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An Examination of the Relationships between the Method of Going to a Childcare Facility
and Childcare Awareness in That Setting
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Abstract : With the objective of clarifying relationships between childcare awareness of childcare providers and the
method of going to the childcare facility, we examined the scale of childcare awareness in that setting and surveyed the
actual conditions of the method of going to the childcare facility to which the childcare providers responded. Factor
analysis of childcare awareness in the setting of going to the childcare facility resulted in extraction of three factors:
“creating relationships™, “transitioning to play” and “accepting the issues of a childcare attitude™ . Responses from
childcare providers about the method used to go to the childcare facility were divided into those who walked or rode
bicycles and those who used a method other than walking or riding bicycles. Relationships between childcare awareness
in the setting of going to the childcare facility, the method used to go to the childcare facility and the affiliated facility were
examined by analysis of variance, and as a result, relationships were found between the method of going to the childcare
facility and childcare awareness. At nursery schools where methods other than walking or riding bicycles were used, we
found there was a high level of awareness about accepting the issues involved in a childcare attitude, while at kindergartens
that were reached only by walking or riding bicycles, there was a clear tendency to be aware of relationships with children
and their guardians. The levels of awareness were all higher at nursery schools than at kindergartens that were reached
by a method other than walking or riding a bicycle. Our findings also suggested the relevance of the characteristics of the
time taken to go to nursery schools and the characteristics of guardians who chose a method other than walking or riding a
bicycle upon the actual conditions of the children affected by these circumstances.

(Reprint request should be sent to Setsufumi Yamazaki)

Key words : Setting of going to a childcare facility, Methods of going to a childcare facility, Expertise of childcare providers,

Childcare awareness, Scale
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