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Tug Hill region of New York covers 2,100 square miles
between Lake Ontario and the Adirondack Mountains.
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“Circuit riders”
work for each of
five Councils of

Governments,
providing staff
support to busy,
part-time local

officials.
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Assistance to Communities

% Planning and technical assistance

% Community infrastructure and economic
development

< Natural resources management



Sub-regional Projects

Salmon River Watershed

Badmon River Watershed

Black River Blueway Trail
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Macro Regional
Efforts
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Tug Hill’s Green Infrastructure e
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4,000 Miles of
Rivers and
Streams




Extensive
Wetlands






Unfragmented Core
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East Branch of Fish Creek
Project Timeline

1994: Sportsmen ask Commission for help

44,650 acres industrial forest land

1995: East Branch of Fish Creek Working Group formed

» Working Group recommends using conservation easements

1998: State tax legislation allows make C.E.s feasible

2002: The Nature Conservancy purchases land, retains
E
. Traditional sporting leases, snowmobile trails, limited public

access, sustainable forest management secured

2005: Recreation planning, education efforts underway;

transfer of easements and some land to State anticipated by






East Branch of Fish Creek Working
Group

+ Primary landowner
Sporting clubs
Local Town officials
Conservation groupss |
Private landowners |l
Recreation groups
County officials

NYS Dept. of
Environmental
Conservation
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Of Most Concern

+ Local Taxes

» Hunting Lease Terms and Prices

+ Public and Private Recreational Access

+» [Forest Health

+» Community Economic & Social Vitality



Communication

April 2004 Public

ke Meetings Boost
Access Plan
Development Process

O Wednescay, Anrdl 268th, Tug Hill Tome
Land Trust and Lwa NYS Tug Hill Gommssi
faciitated tevn publle sessinna, in Lowdle and
Camden, on behalf of I~ HY'S Depariment of
Ervironmantal Consareation and the East
Brasch of Fish Cresk Werking Group. The
sassions wane arangsd in order to provide
infarrmialice, and salicit feedback and iZeas for
the MYS Deparlment al Emdeanmenial
Canservation as theay develop an accsss plan
that will guice aclivities = the Ezsl Branch ol
Fish Creak wanershed

Good Turmoaet i Lowwvills smd Caoredfon

Azaul 45 poopke gulbered in Lhe Loewvile Fie
Hall frarm 1:00 o 4:00 pomn., ana about 25

people assembled @l te Oneida Savings Bank,
Camides frem 00 tn @00 pom, A brief history
of the land conservaticr sffort, and an owaneom
of thea polantial acosss prowided in the
conservalicn sassment agresments was
peaeantad. Fommal commanis wena 1hen
soliciled, aller which the Tug HIl Cammission
facilitated an informa cueelion-anc-answer
period with representatives from the NYSDEC
The Mature: Consencanny, LandVest (properly
manager for GKO), and Tug Hill Tomamasy

Land Trusl

Lassae &V Access, Ciher issnes iscussed
Fublic ATY zocess {noo acquired in consensation
aasamen] agreemsnis) was 8 point of dicussion
curing both sessions. Leased and pusiic hunbng
rights, continued accass fos adipining
landowars, facilides neaded for public ard
Fandicanped access, public accesa enforcement

znd slgnaga, and the nead to monitar any
COAALED | Sod Puhis Moacings Poqo 3

Draft Access Plan Under
Development

The MY'S Depanmant of Exviranmental
Consaration is curenily deweloping a draft
acszss plan for the East Branch of Fish Creeh
rasement properties, and fulues East Brancn of
Fizn Cresk Slale Farest. The comseralion
eagenent agreements provido o bagic
framewsrs for carlain ansess and recreslanal
uses an e properses.

