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SU}IMARY

In thls thesis, I have attempted an exposltlon of sír I^lilliam Mitchellrs

phílosophy of human freedom.

An exposition was d,eemed necessary, since Mitchetl's readers,

lncludÍng hís reviewers had found both "The Structure and Growth of the

Mind" and,'The Place of Mlnds ln the l¡Iorld'r obscure, an obscurity increased

by Ëhe fact that neither book contained an index'

IhaveattemptedtoshowthaEMit'chelllsconceptofhuman

freedom has, as its essential basis, the psychology set out ln

"StrucËure and GrowEh of the Mind". The outline of the argument runs

lÍke this:

(1) The concept of seeking leads to Èhe conclusíon that

every creature that can seekr l-s free'

(2) Compared.with human freedom, this is a low grade

freedom.

(3)Tota]-kintermsofgradesoffreedomistointroduce

the concept of value, and value is only expllcable in terms of a direct

account of exPerience.

The direct account of experience is analysed ln Part One'



Part Two.

(4) IE is only when \^7e pass beyond sensory inEelligence'

and pereeptual intelllgence and reach the stage of conceptual

intelligencethatthepossibilítyofhumanfreedomemerges.

(5)Humanfreedomisshov¡ntobethefreedomofmorally

responsible Persons.

(6) rhis

determinism exists.

freedom 1s only possible in a r'rorld where

(7) Thls determinism whlch exlsEs ln nature allows room

for the freedom to be bound by reason'

This is the paradox to which this thesls leads'
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STATn{ENT.

This thesls contaLns no material which has been

accepted for the award of any other degree or

diploma aÈ any universltY.

To the best of my knowledge and belief, the

thesls contalns no materlal prevíously publlshed

or ¡¿rítten except ¡^rhere due reference l-s made in

the text of the thesis.

The author consents to this thesis belng made

available for phot.ocopying and loan'
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