means continuously acting, while 
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WPPs started reconnecting resulting in a further small 
increase in frequency at time=140 sec depicted in Figure 
1(b). This situation was particularly concerning, since 
many of the conventional generators were already 
operating at their minimum output at this point and 
were unable to provide further frequency support (i.e. 
by lowering their power output). Through a co-ordinated 
manual control of CPPs (i.e. generator rescheduling, 
etc.) from all involved TSOs, the frequency was finally 
stabilized, being subsequently possible to reconnect the 
sub-systems together in more than half an hour [1].  

2.2. Single-Bus Model of North-Eastern UCTE Area

As the emphasis in this article is mainly on wind turbines 
capabilities to support frequency stability during 
overfrequency events,  only the frequency characteristic 
of the North-Eastern part of UCTE is modelled in 
this work, as this area was the only one  experiencing 
overfrequency situation during the 4th November 2006 
event. Also, this area had substantial proportion of 
installed wind power. This installed capacity is expected 
to increase further, mainly with the development of large 
offshore wind power plants in North Sea region. This 
provides further justification for the need of the studies 
provided in this article.

Single-bus models are usually recommended by 
ENTSO-E for frequency stability studies for Continental 
European (CE) network [18]. Figure 2 depicts the 
implemented single-bus model of the North-Eastern area 
of the UCTE network, including models for:
•	 steam,	nuclear,	and	hydro	governor	[17]
•	 active	power	control	dynamics	of	the	IEC	Type	4A	WT	

model [19]
•	 overfrequency	and	underfrequency	protection	settings	of	

the CPPs and WTs
•	 emergency	active	power	control	of	the	HVDC	links	to	

the neighbouring synchronous area
•	 frequency	dependent	 loads	with	1%/Hz	self-regulation	

November 2006 has been implemented using a single 
bus power system model. The single bus model is 
adapted from the PEGASE pan-European model [17], 
and the modifications introduced relate to the network 
split and modelling of the WTs. The recommendations 
on protection and control developed on single bus model 
is validated in detailed PEGASE pan-European model.

2.1. UCTE Disturbance on 4th November 2006

On 4th November 2006, the cascading events caused a 
large disturbance in the UCTE network and the overall 
network was split into three separate systems [1], as 
shown in Figure 1(a). After the split, the North-Eastern 
area (depicted by lightest grey in Figure 1(a)) had a 
generation surplus of more than 10 GW (i.e. around 
17% of the total generation in this area) and therefore 
experienced an overfrequency situation. Figure 1b 
illustrates the frequency response recordings after the 
split in all the three areas.

After the split, the North-Eastern area had a wind power 
generation of more than 6 GW (10% of total generation) 
which started disconnecting at a frequency of around 51 
Hz, according to [1]. The maximum transient frequency 
experienced by this isolated area went as high as 51.4 
Hz. This transient peak could be a local frequency value 
observed resulting from measurement inaccuracies. 
Nevertheless, the frequency value rose as high as 50.78 
Hz dynamically and shown afterwards in this article. 
The system frequency was lowered to 50.3 Hz through 
automatic pre-defined actions (primary control – standard 
and emergency range, activation of speed control of 
certain generating units) and automatic tripping of 
the generating units sensitive to high frequency value 
(mainly WPPs). Tripping of wind power generation 
with an estimated value of 6200 MW (approx. 5400 
MW located in the North of Germany and 800 MW in 
Austria) played the crucial role in decreasing frequency 
during the first seconds of the disturbance.

Figure 1.  (a) Schematic map of UCTE network after the split into three areas and (b) Frequency response of the three areas [1] 
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with a systematic approach. In Figure 3, the simulation 
result and the measurement data are compared for the 
first 30 s, given that the subsequent happenings of the 
event, until reconnection of the separated areas in UCTE 
network, are out of scope for this work.

Figure 3.  Measured and simulated frequency response for North-Eastern  
part of the UCTE.

As depicted in Figure 3, the simulated frequency using 
a single bus model matches well with the measurement 
data except during the initial transients. These transients 
in frequency measurements, which typically result 
from phase shifts or local frequency oscillations at the 
instance of the split, can’t be reproduced by the single-
bus model, as this only represents centroid frequency 
response and not the local frequency dynamics. Notice 
that after the initial transients, both the measured and 
the simulated frequency increase up to 50.78 Hz, 
which represents the centroid frequency of the system. 
There are several generation disconnections and 
reconnections occurring around this peak frequency 
(50.78 Hz) as seen by the sharp changes in frequency 
between 5 and 10 sec. 

