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So, that's the way I became 2 eesse

e M%Q@“ P 'l

DeSe: Uhhuh,

MeHe: To tell the truth, I've gone all the way, you know this
coming September, I'll be ninty years olde. (Laughed)

DeSe: Oh, my goodness!

M.Hs: Now, you don't believe that, I don't expect?

DeSe: No, I don't,

MeHe: I don't blame you if you don't, because I don't look like,
I never looked, I never have looked my age. I never have
looked my agees What I mean by that is that I have always
been older than a body would take me to be, see?

DeSe: Uhhuh,

M.He: Most of my life,

DeSe: Well, NOW ceee

MeHe: Well, anyhow eeses

DeSe: Well, eee Mre Hitt lives in Luray and he hadlg/:;:iz...

M.He: Yea,

DeSe: eee and his father owned a stores Am I right?

MeHe: VYeas Well, eee

DeSe: Where was the store located?

MeHe: Well, eee Uh eee my store was located on East Main Street,
right see Uh, eee righ at,a little bit East of the .ee uh,
eee location was there at the Main Street Baptist Church,

DeSe: Oh?

M(.He.: The o0ld church, before this one was built. The old

church occupied less of that space, and there was a
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store room that was on the opposite side, uh, see Of the
street today; was moved over there years later.

Uhhuh,

eesbut, that same building was over on that side of the
street, and the seee Mre. Vernon Ford ..

Uhhuh,

eee Uh, see Who owned, of course he is not living,’;is
peoples He has a granddaughter a'living over in the

finest house in Luray, or Page County.

Uhhuh,

Over here, the Ford home <.

Yea.

ees Well, there is two homes there. One was built for
VeH., Vernon Ford, and the other one for his son, Will,
Anyhow, see Uh eee in 1911 44¢ Mre. Ford had run a store ...
uh, +es next to the old church..e.s
Uhhuh, ’
eee before eee uh, +ee this present one was built. _Uh,t??.

as is usually the case, when somebody followgs another

ﬂba¢7?4444“”4“”"

DeSe?
M.H.:

DeSe
M.H,:
DeSes

man in as a merchant see Uh, see I bought out his ... uh,
eee tail end of his stock, you see?

Yea.

When he was closing out. Sold the stock down and so on,
and then probably buy out, buy the clothes out, a
portion of it, for so much on a dollar., See?

Uhhuhe Uhhuhe.

Well, T started there in 1911,

Uhhuh,
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And, ran the store there until nineteen ¢e. uh, e.ee thirty,
you might say, the tail end of twenty.nine,: so on.
What did you have in eesee.
From eleven to thirtye.
What did you have in your store?
EVERYTHING!
Well, what is everything?
Well, everything even took in a Millinery eee Uh, esee Department.
Uhhuh,
In thoée days there was a Millinery eee
Yea,
eee YOU KNOW, cee
Yea.
ees Women hats?
Yea,
And, a Millinery .
Did you have shoes?
Well, I had a sister who made a good milliner, e
Uhhuh,
Sister Virginia. In fact, she and I are the only two
left in our family todaye.
Right,.
And, In 1911 I bought out the tail end of V.H. Ford's
eee Uh, ses business, and started there and ran it until
I'd say 'bout until 1930,
Alright now, did you have shoes there?
Have what?

Shoes?

Shoes? Aaah yea!
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And, did you have yard good?

Oh, yes, Yea!

Alright, now eee

Hady eee in other words, did have groceries and millinery
and everything that would go between“two items. Those two
items seee

0000. K!

eee Which took in everything.

Alright,

When it was run, it was run, I ran it as a ekash and trade
store., For instance, I took in eggs, and butter, and dried
apples and all that kind of things,.

Hams?

Yea, ees Uh, eee

Chickens?

Yeae Yea, esee uh, even took in chickens. And, eee Uh, oo
So, would mountian people come down to your store?

Oh, everybody came there eee

Could you tell a ¢ ee

eee from all around,

Could you tell a mountain person from another?

Well, I don't know if I could tell them if unless I, eee
well, I learned,

Yeae

For instance, like the Corbins, say e

Uhhuh,

Say, Woody and George Corbin as an example,

Uhhuhe
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M¢Hs.: I remember when, e One time they came to town ... uh, réZf;Vlf2¢7
two little horses, I think, hitched to what was ordinarily
a one horse wagone

DeSe: TUhhuh,

Me¢He: Uh, eee Which of course, had a «ee¢ It wasn't a spring
wagon, it was just one of the other kind of wagon that
eees And, they had see Uh, cee meate

DeSe: Uhhuh,

MeHe: HOZSB oo

DeSe: Uhhuh,

MeHe: oeoe Which esee uh, see Was butchered, I'd say, when they
didn't weight more than about a hundred pounds or a little
over, so on like thate That was probably raised nearly
altogether on acrons, you know?

DeSe Yea,

.

M.H.

Mountain doings.

DeSe: Yese

M,H,: See?

DeSe: Uhhuh,

MeH.: And, I bought that meat, you see?

DeSe: Can you recall how much you paid for that meat?

M.Het I couldn't say for sure,

DeSe: Roughly?

MeHoet Well, <ee

DeSe: Just an estimate.

