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SUMMARY

There has been observed a set of linguistic evidence which suggests that the Japanese language is now under-
going a critical phonological change: synchronic variation among the younger generation born after 1990 is being
established as diachronic evolution. The evidence may indicate a change in the internal structure of syllables of
the language, which acquired long syllables no later than the 10th century. This paper aims at revealing the over-
all picture of the ongoing change in the phonological structure of the Japanese language, based on the variation in

the pronunciation and perception observed among the younger generation.

1. 20it¥c £ COFREZEAIL

HASHEIIA bZRNRNn, BENSAEEFIIBREFICAZA SN TNKICEEIND N, ANEFET
SEDTERICIE-LUTHNTEL ANINRNWNSTH D, 25U TEUZKLFENEERN DA
EHlLIND &, BRI > TERNAEME L TREINIDTH D, Z OERELEEET 2 ERICITSUE
B - BUAHZR® D ® H D, —RWWBERIISHHAHE OMN TR Z #7228t Th s, #leL T, &

FEHORHRR D ZRFEL THK S,

(1)  Old English (OE) 700 — 1100
Middle English (ME) 1100 — 1500
Modern English (ModE) 1500 — 1900
Present-day English (PE) 1900 —

OE & ME O 5HZ1& Norman Conquest (1066) & W S RZIEFHANE G L TS A, ME & ModE OEEFITIE
FDOEIBEMHINEL BN, UL LENS, HEEE D> & AHRENTH D RAREHER (Great Vowel
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Shift) 13 1500 420 5 1800 FEDMICHEST L. PE OFEEMARFEFT L L TEEL TWa, LEN> TRKESHR
WEEBAOERNIZE > THER I INAFEATIHR L, MPICEEONE T U MEaic k> Tsl
ERIINEFRENLTH S,

ME & ModE DR & 12 400 £ TdH D DITBAN S LW, HAFEORELIZ & 3058 L ORI 5y
EDUMITENTED 535, Frellesvig (2010 : DIZHARFEDORELZRDLHIZKH L TS,

(2) Linguistic periods Political periods
Old Japanese (OJ) 700 — 800 Nara 712 — 794
Early Middle Japanese (EMJ) 800 — 1200 Heian 794 — 1185
Late Middle Japanese (LMJ) 1200 — 1600 Kamakura 1185 — 1333
Muromachi 1333 — 1573
Modern Japanese (NJ) 1600 — Edo — 1603 —

WRE L FARICXFERNE EF > THNS § M ZIRFRK DD E L TWEM, HAREORES S EMI &
LMIJ OEHRAIZNF 400 FEICK 7 SN TWD, Frellesvig (2010 : 2-3)IC k5 &, HABO EEAFHEE(L
13 EMI ORHMRICEFT L TH D, LMIIZBWTIIBED X OHHE EOB(LMNIEE TH > 7203 1600 4ELAREIT
BWEMRZRFEEAERNENS, LMALAENS, 2000 fFLABEO HAGEICIE, FHREOBMNEL TN
%2 EERBTIBENN ONBRIND, HARETFEOMRN TEHEMBEOERDEITL TNDET D E,
HAGEIZ 2000 2 & U THZRRHMRICA 722 &b, AREIL, ERAEFTNO AARFEESZICERS
NEZFEEBIVEFAROERENS, HARBOSHEMBEICHETL TWAELEHSMNITEHZEE2HNET
5,

2. BAEOFHREL

21. REHiLE-—SHOEA

Frellesvig (2010 : 39) 12k % &, O] OEHIIEAF 2K ETIHEH (O (QV TH-oz." BFETL
BEEEDITEENSBAINZEZEZSNNB N, EMI OFHiEN CV THIUL, EEFFH CV,V, D
Vo IZHIBRE 1. BHEEI CVG I C OH EICHENRHFAINTCV OHEICHEG I 5NZIETTH D, #
NS [H] Mu/, [R] /ten/, [%#] /gak/ DX D BREEHMNBEAINLZEND Z E1F, Nl CV Bt
DEHMEENTNWEZZ EEZRLTND,

