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By 2050 Colorado’s Population Expected to Nearly Double

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This slide shows the population growth that we expect to see, basin by basin. 

By 2050, the state’s population is expected to double. 

This is due to both birth and migration into the state.  

Colorado’s Water Plan incorporates planning based on a variety of population growth possibilities ( for low, med, and high growth scenarios).
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Colorado Water Availability Study – a CWCB research project to determine water availability in the state. 
Drought Mitigation Plan – (CWCB product) plan was adopted in November, 2013.  Public was involved. Will be incorporated into CWP
SWSI – Statewide Water Supply Initiative – CWCB technical assessment of the state’s water issues, first SWSI completed in 2010. We know more today than we have ever known about our future water demand.  This is currently being updated.
Climate Change Report – We are updating our climate change work to include the latest models statewide. We need to be prepared for any possible future. This will be incorporated into SWSI and the CWP.
Water Quality and Permitting–  we are working with our permitting partners and the Water Quality Control Division to put together a way to become more efficient in our permitting
IBCC work– we talked about this in the previous slide
Underground Water Storage Study – There are a few studies related to groundwater and the water plan will discuss how to utilize this important resource
BIPS – Basin Implementation Plans – we have initial drafts from each basin, more detail in later slides.
CDSS – the Colorado Decision Support System is a modeling tool that allows for basin-wide planning. We have models for the entire West Slope and are currently working on ones for the South Platte and Arkansas. These are critical tools for planning. 





The Basin Roundtables

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Roundtable process provides a forum for locally driven, collaborative solutions.  

Each of the Basin Roundtables have drafted a Basin Implementation Plan (BIP) to address the water supply gaps identified in the (Statewide Water Supply Initiative) SWSI 2010. These are the heart of the water plan. Elements of the BIPs will comprise a significant portion of Colorado’s Water Plan.

The draft BIPs were delivered to the CWCB this last July.

The water plan has reinvigorated the roundtable process and we’re seeing a big rise in attendance and participation by roundtable members and the public.  





Executive Order Values
• A productive economy 

that supports cities, 
agriculture, recreation 
and tourism;

• efficient and effective 
water infrastructure; and 

• a strong natural 
environment including 
healthy watersheds, 
rivers, streams and 
wildlife



Timeline: where we’ve been
May 2013 - Executive Order 

Issued

August 2013 - IBCC No and Low 
Regrets actions

 January 2014 - first sections 
released

May 2015 - SB 115 passed

 June 2014 - Draft Conceptual 
Framework 

July 2014 - Draft Basin 
Implementation Plans 
Submitted

October 2014- Public 
comment deadline for the 
Draft Plan

December 2014- the Draft 
Plan was submitted to the 
Governor



Presenter
Presentation Notes
This shows the timeline for the plan’s development.  The top half shows the deadlines related to the draft and the bottom flags show the public comment deadlines.  We are only HALF done!

Here are some highlights:   
Each basin gave a verbal presentation of its DRAFT Basin Implementation Plan (BIP) at the July CWCB Board meeting and then submitted their DRAFT BIP in written form at the end of July.
Then CWCB staff had 29 days to thoroughly review the BIPs and author 11 new draft water plan chapters and sections based on these. 
At the September CWCB Board meeting additional draft chapters of the Plan were released for public review--  so there is a lot of fairly new reading material on-line. 
At the November CWCB Board meeting, a draft of Plan will be released to the CWCB Board for final review that incorporates all of the revisions and public input received through October 10, 2014.
Then a special December board meeting will be held where the full first draft of Colorado’s Water Plan will be delivered to the Governor. 

For 2015, the CWCB has recommended the following timeline to the Governor’s office: 
Public input on the Draft BIPs could be due in March, to coincide with the Statewide BRT Summit. 
Final BIPs would be submitted to CWCB in April.
Public comment on the first draft as a whole is suggested to be due in May, 2015.
The CWCB will release a second draft of the Plan in July, which incorporates all of the public comment received to date. 
Then there will be one more public comment period on the second draft
And the final Plan will be submitted to the Governor in December, 2015.






Draft 
Colorado 
Water Plan
in a nut 
shell

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In the July draft you can expect to see adapted sections in the plan on conservation, the environment, ag viability, and the land use and water section, all based on comments the CWCB received and meeting with organizations around the state.  
Based on public input we’re also developing an action plan for Chapter 10, and fully reworking the Funding chapter.  




Public Engagement
• 24,000+ comments

• 150+ basin outreach meetings

• 1,000 roundtable meetings

• 15,000 unique pageviews

• SB115 outreach by legislature

• CWCB Board meetings through 
September 2015

• All input and CWCB responses 
available online
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What will 
change in the 
second draft of 
Colorado’s 
Water Plan?



The section on municipal and industrial conservation will be 
updated in the second draft of Colorado's Water Plan with 
an added conservation stretch goal, consistent with the 
IBCC's recent development of a 400,000 acre-feet 
aspirational active conservation stretch goal. 



Framework



How can you engage in this process?
• Engage with the basin roundtables and CWCB as the water plan 

process continues.

• Read through the second draft and submit comments online.

• Visit www.coloradowaterplan.com to learn more. 

http://www.coloradowaterplan.com/


We’re looking for photos! 
Please send them to cowaterplan@state.co.us.

Photo by Travis Harvey, Submitted by CO Dept of Ag



Bill Green © 

www.coloradowaterplan.com



A Roadmap for the Roundtables
• Engage in SWSI through outreach and review

• BRTs as implementation catalysts

• Continued education and outreach 

• BRTs should continue to be proactive and responsive with WSRA grants 
and continue to serve as a policy forum



A path forward for the IBCC
• Continue to serve as a think tank to inform the cross basin water issues 

facing Colorado

• Engage in SWSI 

• Develop legislative outreach plans for specific components of 
legislation

• Serve as liaisons on task groups formed through the water plan, 
such as funding, water law and administration, etc.

• Continue to serve as representatives to basin roundtables and other 
stakeholders and be leaders to and for those groups. 

Photo by Rio de la Vista
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