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Thanks to the unique thermal perform-
ance of masonry, it's possible to use the
sun's heat to warm buildings at night.

Masonry, because of its mass or
weight, absorbs heat more slowly and
holds it longer than any other building
material In passive solar heating systems,
masonry walls and floors collect and store
the sun'’s heat during the day. Then,
because of masonry’s thermal conduc-
tivity, the stored heat is slowly radiated
back into the interior at night, providing
enough free warmth to substantially
reduce mechanical heating
requirements.

The natural energy efficiency of
masonry materials—brick, concrete
block, stone—is enhanced by the skill
with which masonry craftsmen use them.
Every wall masons build is carefully
hand-fitted to reduce air infiltration and
heat loss.

What's more, masonry walls and
floors designed to function as elements of
a passive solar heating system can serve
many purposes—structural, decorative,
enclosure—and they don't occupy extra
living space. Masonry enables building
designers to meet the demand for energy
efficiency without compromising on
aesthetics.

Masonry—the most beautiful
building matenal under the sun. And the
best passive solar heating system under
the moon. Doesn't your next building
deserve masonry?

If you'd like to know more about
passive solar masonry buildings, write to
the International Masonry Institute,
823 15th Street, Northwest,
Washington, D.C. 20005.

INTERNATIONAL
MASONRY
INSTITUTE

(The Bricklayers’ International Union and the
Mason Contractors in the U. S. and Canada)

I

MASON CONTRACTORS ASSOCIATION of NEW MEXICO
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Walter B. Kleeman, Jr., The
Challenge of Interior Design.
Boston, MA: CBI Publishing Com-
pany, Inc., 1981, $19.95

Reviewed by:
Wolfgang F.E. Preiser

This book is about human needs
in interior environments. It at-
tempts to fill a gap where little or
no easily accessible information ex-
isted in the past.

The book is intended for design
practitioners and students looking
for usable data and guidance on
making interior environments more
supportive of human requirements,
whether they are dimensional,
physiological or psychological in
nature.

This is a tall order to fill when
one considers the complexity and
abundance of human interactions
with the environment. The author
chooses to address himself to a
selected set of problems in interior
design (Part I, 150 p.), he limits his
discussion to specific uses and
building types (Part 11, 100 p.) and
he, through several case studies
(Part III, 65 p.) demonstrates ap-
plications of his thinking.

In the introductory chapter, the
author presents an intriguing argu-
ment, i.e., that of legal accoun-
tability of the interior design pro-
fession and standard making agen-
cies vs. client/ users of interiors. He
cites several court cases in which
law suits challenged existing space
and environmental standards,
primarily in institutions. Creating
humane, psychological and
physical environments, then, is the
real challenge of interior design,
according to the author.

Kleeman then deals with design
for the disabled (based on ANSI
Standard A-117. 1-1980 and other
relevant material) with some very
useful suggestions for applications.
Next, several environmental
stimuli are addressed. including
light, color, texture and visual
complexity. Health considerations
as affected by the quality of
lighting are also treated.

The author then moves on to the
topic of communication distances

commonly used in interior en-
vironments. Ergonomic factors in
the design of seating and desks are
discussed, and interior design as
non-verbal communication. The
latter is perhaps the most in-
teresting part of the book.

Part Il considers interior
ergonomics in spaces for the elder-
Iy, in mental health institutions,
residential environments, in outer
space, offices and university en-
vironments.

Part III contains case studies
ranging from a doctor’s waiting
room to Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration offices and GSA's
comprehensive interior design pro-
cess.

A critical assessment of this book
indicates a certain imbalance of
scope and topics treated. For exam-
ple, important sensory modes such
as the olfactory, tactile and ther-
mal sense are not treated at all.

