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In Search of Sustainable Water Management: International Lessons for the
American West and Beyond

Kenney, Douglas, ed. In Search of Sustainable Water Management: International Lessons for the
American West and Beyond. Northampton: Edward Elgar, 2006.

Water issues in the American West share many similarities with those seen elsewhere in the
world as population growth exacerbates longstanding problems of inappropriate water use and
management. The contributors to this timely volume examine the universal challenge of sustainable
water management to improve the use of water resources already developed and find ways to
moderate our growing collective thirst.

The volume begins with an exploration of the opportunities, arguments, and mechanisms for
transferring lessons between the American West and foreign nations. Succeeding chapters cover
individual issues such as: water allocation and the relationship between market mechanisms and
government-based approaches, the challenge of environmental protection, the protection of cultural
values with a focus on indigenous water rights, the significance of international and interstate rivers in
promoting regional conflict or cooperation, and the role of water management in sustainable
development.
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