EFHORAREIT, 8 RN S 10 HLOMDITNT TELEZEFEEILTH D, FMIT. UFOFHN
FEICHHLL CTE—OO T &L THEENICHMRIR SN Z1BFTH S (Frellisvig 2010 : 197),

(3) a. UEM : /-pu/,/-pi/, /-ku/, /-gu/, /-bi/, /-bu/, /-mi/, /-mu/ > /U/

HAE - /-ki/, /-gi/ > /1/
e EE : /-pu/, /-pi/ > /Q/
. HEEE - /-gu/, /-bi/, /-mi/, /-mu/, /-ni/ > /N/

o o

o

BGa) DUHEMEMNSAEURRF /UL LMIICA S EHEFLOBREZR CRITT 2 EHORSIIEET 2 ES
/H/ &750, EFHiCVH, CVN, CVQ WNHABDHFRICEAINZDTHD.? flE LT, AN [HL]
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[taput¥o-si] DHEALDEIEZELLTITRT,

4 o o c G o c c c c c
b b AN A |
n n n n n n poopooun O
AN AN A A | A\ AN A AN
ta pu tYo-si > ta U to-si >  to H to-si ta Q to-si

52 EH [pul MY EEERTERET 2L [toHto-si] 720, U EMEZHEHETITREM LD & [taQto-si]
KRS 2 2 b5, HEMLLZR TEHNSERANCM/NL RS H/ PReE /Q/ . KiTd 5 HH
[ta] BT ZHTHE 1 FEICENEND, ZOLDEHBIIEADT L0, [HL] LWIFEORID—E
WRENTWSZEZRLTNDONE—T (W ENWIHATH D, CVERM UMM > HAFEDH
HICREHMEASNZRER BHEORIZWDHEM EEFH EOMICA—BNE LD, EMIIZE—T
MO AT LINBAINZDTH %,

22 MRBIBITBZ2E-—SOLBHREM

T—TRBEHEFY L THERTI T UBEORTEHOREIZMBHATH 520, AAEOMFHEA -
JIMOESIZ > TNEIDOHE—TEVNIHNTH D, EF - BT - BFIICVEFHMNSKIENE—T &
FHEIC 1 E—F7 &L THALN. AARBOREEFE CTHIUI LN S ORI Z2EDITRANTHIENTE
5.

ZOHAMIE, E—II AT LR OSHEREEL T 2B OMNICHEAT 2SN HEMTH T, B
HAZHEIET 5 2 EMTERN, B— T OLEFEEEZRTREME U TIE. HAFEDOEMHENS —EDES
W85 ENVWDEHBEEND S, HAOEHHEL 4 T—F OFINEFINT LN,

(5) 2F—F: AN FE OFf
b. 3 E— :%VE N7 O—T
AF—F5:17a> Y'ay NvVIar TJ—JO

RNV FLrS UrLry Ryrqar

1980 4EARM 5 HEEHSROEAFENBE U 2ER, Go) DI HICEREDREEZENSFNTN2E—FTD
ER O 4 T— T DEMENS S EEINDI LD, /ERIE 2 E—FBXVOFOHBETHZ 4T —
FEVWSEMAHARED Y XL ELHORHMO BN EEZS5NTE,

& ZAM2000 FFLIRE, EMEEDE S ICRENBRIND XDk 7,

6) AN a3 AN AFF v AR
VAvA= N NUE INTT R JUx

6) DFNIZ. (5¢) EFERICEGFEICHR T HEMBETHORNS, HAHFOHE2EENSR 1 E-FET2
ROTREODEINIE—TITR>TND, 5c) ERABRLZDIEIRECHEEREDRHKE—TZETERVAT,
TODERGFEORSEI EHEMET LI ENTE S,
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., HAFBOE—FIIFEOT 7 bOMEZZHEEDH D, HEFEDOT 7t MEOALEITER
ICHRFES>TNDBMN, ﬂ%éﬁ@?ﬁt’/ MIFERNS 3BZBHOE—FITENMND Z ENEWN, DLFEZED
BITH 5,