Human spatial behavior is only
touched on slightly where ter-
ritoriality and privacy is discussed.
In personal communication, the
author stated that one of the
reasons ~“material on olfactory and
thermal senses is not included in
that these have been amply covered
in other works (one example is
Space for People, Human Factors
in Design, by Corwin Bennett,
Englewood Cliffs: Prentice-Hall,
Inc., 1977). His synthesis of
available material on the luminous,
sound and thermal environments is
the best I've seen in a form that's
easily understandable for interior
designers. Additionally, one of the
purposes of this book was to gather
previously unavailable material
and present it in a way so that
designers can use it. This is one of
the factors that sometimes make it
seem uncohesive.”

On the other hand, the data
shown such as those from the NASA
Habitability Data Handbook are
very useful, especially to the stu-
dent of interior design. The
language of the book is unpreten-
tious and clear, and the illustrative
material is helpful. This is par-
ticularly true in the section on the
disabled where dimensional re-
(uirements are treated.

References can be found at the
end of each chapter—a somewhat
unorthodox method, but one can
live with that. This book was writ-
ten over a period of eleven years in
a process of constant refinement
and many of the original references
are omitted because their material
is incorporated in later references.
This fact makes the appearance of
some disciplines somewhat blur-
red, but it should not mask the fact
that the material originally came
from the many disciplines named
in the preface.

The feeling of lack of cohesion
among the disparate elements
treated is reinforced by the obser-
vation that no integrative concep-
tual framework is presented which
links people and aspects of interior
environments. But then, no one has
been able to devise such a
framework, whether planning, ur-
ban design or architecture are con-
cerned. A summarization of the
issues in relating human needs to
interior environments would have
made for a less cumbersome or
roundabout beginning of this
otherwise worthwhile book.
Despite the shortcomings referred
to above, this is a worthwhile book
because it contains the distillate of
mountains of data. Its target
readership are the interior
designers, and they seem to love it
judging by the sales (more than
1,000 since June, 1981), because
the topic and price are right. WP

A NEW BOOK FOR
PRESERVATIONISTS

The provocative discussion of
historic preservation from the 1979
London ICOMOS Symposium has
been expanded in a book that
answers many questions of why,
what and how it matters to keep
buildings, artifacts and landscapes
from earlier epochs. OUR PAST
BEFORE US: WHY DO WE SAVE
IT? published in London is now
available. This 250 page, soft
bound book, illustrated with over
30 photographs, is being sold and
distributed in North America for

(Continued on page 7 1'<77)
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CREGO BLOCK CO.

Manufacturers of Autoclaved Scoria Block

Custom Masonry Units
Slumpblock
Pavers

6026 SECOND STREET, N.W.
N.M. 87197 [505] 345-4451

Members:
Bu l LD E R New Mexico Concrete
'm@@K Masonry Association

National Concrete

Masonry Association
Quality Concrete Masonry Products
and many allied building materials.

Serving New Mexico and West Texas
for over a quarter of a century.

P.O. Box 1633 P.O. Drawer FF Telephone
Roswell, NM 88201 Las Cruces, NM 88001 El Paso

505/622-1321

505/524-3633 915/532-9695

wWOOD WINDOWS ® SLIDING GLASS DOORS
CLAD WINDOWS ® FOLDING DOORS

Pella Products Company
of New Mexico
RESIDENTIAL, INSTITUTIONAL, COMMERCIAL

P.O. Box 3311, Albuquerque, New Mexico 87190 ® Phone (505)345-3501
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"There's less known about wind than
any other alternative energy source.”

Steve Albright, a PNM alternative systems
engineer, discussing the promise and
problems of wind energy systems:

“A new federal law requires utilities,
including PNM, to allow customers to
interconnect their wind units with the

utility’s system and to be paid for
electricity fed back into the system.
Since that law was put into effect,

a new industry has sprung up: selling
independence from the utility.

"That won't be true for most. A better
way to look at wind systems is to use
them to help offset rising utility costs.

"Unfortunately, wind systems represent
a high initial investment; they are most

feasible in a remote area where electric
service installation would be costly.

