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NB: Chapters 3 and 4 contain appendices in which parts of the film's narrative are
transcribed. These appendices are represented by a change of font, from "times" to

"nadianne”,



Abstract

This thesis takes a deconstructive approach to the phenomenon of "domestic violence" it
problematizes its discourse and the victim\perpetrator paradigm on which it relies.

Jane Campion's film "The Piano" is referred to as a text which both represents domestic
violence and was received and acclaimed as a "romance". Some of the implications of
fore-grounding the representations of domestic violence within the film's narrative, for

the discourse, are considered.
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