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Turning Adversaries into Partners: Lessons from the Columbia, the Mekong, and 
International Rivers Between Nepal and India

By: Richard Kyle Paisley

Richard Kyle Paisley
Andrew R. Thompson Natural Resources Law Programme 
Faculty of Law
University of British Columbia 
#228, 1822 East Mall Road 
Vancouver, Canada V6T 1Z1 
Phone: (604) 822-9224 
E-mail: paisley@law.ubc.ca

Richard Kyle Paisley is a practicing lawyer and the director of the Andrew R. Thompson 
Natural Resources Law Programme at the Faculty of Law at the University of British 
Columbia in Vancouver, Canada.

His current research, teaching, legal practice and publishing interests are in the area of 
national and international natural resources law and policy, including national and 
international water law and policy, international environmental law, negotiation and 
environmental conflict resolution.

He is currently an advisor on these subjects to the Mekong River Commission Secretariat 
(MRCS) in Phnom Penh, Cambodia; the Water and Energy Commission Secretariat (WECS) 
in Kathmandu, Nepal; the Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO) of the United Nations 
in Rome, Italy; El Colegio de Mexico, in Mexico City, Mexico; the Brace Water Resources 
Management Institute at McGill University, in Montreal, Quebec; the British Columbia 
Salmon Farmers Association and the Canadian Department of Foreign Affairs and 
International Trade (DFAIT).

His academic background includes graduate degrees from the London School of Economics 
(LLM) in London, England, the Pepperdine University School of Law (JD) in Malibu, 
California and the Institute for Marine Studies at the University of Washington (MS) in 
Seattle, Washington. He also holds a BS degree from the University of British Columbia in 
Vancouver, Canada. vHis outside interests include down hill and cross country skiing, 
biking, swimming, tennis, hiking and windsurfing.

ABSTRACT

This paper focuses on identifying lessons from recent experience involving conflict 
resolution and attempts to share downstream benefits in international drainage basins. The 
Columbia River between Canada and the United States is discussed first together with other 
examples where conflict on international rivers has been resolved through the sharing of 
downstream benefits.
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Discussion follows of the possible application of the potential for conflict resolution and 
downstream benefit sharing to help resolve conflict in other international drainage basins 
including the Mekong, the Nile and international rivers that are shared between Nepal and 
India.
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