"My job is to evaluate the effects of
wind systems on PNM and benefits
of those systems for our customers.
It's important that any customer
wanting to install a wind system make
a careful evaluation of different types
and obtain the one best suited for his
needs. And because these systems
can generate electricity into our
distribution lines, we also have to
work closely with the customer to
insure his safety as well as that of

our linemen.”

For more information on wind or other
alternative energy sources, call the PNM
EnergyLine, 1-800-432-6881. We'll help
you find the most cost-effective systems
for your needs.

JEINIL

PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY
OF NEW MEXICO
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BOOKS

Continued from page 4

$14.45 postpaid by Preservation
Resource Group, Inc.(PRG).

This important book, edited by
geographer David Lowenthal and
architectural eritic Marcus Binney,
answers questions on why it mat-
ters to keep old buildings and
historic landscapes. It sketches the
rise in interest in protecting
cultural property; reviews the
motives that underline preserva-
tion; and discusses management of
historic buildings and cultural
landscapes for the future. There
are four case studies that examine
the British experience in linking
current inhabitants with historic
landscapes and buildings, in the
diverse community types from the
wild landscape of Dartmoor, the
inner city of Leeds, the relict coun-
tryside of Suffolk to the outer Lon-
don suburb.

This book is in four parts with
fourteen chapters by international-
ly recognized scholars and practi-
tioners. The first parts of the book
discuss the changing attitudes
towards caring for the past and the
underlying desire to preserve
various places and things. There is
a focus on the dynamics of preser-
vation in working and living spaces
and an explanation of why land-
scapes are harder to preserve than
buildings. In concluding, the
editors look to the future and ex-
plore the dilemmas of preservation
and how to reconcile public in-
terest in the past with other social
needs.

The participants in International
Council of Monuments and Sites’
London Symposium held in April
1979 who have contributed to this
book include: Michael Hunter,
Hugh Prince, Bevis Hillier, Ran-
dolph Langenbach, Tamara Har-
even, Peter Fowler, Sylvia Sayer,
John Popham, Matthew Saunders,
Ken Powell, Marion Shoard, Max
Hanna and Elizabeth Beazley. The
editors of the book are David
Lowenthal and Marcus Binney.
Dr. Lowenthal is Professor of
Geography at University College
London and a well-known authori-
ty on conservation and the cultural

landscape. Mr. Binney is chairman
of SAVE Britain’s Heritage and ar-
chitectural editor of COUNTRY
LIFE.

PRG will fulfill individual orders
for this book. The price is $14.45
postpaid. Send orders to PRG, 5619
Southampton Drive, Springfield,
VA 22151.

ICROM Publications Available
thru PRG

PRG has entered into an agree-
ment with the International Center
for the Study of the Preservation
and Restoration of Cultural Prop-
erty in Rome (ICCROM) for ex-
clusive North American distribu-
tion of the English language
publications of ICCROM. These
fourteen technical booklets,
available by mail, cover planning
for preservation of historic
districts, security and lighting of
museums, humidity in buildings,

deterioration of porous materials,
conservation of waterlogged wood
and wet leather, character and
structure of ancient metals,
photogrammetry and architectural
conservation, and environmental
education.

POROUS BUILDING MATERI-
ALS by Giorgio Torraca, the most
recent publication of ICCROM, is
a 141 page explanation of material
science for architectural conserva-
tion. This book, a short course in
building material technology with
descriptions of relevant conserva-
tion practices, is available from
PRG for $6.50 U.S., postpaid.

Write PRG for a list of ICCROM
books at 5619 Southampton Drive,
Springfield, VA 22151 or call 703-
323-1407.

PRG is a Professional Research
Group organized to provide preser-
vation resources of specialized
publications and instruments to in-
dividuals and organizations active
in historic preservation and conser-
vation by direct mail marketing.

Window beauty
—| that saves
on fuel.