The drafl plan will ba based on this frameawork

[ st papn 2, Some Semeaiors Lias ..}, and taks nto
acuoun | the variaty of pubdic comments reseived
by rrail and al e Apnl 2004 meatings, Tha
NYEQEC continues o urge individuals 1o submil
wiitten comments ta 1o affices whis they ars
compozing a first crafl of Iba clan. Addilonal
public sessions will folkow the releass of the
draft.

ik
i

For more information about the
draft access plan,
ar to submit comments, contact:

Brendan Kelly, Senior Foresier
NYSDEC
327 MYS Rie. 812
Lomwville, 13367

Fhone: 315-376-3521
Email: blkellymow.dac.stsbe.ny.us

GO Renawshle Resourses miains the right
Iz close molonzed access corridors, exceol
primary snowmnbi 12il corridors. o public
use for reasons of safely andior forest
managamani aclivity.

Primury snowmcbile corridors are opan to
publiz snowrnnbibe ues fen e st Monday
aflar the first Sunday in Decsmber through
April 200" af each year. East of the East
Branch of Fish Cresk Slate Fajest,
snowrmohilas and modar vehicles necessany
Tor the mainlesmance ord grooming of
snowmobile tails are the only allewed public
use oo the crimary snowmohile comidors,
Cnly the: easeman? holder may close thess
comidors.

GO Renawalde Resources relains the righl
Lo insladl gatas or athaer bar-srs 2nd
othersize prohiil metonzed public acoess o
any mads over which the public has pot hesn
granted & gt of dsa in Ihe sssement, or
which has been agresd upon in fhe Public
[Facreation Plan. New mads ard Irzils,
including their specific uses, can be mads
awailabla lo the public only through revision
of the Bublic Fezeation Flan,

F GO Renewabla Resoorcas rekaine the

righl {0 restrict, allow, and olberwse manage

ATV access an ke entiraty of hair propary i

FISH CREEK UPDATE

parpetely, and o harvest forest products,
suinpect bo NYSDEC aversight par conditicns
daecribed in the easemenl agreemenl,

@

Cave King Loweille, 37 53762852
Il aailandvest.com

Organization/Agancy

The: Nature Gonsorvamcy

Pagrick Srasl, Sandy Crack, 315 3875600
prrshiiine. ooy

K¥5 Dept. of Enviranmental Conservation
Brencan Hally andlor Fred Munk, Loveslle
313-378-53521

bk by e, sEle Ny s

Ty Hll Covnmission

Lndz Ginhs zndior Katle Malinowsl, Wateiiown
315-TA5-Z3A0; Wl Iree in regon al 1-A500-F 652 580
nhbsidtuniullorg anséor kadaditghiilory

Tengy Hill Towmorrow Lamd Truest

Londz Garrelt, Watariown, 315-F79-5240
oz filnoethnel om

Eharad Goals of fhe East Branch of Fish Creeh Waorking Grodp (From snrit 1357 Heport

Ta maizain a high-quality. sustainghle erviconment for e faallh, sefely and erigvmant of qur
chlltien, e chidron's children, and suczessive generatons

Ta provide for the grotedion of dhe core forests long-lerm Smzar praductivily, wates qualily, and
ovaral natursl reecurce and labital hesth, es wel as mdilioes) lonling, tappicg, fshng and

recreatizeal uses

To pravide for mesiren peolmciion inoa wary thal avoids 3 shift in b oropety Lax burden o local
lExpayers, pravants 2 negsthee inpact an lozal ab eaiabiily, 2rd sustaing o econom viability of

area Goosmuanilees,

To help spresd the eoste of pratection over e many. heraficisias & the local, reglonal and sistle

kaved

To mainkain mixed oanceship of most of the esslern core farest, ard

firel weirws o provide o

reeraalionsl eccess ina way hat does nol threslen nsural rescurca quakty or sdversaly sTact private

property rghis

Toencourags condinwed privale lasd stewardshp theoogh saleetary corrplisncs with emdronmentsl
slarbardy and methoss, sueh as tdmber harvast guizaliras







45,953 Acres

+ 30,312 acres
Conservation
Easement

+ 1,350 acres Fish
Creek Fee Corridor

+ 14,291 acres TNC
Conservation Area
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Tug Hill Commission

Linda Gibbs
Natural Resources Specialist

317 Washington Street
Watertown, NY 13601

315-785-2380

www.tughill.org
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