The comparison between the frequency measurement 
and the simulated frequency validates the single-
bus model in respect to the overfrequency dynamics, 
and therefore this model can be conveniently used to 
investigate the design and the recommendations for the 
WT overfrequency control settings at different wind 
power penetration levels.

2.3. Impacts of Increasing Wind Power Penetration 
on power system behaviour

[20].

•	 export	to	the	neighbouring	areas	through	ac	connection

Figure 2.  Single-bus power system model for the North-Eastern area  
of the UCTE

Limitation of the single-bus model is that voltage 
dependencies and network congestions can’t be 
modelled. Voltage dependencies of the loads can be 
important in overfrequency situations as frequency 
emergencies can trigger voltage instabilities. However, 
these studies are not considered in this article.

The total scheduled generation output is approximately 
52 GW and the total export from the North-Eastern area 
to other areas of UCTE is 10 GW. The contingency 
resulted due to the disconnection of this area from the 
UCTE network, has been thus modelled as a loss of the 
10 GW export in the model, resulting in step increase 
of 10GW of excess generation. The governor controllers 
are modelled based on the EUROSTAG library for 
nuclear, steam and hydro power plants [21], while the 
WT models are implemented according to IEC 61400-
27 [19]. In the UCTE report [1] , it is mentioned that 
during the split there were disconnections of other 
generations as well apart from wind power. Therefore, 
in order to match the frequency measurements from 
this report, disconnection of 2 GW of steam-based 
generation at 50.78 Hz is modelled and simulated. 
Multiple disconnections and reconnections of the WTs 
have been simulated, resulting in the net disconnection 
of around 2.25 GW of WTs during the 30 s after the split. 
All	the	events,	connections/disconnections	and	dynamics	
implemented in this model are based on UCTE report [1] 
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wind power penetration would be to keep some CPPs 
operating at their minimum set points while deregulating 
(curtailing) the WTs. Although such a strategy would not 
reduce the system inertia of the system, it is inherently 
expensive and has therefore not been considered in the 
present studies. 

Figure 4.  Wind Power Penetration vs. Inertia Constant in north-eastern 
area of UCTE.

A set of simulations with the aforementioned wind 
power penetration levels have been carried out assuming 
the same protection settings as on  4th November 
2006 disturbance, which led to the disconnection and 
reconnection of the WTs in the North-Eastern part of 
the UCTE. Figure 5 illustrates the base case frequency 
response and the simulation results for different wind 
power penetrations higher than 10%. The overfrequency 
protection settings of WTs for the results shown in 
Figure 5 are derived from measurements and based on the 
protection settings for UCTE network on 4th November, 
2006 and are not strictly conforming to the current required 

In order to understand the effects of increased wind power 
generation levels on the power system frequency stability 
during overfrequency emergency events, the developed 
single-bus model for the frequency characteristic of the 
North-Eastern part of UCTE is assumed as the base case. 

The wind power penetration is defined in this work as the 
ratio of the wind power generation capacity to the total 
power generation capacity. According to this definition, 
the wind penetration level is (approximately) 10% in the 
base case. 

Different wind power penetration levels from 10% to 
80% have been further implemented, while keeping the 
system demand constant. Table I shows the different 
generation scenarios for different degrees of wind power 
penetration.

In order to study maximum support from wind power 
plants during overfrequency emergency, WTs are 
assumed to be operated at their maximum capacity 
without down-regulation and at rated power. Until the 
40% level, online capacity from conventional generators 
remains unchanged, although their power set points are 
reduced towards their minimum output levels. At 40% 
wind power penetration, most of the CPPs are operated 
close to their minimum set points. Thereby, when the 
wind power penetration is increased beyond 40%, the 
online capacity from conventional generations needs to 
be reduced, and thereby reducing the rotational inertia 
of the system.

