-

View metadata, citation and similar papers at core.ac.uk brought to you byff CORE

provided by Universiti Putra Malaysia Institutional Repository

Superheated steam application to optimize the kiln drying of rubberwood (Hevea
brasiliensis)

ABSTRACT

A study was conducted to optimize the kiln drying of 50 mm thick rubber wood boards using
a combination of superheated steam and hot air. The results revealed that initial application of
saturated steam at 100 °C, followed by a period of superheated steam application at 110 °C
and finally drying in hot air at 65 °C as in the conventional kiln drying, gave the best result in
terms of minimizing drying defects and also shortening the drying time.
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