MeHe: Take eee Uh, eee all around for instance, the shoulders
and hams and sides all together., For instance, I think I
bought it that way, so much a pound see fOr eee fOr see fOrese

Of course, we'd +ee Uh, eee sell the hams for more than

the shoulders or the sides eee
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Sure,

eee and like thate But, I bought that meat, I'd say

for twenty cents,

A pound?

Uhhuh,

So, then what did they do then, buy from ... trade thateee.
Oh, yea.

seee that for things like eees

Yeae eee Well, for a great extent, yea.

Or did they build up credit with you?

They spent +ee I gorget nowe eee At that time I had a
money of my own,

Uhhuh,

Hitt's was a store which is a form of twenty-five, fifty,
and a dollar pieC€ecesee

Yes,

eee 2bout the size of a quarter or a little bigger, or
something like that.

Chips, they called them, didn't they?

Huh?

Chipse Did they call them chips?

Uhhuh,

Yea.

And, that was esee I'd give that .ee I'd run as cash and
trade, For instance, I'd give that in place of money to
people that I bought a lot of things from,

Sure, And, then they could use that when they came back
to the store.

They came and used it the same as moneye.



DeSe.: Yea.

MeHe: ooe in my store.

D.Se: Right,

M.H.: Yea,

DeSe: Did most of the mountain people come by horse or did any
of them walk here?

MeHs: ©No, I think they came by horse <ee

DeSe: Uhhuh,

MeHe: oee as far as I know,

DeSe: Then there were hitching posts around?

Me.H.: Oh, yea,

DeSe: Yeae

MeHe: Yeae

DeSet Uh, eee

M.H.: There were hitching post at certain places on Main Street,

DeSe: Did you ever find that the mountain people would buy
things and couldn't pay for them?

MeHe: Noe No, I never .o No, I never credited anybody that I
didn't get any money frome But, eee I see UN, cee MY eoe
my see Uh, see but, my store went as cash or trade.

DeSe: Uhhuh,

MeHe: I didn't keep accountse See?

DeSe: Uhhuh, Yea.

MeHe: Others,.ee some merchants, of course, kept accounts
and all that kind of thingSeeee

DeSet Uhhuh,

MeHo: oo but, I did not,

DeSe: Uhhuh,

M.He: And, that away it was eee it Was esee Uh, ¢ee the matter of
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the uUsSe eee Of 2 eee Of that money of my own <ee
Yea.
eee foOr instance eee
Yeaes Right,
eee 1 would give*{iade.

How much were shoes at thattime, do you recall? A pair

‘of shoes?

Yeae A pair of shoes, ooooh! Huh! Well, of course it
depended on the quality and this, that, and other, and so
one But. anyhow, then .ee you remember, You don't remember,
but then was such a thing of a woman shoes with a top that
come up like this eseeee

Yeae

eee and buttoned,

Yea, Right,

A buttoned shoe,

Right.

See?

Yeae

And, most women wore shoes then ... instead of what we
call slipperse

Righte

See?

Suree Uhhuh,

That was back there ¢ees Uh, eee When that was a custom,
Sure,

There was a button shoe, for instance, or a women shoes
and some different size heels and all that kind of thinge.
Uhhuh,
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Yea, eee SO On,

Sure.

Yea.

Did they buy many yard goods?

Yea,

Yea?

Yea, I sold quite a lot of calico gingham or calico
percale,

Uhhuh,

For instance, calico was twenty-four inches wide and-a,
it was bolted, wrapped doubles Uh, eee Uh, eee percale
was a yard widee

Huh!

Gingham was mostly twenty-seven inches <ee

Yeae

ese but all that kind of .eee all of those, for instance,
Sold a great deal of that in a lot.

Yeae

People did a lot of their own sewing, you know?

Sure,

Dresses and so on out of calico eee

Suree

eee Percale and gingham.

Uhhuh,

And, then of course, others +ess uh, sse liked wool goods,
or part wool, and all like that.

How about overalls, did the mountain people buy their

overalls or make them?
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Well, mostly bought thems But, you could buy a good, a
pretty good overall back there, at one time, for a dollar.
wow!
Believe it or not,.
Yea,
I knowe eee I know there was a overall called Allen,
Allen's Overall, was made in North Carolina, I think,
Somewhere, made in the South, and-a, and I remember selling
those overalls, And, you could buy overalls with a bib,
Bib Overalls, of course there were bib overalls eee
Uhhuh,
eee and then without a bi¥ too, eee
Uhhuh,
eee yOu know?
Uhhuh,
But, eee the (Laughed)
When these mountain people came down, were they dressed
differently from the other people?
I don't think so to a great extent, except they were
dressed very plain.
Were they men shavengf?
Huh?
Were the men shaveng?
Men? (Laughed) Not altogether, no. I think there were
more beards then than there is today.
Yeas
Yea.
Yeae Uhhuhe I oftened wondered if the men did shave,

Did some of them?
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MeHoe: Well, eee Well, see Uh, eee Huh! Well, (Laughed) some
did, I think to some extent,

DeSe: Unhuhe Did eee

M.He: But, it was more that wore a bearde.

DeSe: Did any of the Nicholsons come down?

MeHe: Who?

DeSe: Nicholsons,

M.Hs: Nichols or Nicholsons, yea.

