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Growth in Colorado and the West: Trends and Issues

Professor James N. Corbridge, Jr.

I.	 Introduction

Growth in Colorado
A. Population growth
B. Pattern of growth
C. Impact on water demand

III.	 General principles
A. Water as a tool to restrict growth
B. The role of water distribution organizations
C. The need for coordinated solutions

IV.	 Sources of Water Supply
A. Transfers from agriculture to municipal and industrial
B. Transbasin diversions

1. Trans mountain
2 Intra water division

C. Increased Efficiency
1. Agricultural
2. M & I

D. Groundwater
1. Exempt wells
2. Conjunctive use

E. New Development c	 r I.

1. Big projects
.2. Small projects
3. Joint use projects

Impact Issues
A. Water quality issues

1. Municipal supplies
2. I'MDL's

B. Area of origin protection
1. Trans-mountain/ intra water division
2. Local special use permits



C. Federal Involvement
1. Endangered Species Act
2. Section 404 permits
3. 'Reserved Rights of the Tribes

D. Interstate compacts

E. The relationship between land use planning and water use

F. The 1969 Water Rights Determination and Administration Act
1. The changing legal environment
2. Rising transaction costs
3. Disincentives to efficiency

G. Instrearn flows

H. The umbrella issue of lifestyle and culture

I. Drought and climate change

VI. Initiatives and Issue Pushing

VII. Summary
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