The inertia constant for different levels of wind power 
penetration is shown in Figure 4. It should be noticed 
that when the penetration rises above 40%, the inertia 
constant of the network starts to decrease getting below 
1.5 s when the wind penetration is higher than 70%. It is 
worth mentioning that an alternative strategy to increase 

Table I. Generation Scenarios for different degrees of wind power penetration
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schemes [5] could be developed for future power systems 
which distinguish between underfrequency (insufficient 
generation) and overfrequency (excess generation) 
events. A set of simulations have been performed with 
the protection settings modified according to the current 
grid code requirements for various wind power levels. 
In current ENTSO-E network grid code, all generators 
are required to remain connected for overfrequency up 
to 51.5 Hz for at least 30 minutes. The simulation results 
for the frequency responses are shown in Figure 6. It is 
clearly seen that the overfrequency peak value becomes 
higher as the penetration level increases. Notice that 
when the wind power penetration is 60%, the peak 
frequency reaches 51.5 Hz, and thereby potentially 
triggering the protection relay of the generators rendering 
the network unstable. This implies that modification of 
the protection settings alone can’t prevent frequency 
instability, especially with high shares of wind power. 
Accordingly, at wind power penetrations of 10% and 
40% the initial RoCoF is identical due to same amount 
of spinning synchronous generation while, at 60% wind 
power penetration level the RoCoF is higher due to the 
reduced online inertia. 

It is thus clear that modification of the overfrequency 
protection settings of 51.5 Hz for all units alone is 
insufficient to prevent frequency instability, and that 
overfrequency control support from WTs becomes 
an	 obvious	 need/option,	 especially	 at	 wind	 power	
penetration higher than 60%.

3. Overfrequency control of wind 
turbines 
The ENTSO-E network code [7] defines the operational 
limit for the overfrequency withstand capability and also 
the design specifications for the overfrequency control, 
described as the limited overfrequency sensitive mode 
for all the generators. When operating in this mode, 

settings from the ENTSO-E network code [7]. It can be 
seen in Figure 5 that sharp changes in frequencies due to 
undesired disconnection and reconnection of WTs can 
cause large (upward and downward) frequency excursions 
and thus frequency instability. It is observed that until 40% 
wind power penetration, disconnection of WTs is capable 
of mitigating the overfrequency. Notice in Figure 5 that for 
wind power penetration of 50% the RoCoF is bigger than 
40% penetration, and this is due to the fact that in this case 
the inertia of the system is much lower (i.e. 3.61 s instead 
of 5.12 s) due to displacement of CPPs. Disconnection of 
WTs may not be sufficient to prevent instability in such 
scenarios when system inertia is low. Accordingly, sudden 
disconnection of a large volume of WTs in the low inertia 
system causes the frequency to fall to 49.26 Hz. Although 
the system stabilises at 49.63 Hz, the frequency response 
is poor and on the verge of load shedding. It is also worth 
mentioning that when the wind power penetration is 60%, 
the large disturbance cause frequency excursion with even 
higher RoCoF, as the system inertial constant is even lower, 
i.e. only 2.41 s. In such system, sudden disconnection of 
a large volume of WTs causes the frequency to reach 49 
Hz, and thereby initiating load shedding and emphasizing 
the ineffectiveness of the existing overfrequency protection 
settings. It becomes therefore evident that the protection 
settings of the WTs need to be modified in order to handle 
overfrequency disturbances at times of high penetration 
of wind power. The over-frequency protection for this 
exercise is a single trigger frequency and delay (if any). 
This	work	ignores	the	staggering	of	trip	thresholds	and/or	
delays. Design and effects of staggering of trip thresholds 
and/or	delays	should	be	studied	in	details	in	future	works	
to understand whether it can help in preventing frequency 
instabilities in future power systems with high penetration 
of wind power.

In this work, the focus has been on implementation of 
load shedding scheme according to the recommendations 
given by ENTSO-E [8]. However, smart load shedding 

Figure 5.  Simulated frequency response for various wind power penetrations 
with the same protection settings as 4th November 2006

Figure 6.  Frequency response for various wind power levels with modified 
protection settings according to [7]
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4. Overfrequency control 
recommendations for various 
wind power penetration levels
A set of sensitivity studies for the impacts of various wind 
power penetration levels has been performed incorporating 
the developed WT overfrequency control into the WT 
model in the single-bus power system model depicted in 
Figure 2. The sensitivities of interdependencies between 
ramp rate, activation delay and droop settings are studied 
in	details	in	[23].	In	these	studies,	a	ramp	rate	of	0.1	p.u./s	
[22] is considered with an activation delay of 0.5 s and a 
droop parameter (droop_wind) which is varied between 
2% and 10%. Figure 8 shows the simulation results of the 
sensitivity analysis for the10%, 40%, 60% and 70% wind 
power penetration levels, respectively, with and without 
overfrequency control support from WTs.