D.SQ: Yea.

MsHe: Yea, I remember that name e
DeSe: Uhhuh,

MeHe: oeee some by that name, eee
DeSet Yeas

MeHe: oeoe people by that name.
DeSe: How about people from Tgnners Ridge, did they come to you?
MeHe: Tanners Ridge? Yea.

DeSe

Uhhuhe Would they walk?

MeHe: Oh, I don't know, Huh! Probably some of them did that
didn't have any other waye.

DeSe: Yeas

MeHe: NOy, I'm 4ee I'm most sure that some of them did,.

DeSe: Yeas They thought nothing of walkinge

M.He: Huh?

DeSe: They didn't think anything of walking?

MeHse: No! Heck, no indeed.

DeSe

Uh’ LN

MeHe Keep on a waling. (Laughing)

.o

D.S.: Yea. Uh’ LR X J
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That's like the doctor told me when a few years ago, I
got into a wreck on Main Street and I was put in, put in
the beds And, I had this leg in a cast where my ankle, eee
this right ankle was splintered, ... and for five weeks
I layed with that ankle in that cast. And, anyhow, a
little later when I +ee Uh, +ee Was able to ﬁ%gg*; little
weight on it and walk with a walker, you know? Uh, see
(Laughed)
Boy!
eees the doctor told me, eee Uh, eee When I got a good
deal better and so forth and so on, He told me to keep
on a walking. (Laughing)
Yea., Just to keep walking, righte (Laughed)
Keep walking,.
Your father had a store, didn't he?
Oh, yea! He had a store off and one Uh, for ... oh well,
when I was eee 5ay from esee I always said for most boys eee
had a time of play .
Uhhuh,

I .ee from about seven years on didn't have a time of playe.
Ooooh!

See? For instance, uh, +ee there on Main Street now, on
the West side of the bridge eee

Uhhuh,

ese On the South side of the street from the ... from the
brick building up here, which is an office building now
and a flower, florist, flowers and sO One.

Uhhuh .
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MeHe: TUh, eee there was a dwelling house next to that, toward
the creek, esee and then from the dwelling house on
toward to the creek there wasn't any buildingse

DeSe: Yeas

MeHse: And, my Father built a eee, a store room there that just
had a thirty foot fronte ees Thirty foot front and then
a porche A porch to go out to the boardwalk. There use
to be a boardwalk from that corner up there .ee

DeSet Yea.

MeHe 2 oee clear to the bridgee

DeSe: Uhhuh,

MeHo: Well, that was the time when it was a wooden bridge and a
iron bridge and then the present bridge, see?

DeSet Yeae Uhhuh,

MeHe: Well, at this time esee Uh, eee When this store roon was
first built, see thirty foot front and only went back )
twenty feet, See? But, followed the boardwalk, had a x@¢¢é§L’
porch see filled eee filled in all that and so one And, eee
uh, eee What?

DeSet Did you have to take care of the storeroon?

MeHe: Oh, yeae When eee I workede I had eeey, I didn't have
play time,

DeSet Yeas

MeHe: That's righte And, I did eee UL, eee

DeSe: Did you ever help in your father's store?

MeHe: Oh! .o (Laughed) that's what I did.

DeSe? Oe¢ Ko & NOW, eee

M.He: Yea, I spent, as I say, eee uh; ese fOr instance eee Uh, oo
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uh, eee uUp the creek, eee a couple of hundred yards

from the house, there the road goes on around that way, eee
there's a swimming hole up there, you know?

Uhhuh,

Where the boys went in swimmingeee

Yea,

eee and so like thate Well, uh, .ee I'd like to get up
there myself, you know?

Sure,

But, (Laughing) I didn't have the off time, you might saye.
Uhhuhe Right,

That most of them had that could to there and go in

and all like that, and so on.

Yeas

But, I was kept pretty close to thiss.e.s To this Confectionery
Store that my Father built there and so,., and ran for a
certain number of years.

Did any mountain people come to this Confectionery Store?
Well, see (Laughed) I think everybody dide One thing, eee
that we had there, see that my Father kind of specialized
in was see Uh, see high grade peanuts. He bought the best
big peanuts you couldbuy, Come out of Bgltimore, of course,
in one hundred pound sackse

Yeae

See?

And, they were roasted in a big roaster where all ofilthem
were exactally alike, you know? They weren't roasted, for
instance, up town #ﬁé@%’a store would have a little roaster,

you know, roast a gallon or two at a time, at a time you kow?
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Where a lot a little bit burnt and another lot wouldn't
be quite roasted enough,
Uhhuh,
All that kind of thinge eee But, these peanuts were e
Uh, eee Were roasted esee Uh, eee in a big roaster that
roasted a whole hundred pound sack at a time and they were
always prefection, See?
Uhhuh,
Well, see We had a galvanized iron +es 2 eee Whatever you
wamt to call it, thing made., Made about this deep, eee
about that wide, and about that long, and set up, you know,
high enough, and about that deep « Then he put those
peanuts on there and had a lamp underneath to warm J;Z;ﬂnz
Uhhuh,
eee to heat them,
Uhhuh,
When a peanut goes tough, you can't bring it back,
Yeae
See? You know like that? Well, we had a system that when
he would get a sack of them peanuts, he had a double
barrel, What I mean by that, a big sugar barrel in those
days and then a flour barrel was smaller, So, the flour
barrel was put in the sugar barrel and all around between
the two was filled with slack lime, to keep it prefectally
dry, you see,
Uhhuh,
And=a eee Uh, see he would get those peanuts out of

Baltimore and-a .. keep them then in this Sales box, you

might say, Or Sales stand eee Sold for so much a cup.