Andersen features:

o Snug-fitting design

o Energy-saving double-pune
nsulating glass

o Low-nuinteninee rigid
vinyl exterior, frame

o Long-lasting, low-main-
tenanee finish, sash

o Insubiting wood core

o Smooth, viisy operition

o White or Terratone color

w

In today's energy crunch, windows have to be more
than beautiful. They have to save energy. too.
Just look at all these energy-saving

Anderserd The beautiful way to save fuel®

SANTA FE LUMBER & MILLWORK
Sawmill & Rodeo Roads
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87502

P. 0. Box 5699
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Solar—an Energy Source

Project: Clifford Office
Building #4

Location: Albuquerque,
New Mexico

Architect: Schlegel &
Lewis

This small 2-story commercial
lease-space office building of
15,000 SF was designed to conserve
energy (spcifically, heating with
natural gas). In order to meet this
challenge by more than merely in-
corporating additional insulation
materials to decrease the U factor,
the architects wanted to respond to
the different climatic conditions on
each face of the building through
the design. In the past most com-
mercial leased-space office
buildings have been basically a box
with the window openings treated
the same on all four elevations.
This design approach gives a
coherence and continuity to the
building image but negates the dif-
ferent climatic influences that oc-
cur on each elevation.

In our attempt to solve this prob-
lem, first we tried to hold the shape
of the building as closely as possible
within the site configuration to a
square achieving a more beneficial
surface to volume ratio. Second,
we tried through design, to have
each elevation and window ar-
rangement respond to our analysis
of climatic conditions based on
their orientation. Third, we ac-
cepted the fact that we had to
minimize the window area because
of the great heat loss that occurs
through the glass when compared
to insulated walls. The windows
(3° X 5°) were designed as punched
holes rather than a continuous glass
strip so that at least one opening
would occur in each 15" office
module.

The glass area on the north
elevation is one-third less than on
the south elevation. The increased
window area on the south allows
additional heat gain during the
winter months, but is protected by
overhangs or glass settings in the

wall so that the windows are shad-
ed in the summer. The west eleva-
tion has no glass, and there is an
open stairway located in this area
that acts as a shading device from
afternoon sun during the summer.
The east elevation has glass kept to
a minimum except for one large
glass area on the second level for a
view of the Sandias from the in-
terior stairway.

The building has been occupied
during the past four winter months
(November-February), and the
average gas consumption is
63,150,000 BTU's per month. Dur-
ing this four-month period the
average degree days per month was
728, or an average requirement of
5.8 BTU’s per SF per degree day.

This projects a cost of 7¢ per SF per
year for heating.

The challenge of this approach
from an architect’s design point of
view is how to design to respond to
climate for each facade and still
maintain the overall unity of the
design.

8
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\lterna Onyx. Kohler puts gemstones
2 the most unexpected places.
or centuries the world has recognized
he beauty of onyx. In delicate
ameos. In beautiful sculpture.

dow Kohler brings the elegance of
iatural onyx into the bath and powder
oom. With high-fashion onyx inserts
lesigned for the faucet handles in

he Alterna™ line.

{ewn from quarries around the world
ind fashioned exclusively for Kohler
w European craftsmen, Alterna Onyx
nserts are offered in four color
hoices — Persian Chocolate.. . a rich,
nottled brown; Turkish Firelight. ..
legant bands of brown, gold and
‘ream onyx; Argentine Mist...a
ientle green, and Turkish Pearl...a
oftly banded white.

dnyx insert colors were selected to
mnhance Kohler's palette of 15 fixture
‘olors and four faucet finishes.

jecause the inserts are cut from
atural onyx, no two are colored or
yanded exactly alike...an exclusive
eature rarely found in today’s market.

nserts in white and green are specially
‘ut across the onyx grain to provide
reautiful bandings.