(7 EF|+— 22— 1>v> AF>alVU— vyalkEr

(D OFNE, BECHEDN 1 BAICRASN TSI EERLTNS, E2AM, EREEFNOY 7k
B 1 EESRIABE L TWD 2 &AL,

® ElFF— Ia|—I¥y> AT ray— YJlarer

Q) DHITIIES EBENGTENSBRASINAHER, 7722 MENERNS 3FHOETHIZENM TS
ZEDNDMND,

3FHIMN SRR D EHEE S, FBANS 3 HFE OFHIT ﬁ\hé?ﬁt/l\ffﬂi 1990 FARLIRFIC A N 7= it
ROFEGWER L L CEmIEL, 2010 FRICA > TREICEELINODH D, UL, ZOHRDOHA
R MFEOR I 2D ELE LT, HDWIETHARE O)UXA%*'JUEU%_L'C E-JXDLEEHEE
PR L TNWDZ E&2REL TND,

3. IR LAREL

PERAEENDOHAGEFEEIL, UALOHBMEL TE—TXOBEHEEMIHE>TND] EWSEEE
BGEES % 72012, uT@?Eﬁ%%ﬁ‘ﬁméhéﬁ\&ﬁﬁ\%ﬁﬁjﬁﬁ_éL_(E 12U 7

9 a BE -85 - £FZzI)IMNC TR0 ZHELRN,
b. SEEHROEGEZ 3 HHIICENT 5.
. SE=JLULONYNFEDOY V2 MEEBERNS 3HFHOFHITES

FE DN RITHEE R FHEFF I FEBEIRDFE 28~30 4T, 1994 05 1999 £ E TIZAEEN A TH
504)

3. FROOME

2016 FEDT T U —< VJIHINZ B 100 1GBIINZERO TN SRFRE— T 23 OMEMERY, EHN
B LRI [FRO] ZHAIRTELNE DI NZEHFHN/Z, Sir A DiEE TR TRA (ERITH ) TRRET
&, LLFO&LD TR,

(100 a. 714>&K0 ZZAITOUL BETHHA
b. HBNWITAD NEL DIFADT LoTh3d
c. LEEEN AEZIZTIFAD EIENS
d UL XiThan InhvELImAnn HFNEDZR

e. IEZT NYELELDRE Bbo&<iF
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f. ¥1Twv bk a3y hLETE UNT R
g LT FoMmicaIv b Fhabok
h. > TH/ DHIMDPSS5D L BA78 00
i 5N DT WL XL BN % LN 5N
j. EDOWES Siri &7 LT W A

(10a), (10¢), AP IFHBKD=DITANZERH T, BODO 7AW ELD [t] OEFICHKE—T 250
FRODHNTH D, LLNERESREOHETH S,

11 FRES5T TE T FRO
a. ERI 1 27 2
b. FHRO  #FE (1) 1 5 24
c. EH 1 26 3
d. FR0 - #%Q) 2 0 28
e. FRO HEEQ 0 4 26
£ FR0 EEFQ) 2 14 14
g FRO EFQ 2 17 11
h. RO  E& Q) 0 4 26
L FR0 EEQ 3 19
j. E 2 25 3

FINORTIRE ENBMHE /L BEORERL TS, BHEEGDTRVOM10D & (109 A E
HESNAEDSHNOIHL T, BELESEEOTFRVOTTE [FAV] SHHINTHBZ LAbD
Do~ EEAN [FRT] SHESNDRREDN .