The cup was between a pint and a quart,
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Uhhuh,
And, he had on e¢se On part of this galvanized, uh, eee
contrapsion, S0 On ..e '"Best You Ever Eat',
(Laughed) Uhhuh,
Yeas S0, the question was \%A’tﬁggﬁat was correcte
Uhhuh,
See?
Yeae
Weather it ought to be "The Best You Ever Eat" or
"The Best You Ever Ate"?
Yeas
See?
Uhhuh,
So there was some questione (Laughing) S0, our e.ee OUur

ENARD
preacher, Mr, ggrdo, was a Baptist Preacher, and he was

a educated man and so some said we'll ask Mr, &= ﬁ.{?p
that is correct or not,

(Laughing)

(Laughing) "Best You Ever Eat"; or if it should be "The
Best You Ever Ate"? He said, I reckon that's been the
best you ever eat when you're eating them. (LAUGHING!)
Yea, (Laughed)

So, that's one of them old things, you know? (Laughing)
Yea.

That happens in a life time, you know,

Yea, Right., You know, one question I was wondering eee

You mentioned George Corbin e

Uhhuh,

eee and the Nicholsonse
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DeSe: Yeae

DeSe: Now, did ever they bring any moonshine down to your

store?
M.Hes: Noo
DS No?%?

MeHe: Huh-un, Not, that I knowed of,.

DeSe: Well, you would have known,

M¢Hoe: Well, I say eeee Nnot ses Not, they didn't,

DeSs¢ You never took that in trade?

MeHe: Huh-une No, indeeds No, they never offered that to me.
DeSe: Did the Corbins ever bring any baskets to you?

M.H.: Baskets?

DeSe

They use to make baskets,

MeHe: Nos The baskets that came to town was from over here in
the Massanutten, by the people of the name of CoOkf eee
and e.ee COOks and Nicholson, Nicholsonse

MeHe: Cooks and Njicholsons over in Massanutten made baskets
of all different kind and all, and came eee s0ld them in
town,

DeSet Would you ever buy anyof those? Did you ever buy any of
those?

MeHe: Oh, yeaes Yea.

DeSe: Did the Atkinse esee Atkins from around Thornton Gap ever
come down?

MeHe: Atkins?

DeSe: Yeae

MeHe: NO, eee I don't remember people by the name of Atkins, in

ees You said Thornton Gap?

DeSet Yeas
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That's in esee that's in the Blue Ridge?

Yea,

Yeas Atkins? No, I don't remember knowing anyeeee

Oe Koo

seepeOPle from that section.

Alright, Did any of the mountain people buy hats from
you?

Buy what?

Hats?

Hats? Huhe (Laughed) What do you mean, women?

Yea,

Oh, I think they dide eee Probably, ees because when we
had a millinery department eee uh, eee from 1911, from
that period of time and on for some time later ... and so
one WHY, eee Uh, eee it Was ¢.. aaah, it was customary

#

So, then the women would come down from“mountains too?

for women , all to wear hats,

Yea, Yea! Well, I thing s.. (Laughed) as well as I can
remember esee Uh, esee Why at that time women's hats
were very important,

Yea.

I know everyone had to different from every other one,
Yeas (Laughed) |

You know?

Right,

For my sistereee trimmed hasts especially ... then,
Armstrong Carter was wholesale people in Bgltimore eee
I bought the hat frames ¢ee

Uhhuh,
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seeand hats, and ribbons, flowers, feathers, and all
that stuff, you know?
Yea.
To trim the hats.
Yea,
See? 1 remember thate
If children came along with their parents, how did the
children act? Would they run wild all over the store?
Oh, I don't think so., Huh-un,
Huh-une, Were they different from children today?
I don't think so,.
Uhhuh,
To a great extent, I think.
Well, children today are pretty wild.
The only thing is,: that is there more of them then
was barefooted,
Yea.
I know that my Mother would never let me take my shoes
off to go barefooted until May came, you see?
Uhhuh,
For instance, no matter how warm it got in April and
SO ON eeees don't go barefooted until May. (Laughing)
Right, (Laughed)
Because see Which is sesee
Yeae
ess just a custom you know?
Sure,

I mean, that was a key time to start to go barefooted.
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Because you probably wouldn't have any really cold weather
anymore,
Yea.
Which it would be too cool to go barefooted.
You were telling me , before we started this that you
had been up there at Skyland working eeee
Yeae
eesofor several month$
Yea., That was eee
Would you tell about what kind of work you did and what
all went on?
OCh, that was when Pollock was remplly enlarginge eee Uhy; eee
for instance, eee he esee he put a tall tower, windmill
down at the spring,
Uhhuh,
And, then built ... We built .ee @ oo a wooden reservoir,
you might say, backwhere the kitchen and dinning room of
his resort was., That was higher than the rest of the e
of the gégg?g&ou see?
Uhhuh,
And, then ran a line from down at the spring up to that,
eee Uh, osee to that tank,
Uhhuh,
A large wooden tank, I wouldn't know just how much that
tank would hold, but I'd say eight or ten e.ee Oh, it
was at least ten feet +e¢ uh, «eo through and so higp
and holds thousands of gallons.

