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Around the world, post-conflict battlefields are littered with 

more than unexploded landmines and other ERW. Caches and 

makeshift stockpiles of weapons and ammunition also remain. 

In active war zones such as Iraq and Afghanistan, items in these 

stockpiles can be transformed into improvised explosive devices 

(IEDs) that insurgents can use against National Government 

and Coalition Forces. These items pose a grave threat to the 

innocent civilians who must return to live and work in these 

areas. In the developing world, weapons storage facilities that 

were once well outside of the confines of a city in relatively 

isolated areas are now encroached upon by population growth 

and urban expansion. Depot explosions that occurred in Gerdec, 

Albania and Maputo, Mozambique killing more than 100 and 

injuring more than 600, are stark examples of what can happen 

when such accidents occur. National governments, agencies and 

domestic and international organizations must have the funding, 

training, and flexibility to mitigate these threats.

While PM/WRA has traditionally addressed all of these issues, 

we realize that the lines between ERW, at-risk weapons, and 

munitions have become blurred over time. For this reason, our 

programs and funding have merged into a more comprehensive 

approach called Conventional Weapons Destruction (CWD). 

CWD groups the funding of programs for the clearance of 

landmines, unexploded ordnance (UXO), and ERW, the 

destruction and demilitarization efforts for SA/LW, MANPADS, 

and conventional munitions, as well as efforts to increase physical 

security and stockpile management (PSSM). This combined 

CWD approach ensures that all of these items will be handled at 

the same time to reduce the humanitarian and national security 

risks. By consolidating these separate programs into one, we offer 

ease and flexibility of funding and allow program implementers 

to address multiple threats simultaneously. A more detailed 

discussion of the various elements of the U.S. Conventional 

Weapons Destruction Program follows.

Formally established in 1993, the interagency U.S. 

Humanitarian Mine Action (HMA) Program is the largest and 

one of the world’s longest standing such programs. PM/WRA, 

acting on behalf of the Department of State, partners in this 

effort with the Department of Defense (DOD), the United 

States Agency for International Development (USAID), and the 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). Through 

this interagency effort, the United States remains the world’s top 

contributor to HMA, contributing tens of millions of dollars 
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A team of military engineers exiting a minefield in Chile.
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MANPADS (SA-7s) being prepared for destruction in Montenegro.

A physical security team improves the security of a police armory’s window in BURUNDI.
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Iraq
Iraq is one of the most severely mine- and 

unexploded ordnance- (UXO) affected 

nations in the world. Iraq’s landmine 

and UXO problems are a consequence of 

more than three decades of conflict: the 

1980–88 Iraq-Iran War, the 1991 Persian 

Gulf War, and Operation Iraqi Freedom 

(2003–present). The Iraq Landmine Impact 

Survey estimates that landmines cover an 

area of 727 square kilometers and UXO-

contaminated areas affect an estimated 851 

square kilometers. In addition, hundreds of 

cached and abandoned ordnance sites exist 

throughout the country, sites that not only 

pose an immediate humanitarian risk but 

also serve as a ready source of explosives for 

terrorists and insurgents.

The United States Embassy successfully 

engaged with the Iraqi government to allow 

humanitarian demining to continue in 2009. 

In FY2009, the Office of Weapons Removal 

and Abatement in the U.S. Department of 

State’s Bureau of Political-Military Affairs 

(PM/WRA) invested more than $22 

million in humanitarian mine-action and 

conventional weapons destruction (CWD) 

projects in Iraq as follows:

	 •	�RONCO Consulting Corporation: 

$9.5 million to continue to develop 

the management and operational 

capability of Iraq Mine and UXO 

Clearance Organization (IMCO) 

as it has expanded its operations 

to the PM/WRA compound in 

southern Iraq and to provide 

technical advisory support to 

IMCO as it introduces mechanical 

equipment into its humanitarian 

demining operations.

	 •	�MAG (Mines Advisory 

Group): $3.8 million to fund a 

combination of minefield and 

battle-area clearance operations and 

explosive ordnance disposal/small 

arms/light weapons destruction 

missions in northern Iraq.

	 •	�IMCO: $4.3 million to continue 

direct funding of IMCO’s 

CWD activities, as well as to 

establish a long-term base of 

operations for IMCO outside 

of the “International Zone.” 

Between the end of September 

2008 and January 2009 when 

the Iraqi government suspended 

operations, the team destroyed 

37,939 weapons, ranging from 

pistols to 120mm mortars. 

	 •	�Information Management and 

Mine Action Program: $1.2 

million to explosive remnants 

of war (ERW)/mine survey and 

data-management operations, as 

well as a victim-assistance project 

in northern Iraq.

	 •	�Marshall Legacy Institute: $1.1 

million to continue its indigenous 

mine-detection dog program in 

northern Iraq.

	 •	�Danish Demining Group: 

$850,000 to contribute to the 

national mine-action effort and 

to assist the Iraqi people in the 

disposal of ERW in southern Iraq, 

preventing casualties related to 

ERW in conflict-affected areas.

	 •	�United Nations Development 

Programme Mine Action Team: 

$685,000 to strengthen the Iraqi 

inter-ministerial coordination 

mechanism to develop a 

sustainable Directorate of Mine 

Action and Higher Council for 

Mine Action. 

	 •	�Spirit of Soccer: $325,000 to 

expand its mine-risk education 

program for at-risk children 

through soccer coaching activities. 

This program is aimed at 

reducing the number of child 

fatalities and injuries caused 

by landmines and other ERW. 

Spirit of Soccer also received 

$150,000 to conduct a regional 

MRE Soccer Tournament to raise 

awareness and promote advocacy 

to children from Iraq, Jordan, 

Lebanon, and the West Bank.

	 •	�James Madison University’s Center 

for International Stabilization 

and Recovery/Mine Action 

Information Center: $300,000 

to increase self-confidence, 

emotional/physical health, and life 

direction for landmine survivors, 

and empower them to help other 

victims in the same way in their 

countries of origin through a 

“Pathways to Resiliency” program.

In addition, the U.S. Department of 

Defense’s Humanitarian Demining Research 

and Development Program, in partnership 

Iraqi children participating in soccer skills, drills, and MRE in northern Iraq. Spirit of Soccer
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