Figure 8a depicts the frequency response for 10% 
wind power penetration for different values of the 
droop parameter. Notice that for this low wind power 
penetration, there is no considerable improvement in 
the frequency response with the overfrequency control 
support from WTs compared to the case without any 
support from WTs. However, this is not the case for an 
increased wind power penetration of 40%, , when, as 
depicted in Figure 8b, the overfrequency control support 
has a considerable impact, namely  an improvement in 
the steady state frequency of at least 500 mHz depending 
on the value of the droop parameter. Figure 8d depicts 
the 40% case, when the CPPs are operating closer to 
lower active power limits. Notice that in this case, as 
CPPs are not able to reduce their output, the steady-
state frequency is higher than that for 10% case. It is 
clear here the beneficial impact of the overfrequency 
control from WTs. As expected, the lower the droop 
parameter, the better the frequency response becomes. A 
droop parameter of 2% can be thus recommended for the 
considered conditions.

generators shall be capable of activating a frequency 
response above a frequency threshold with a droop 
setting specified by the relevant TSOs. The frequency 
threshold is defined between 50.2 Hz and 50.5 Hz. In 
addition, the range for the droop value is between 2% 
and 12%. Considering all these design specifications, 
the overfrequency control structure for WTs, depicted 
in Figure 7, is developed in order to support frequency 
stability. It is worth mentioning that the overfrequency 
control of WT depend on a set of parameters like 
activation delay, droop settings and ramping rate.

Figure 7.  Overfrequency control structure of WT

The input to the overfrequency control is the frequency 
deviation	 (∆f),	 while	 the	 output	 is	 the	 active	 power	
deviation	(∆Poverf)	which	is	in	added	to	the	active	power	
set point of WT model [19]. As can be seen in Figure 
7, the total delay is composed of a measurement delay 
(TdelayMeas) and a power activation delay (TdelayP). 
The values of the parameters for the overfrequency 
control depicted in Figure 7, are given in Table II.

Table II. Parameters for WT overfrequency control
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In this work, the synthetic inertial support from WTs is 
modelled as described in [24]. As shown in Figure 9a, the 
synthetic inertia contribution from WTs is incorporated 
in parallel with the droop-based frequency support 
model of WTs. 

Figure 9.  (a) Synthetic inertial support incorporated within overfrequency 
control of WTs, and (b) Frequency response at 70% wind power level with 

synthetic inertial support.

As illustrated in Figure 8d, at 70% wind power penetration 
(without considering synthetic inertia), the system 
becomes unstable regardless of the droop setting, due to 
high frequency oscillations. The beneficial impact of the 
synthetic inertia support from WTs is depicted in Figure 
9b, where it can be seen that the frequency is stabilised 
even for lower values of the droop settings, i.e.  6% or 
8%, respectively. It should be noticed that the steady-state 
frequency is improved with the more responsive 6% droop 
settings and therefore this value is the recommended WT 
droop settings at 70% wind penetration. 

From the above studies, it is clear that improper settings 
for overfrequency control of WTs can invoke frequency 
instability and this issue becomes more prominent 
at high wind power penetration levels. It is worth 
concluding that low droop settings for WT generators 
are viable choice in high inertia systems with low wind 
penetration, while high droop settings may be suitable 
for low inertia systems with high wind penetration.

5. Validation of proposed 

Fig. 8.  Sensitivity analysis of WT droop parameter with various wind power 
penetration levels, (a) 10% penetration (b) 40% penetration (c) 60% penetration 
(d) 70% penetration.

