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Climate change and ...
the Future of the American West

which, of course,

is tied to the future
of the

American east,
north and south

and the rest of
the globe




“The accumulation of GHGs is a moral issue”
V.P. Gore, 2006

“Global warming is the great hoax perpetrated
on mankind” Sen. Inhofe (R-OK)

“One man’s ceiling is another man'’s floor”

Paul Simon, 1973

But...whose morality will prevail?



Climate Politics

Greenhouse effec
vs White House
effect
* Turnabout is fair
play
Conservation vs
exploitation

Technophiles vs -
phobes

« Dependence on free
market mechanisms

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY

1990

The Washington Times
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WARREN BROOKES

White House effect vs. greenhouse effect

s the patjon shivered

h one of the

coldest Decembers

in North American

‘history, White House

advisers were seek-

ing wzys to cool down President

Bush's exposure on giobal warming,

without reneging on his rhetorical
1980 campaign flourish:

“Thase who charge we &re power-
less 1o do anything about the ‘green-
house effect’ are forgerting about

the ‘White House effect’ " So fax. the
main “White House effec:” has been
damage conwol, keeping eaviron-
mental hotbeads from signing the
United States up to poteagially disas-
trous international agreements, long
before any scientific evidence even
remotely supports them.

B that changed Fridey. The
Sune Deparvment, under pressure
from the Write House. v filed
with the intergovernm!
Ciimate Change (PCC) the il
strategic weapon: an unassailably
sound, but bold new market-based
approach 10 the international reg:
ulaton of gresnhouse gases thet
should put the Bush adminisTason
back in charge of this debate.

While the purpose of this new ap-
proach is to avoid the kind ﬂf
command-and-control environment-
alism that has made the Clean Air
Ac: such a costly and ineffectve di-
sasier, x‘nlsowxuﬂowdmlbndw
lopca) rush w© put greeahouse pol-
icy way out ahead of real science,
md hard evidence.

Mos: of all, it will drive the inter-
nations] environmental bureaucrats
nght up the wall, because it hugely
ndercuts their potential rurf and
power to meddie in domestc ne-
tional affairs.

A Dec. 14 confidential memoran-
dum by & briliant environmental

separate, specific targets — on car-
b eaite, ‘meshane, agricabrural

nrastinac nirane avids rrame

world environmental problem, it
6ou not dictate strategy to individ-
ual narions. That lessens the great-

while they, in turn, have 2 head start
o producing more emironmentally
benien substiutes.

The wside of My,




| ——

“Gentlemen, it’s time we gave some serious thought
to the effects of global warming.”
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http://www.cartoonbank.com

http://www.undoit.org/graphics/NewYorkerCartoon.jpg



Climate Ethics and Equity

Generational equity

* (Intra- and Inter-generational)

Environmental justice

* (Downwind; Downstream)

Natural disasters and poverty

* (the poor tend to live in high-risk zones)

Polluter Pays

* (Unless you are the polluter)

Precautionary Principle

* (“better safe now than sorry later”)

Nature’s Bank analogy

» (everyone knows about banks !!)



Size matters: CO2 emissions




Where C02 emissions
come from

(total emissions since 1950 in billions of tons)
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Winners and losers in global
warming

Report of the Workshop

"On Assessing Winners and Losers
in the Context of Global Warming"

St. Julians, Malta 18 - 21 June 1990




Daily burden to fetch water and
firewood

Africa —water gatherers

India — firewood gatherers




Hurricane Mitch refugees
(Oct.-Nowv. 1998)

LATIN AMERICA |

By "W MCG A%




- Hurricane

Katrina

Refugees at
the Earnest
Morial

Convention

Center
(August 31, 2005)

Is this a
specter of the
future for
industrialized
countries?

Staff photo by
Ted Jackson



Attributing responsibility for disasters

A new role for @[.
climate... “They,,

as a scapegoat @

for societal problems 9

Nobody wants to take the blame!




There is a “Lessons Learned” problem

 Lessons are identified after each disaster

* Why are lessons that are allegedly learned
not applied?

. In fact, lessons are identified but often not
learned !/



Render unto climate ...

1. Identify climate’s impacts
on societies

and
2. ldentify society’s contribution
to those impacts
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Global warming is a
hoax! This water is just
way too cold.
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