So, you'd go up on a Monday morning?

Go up on a Monday morninge
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Would you walk up?

Uh, eee No, We 4ee Well now, tell the truth, I believe
we dide A feller in Luray, that ran a Delivery Stable,
by the name of Emerson <ee

Yea,

eee and, he had a stable at the fQ})t of the mountain,
Right,.

See?

Uhhuh,

We would ride up to the foot of the mountains and walk
the rest of the way upe.

Uhhuh,

That was the 0ld way .e.e 0ld road up, of course eee.
Sure,

eee before the drive was ever made.

Did you ever stay there for any of his parties,.eces that
he had?

No. No, I don't believe I .e¢ I don't believe so. I
know he had see¢ I know he had a dance hall,
Uhhuhe

Yea.

Uhhuh,

Yeae

And, you never stayed to any parties? T
Dy iINE Roon,
No. Once in awhile he'd put on something in the Dance hatt,

I forget now how that was, Huh!

Did you have much chance to talk to any of his guest?

Any of the people that stayed there?

Well, he eee 2 eee Let's see NOW, eee he had a, I'm trying
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to thinke eee Mrs, Boyd, I think., B=0=Y=D,
Yea,
Mrs., Boyd was like ... a house keeper, or so ane I
think she was some kin to Pollock, anyhow, she had a son
or two.
Uhhuh,
And-a, e<ee One of them was about my age and I would talk
with and all like that.
Yea.
Uhhuh,
Yea.
Uh, eee
Did you ever see any of the people who lived near, the
mountain people who lived near Skyland?
Oh yea, eee there was some that worked for Pollock.
Uhhuhe Yea,
Yea.
Can you think of any?
Yea, there was a feller named Parks.
Righte ©Sam Parks,
Parks worked for Pollock a lot,.
Right,.
Well anyhow, when Pollock was building some , ahe.. cottages
and=a eee 2 see a certain number of carpenters was working
there, building these cottages and bath houses and different

things that he was improving with, you know, at a certain

period of time, so one Uh, esee It was one carpenter +ee
uh, eee WhO Was, esee I lost his name. One carpenter eese

was known as doctor, eee it wasn't LOnge eee Doctor.

somebody eee (Laughing)
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DeSe: Yeas

MeHe: ooe I can't think, I just can't think of the name.
Anyhow, Doctor e.e. and, <. He liked hiis boozes right well,
you know?

PeSet Yeas

MeHs: So, of course, he got in touch, I suppose, where he could
get all he wanted,

DeSet Sure,

MeHe: I imagine see Uh, eee Well, ain't that funny how I lost
his name?

DeSe: Well, that's alright,

MeHoe: Well anyhow, esee he eee

DeSe: Would he go down to the houses?

M.H.: Would he what?

DeSe

Would he go to the houses, td?%ie eee moonshinews?
M.He

..

Oh, eee I suppose he could get it easilyes Uh, osee did I

mention a feller that worked for Pollock by the names

of Parks?

DeSe: Yeae

M.H.: Yea.

DeS.: Uhhuh,

M.He: Yea,

DeSe:t Sam Parkse eee

N,H,L Well anyhow, Doctor so and so would get a little booze’,
you know and a esee I remember he and Parks fell out,

DeSe: Oh?

Me.Hs.: That was the thing.,

DeSe: Yeas
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He and Parks ses fell out and eee uh, se. (Laughed) he
carried a pistol around with him, and all that kind of
thing, you know? Uh, eese Uh, eee to scare Parks, I
suppose and sO0 On and eee Uh, eee What did he eee
(Laughed) ees Oh!

Did he ever shoot Parks?

No, he didn't shoot him, But, what I was trying to think
Of eee Uh, eee What he called Parks ... uh, in relationship
to himself,

Oh? Uhhuh,.

Oh, he said he was a full blooded so and sO.

(Laughing)

This poctor, what you call him cee

Uhhuhe.

ees told Parks he was, eses And, told Parks he was a

scub, (LAUGHING!)

(Laughing)

Parks had sense enough that made him mad, you know?

Sure.

(Laughing) Oh, Doctor Walkere.

Doctor Walker?

Walkfer.

Yeae

WeA-l.-K-E=-R, was his name.

Yea,

Doctor Walker, eee he was a carpenter up there that summer

at that time, and so on. He told Parkss eee

Did you eee

ves told Parks that he was a full blooded, whatever he

1
called himself and told Parks he was a scube (LAUGHING')



DeSe: (Laughing)
MeHet So, that's the reason he carried a pistol, to protect

himself from Parks. (Laughing)

DeSe:. Oh, that's great.
M.H.: But, it wasn't any shooting done at him,
DeSe: Did you ever see Fletcher?

M.He: Fletcher?

DeSe: Fletcher, The outlaw, Fletcher.
M.He: Huh?

DeSe

The outlaw Fletcher, who lived near Stoneyman.