Alterna Onyx inserts are packaged
n two-pair sets—white and green
’r two browntones—to complement
Alterna Water-Guard lavatory
‘aucets in satin or polished 24 carat
z0ld electroplate or chromium
‘inishes. The color combinations
anhance the decorating versatility
he Alterna faucet line offers. In-
serts offer quick change artistry —
‘hey snap into, and out of, the
Alterna handles

shown at left: Alterna Water-Guard
avatory faucet in satin chromium
~ith Argentine Mist onyx inserts.
.ady Vanity Alterna Water-Guard
‘aucet in 24 carat polished gold
slectroplate with swing-away spout,
shampoo spray, onyx inserts in
dersian Chocolate.

Kohler Alterna Onyx . . . versatile,
imaginative, beautiful. To meet a
mood, complement a decorating
theme and help save water and
energy at the same time. All Alterna
Onyx and Alterna lavatory and sink
faucets with aerators are now
Water-Guard faucets, providing
water-saving flow control at no
additional cost. Water-Guard faucets
have a standard flow rate of 2 to
2.75 GPM at water pressures of
40-80 PSI, and a maximum flow of
3 GPM. Dependable Valet* anti-
drip valve units are used throughout
to ensure long valve life and com-
plete command of water flow.
Pictured above: Alterna Water-
Guard lavatory faucet (K-6925) in
polished chromium with Turkish
Pearl onyx inserts from K-9627

onyx kit.

Onyx inserts in Turkish Firelight
complement Alterna Water-Guard
lavatory faucet in satin 24 carat gold
electroplate.

Alterna Onyx faucets . . . for
bath/shower installations.
Kohler's Suburban Water-Guard
showerhead was created
especially for the Alterna line.
Its spray face and internal
working parts are fashioned
from Noryl to help prevent
corrosion and lime build-up.
Smooth working regulator ad-
justs spray from light to
drenching for a more enjoyable
shower. Water-Guard shower-
heads have a maximum flow of
3 GPM . . . 50% less than most
conventional showerheads. This
water-saving, energy-saving
feature is available at no addi-
tional cost. Pictured: K-6931
Alterna bath/shower fitting in
satin chromium with Argentine
Mist onyx inserts from onyx

kit K-9627.

Four onyx inserts, a choice of
four finishes and the safety and
comfort of a pressure-com-
pensating bath/shower control
can be yours with Alterna Onyx
Rite-Temp. Adjust a single
control to mix hot and cold
water to a desired temperature
and Rite-Temp maintains that
temperature regardless of pres-
sure changes in the available
water supply. Valve unit made
of non-corrosive material to
combat “lime” build-up.
Pictured: K-6900 Alterna Onyx
Rite-Temp, Suburban Water-
Guard showerhead and diverter
tub spout in polished chromium
with Argentine Mist onyx insert
from K-9629 onyx kit.

ALTERNA ONYX



Alterna from Kohler. A faucet line

for discriminating homeowners.
Alterna faucets are furnished in a
choice of four finishes—satin or
polished 24 carat gold electroplate or
chromium. Four pairs of interchange-
able plastic handle inserts are
supplied with every faucet. Insert
colors include Teak, Ebony, Walnut
and White

Changing handle inserts is easy. And
the result is a refreshing change for
bathroom, powder room and kitchen.

Alterna faucets. Quality crafted
inside and out...with Kohler Valvet*
valve units to ensure extended service
and smooth command of water flow.
What's more, Alterna lavatory and
sink faucets with aerators offer
Kohler's Water-Guard flow control

to help save water and energy.

HOW TO ORDER

Onyx inserts for lavatory and bath/
shower faucets are offered in two-
pair sets—two Turkish Pearl and two
Argentine Mist inserts. .. or. .. two
Persian Chocolate and two Turkish
Firelight inserts per package. Onyx
inserts for Alterna Rite-Temp are
offered in sets of one Turkish Pearl
and one Argentine Mist or one
Persian Chocolate and one Turkish
Firelight insert per package.