When the wind power penetration is increased beyond 
40%, the online inertia of the system starts decreasing, as 
previously indicated in Figure 4. Figure 8c illustrates how 
the network, due to a low inertia, becomes unstable at 
60% wind power penetration when there is no frequency 
support from WTs. It is further noticed that  for this high 
wind power penetration, the network can become unstable 
even with overfrequency control support from WTs for 
a low value of 2% for the droop parameter, having a 
reduced damping and attenuation It is however noticeable 
that, the network is stable for frequency support from WTs 
with a droop parameter of 4-10%. A droop setting of 4% 
is therefore recommended for a wind power penetration 
level of 60%. Figure 8d indicates that, when the wind 
power is increased further to 70%, the online rotational 
inertia of the network is so low that overfrequency support 
from WTs at any droop setting (2%-12%) is insufficient to 
prevent any frequency instability. 

An additional control action to emulate the inertia 
contributions to the system is therefore required from 
WTs. One possible control method can be the synthetic 
[7] or virtual inertia [24]. According to [7], the synthetic 
inertia is the capability provided by WTs to represent 
the effect of inertia of a synchronous power generating 
module to a prescribed level of performance. Such 
synthetic inertial support from WTs is a relevant option 
when the online system inertia is low and the wind 
power penetration is high. 
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in Denmark and Germany. Centroid frequency can be 
seen as the average of all the local frequencies for all 
the buses and therefore the local oscillations in the buses 
are filtered out in centroid frequency response. Figure 
10a shows the centroid frequency response with and 
without support from WTs for the North-Eastern area of 
PEGASE network. The system becomes unstable without 
the support from the WTs while the peak frequency 
is contained within 50.75 Hz when overfrequency 
emergency control from WTs is activated. Observe that 
the local frequencies of Figure 10b varies from each 
other and with the centroid frequency. Remark that 
single bus model only provides the centroid frequency 
and therefore the local phenomenon are not observed in 
this model. Figure 10c shows the wind power output of 2 
WTs in Denmark and Germany. Overfrequency control 
from WTs are based on the local frequency measurement 
from the buses where the WTs are connected. Since, the 
local frequency observed by the WTs are different, the 
power outputs of the WTs also vary from each other. 

6. Conclusion
The emphasis in this article has been on the design and 
recommendations for frequency control and protection 
strategies for converter connected WTs which have a 
crucial role during overfrequency emergencies especially 
in power systems with high wind power penetration and 
reduced inertia. The 4th November 2006 situation, when 
the UCTE network was split into three areas, has been 
considered as a base case for the present investigation, 
with special focus on the North-Eastern part of the 
UCTE experiencing an overfrequency situation which 
provoked a cascade of unintentional disconnections and 
reconnections of the WTs with high risk for frequency 
instability. 

The studies for overfrequency protection settings and 
control strategies for WTs have been performed in the 

recommendations on a large-
scale power system model
In Section 4, the recommendations for the frequency 
control of WTs have been defined based on studies 
on a single-bus power system model, where network 
constraints such as bus voltage magnitudes, line limits, 
network protection are not considered. The performance 
of the frequency control of WTs with the recommended 
settings, proposed in Section 4, is now further validated 
by means of a representative large-scale power system 
model of the European Transmission Network, known 
as PEGASE pan-European EHV network [17]. 

This model is representative for the CE network, 
incorporating 16578 buses, 3240 generators, 14044 lines, 
9654 transformers, and a total load of 400 GW. The model is 
implemented in Eurostag software. The implementation of 
the 4th November 2006 event is carried out by using a slightly 
modified disturbance, since there is incomplete public 
information about the disconnection and reconnection of 
WTs. Furthermore, as the PEGASE pan-European network 
is anonymised, the split is realized as the disconnection 
of the Danish and German networks from the rest of the 
CE network. This assumption is considered feasible and 
valid for demonstrating the impact of high levels of wind 
power penetration and the necessity for overfrequency 
control from WTs, according to [17]. In this context, two 
simulated areas are experiencing a frequency response - 
i.e. overfrequency in North-Eastern Area comprising of 
Germany and Denmark while underfrequency in rest of 
the CE. Overfrequency emergency control is included for 
the WTs in North-Eastern area. The results are presented 
in Figure 10 for wind power penetration levels of 40% and 
value of 2% for the droop setting of the frequency control 
of WT. 

