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A study on the piano skills of primary school teachers needed for music class

kB L

Abstract

Teachers at primary schools are required to play keyboard instruments to perform the important

role of accompanying their pupils when singing or playing an instrument in music class. Teachers who

do not major in music are often unprepared for playing an instrument, and recent years have
consequently seen an increase in the use of teaching CDs for music class. In light of this trend, the
present study aimed to clarify the kinds of skills students of teacher—training university courses should

be able to acquire in their piano lessons.

Although teacher-training courses are not expected to foster an exceptionally high level of piano

skills, the present study found that students of these courses were only offered basic piano skills and did

not learn how to accompany singing and instrumental music. Considering the level of ability of students

enrolled in teacher—training courses, the possibility of these courses implementing piano lessons that

target a higher level of skill, including playing a melody and singing at the same time as well as playing

chords for a melody, should be examined.
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