To order onyx inserts, add the
following onyx kit numbers to the
Alterna faucet plate number:

K-9625 Onyx kit— 2 white and 2
green inserts

K-9626 Onyx kit—2 dark brown and
2 light brown inserts

(For K-6950, K-6956, K-6962 lavatory
faucets; K-6973 sink

K-9627 Onyx kit— 2 white and 2
green inserts

K-9628 Onyx kit—2 dark brown and
2 light brown inserts

(For K-6926, K-6929, K-6930, K-6931,
K-6933, K-6934 bath and shower
faucets; K-6952, K-6955 lavatory
faucets; K-9291, K-9295,

K-9297 bidet fittings.)

K-9629 Onyx kit—1 white and

1 green

K-9630 Onyx kit—1 dark brown and
1 light brown insert

(For K-6900 and K-6902 Alterna Rite-
Temp single control bath/shower
‘aucet.)

-our pairs of interchangeable plastic
1andle inserts in Teak, Walnut, Ebony
ind White are supplied with every
Alterna faucet.

KOHLER

COHLER CO. KOHLER, WISCONSIN 53044

Kohler's Alterna faucets bring quick-
change artistry to bath/shower
installations, lavatory basins and
kitchen sinks. Pictured top: Handle
inserts in Teak, Ebony, White and
Walnut are packaged with every
Alterna faucet. Above: Alterna
Water-Guard lavatory faucet in
satin finish 24 carat gold electro-
plate, satin finish. Left: Suburban
Water-Guard showerhead com-
plements Alterna faucet design. It
features Noryl spray face and in-
ternal working parts to help prevent
clogging and corrosion. Maximum
flow: 3 GPM to help save water and
energy. Shown in satin chromium
finish.

ALTERNA

Contact your local Kohler representative
for more information today. . .

P-H-C Industrial Supply Co., Inc. Active Plumbing Supply
1000 Siler Park Road P.O. Drawer F 1500 Candelaria N.E.
Santa Fe, NM B7501 Albuguerque, NM 87107
(505) 471-4811 (505) 345-8587

Form P-857-200-177A



Addition To A

Private Residence
Los Ranchos
de Albuquerque
Alianza
Arquitectos,
An Architect’s
Alliance

Project:
Location:

Architect:

The problem called for 967 SF
addition to an adobe house built in
the traditional “pueblo” style com-
mon to New Mexico, and located in
an old apple orchard in the Rio
Grande Valley. The addition con-
tains a large room for entertaining
and use as a “family room"”
together with a greenhouse, a small
bedroom, kitchen unit and bath, to
provide full guest house facilities.

The siting of the addition at the
west end of the property allows
view orientation east between two
rows of remaining apple trees
toward the distant Sandia Moun-
tains. The south end of the addition
provides, in addition to a small
greenhouse, passive solar heating
by direct gain through the glass,
and six vertical water-filled drums,
which act as heat storage elements,
warming the air along their surface
through convection. Clear
skylights in the bedroom and bath
add additional winter heat gain.

A Marco fireplace circulates
heated air through a convection
loop. Conventional gas fired fur-
nace and evaporative cooler pro-
vide backup heating and cooling.

Walls are 2 X 8 stud construction
with 6" batt insulation vielding an
R of 22.22. Roof is 2 X 6 joists and
built up roof with 6" fiberglas batt,
R 21.28. All window openings are
double glazed, with U of .65.
Natural ventilation is provided by
small casement windows on the
west and north and by air grilles
above the water drums in the green
house. The plan provides winter
focus toward the fireplace wall on

the west and summer focus toward
the outdoor deck on the east, which
is shaded by wood louvers angled to
provide summer shade yet allow
low winter sun.

A covered walkway or “portal”
provided passage to the main house
and the wood lattice screen along
its north side provides security
from the street while allowing
glimpses of the garden from the
driveway.

