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ENVIRONMENTAL DEFENSE FUND

Rockrnidge Market Hall
5655 College Avenue
Qakland, CA 94618
(415) 658-8008

December 14, 1987

TO: Interested Persons

FROM: John Krautkraemer
Thomas J. Graff

RE: Bay/Delta Standards

Introduction

Enclosed is a package of exhibits EDF presented last week at the State
Water Resources Control Board {Board) hearings on the San Francisco Bay/Delta
estuary. The exhibits summarize a set of standards developed by Dr. Philip
Williams for EDF and others during the course of these hearings. The proposed
standards on the average seek approximately 5-6 million acre feet more per
year for the San Francisco Bay/Delta estuary than it now receives under
current standards. The proposed standards vary in different year types (e.g.,
critical, dry, average, wet) and in different seasons and months. They are
presented as a group, but the methodelogy Dr. Williams employed does allow
them to be disaggregated.

EDF believes, however, that its proposed standards, taken as a group,
establish a reasonable benchmark for protection of the public trust and
beneficial uses of freshwater flows in the estuary. In particular, it should
be noted that the standards overlap and provide multiple benefits, including
for fish and wildlife and other publiec trust uses that may not be expressly
covered by particular standards.

The burden should now shift te those who divert and export freshwater
upstream and out of the estuary to justify any harm to Bay/Delta uses and to
demonstrate that they have no feasible alternatives to meet their legitimate
water demands, other than the diversion of water needed for the protection of
the estuary.

Tﬁe proposed standards cover four areas: (1) protection of the estuarine
ecosystem by maintaining adequate food supply (phytoplankton); (2) protection
of the managed and unmanaged wetlands of Suisun Marsh; (3) protection of
salmon by providing adequate outflow for outmigrating young; and (4) striped
bass survival. These, of course, are not the only resources worthy of




protection in the estuary or benefits associated with freshwater flow, but
they are the ones for which EDF has proposed numerical flow standards. Each
area for which standards are developed is summarized below.

Estuarine ecosystem protection (phytoplankton}

The standards would maintain phytoplankton abundance in key areas in San
Francisco Bay: Suisun Bay, San Pablo Bay, and South Bay. Phytoplankton is the
base of the estuarine food chain and is critical to higher level organisms.
With the exception of the San Pablo Bay standard, the actual standards are set
in terms of salinity, but have been converted to outflow in the enclosed
exhibits.

Two of the standards would require maintaining an "entrapment zone® in
Suisun Bay and San Pablo Bay during critical periods. The entrapment zone is
an area of high food concentration which is optimally located downstream from
the Delta adjacent to the highly productive shallow areas in San Pablo and
Suisun Bays. The proposed Suisun Bay standard would require a minimum outflow
of 10,000 cubic feet per second {cfs) during April through September and would
apply in all but the 5% driest years. The San Pablo Bay standard would
require a minimum of 20,000 cfs during April through June in all but the 30%
driest years. In addition, a third standard would require outflow of 40,000
cfs for any four week period during October through April to limit intrusion
of marine benthic eorganisms into Suisun Bay. These organisms can severely
deplete phytoplankton populations important to support other species such as
zooplankton and, in turn, larval fish.

A fourth set of phytoplankton standards would maintain phytoplankton
abundance in the South Bay by providing springtime outflow to stratify this
reach. This stratification process, which occurs during high flow and weak
tide periods, "fences off" bottom benthic feeders from surface phytoplankton,
allowing larger populations to develop. The required outflows range from
40,000 to 80,000 cfs for various time periods in April, depending on the water
year type.

The phytoplankton standards are summarized in EDF Exh. 16-18 for wvarious
year types. These plots alsc show outflows with existing water development
and with no development (unimpaired conditions). There currently are no
outflow standards for San Francisco Bay.

A full discussion of the proposed standards is contained in reports
prepared by Dr. Williams and phytoplankton expert Dr. James Hollibaugh, which
they, together with U.C. Davis biology professor Peter Moyle, presented to the
Board under the sponsorship of Contra Costa County Water Agency and EDF.