M.He,

No, I don't know if I ever heard of him,

DeSe: Pollock talked about him a lot in his book.

MeHe: Yea?

DeSe: Uhhuh,

MJ.H.: Well, that was somebody that ... that Pollock, of course,
knew, It might have been a character that lived there and
all like that.

DeSet Did you ever see see Uh, eee Charlie Sisk?

MesHe: Charlie whe?2"

DeSet Siske

MeH.: Sisk? I think so,.

D.Se: He was a big man, wasn't he?

MeHe: Yea, eee I think so, There were Sisks up there,

DeSe: Yeas

M.He: Yeas

DeSe: He was a stone mason,

M.He: I expect he was, and sO One

DeSet Do you remember him at all?

MeHs: Well, not personally « What I mean, I can't, theréts
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nothing special I can remember about him,

DeSe: Uhhuh,

M.Hs: But, that name is familiar to me.

DeS.: Yea, Yea,

M.Hs: That name Siske.

DeSe: Uhhuh, How long did you work up there?

Mc,He: Oh, nearly all of e.ee Of One summer,

DeSe: How much money did you get?

MsHe: I was working for Frank Stover, who was putting up, as
I said, these improvements, you know?

DeSs Yea, How much money did you earn that summer?

MeHe: Oh, I (Laughed) eee I don't eee I couldn't even tell
you what I was even paid, I just don't remember,

DeSe (Laughing)

M.H.: Tell you the truth, I don't know what I was paide No, sir,.

DeSe: Did you enjoy it up there?

M.He: Very muche

DeSe.: Uhhuh,

M.Hs: Yea, it was Jjust at a time <ee

DeSe.: Did you ever take time to go visit any of the mountain
people while you were up there?

M.He: Noe

DeSe No?

M.He.: No, I don't believe so,.
DeSe: You never went iﬁT%ark's house? It was near.

M.H.

No, I don't believe so,.
DeSe: Uhhuh, Did you ever go to Big Meadows?

MeHe: Uh, ees Big Meadows, What do you mean, at the time was there?

[
DeSe: When you %ﬁ%ﬂa boy?
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When I was up at Stoneyman?

Yea.

Well, I don't remember anything being at Big Meadow
then,

Cattle?
Of course, there was,

There were cattle there?

Cattle?

Yeae

Oh, yea!

Yeas Uhhuh, Yea.

It was then cattle there and there was a ... It was a
man, eee lived here up about Marksville named Koontz eee
Yeae

eee that owned see Uh, ¢ees some ground up at Big Meadow,
Yeae. Uhhuh,

And, each year he would raise cabbage and he would have
a mountain of cabbages like that.

Ssssshe

And, I remember Koontz use to have customers in town
that a certain time in the fall .. he would bring wagon

loads of cabbages to town and sell to these people to
make kraut, See?

Uhhuh,

That he raised up on the mountain,

Mmmmmmum o

Yea.

Gosh!

And, I'm sure he had cattle up there,
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Yea,
Koontz did, I think,
Hey, speaking of that, did people that ... Mountain people
that used your store, would they bring cabbages to you?
NOe eoe I oee
Huckleberries?
Noe ess Huckleberries headquarters was at Stanley. Stanley
use to ship piles of huckleberries,
Uhhuh,
See?
Uhhuh,
That was closer to the mountain people who picked
huckleberries, or gathered huckleberries and all,
Uhhuh,
And-az, I remember that from Stanley lots of huckleberries
were shipped to Washington or somewhere, wherever they
shipped them,
Yeas OeKeo
The huckleberries.
Uhhuh,
You know the best way to pick huckleberries?
How?
Take a umbrella, open it up and lay it down and shake
the ese (Laughing)
Really?

ese sShake the vines over the umbrella, you know, and

S

gather .e.e the huckleberries, YGet them in the container

the best way you cane, (Laughing)
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Is that a good way to do it?

Yeas. (Laughing)

It doesn't bruise them then?

Noes Noo

And, it saves picking each one individually then, doesn't
1¢?

Well, it's slow=-go picking them ... in a sense.
Mmmmum,

They are small and all like that.

Yeas Yeas

Very slow=goe

Yea.

(Laughing) Yea,

Did you ever hear of any problems that the mountain
people had eee Uh, see like did you, just talk around
town, you know? e.ee Like see Would you hear like eseee
Oh, the Sheriff had to go up there in the mountains on
anything of that kind?

Oh, eee I know when Pine Grove eee

Uhhuh,

You know where Pine Grove is?

Right, T

And, the Episcopalian have a 4gggg£f¢gere o

Yea,

eee and , all like thate I know when Pine Grove had a
pretty bad reputation, \

Uhhuh,

And, one thing that I think was the see Uh, ¢es Espiscopal

Mission project aim was to kind-of to civilize Pine Grove.
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Right,

See?

And, they did too, didn't they?

Uhhuh,

Yea,

And, they did,

Right,.

And=a, eee Yeae

I was just wondering eee

And, before, see before that Mission was set up and built
there, I was just trying to think, Can you remember the
lady that was there, eee I can't think of herA/ANME -

Deconess Hutton.

Hutton? Deconess Hutton, that's right.

She's still there,

Oh, you can't tell me!

She is still there!

Is that so!