3.2. KFEEHREESEOEM

2000 FELARRICMEHDN D L DI D, FREEHRENTRIZES L TWRWEEHRESTEZ BT 588
B, BEEOEMEIE. 27 (—) -2 (G2 at) 0O EEEE 2 T-JIEMLTEAEL
BIFTUIATENEILTER N, SEORMETIE [HEENENPTVEIICEHKL TRIWN] EWH R
DENT, FBL2ERNHAAENTOARNFPLP DL D RETFESEEFICEEN TV, EREZIZLLT
DB O T, FEMHNOBEFIIEIEEEIRT,

12 70547 -53—=7 - 77— (20)
IVATYT V=TT — IT7U— (13)
V—=F 420« NT— —  J—=)X— (8) J—X7 (7) J—)% (2)
UAZT )T — — UZ)N— (9) JZIXT (5) J 2N (4)
NT— P54 - NUHI (23) INTH— (3) INTH (1)
Xra-EFxTF v — XZOE (11 X7 E (9)
TIVT AT r—ar - BILAF 4 (15 HwIVA (6)
T70 K Fzvl - 777Fx(9)
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TJxA0 «-Za—2A — JrxA=a— (5) Jx/7=2(4)
AAR - byb—2 — AZARww)L (16) RZAEw(6)

BOENSZEEOHR TR, [7275—] [Z27U—] [UAN—] [T777F x| N3 EH, INTHF] [<
7DUlﬁwaﬁJﬁxbvaﬁ4 THIMSRD, [U—N—] [TJxAfZa—] N2 EHTHD., F
Mm ZZ2W [NTHZ] EWSEEIE. DXTUNT] OFERKL ThwbsbD &Ml NS, [vr7ot]

JieT @W@Ab@ﬁfﬁ%boo%é%%%f%éﬁ\f?ﬁtjtwas HHiORESZ < Koz,
*EHXC]J’ZF%??G FHOEEEZTHHEANDH O, [RIV T AT o r—ar] &2 [RIVA] ITEHELZDIE
ETIHETH> R, ~HT, 2EFHOIFHOEMETH>TH, BBRIIESEZRLT4E—TDES %
MEFFL XD &M b BRI NS,

33. 7oty FMROALE
HEFLOFETIIIRADIE WL T DESE LA % S/, EFEOERHWTY 7> MEDALE &
ELT7.

13) warys74> TIIVF > FoanNy T SEHRNL Y Y557 4)b
o FI)AXT TIWEFF ofy o7z FUYNTF R

UALEDTFTTHO I EZMITDEDIISE—TING TE—TETOERLEEDIAF I, HIRD7ZDIT
REE—TJ2BFRNEEZIRALL, BB, BERACREECREZEOHONDRND, BARICEY
%EU‘E \.!/L ‘3_75) ol Y

(14) —4 -3 SR DA, ANHA
a. unarzs74> (6) 12 7 9
b. IIVF > (5) 8 15 5
c. Fany T (6) 11 10 6 1
d L2 (5 9 15 3 1
e. Y977 4) (5) 1 16 0 11
f. ¥ 7o (5) 18 9 1
g T /AXT (5) 0 25 1 2
h. Z)VyFF > (6) 17 7 4
i ofFvyyorz> (1) 15 12 1
j. TUNRTFR (6) 2 26 0

FEMNOBTFRBFFEDE—THERL TS, BARE—TE2EERWN4g & (14) THERMNS 3HFEHDE—
T(=)XT 7Y MERENNTNVD ZENS, BHAEDOY 7t MEHIZ DS ORI Z Tk
NTVEZENDNDY BRICBEZZVHEDS B, SE-JTOBETIHERNSIZFHOE—TF T/ L
2 hERENMNDMEANHZOIHLT, 6 E—IFULOETITFERAN S 4FHOE—F (—HIIT 7Y
FMEMEDPNDBEAN D0, BFZT V2 MEOMEZE T HEANE—T TRRSEHITHL I L%

BLTW2, 7722 MEOBRWVERY 712 M5 E— I EORBICIER S N WDN @A, 6 E—
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T DB T 722 MRE<BEHRINZDIE, FHBEOMEZFRETL2BICEHNE—INTEKO TS
BNTH D EHRINS,

(140D [Fr 7o IZBEEOEIHT 28T BEEEEOMTH Y 72 NI BRIN 5,
4D [ANWVF 2] 04D D [PFRL 2] BEBEBRNS3IFEHOE—JIIT 722 MENBENN S H
BINHDDICKHL T, AUMED (¥ 7O ] 3ERNS 4FHDOE—-TIIT 72 MEREND DI
RN, BRI TN DM RN,

