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Forest Service Planning at a Crossroads; 
New Approaches to Old Recommendations 

Rick Cables 
Regional Forester 

The Past, Present, and Future of our Public Lands Conference 
June 2, 2010 





 NFMA 1976 
 1982 Regulations 
 2000 Regulations 
 2005-2008 Regulations 

 



 More certainty, ASQ 
 Plans viewed as “social contract”  
 Management area prescriptions 

heart of plan 
 Standards and guidelines 
 Species (viability) focus vs. 

ecosystem focus 



 Assessments of ecosystem 
conditions 

 Best available science 
 Recommended advisory 

committees 
 Ecological sustainability guiding 

principle  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
219.18(a) ".... Each Forest or Grassland Supervisor must have access to an advisory committee with knowledge of local conditions and issues, although an advisory committee is not required for each national forest or grassland."





 Forest Plan as a broad strategic document 
 Could be developed and changed quickly 
 Categorical exclusions for plans permitted 
 Desired conditions heart of plan 
 Forest supervisor is responsible  official 
 Guidelines preferred over standards  

 



 Plan across broad areas and 
across ownerships 

 Public participation and 
advisory boards 



 3-1 planning complements uses and patterns of use 
on other ownership in the locality and the region.  

 3-5  All public land agencies should be required to 
formulate long range, comprehensive land use 
plans for each state or region, relating such plans 
not only to internal agency programs but also to 
land use plans and attendant management 
programs of other agencies.  

 3-12 Land use planning among Federal agencies 
should be systematically coordinated. 
 
 



 Wildlife corridors 
 Roadless 
 Prairie species 
 Insects and fire 
 Water 
 Recreation 





















 “we recommend that consultation with advisory 
boards be required by statute. 

 
to advise on the probable impact of the proposed 
land use decisions on the locality,  
to suggest viable alternatives that  should be 
considered, and to provide the administrator  with 
opinions, views, and information that is relevant 
to the planning operation.  
They should function actively from the inception 
of the planning process, starting before any plans 
have been developed, and should have a 
continuing role.” p 60 





 Black Hills National Forest 
Advisory Board 

 White Mountain Ad Hoc 
Advisory Committee 

 RACNAC 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Board provides advice and recommendations on a broad range of forest planning issues. The Board membership consists of individuals representing commodity interests, amenity interests, and state and local government. 
The Black Hills National Forest Advisory Board has been determined to be in the public interest in connection with the duties and responsibilities of the Black Hills National Forest. National forest management requires improved coordination among the interests and governmental entities responsible for land management decisions and the public that the agency serves. The Board consists of 15 members that represent the following interests (this membership closely follows the membership outlined by the Secure Rural Schools and Community Self Determination Act for Resource Advisory Committees (16 U.S.C. 500, et seq.)):�
1. Economic development.
2. Developed outdoor recreation, offhighway vehicle users, or commercial recreation.�
3. Energy and mineral development.�
4. Commercial timber industry.
5. Permittee (grazing or other land use within the Black Hills area).
6. Nationally recognized environmental organizations. 
7. Regionally or locally recognized environmental organizations. 
8. Dispersed recreation.�
9. Archeology or history.
10. Nationally or regionally recognized sportsmen's groups, such as anglers or hunters.�
11. South Dakota elected office.�
12. Wyoming elected office.
13. South Dakota or Wyoming countyor localelected official. 
14. Tribal government elected or appointed official. 
15. South Dakota or Wyoming state natural resource agency official. 
The Board members determine chair responsibility. The Forest Supervisor of the Black Hills National Forest serves as the designated Federal official under sections 10(e) and (f) of the Federal Advisory Committee Act (5 U.S.C. App.).
The Black Hills National Forest provides notices as needed of additional actions that will be taken to complete the Board's function. 
Equal opportunity practices are followed in all appointments to advisory committees. To ensure that the recommendations of the Board have been taken into account the needs of diverse groups the Black Hills National Forest serves, membership will include to the extent practicable individuals with demonstrated ability to represent monitories, women, and persons with disabilities.�




 Desired future condition- vision focused 
 Ecosystem focus vs. species 
 Sustainability- ecological, social, economic 
 Certainty where possible  
 Collaborative—advisory group 
 Fast, cost-efficient, adaptable, nimble 
 Large enough scale 
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