Uhhuhe

Well, I haven't heard anything about Pine Grove in
recent years and so on, But, Deconess Hutton, I knew her.
Uhhuh,

Uhhuh,e (Laughed) Huh!

A beautiful woman,

Yes, indeed!

Yeae

Oh, yes indeed, Huh!

Yeae eee Uhy eee I was just thinking eee

Well, that changed that place, that locality and all.
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The people from there, I think was very much changed.
Yea, they were,
After that was established <ee
Right,
eee and so On,
Yeae

And, no e%%-‘é?tfabout that.

How about Jewell Hollow, Did you hear of any problems
in Jewell Hollow?

Well, I heard of Jewell Hollow, but I do not knowe I'm
not familiar with any certain thing about any conditions eee
Uhhuh,

eee and so one But, eee

Mountain fires. Was there many mountain fires that you
remembered?

Oh yea, we use to see mountain fires quite often,

Uhhuh,

Yeas

Yeae

Yeae eee DO you think they were set deliberately?

Uh, eee it was claimed, I think, to some extent, that at
a certain time of year bhe;ﬁ;:re some of those fires were
set, eee toO clean/up for hucdkleberry time.

Right, Do you recall what time of year that was?

Well, I can't see I imagine it was in the see Uh, eee
setting the fires .ee Was the .. must have been in the
Fall before the Spring growth. Beginning of the growth
of the huckleberries.

Uthho
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MeHe: Well, I know it was claimed .ese to some extent, that some
of these fires were set in order to clean off for the
growth of huckleberries,

DeSe: Uhhuh,

M,H.: Yea, if it was true or note It might have been true to
some extent eee

DeSet: Sure,

MeHoe: oee I expect it was,

D.S.

Yeao

M.He

Well, I know we use to see mountain fires quite often <ee
DeSe: Yeas
MeHet: oee but, in recent years you don't see them anymore,

DeSe Yeae

Mo.He I mean, some years back there hasn't been any that I know

of.

DeSet NOe NOe see Did, eee I Jjust happened to think., Did you
have nails and things like that in your store?

M.He: Nails? Yea.

DeSe: Did the mountain people buy nails?

MeHe: Well, (Laughed) I think they did when they had some nailing
to do. (LAUGHING)

DeSe: Yeae Did they buy axes and stuff of that kind?

M.Het Yeas

DeSe: Saws?

MeHe: Oh, yeae see Yeae

DeSet Huh!

MeHe: Hardware,

DeSe: Uhhuhe

MeHe: Uhhuh,
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If they brought in a dozen of eggs to you, how much did
you give them for it?
Oh, I just don't remember exactallye eee I know when I
use to buy butter, of course this wasn't from mountain
people, but country people arounde Uh, +ee I bought a
good deal of butter. I bought butter as cheap as fifteen
cents a pound.
Will you go back in business, please! (Laughed)
(Laughed) VYea.
Huh!
Uh, eee buttere eee And, it use to be a lot of country
butter made, but it's not today, you see,
Noe
But, it use to be.
Yeae
Because, eee U, eee Uh, ¢ it's Jjust like the .e¢ I know
when I was growing up, for instance, where did I buy milk?
I bought it where, ... from whoever was the closest who
had a cow,
Uhhuh,
See?
Uhhuh,
Now milk is two dollars a gallon, eee
Yeaes
eee then it was twenty cents,.
Yea,
Yeas
It was better tooe.

We bought eee We oes bought milk for five cents a quart,
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Now, it is two dollars a gallon, fifty cents a quart,.

Yea.

(Laughing) But, that's eee Uh, ees come about more or
less quite recent and still it has been some time since
you could buUyeee UL, see

Yea.

eee buy milk from the closest cow cee

Righte

see that you could find.

Yea.

I know my eee

Did you ever know of the mountain people eating any beef?
Eating any beef?

Yeae

Oh, I don't knowe Huh! I guess, see I don't know how it

was years back, .ee seems like to me it was a set up
custom when a eee a farmer would butcher a beef that he

would have sales in some way for portions of it, you know?

Uhhuh,

Yeae

Uhhuhe Yeae

You could buy eee Uh, eee

When you were little see

You could buy beefes esee YOu could buy beef, for instance,
in eee they would, eee they would eee Uh, eee saw it up
s and-a, esee and freeze it for you and so on. You could
buy it to put in your own freezefi

Yeas

That's the point I was makinge A few years back, I
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hadn't heard any of that ggoing on lately, but I don't
know whye Weather it is any law to prohibit it or anything
or note But, I mean a few years back eee

Mmmmum e

eee it use to be that you could, esee Uh, ees Uh, see at
times DUY eee Uh, eee beef that was prepared to put in
your freezer,

When you were a young man,.eee VEry YOUNE eeee

Yea.

eee did you ever hike through the mountains?

Noe.

No?

No, I don't think so.

You never?

The most hiking that I did was, esee Was the year that I
worked up there,

Yeas

Yeas

Uhhuh,

Yeaes eee Well, there use esee I guess they still are,
mountain trails,

There is, Yes,

Yeae

Yea, it's still there.

Yea,

Uhhuh,

Mountain trails where some organization, sometime out of
Washington, for instance, ggé/... will start on a mountain

trail with the object of going certain distances, so forth.
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Uhhuh,

Spend certain time on a hike, See?