4. ER

(1) DFERMN S 9a) DR ERFET D &, KHRE— T OF TES EEFIEERERITS 1L TR S
NTVEDICRLU T, BFRY XLAOHEME L THRINTWARWITREENH S, LrLENS, L7z
HHINSEUZEE /Q MEFRL L THABOHBEAERRICHEEL TWAHZ &iF, [BX o [—x. [RAE.
XtOTFEAE]L THERT] b (3R J&motm¢ﬁ®ff Lo TiEHEN S, EENFTFNIIIEFIRECTE
T LT 5 ERER RN E WD, BE2FOSTHNESTHEL THRINIKL<E>TNS D
DEHEREIND, ZOFERNIEL TN, {E%/Q/biﬁ’ﬂ% FELTHEIELRNSFHANTIIEFEOES &
FzlanEnws 2 &t s,

Kz, (12) DFERMNS Ob) DIRFIEMRAET 5 &, AESINEZEMEOEIIZ4ET—F0H DNEFIICL
<, ZORBMIEEINTVDEDICHRA D, ORI, TOEGHEOEERNS2E—FTDOEMST
T B ENDEE ﬁ/ﬁ®ﬁ¥£ﬁ3$ﬁﬁﬁﬁ CZITRNRNTNBEZEERLTWS, LNLENS, &HEN-
ZRIZDS B OEMEITFERICESTEEZATED, BBROEFIR a2 EBa—%] 05 ICHIBRENS

m@#mmoEM%#EEéM6%ﬁfm‘@%%@@é%@@ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬂ%%ém%&@t%ﬁ%—ﬁ
NRFF SN EM, ADIZER U TETTOBLEEMNMET T2 & EBIRHFRE—TINHIFRIN., 4 E—F05 3
E—IANEISIEMRMEIND ZENTREND, T TITHELL TW5 (6) DEMEZEBIRT S & Eiaaio
BEEOS | WENSIINT 2 FHAMRIN, B2 EENS | THLARS N TRART I FHITEHINT
WBZEMNS EIFHICEELE [BR] [EH0X57k2 5 %@%WBﬂﬁU%FéhéT%ﬁuﬁm

BBIT. (14) OFEEMNS 9c) DIRFHZRRIET D E, SE—TDH Y HFBIINIEBRNS 3HFHDE—FIT
77t>b&ﬁ§#hfhé°:hu Hﬁa@?ﬁt/FﬁW#$Wﬁﬁ EZFERN TN D Z EEIR
LTWa, LNLAENS, iE HEDUDEOEEIN 6 TE—ILULIZRBE, T2 MASFERNS 4
%E@%—?”%#hé:t@%<méo%%iﬁ DEDITERTHIFREINS Z &3 <. £201D) Ok
WAVRT B S FMIIIERICHREINTWS, LENST, 7712 MENEABEL TS EDICTHRA
5DIE, HARBEREEMSEEDOMNTY 72 NOMEEZHDBEMNNE—TINESFHANEHEEL THEHENTDH
5EEZEND, Thabb, E—T THADZHEMIRIT [V F 2] EFFL. %Tﬂzé$%ﬁ
R [NV FA42] ERETEZOTH S, BRI, FREROMIZE T 72 S ORENANERS
FHNE—INTROLZEZIERT 722 "RBNDZENDH D,

ETRARZHIGAERIT, DUFICORT LD ATHOREBEICB T2 icRE s NDalfEtnd 5,
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(15 a. c b. c
A A
t M2 9] R
AN | — | AN
t o N -da | N C
[T A7z b
t o N -da

FEIZ K > THHNSFHEANETL 2835 /N/ L BT THENE—T () IKHET B TH—FHINIZ
MAINENS, BVNE—T LREFOFENLEEIZHREL TEL, HABOEHIT (15 DXDITHNE—
T ERRE—T (1) ORIICERND B EE X 5N TWEN, ZOEANETF (Onset) & F Hik% (Nucleus) D
MICBEIL, FFEOTHERUC LD CEEHOME LB TH (Coda) MERZEZRT LD IR >0 TR
W, TOELRNELNWET D E, #F /N IIDIICHEADOEI ZRFET, Wil EFRICETHNICBNT
BTrEDOMBIZHD I LK >TEIZ/FOIEIWREDS,” USHITRLAEFTHONTESEZTEHT 57201
WEDKIRESHEFEEZIERT DI ENLED, BKETHRANT 5,