Figure 10a demonstrates the local frequency whereas 
10b depicts the local frequencies at 2 different buses 

Figure 10.  (a) Centroid frequency response of North-Eastern Area in PEGASE pan-European Model with and without frequency support from WTS (b) local 
frequencies observed in Denmark and Germany (c) wind turbine outputs of 2 WTs in Denmark and Germany
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simulations. Additionally, in order to make the simulation 
scenarios more realistic, the estimation accuracy of the 
frequency measurements can be analysed together with 
the wind power variations. In the studies performed in 
this article, droop settings are assumed symmetrical 
both for overfrequency and underfrequency regions. 
Impact of asymmetrical droop settings for WTs for 
overfrequency and underfrequency can therefore be 
investigated in future. It should also be noted that the 
studies presented in this article are initial steps for 
designing the protection and control strategies for WTs 
in overfrequency emergency situations and this work 
can be used for further creative, economic and robust 
control design to address this problem. 

7. Acknowledgments
This work was supported by the European Commission 
through the European FP7 project iTesla under the grant 
agreement n° 283012.

References
[1]  ENTSO-E Final Report, "System Disturbance on 4th November 

2006," ENTSO-E, 2007 Available: https://www.entsoe.eu/
fileadmin/user_upload/_library/publications/ce/otherreports/
Final-Report-20070130.pdf.

[2]  EWEA, "Pure Power," EWEA [Online] Available: http://www.
ewea.org/fileadmin/files/library/publications/reports/Pure_
Power_III.pdf, 2011.

[3]  K. Das, A. D. Hansen and P. E. Sørensen, "Aspects of Relevance of 
Wind Power in Power System Defense Plans," in 12th International 
Workshop on Large-Scale Integration of Wind Power into Power 
Systems as well as on Transmission Networks for O�shore Wind 
Power Plants, London, 2013. 

[4]  S. D. Boeck, D. V. Hertem, K. Das, P. E. Sørensen, V. Travato, 
J. Turunen and M. Halat, "Review of defence plans in europe: 
Current status, strengths and opportunities," CIGRE Science & 
Engineering, vol. 5, pp. 2-11, 2016. 

[5]  K. Das, A. Nitsas, M. Altin, A. D. Hansen and P. Sørensen, 
"Improved Load Shedding Scheme considering Distributed 
Generation," IEEE Transactions on Power Delivery, vol. 32(1), pp. 
515 - 524 2016. 

[6]  K. Das, M. Litong-Palima, P. Maule, M. Altin, A. D. Hansen, P. E. 
Sørensen and H. Abildgaard, "Adequacy of Frequency Reserves for 
High Wind Power Generation," IET Renewable Power Generation, 
2017. 

[7]  ENTSO-E, "Network Code for Requirements for Grid Connection 
Applicable to all Generators," ENTSO-E, 2013 Available: https://
www.entsoe.eu/major-projects/network-code-development/
requirements-for-generators/Pages/default.aspx.

[8]  ENTSO-E System Protection and Dynamics Group, "Technical 

first step using a single bus power system model for 
the North-Eastern part of the UCTE to simulate the 
4th November 2006 situation. The performance of the 
proposed frequency control with the derived settings has 
been validated by means of simulations with the large 
scale PEGASE pan-European model with various levels 
of wind power penetration.

The results of the investigation have shown that 
modification of the protection settings implemented 
according to ENTSO-E network code requirements may 
not be sufficient alone to prevent frequency instability 
especially when wind power penetration is high and 
system inertia is low. One way to overcome this challenge 
is to use frequency control capabilities of wind turbines.

The article describes the design for such overfrequency 
control support from wind turbines based on intensive 
open loop studies of the frequency control capabilities 
of wind turbines, where the impact on system frequency 
response of different control parameter settings (i.e. 
activation delays, droops, ramp rates) are analysed. 

Investigations show that higher the ramp rate, more is the 
frequency support from WTs, and that the ramp rate plays 
more vital role than droop and activation delay values 
in terms of frequency support. Moreover, low droop 
settings may be viable at low wind power penetrations 
(i.e. high inertia system), while high droop settings may 
be useful for high wind power penetration (i.e. low 
inertia system) scenarios, as expected. It is observed 
in the studied model that for wind power penetration 
levels less than 40%, the overfrequency droop setting 
should be 2%. Additionally, for wind power penetration 
between 40% and 60%, the overfrequency droop setting 
should be 4%, while for wind power penetration levels 
beyond 60%, a droop-based overfrequency controller 
is insufficient alone to prevent frequency instability. 
This is due to the low rotational inertia of the network, 
and with the current and traditional network code 
requirements the frequency instability can be imminent. 
In such cases, synthetic inertial support from WTs can be 
beneficial and by including such support into a droop-
based overfrequency controller, WTs can be helpful in 
stabilizing the network with high shares of wind power 
during severe disturbances. 