Yea,

A bunch of them, for instance.

Well, the trailg up to Skyland is still there from where
the Belivery Stables were,

‘ \

Yeao

Uhhu};%me W %@0

See, a going in a mountain home and describing somewhat
the condions were there,

Yea.

I just don't have that experience.

Oe Koo

Uhhuh,

Alright.

But, it would be a very see uh, eee I mean I could enjoy,
eee Uh, see to some extent .o uh, haveing that experience,
Uhhuh,

Going in some of those mountain homesy eee

Uhhuh,

eee and, eee knowing just how things went one.

Right.

What they had in there eee .

Yea,

ese Uh, what kind of housekeeper they were, But, I'll
tell you one thing in connection with that, Is THAT, you

can't tell, as far as people's wealth or lack of wealth is

who is a good housekeepers,
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DeSet NOo
M.He: You know that?

DeSe: Uhhuh, (Laughed) Uhhuh,

M.H.: DBecause I been in a few, a couple, at least, Of esee Uh, cee
houses of very poor people and-=a, eee was a good
housekeeper there ¢ee

DeSe: Uhhuh,

M¢He: eoee and things were spic and spane.

DeSe: Uhhuh,.

M.Hs: And, you go into another one probably it that looked like
you would expect things to be at least J%%z%éj%%scent, why
(Laughed) you find anything else bute (Laughed)

DeSe: That's true,

MJHe: Yes, sir,

DeSe: Very truee.

MeHe: Yea,

DeSe: Yeae

MeHe: I know that, (Laughed)

DeSe: Yeao, Uhhuh,

MeHe: 7You can find that, of course you don't have to go to the
mountains. (Laughing)

DeSe You don't, you're right., People are people. (Laughing)

.o

MeHe: Yea, that's right.
DeSe: Well, is there anything that you can think of that I have

not asked youe.

MeHe: (Laughing) Oh, I guess it is a whole lot, but I wouldn't

know whate (Laughing)

DeSe: You have been wonderfule eee YOU are eee YOU have done so
much for us, you don't know how much you have done.
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MeHe: Oh! Well, I'm just trying eee I'm just trying to answer
a few questions, that's alle (Laughing)

DeSe: Oh, you have helped us tremendously.

MeHe: Ohe

DeSe: I Jjust wished you could remember how much a pair of shoes
cost,

M¢He: Oh, eee What you mean, women shoes?

DeSe: Men shoes?

MeHoe: Men shoeSe eee Well, eee I eee I can say this from
experience, see that a eee I can remember when five dollars
was a right high price for a pair of men's shoes,

DeSe: Yea! Yea!

M.H.: Was thought to be, eee you know, a high price.

DeSe: I have heard some of them say it was a dollar and a
quarters

MeHe: Oh well, you could buy .ee uh, eee you could buy shoes
back there that was very sorrye. (Laughing) And-a,
for instance, that would have what we called paper or
paste board insolesy eee

DeSe: Oh?

MeHe: oeoe Or something like that, you know?

DeSe: Yeae

MeHe: And, you would buy them very cheape.

DeSe: Uhhuh,

M.He: I remember .. I had a store and sold shoes, of course,
and I remember selling a feller, see Uh, eee Gil Grove,

who lived up the country here, a pair of shoes c.ee fOr a

very cheap pricee I don't remember what, but, they were
very sorry shoes. (Lauging)
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Uhhuh,

They were very_gheap, very sorry shoese
Yea.

Well anyhow, they didn't wear very goode.
Uhhuh,

And, he bought them at a price when he couldn't expect
them to wear, (Laughing)

Yea, And, he had moneye.

Yea! Yea!

That feller had money,

Yea, he ought of known that those shoes weren't going to

wear very well, That then had in what we called paper
shoes or card board insoles Or, e.ee I mean on insoles
Or eee
Yeae
eee Or What we called paper solese Paper insoles and so
One But, ese
He had a cattle farm up near Skyland ..o He had a cattle
farm Up eee Uh, eee beyond eee up in the mountain up
Rocky Branch,
Gil Groves Yea, Gil Grove was well to doe
And, he had a big farm here,

His son lives up there now, is one of the richesTeee Uh, ees

men around heree
Morrise

Yes, Morrise eee Morris and, what is her name?
Frances.
Huh?

Francese
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DeBet
MoHo?
D.S.

M.He

DeSe
M.He!

DeSet
MeHe!

DeSe

MeHot
DeSet
MeHo:
DeSe

- B0 -
Frances, yeae Morris and Frances, I haven't seen those
two people for a couple of years, I don't know for how
long, SOe eee I don't know, I use to see them quite often
and so one, But, they go to the Regular Bapist Church
which built a very nice church South of town eee
Yea.
eee On 340, you know?
Uhhuhe
Now, when they eee Uh, eee attended church over here in
town I seen them right often because I'd go there quite
often.
Yeae
So, I'd see theme But, I haven't seen them, I don't
expect in four or five years.
Uhhuh,e Well, they are fine.
I'1l have to have to go up there to church to see some of
those old friends.
Suree
(Laughing) Yeae.
Well, I sure dO eee
I hadn't seen for awhile.

I thank=you ee I thanke~you so very, very muchs
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