5. 21O FREEILE TR T 5720

WEEDFHMNUSD) DX D RIEHEEZ > Tnsd 2 &3, HFOEENETF (0) Z28bE, WEEIE
(Rhyme) Z5HEL L NI FHICL > TAEHAIN D, HAFEOFHIL(15) DX S RNEHEZFF>TW5
I, WEFERIUIBIITERNEEZEZ SN TER, LALRBRNS, 2000 LRI HER S N7z 82T
BEBRITNE. BEHPEERWEES 2 GO MRS R OM) 2 fREtkE 7 1cHh 5.

PERONFEFHE VRS HR S ZHAAHAEEN S XAT 28, ROEELRFHNDICL TWD DIEHEFIRE)
DHEETIIRL., REFEMEE L TOLH (aspiration) DHETH D ENS ZEFL<ABENTNWDS, HAGE
DOWEEEEIL. O OFRHLE TIHE &S OIX B % il s % 1k (prenasalization) DEMIC L > TIT > TH O, Hnr
REIOHARIIRBREICTTERN >, AiAFEAHEL THFRBI OB BN RIINEEIC R b L, &
PR N SAE U 72 D1 LMT QR 5 Td 5 (Frellesvig 2010: 307)

EZAMRE, AAEOWHRE HHEE EFRICEEOAECI > THEENRINEN TWD M2 RE T
LZWMEND D, 2012FEOT Y ROAEOEMN S, HEERIC [£AYIV] & BAYIV] ORFNDEIC
SWEESAMHZ, FERIZEFEENAEHBASEZRE T H5BRICHTIREIOMBNENS Z&IhDEER
5N %, FEHBLARTH (Voice Onset Time @ VOT) DNEE DR BN 7272 N ET D &, HRFIHESKED
HEMNEXBOEEZFEHNO L72>TWDAlREMEN D 5,

SRR A S 2 FE T DO VOT BIEFEARL D <. 2 DOEFBEHEIHES[ENBNZ &N
AEBATCEIUR, SRR DRI & 5 S HikE 3B FE S FHK E ORICERNH D, EHKORE LR

FELTORETOMRENHREZRT I ENEHTED DTN, EHEICHAEE 25 OEOR/ N2
AT, AR EEREROSTFENREZRET 2 LRI, SHAROBATEEERL THEEINERAD
TENGHEOBEED,
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E

D) (G IREREMIRIEDF i/ £7213 /w/ 2ET,

2) AHMENSECE N ZMNL L EEHIEARTNEIMTDONTIE, BRATEROK DN,

3) 1998 M D [NHK HAGEFRE 7 7> M) ik 12, (22— v 2] & [AF2aY—] ZDWTIE=Eo
DTV EBLHEINTNDAY, 2016 FFIRD INHK HAGERE Y 7> MEEHL] 12, [Ra—I\ v 2] [AF)
>aU—] EXFHINTWS, [EFF—] IZO0WTIRWTNH® D772 b Tz,

4) AEOHRIIFACFERTH LD, HEEORIFAEEIEM L ZHICL>TRES.

5) (15e)D[FFTT 4] TIFBERNS 2BHOE—FIZT7 72 MEDNEINDERNBRINZ, 2 [Z7ono
T 4] DEENEZS5ND,

6) 2013 FEICEEBIR O TH THEHBMHANDEIKBAFENTEAE LB, g [RSFF2] 077ty MEOMEICEL
TNHK O7 F 7 >3 —OMICFEKOENNER SN, —TF. REERO7 o o3 —3S0hs [T F4>2] &5
FlL Tz,

7) ZDEX % Weight by Position EIFRZ EMdH 5,

SRR
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