March-April 1982



Solar—an Energy Source

Project: Country Home
Architect: Patricia F.
Richards, AlA

Located on 80 acres this country
home will initially function for
summer living and as a week-end
retreat. Of frame construction with
6" batt insulation, cedar siding,
and a sheet metal roof, the energy
saving features include double
glazed windows and doors, an open
plan with cold air track, and
sliding exterior shutters. Passive
solar features include a south fac-
ing greenhouse, brick floors and
wall, and a solar water heater. The
solar water heating system, which
can be drained from the rest of the
plumbing system, includes an in-
sulated tank for pre-heated water
and insulated water lines to the
main electrical water heater. In ad-
dition, the entire plumbing system
can be drained when the house is
vacated for long periods of time.
Heating includes a wood burning
stove and electrical back-up heat
for extremely cold periods.

The house is located on the edge
of a meadow with pine, cedar, and
pinon trees offering protection
from north winds. Since the
building is oriented with no north
facade, the sun will touch every
wall almost every day. Major views
are to the SE and SW. Large cedar
decks are oriented off the living
area and kitchen toward these
views,

Use of the building for differing en-
vironmental conditions:

(Continued on page 14 ] 7<)
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Building the
Val Verde Hotel

by Spenser Wilson
and Jack McKee

The Val Verde Hotel in Socorro, New Mexico, was a
nationally known stopping place during its hey-day in
the 1920’s and '30’s. The Val Verde was note-worthy
for several reasons; the location, the time period, and
the architect.

Socorro is centrally located in New Mexico on the
main north-south line of the Atcheson, Topeka & San-
ta Fe Railroad, from Albuquerque to El Paso, Texas,
and on the branch line to Magdalena. Magdalena was
an important mining and ranching area which at-
tracted a great deal of attention, while milling opera-
tions in the Socorro area also created the need for good
hotels. Both towns at one time supported several hotels
and rooming houses. The Val Verde was built by a
group from Missouri in 1919 to provide first-class ac-
commodations. It was built on the site of the earlier
Windsor Hotel which had burned.

The Val Verde is also important because it was a
bridge between the period when railroads were the
primary means of travel and the coming of the
automobile. Road travel became important by the
1920's as both state and federal programs improved
main roads into highways. The family car and com-
mercial trucking began the process of replacing the
railroad in American life. The Val Verde, however,
continued to attract travellers and remained busy well
into the 1960's before the modern motel competition
forced its closing.

The Val Verde is also important for its architecture
and the architect. The building was designed by the
famous architectural firm of Trost & Trost of El Paso,
Texas. Henry C. Trost was well known for a series of
commercial buildings and houses in the southwest.
The Franciscan and El Fidel hotels of Albuquerque
were among the best known, as well as the Val Verde.
(Trost is subject of a recent study by Lloyd C. and
June-Marie F. Englebrecht, entitled Henry C. Trost:
Architect of the Southwest, published by the El Paso
Public Library Association.) Trost designed the Val
Verde in the popular California mission style and the
hotel opened for business June 19, 1919. The hotel was
built in a U-shape around a courtyard, with single-
story wings on the west and east sides of the courtyard,
and a three-story base of the U on the north containing
the reception and lounge area—complete with
fireplace. The second and third stories were rooms.
The east wing contained living quarters for the owner-
manager, the dining room and kitchen, and office or
store rental—at one time a barber shop. The west
wing was rooms and another commercial area on the
tip of the wing. When completed the courtyard was
landscaped with trees, flowerbeds, grass and a foun-
tain. This very important and imposing structure is
now listed in the National Register of Historic Places

fig. I carly stage of construction with west wing on the left.

fig. 2 woest wing in progress

fig. 3 woest wing again nearing the top.

fig. 4 cast wing and central portion
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fig. 5 east wing with roof and beginning the second story in the
center. Note heavy construction vehicle on the right.

fig. 7 view of west wing from north-west corner fig. 11 the courtyard

fig. 8 east side fig. 12 nearing completion
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fig. 13 a room in the Val
Verde, Posteard—John P.
Conron Collection,

and by the New Mexico Cultural Properties Review
Committee.

