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Analysis of Outsider’s Immigration
Process in Mountainous Communities:
Fostering the Notion of “Habitant”

Norio OKADA Toshikazu KAWAHARA

Abstract:

Given the ages of communication to follow in the next century, this paper
focuses on the immigration process of outsiders into mountainous communities
in Japan by analyzing the notion of “habitant.” With Oguni Town, Kumamoto
Prefeture as a case study area, illustration has been made to identify
differences in types of habitants, such as inhabitants, semi-habitants and
trans-habitants, from among those outsiders who practically reside in Oguni.
The case study has contributed a great deal to the fostering and vitalization of
these proposed notions. In conclusion further extensions have been suggested
toimprove their applicabilty and practicality, especially, related to vitalization
of mountainous regions.

Keywords:
immigration process, habitant, ages of communication, vitalization of
mountainous regions