For future investigations, frequency measurement 
dynamics and accuracy can be considered in the 



Cigre Science & Engineering • N°9 October 2017

83

into power systems as well as on transmission networks for o�shore 
wind power plants, Lisbon, 2012. 

[17]  F. Villella, S. Leclerc, I. Erlich and S. Rapoport, "PEGASE pan-
European test-beds for testing of algorithms on very large scale 
power systems," in ISGT Europe Conference, 2012. 

[18]  ENTSO-E, "Frequency Stability Evaluation Criteria for the 
Synchronous Zone of Continental Europe," ENTSO-E, 2016 
Available: https://www.entsoe.eu/Documents/SOC%20
documents/RGCE_SPD_frequency_stability_criteria_v10.pdf.

[19]  International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC), "Wind turbines. 
Part 27-1: electrical simulation models for wind power generation-
wind turbine models, Technical Report IEC 61400-27-1," IEC, 
2015.

[20]  UCTE Operations Handbook, "P1-Policy 1: Load-Frequency 
Control and Performance [C]," UCTE, 2009 Available: www.pse.
pl/uploads/kontener/UCTE_Operation_Handbook_Policy_1.pdf.

[21]  Tractebel-RTE, Standard Models Library, EUROSTAG. 

[22]  Vestas Wind Systems A/S, General Speci�cation - V90–1.8/2.0 
MW 50 Hz VCS, 2010. 

[23]  K. Das, Integration of Renewable Generation in Power System 
Defence Plans, PhD �esis, Technical University of Denmark, 
2016, Available: http://orbit.dtu.dk/�les/125632761/PhD_�esis_
Kaushik_Das.pdf. 

[24]  L. Zeni, J. Rudolph, J. Münster-Swendsen, I. Margaris, A. D. 
Hansen and P. Sørensen, "Virtual inertia for variable speed wind 
turbines," Wind Energy, vol. 16, no. 8, p. 1225–1239, 2013. 

[25]  Energinet.dk, "TR 3.2.5 Signal list for wind power plants," 2015.

Background and Recommendations for Defence Plans in the 
Continental Europe Synchronous Area," ENTSO-E, 2010.

[9]  ENTSO-E subgroup System Protection and Dynamics, "Special 
Protection Schemes," ENTSO-E, 2012.

[10]  P. M. Anderson and B. K. LeReverend, "Industry experience with 
special protection schemes," IEEE Transactions on Power Systems, 
vol. 11, no. 3, pp. 1166-1179, 1996. 

[11]  CIGRE Task Force C2.02.24 - Tech. Brochure, "Defense Plans 
Against Extreme Contingencies," 2007.

[12]  I. D. Margaris, S. A. Papathanassiou, N. D. Hatziargyriou, A. D. 
Hansen and P. Sørensen, "Frequency control in autonomous power 
systems with high wind power penetration," IEEE Transactions on 
sustainable energy, vol. 3, no. 2, pp. 189-199, 2012. 

[13]  J. N. Sakamuri, K. Das, M. Altin, N. A. Cutululis, A. D. Hansen, 
P. Tielens and D. Van Hertem, "Improved frequency control from 
wind power plants considering wind speed variation," in Power 
Systems Computation Conference (PSCC), 2016. 

[14]  A. Burtin and V. Silva, "Technical and economic analysis of the 
European electricity system with 60% RES," EDF R&D Tech. 
Report, 2015 Available: http://www.energypost.eu/wp-content/
uploads/2015/06/EDF-study-for-download-on-EP.pdf.

[15]  Y. Wang, V. Silva and M. Lopez-Botet-Zulueta, "Impact of high 
penetration of variable renewable generation on frequency 
dynamics in the continental Europe interconnected system," IET 
Renewable Power Generation, vol. 10, no. 1, pp. 10-16, 2016. 

[16]  L. Rutledge and D. Flynn, "Emulated inertial control from wind 
turbines: the case for Bespoke power system operation," in 11th 
international workshop on large-scale integration of wind power 