Documentation for the Val Verde is quite complete,
which is in contrast with so many historic buildings.
The original architectural drawings have survived as
well as the hotel register. More recently a group of
photographs of construction of the building have come
to light. A total of fourteen negatives turned up in a
private collection in Socorro and, with the permission
of the owner, twelve are reproduced here, the other

fig. 14 (Fully completed
hotel)

Collection—Socarro Coun-
ty Historical Society Inc.
The Val Verde is a signifi-
cant reminder of travel ac-
commuodations of another
day and another time.

4 :ﬂi Vol Verde Hoteal.

Jocorroe .

N-Mex.

two are too blurred to print. Trost may have taken
them himsell to record the construction. He certainly
supervised the work and, according to the number of
entries in the register, he returned on several occasions
to Socorro after the opening.

The Val Verde is no longer a hotel. The building is
being developed by a private investor as professional
offices and small shops. At the moment there are hopes
for a restaurant in the original dining and kitchen
area. S.W. & ] MceK.
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SUMMER VENTILATION
1. Open low windows and doors
on colder sides of building.
2. Open clerestory windows to ex-
haust hot air.
3. Overhangs protect windows
from direct sun.
4. Shade greenhouse: open low
and high windows for proper air
flow.
5. Use shaded decks for summer
play and evening meals.

WINTER HEATING

1. Low sun penetrates brick floor
and wall of greenhouse and living
area.
2. Interior heat tube draws hot air
from clerestory; exhausts at bottom
through adjustable vent.
3. Door from cold room remains
closed to function as cold air trap.
4. Centrally located woodburning
stove radiates heat to brick hearth
and wall.
5. Sun penetrates clerestory for ad-
ditional heat and balanced light.
6. Windows and sliding glass doors
are covered at night with insulated
curtains and/ or exterior shutters.
7. Porch roof protects entrance
deck.
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BLUEPRINTS AND SPECS

b1

REE

Alvin 4 pen set

>

When we do your blueprints and specs.*

*Minimum blueprint order—5000 sq. ft.
Minimum spec book order—25 books

Offer expires September 30th.

MESA BLUEPRINT

QUALITY AND SERVICE
AT REASONABLE PRICES

WE KNOW YOUR BUSINESS

5901 Lomas NE « Albuquerque, NM 87110 « 505/ 262-2046

PROFESSIONAL
DESIGN SERVICE

COMMERCIAL
FURNISHINGS

ACCESSORIES
CARPETING

LANDSCAPE
SYSTEMS

LIGHTING

american ,,cinRALSW

business
interiors PH 883-2055

KEEP THE COST OF WALLS
WITHIN BUDGET AND STILL
ENJOY DESIGN FLEXIBILITY
AND PROVEN PERFORMANCE |

Interior or exterior, your "G "
choice of color, texture,

scale and pattern. -
Meets OSHA, USDA

and other Gov't specs*

...Let us provide the %

details. * Reg. U.S. Pat. Off., 1
Canada & other countries by
THE BURNS & RUSSELL CO
*4.4/BU in SWEET'S.

I PREFACED

CONCRETE MASONRY UNITS
OFFER LOW INITIAL y
AND LIFE CYCLE COSTS. |

FEATHERLITE BLOCK CO., Box 489, Lubbock, Tn 79408
FEATHERLITE BUILDING PRODUCTS CO., Box 9977, El Pasa, Tx 79990
CREGO BLOCK CO., INC., 6026 2nd SL NW, Albuquerque WM 87107

806/763-8202
NSASIITL |
S05/345-4451 |
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N.M. TECH
THEATER/CONFERENCE
CENTER

Socorro, N.M.

ARCHITECT: McHugh/Grenfell
& Assoc.

CONTRACTOR: John R. Lavis ENGINEER: Engineering Assoc. Inc.

HYDRO CONDUIT CORPORATION

2800 SECOND STREET, SW PHONE 247-3726
ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 87103