Suisun Marsh Standards

These standards are designed to protect both the managed wetlands of
Suisun Marsh as well as the unmanaged tidal brackish marshes. For the managed
wetlands, the standards would require reinstatement of the standards the Board
adopted in 1978 in Decision 1485. The proposal is to meet the standards with




outflow, until it is demonstrated that the planned installation of physical
facilities to meet the standards is effective. The original standards were
substantially weakened by the Board in 1985.

The unmanaged wetland standards would ensure suitable salinities to
maintain key areas of Suisun Marsh as brackish tidal marsh habitat and prevent
their conversion to salt marsh. There currently are no standards for this
purpose.

The Suisun Marsh standards are summarized in EDF Exh. 19 and are
graphically represented for various year types in EDF Exh. 20-22. They are
discussed in more detail in a report prepared by Dr. Williams and Dr. Michael
Josselyn, which was presented to the Board by the Bay Conservation and
Development Commission,

Salmon Survival Standards

These standards are derived from information presented by the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service at the Board hearings. They are designed to protect
young salmon (smolt) migrating out the Sacramento and San Joaquin Rivers.
Survival of these smolt is strongly correlated with river flow. The standards
are summarized in EDF Exh. 23,

The current salmon standards in D1485 provide virtually no protection for
smolt survival. D1485 striped bass standards provide some incidental
protection, equal to a projected index of survival of only .05 in dry years
and .35 in wet years. In contrast, the proposed standards would provide an
average survival index of about .75, which approximates the recent historical
average, Historical levels of fish abundance were endorsed by the Beoard in
D1485 and continue to be the management objective of the California Department
of Fish and Game and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

Striped Bags Survival

The failure of ocutflows since 1978 to provide predicted levels of striped
bass survival is well publicized. The proposed standards set forth in EDF Exh.
25 are derived by determining what outflow actually is needed, based on
post-1976 survival indices, to attain the striped bass survival objectives
sought and predicted, but not attained, by D1485. The predicted Striped Bass
Indices and Observed Indices since 1976 are plotted in EDF Exh. 24.

It should be noted that because D1485 applies only to the state and
federal water projects, the proposed striped bass survival standards would
not provide for historical levels of abundance, but would at best only
mitigate for the effects of these two projects. Nevertheless, they would
provide substantially better protection than existing standards.

The salmon and striped bass standards are graphically summarized for the
various year types in EDF Exhs. 26-28.



While these standards are tied to specific life stages of specific fish,
they would provide ancillary benefits to other Bay/Delta fisheries, including,
for example, the Delta smelt, a native species whose population has severely
declined and which is a potential candidate for threatened or endangered
species status.

Overall Outflow Requirements

The total outflow requirements for the set of standards discussed above
are shown graphically for various year types in EDF Exh. 29-31. As can be
seen, the drier the year, the greater the extent to which existing development
limits the ability to meet the needs of the Bay and Delta. This means that
the standards set for dry, and particularly for critical, years are the most
important.

The total outflow requirements of the standards are illustrated in EDF
Exh. 32. This table was derived by adjusting DWR's 1985-level development
scenario to include the proposed standards. DWR's scenario calculates what
outflows would be at approximately the present level (1985) of water
development with the D1485 standards in place, if there were to be a repeat of
the 1922-78 hydrologic period of record. Under DWR’s scenario, average annual
Delta outfleow is about 14 million acre feet. As can be seen, the adjusted
scenario with the proposed standards shows an annual average outflow of about
19.5 million acre feet. This means that the Bay, on the average, receives
about 5-6 million acre feet per year less outflow than it needs. This
shortfall varies seasonally, as well as for different water year types. It is
interesting to note that the actual average historical outflow for the period
1922-78 was about 22 mjllion acre feet per year.

EDF Exhs. 33-35 show graphically how the proposed standards would alterx
the frequency of various outflow levels on an annual, as well as spring and
summer, basis. As can be seen the standards would significantly decrease the
frequency of low outflows.

Conclusion

EDF believes that the current allocation of water between the Bay and
Delta on the one hand and consumptive uses of water on the other is heavily
out of balance, with the scales strongly tipped against the estuary. The
needs of the Bay/Delta, as indicated by the proposed standards, require flows
from 10,000 cfs to 80,000 cfs, depending on the year type and season. In
contrast, D1485 provides flows in the range of 1,000 cfs to 14,000 cfs
(although actual outflow is higher in wetter periods).

