
Characterization of Nipah virus from naturally infected Pteropus vampyrus bats, 

Malaysia. 

ABSTRACT 

We isolated and characterized Nipah virus (NiV) from Pteropus vampyrus bats, the putative 

reservoir for the 1998 outbreak in Malaysia, and provide evidence of viral recrudescence. 

This isolate is monophyletic with previous NiVs in combined analysis, and the nucleocapsid 

gene phylogeny suggests that similar strains of NiV are co-circulating in sympatric reservoir 

species. 
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