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“Winslow Foramen”, “Omental Foramen” or “Epiploic Foramen”?

Schaller, which is widely considered “the bible of anatomical definitions” in the 

he “omental foramen” [epiploic foramen] is defined 

“the opening from the greater peritoneal sac to the omental vestibule that passes 

pancreas caudally”

like opening is called the “Winslow foramen” in human litera

. Winslow’s interest for medic

Winslow’s ambitions brought him to Holland and later on to Paris. As a member of the 

in the “Académie des Sciences” 

Joseph Hunault to the chair of anatomy of the “Jardin du Roy”, which he held until 1758



“Exposition Anatomique de la Structure du Corps Humain”



The term “Winslow foramen” is 

Bénigne Winslow’s enormous contribution to medical development. The term 

“epiploic foramen” is still accepted as an official alternative

brackets] although “omental foramen” is preferred 

. In fact “ ” is a synonym for “ ”, and i

Equine clinicians continue to use the term “epiploic foramen” despite the preference 

for “omental foramen” in the vet

“epiploic foramen” throughout 

accept “omental foramen” yet as the new terminology instead of “epiploic foramen”. 







“the opening from the 

the caudal lobe of the liver cranially, and the pancreas caudally”

“the vestibule of the omental bursa 

enclosed by the minor omentum, the stomach and the liver” 

“the potential space enclosed by the 2 omenta, the stomach and the liver” 



The gastropancreatic fold is defined as “

containing the left gastric vessels” ancreatic fold as “

of the omental bursa containing the hepatic artery”

“

and the liver, and between the oesophagus and the caudal vena cava”

Epiploic foramen entrapment, still called “Winslow foramen hernia” in 

Traité d’anatomie

“The

Lancet” by Dr Treves from t



this disease was described in “The Lancet” by Dr Neve in 1892 

was given, and the patient was “suspended by the heels and well shaken”

The colon had passed through the Winslow foramen, which acted as a strong “ring” 

“even modern abdominal 

ously with impunity” 
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horses’ daily care (

–

–
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term survival has been defined as “survival to hospital 

discharge after recovery from surgery”, it 

“overall 

survival of horses undergoing surgery” 



the portal vein and in adjacent “other large vessels” 

wasn’t in favour of this geriatric liver atrophy hypothesis 
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“the opening from the greater peritoneal sac to the 

cranially, and the pancreas caudally”

“the vestibule of the omental bursa enclosed by the 

minor omentum, the stomach and the liver” “the 

potential space enclosed by the 2 omenta, the stomach and the liver” 



“fold in the wall of the

containing the left gastric vessels” “fold in the 

wall of the omental bursa containing the hepatic artery”

“minor 

liver, and between the oesophagus and the caudal vena cava”



trichrome, elastic fibre and reticular fibre staining’s were performed on 

μ









Laparoscope passed through the epiploic foramen allows visualisation of the ‘funnel like’ 





Study number Breed Sex Weight (kg) Age 
(years) 

Circumference EF (cm) Length EF 
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Height EF 
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y published data in which the “width” 





Authors’ declaration of interests

Manufacturers’ addresses

2004. Entrapment of the small intestine in the epiploic foramen in horses : a 

–



–

–

–

–

–

–

Sisson, S., 1975. Digestive system, in: Getty, R. (Ed.), Sisson and Grossman’s The 

–

–





–











γ

(for more detailed explanation: see addendum “Clinical 

FEMC” at the end of the Thesis)
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finger and thumb of the surgeon’s left hand, to allow introductio

Once the index finger and thumb of the surgeon’s left hand are released, the expandable three



After preparation, the mesh construct was manipulated with the surgeon’s left hand 

the abdominal cavity. Once the index finger and thumb of the surgeon’s left hand were



fl

fl

“standing in 1 

attempt, no or light ataxia” and score 5 as “very bad recovery with substantial risk for 

trauma”). Post
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was used, followed by Dunn’s test with correction for multiple comparisons. 

“ ”



“ ”
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(defined as ˃2 L reflux obtained through a nasogastric tube on 

P≤0.05.



P≤0.20

between the independent variables were assessed using the Pearson’s correlation 

P≤0.05



P≤0.20 

potential collinearity was assessed by calculating the Pearson’s correlation 

P≤0.







˃ 1 

˂

˂ ˂

*: P value ≤ 0.05 is considered significant; §: P value ≤ 0.2 selected for the multivariable 



˃ 1 determining a risk

§: P value ≤ 0.2 selected for the multivariable binary logistic regression model; Ref: referent
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˃ 1 determining a risk
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*: P value ≤ 0.05 is considered significant; §: P value ≤ 0.2 selected for the multivariable Cox











“time to death” was biased by the best guess the owner could provide
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“Toward a better outcome in EFE 

colic surgery”.



“

” 



to the right side of the stomach. The hepatopancreatic fold, defined as “

” 



serum activities of γ
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“closure” of a virtual space and due to potential obliteration of the ultrasoun









more prudent to use the more generic term “POR” for horses refluxing 



“The awareness of the importance of physical factors in the anastomosis and the 

will deny horses an approach that might actually work.” 

“ ” “ ”

years in human medicine (Mair, 2009). “Clinical ” is the term used to 

ry should be categorized in the group of “major and complex surgeries”. Results 



as withers height or individual’s response to a stimulus 

by “ “ ”

” 







could benefit from laparoscopic hernia repair, but couldn’t afford the expensiv







and 1.1 mg/kg bwt flunixin meglumine IV (Finadyne)

IV q8h and 1.1 mg/kg bwt flunixin meglumine (Finadyne)

in absence of these procedures, be considered as “clean” procedures without any 
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herniation is very uncommon, “epiploic foramen entrapment or EFE”













, waar interne hernia’s door
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“First Aid” bij het paard (First Aid in









cannula unit (the “protected trocar” from 

can also be used to “pre perforate” the abdomen 






























