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Abstract 

The researcher’s previous study had found that most research students did not fully used their 

graduate research student policy as point of reference. Objective was to review the contents 

of the research student policy and the benefits of having systematic policies for the 

supervision of research students. Total of 40 graduate research student policies had been 

studied from 40 well established universities in the United Kingdom. We focused on the 

responsibilities of research student which stated in the policies. The results from this research 

had found that all the universities reviewed had their own research student policies. However, 

not all of them had clearly spell-out their respective policies in the student handbook. In the 

mean time, some universities had established additional aspects or information and they were 

systematically as well as precisely presented. Hence, the additional information or detailed 

guidelines presented by these particular universities were considered very useful in 

establishing the research student policy for the benefits of the student, supervisor as well as 

the school. 
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