As a result, our proposed standards emphasize the need for the Board, and
for water development agencies and users, aggressively to pursue alternatives
which would reduce the need for withdrawals from the Bay/Delta system. First
and foremost among these should be increasing the efficiency of use of already
developed supplies by the aggressive promotion of freer water marketing.
Richard Howitt, Professor of Agricultural Economics at U.C. Davis, presented
detailed testimony for the Board on this alternative. This testimony
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established the benefits of water marketing for all three major sectors
engaged in competition for California’s water resources: agricultural, urban
and environmental. If water marketing should take hold in California, as EDF
and Professor Howitt have advocated, much of the conflict between San
Francisco Bay protection and the water consuming sectors of California’s
economy could be alleviated.
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EDF Exhibit 19

SUMMARY OF DELTA OUTFLOWS FOR WETLAND STANDARDS

A. Suisun Marsh -~ Tidal Brackish Marsh Standard

28-Day Average
Higher High Tide EC 2B-Day Avera?e

Month Standard Mean Tide EC Delta Outflow (cfs)2 Application
februery 15 ;D s.000 2 1 in 10 dry
March 15 7 40,000 > 1 in 10 dry
April 18 10 25,000 All Years
May 20 12 20,000 All Years

Notes: 1. SALDIF conversion algorithm

., 2. Regression of DELSTAT monthly values at Martinez

B. Suisun Marsh - Managed Wetlands Standard (Original D1485 at S-36)

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Monthly Average Monthly Average
Month Mean High Tide EC  Mean Tide EC Delta Outflow (cfs)2 Application

-----------------------------------------------------------------------

October 19.0 17 4,000 All Years
November 15.5 13 6,000 ALl Years
December 15.5 13 7,000 All Years
January 12.5 10 11,000 ALl Years
February 8.0 6 21,000 ALl Years
March 8.0 ] 13,000 All Years
April 11.0 9 8,000 Atl Years
Notes: 1. Conversion as per DMR Exhibit 61

2. Regression of DELSTAT monthly values at §36
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EDF Exhibit 23

SALMON EMOLT MIGRATION S8TANDARDS

APRIL, MAY, JUNE

.................................................................................................

Sacramento R. Estimated‘
Anngal  ---e--eserecccccnccccnacaaaa- $. Joaquin Total Export + Estimated

Water Survival Rio Freeport Diversion at River Depl - Delta
Year Index Vista Above RV Vernalis Freeport & E. Side Cutflow
Type Goal cfs. cfs. cfs. cfs. Vernalis ¢fs, cfs,

vet 0.95 22,000 26,000 t.,ooo1 11,000 37,000 6,000 31,000
Above N, 0,87 20,000 24,000 4,0001 10,000 34,000 7,000 27,000
Betow N. 0.75 18,000 22,000 6,0001 9,000 31,000 8,000 23,000

Dry 0.65 16,000 20,000 4,0001 8,000 28,000 9,000 19,000
Critical 0.30 10,000 15,000 5,000z 5,000 20,000 10,000 10,000
Note: 1. Cross channel closed, Georgiana Slough only

2. Cross channel and Georgiana $lough
3. From DWR Exhibit 50

4, Based on recent historic DAYFLOW records
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EDF Exhibit 25

8triped Bass Survival Flow Standard

Water D-1485 Standard Revised Standard
Year x 1,000 cfs x 1,000 cfs
Type = ===sssssseces=-=  essssssssesessn-
4-River Monthly Monthly
Index May 6-31 June July Average May 6-31 June July Average
Wet 14.0 14.0 10.0 12.7 is 25 18 27
Ab. ¥ 14.0 10.7 7.7 t0.8 36 24 18 r 4.
BL. N 11.4 9.5 6.5 9.1 34 23 15 24
Sub Snow 6.5 S.4 3.6 5.2 27 18 12 19
Dry 4.3 3.6 3.2 3.7 23 15 10 16
Dry After 3.3 3.1 2.9 3.1 21 14 10 15
Dry or Crit.
Critical 3.3 3.1 2.9 3.1 21 14 10 15
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