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Th e Amador hou se stands on the northwest corner
of West Amador Avenu e a nd So uth Water Stree t in
Las Cru ces. New Mexico. Due to the Iact that it is
sur rounded by a large number of tr ees and othe r vege 
tati on. few people know of its ex istence. Its current
sta te is one of extreme negl ect. Its last owner could
not afford to keep it up: and now, while th e courts
are deciding its future, it is ra p id ly disintegrating.
Vanda ls a nd arso nists have attacked th e hou se as well.

Th e hou se was built in I S81 by Ma rtin Am ad or ,
according to Mr s. William Adair of Las Cruces, who is
a granddaughter of Mr. Amador. He was a merchant,
farm er, wagon train op erator, and lat er a hot el own er
and manager. He built the house to hold h is large,
~rowing famil y. Up to that tim e the famil y had been
living in the house a nd store building in which Mr.
Amad or and hi s moth er had Iived and worked when
they fir st ca me to Las Cr uces some thirty years befor e.
This earl ier building is still sta nd ing one bl ock east
of the Amad or Hou se, on th e southwest corner of West
Amado r Avenue and Sou th Main Stree t. It is presentl y
occu pied by Mr s. William Ad air.

Judgin g from the advert iseme nts that wer e carr ied
in the Ri o Grande Republican , Martin Amado r rented

out roo ms in his new home beginning in 1883. He got
sta r ted on thi s becau se of an other proj ect th at he did.
In that year, the county sca t was cha nged from Mesilla
to Las Cruces. Since ther e was no pla ce for the court
to meet , Mr. Amador accepted th e task of providing
a pla ce for it. He arranged for the court to use a
building that was acr oss Wat er Stree t to th e eas t of hi s
home whi ch he converted int o a co urt room , jail , and
off ices. With the ope ning of cour t th at year, he ex
tended the invit at ion to those who wish ed to come
and stay at his home so th at they might be co nveniently
locat ed to the co ur t. In his adve rtisement, he sa id that
he a lso had a fine bath house for the use of hi s gues ts .
At thi s tim e he cal led his home " The Garden House."

While th e Amad or hou se is not unu sual in the
fael that it possesses two stor ies, it is unique in that
its lower floor was design ed as a full basem ent. Martin
Amado r used thi s basement as sto rage for th e pr oducts
of his severa l farms. One roo m was used for eac h of
the cro ps that he rai sed . Room P was used for sto ring
watermel on s, tomatoes, and othe r fruits that wer e in
tended for use as out- of-season deli cacies. With the ex
cep tion of room P which was fully plaster ed, th e base
ment rooms and hall wer e unfinished. Floors wer e dirt
exce pt tho se in room s T and U, which wer e conc re te,
a nd only those o penings so indicat ed on the plan con
tained door s. Insid e co mmunication between floor s was
by mean s of a ladder and trap door in room L.

Th e entire house was constr ucted of ado be bricks
that wer e laid up in mud morta r. Th e outs ide of the
house and th e main floor have plaster ed walls. After
a ll of the yea rs that th is hou se ha s been sta nding,
ther e is no evide nce of structural crac ks in the plaster ,
ei the r insid e or outs ide of the hou se. Since the only
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ha ve a foundation in thc se nse that the term
is used tod ay. Th e ado bes wer e la id directly on
the ea rth. Th e pur ch co nnects the hous e to th e
g ru und level in the rear by means of a set of
ste ps. At the front of the house, the g round ma y
be reached by mean s o f a sma ll gate and a set of
ste ps that lead off o f the front bridge.

Th e porch is o f wood and is eight feet
wide on all s ides exce pt th e rear, whi ch is seven
feel. Th e por ch roof is of co r rugated ir on. Th e
porch is enclosed hy a railing that is thirt y-three
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exposed ad ob e wall s are to be found in the
basement , one ma y learn of th e durabilit y of
thi s mod e of construc tion her e. With thc exce p
tion of the ope nings which have do ors. the
others were left with out the pr otecti on of
fram es or jambs. Th ese open ings sho w ver y lit
tle wear of a nv sort on their s ides or thresholds.
Th e house is ~ig n i f ican t insofar as co nstruc tion
is co nce rned in ano the r point. Th er e is a com
plete abse nce of mildew or othe r dampness nor
is ther e evide nce of a ny wat er ha vin g ever co l
lected in th e basem ent or run int o it.

Few obse rvers arc aware of th e basement
fluor becau se it is hidden fr om view or at least
from direct all cntion because the hou se is built
in an old riv er bed. Wat er Str eet is on the bank
above the lot which is in the bed . Thus the base
ment floor is a bo ut six or seven feet below th e
street. T his floor is parti all y hi dden also hy a
por ch th at sur rounds the house complete]y at
the level of thc ma in floo r. T he porch is an im
portan t feature of th e house since it is the only
mean s by which access ma y be ga incd to thc
hou se. by which persons in thc hou se ma y gain
access to the grounds sur ro uding the house. and
by its own arch itec tura l qualiti es.

Th e porch connects the house to \Vat er
tr eet by mean s of a bridge (see point A, First

fl oor Pl an ). When the house was fir st buill.
ther e wer e two bridges (A, B I that not only
join ed the hou se to the stree t, but al so crossed
an irrigation cana l that run s al ong the eas t side
of the pr op erty. Through th e yea rs, Water Street
has been widened so that th e irrigation canal
now goes und er gr ound just north of th e house.
Th c ba ck bridge was abandoned a nd th e front
one sho rtened to fit the new circ umsta nces. A
gate house that once stoo d astride the stree t
entrance to the front bridge, was mov ed to
another pla ce on the lot when the stree t was
widened thc last tim e.

Th e porch covers an ea rth fill tha t was pu t
arou nd the bas e of the hou se at the ground level.
This fill IX") va ries fro m 12 to 20 inc hes in
height uhove thc lot level , T hc hou se does not
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and a half inch es h igh. The wood en pi ck et s ha ve bee n
sc ro l l-saw ed h v hand fr om o ne h v s ix inch stoc k. Thev
have been install ed on nin e and 'o ne-h a lf in ch (·enter~.
This means that th ere are ove r four hundred pi ck et s
on th e porch , not cou nting those that were used on th e
two bridges. Two patterus of pi ck et s were used . Onl y
one is reported, here. A cas ua l exa m ina t io n will point
o ut th e difficulties o f ma inte na nce th at a rc presented
In' this featu re o f th e hou se.

- The h ouse is impressi ve beca use of its s ize. It is
seventy fee l lon g a nd fo r ty -eig h t fee t wide, ex cluding
th e porch. The main fl oor a nd th e basement each have
nin e ro om s a nd a large hall. The co ns tr uct io n o f th e
main fl oor, its cei ling, a nd th e roof o f th e hou se mi ght
be regarded as sta nda rd for th e time at whi ch th ey
were built. The main fl oor is a s ing le, wood en one
su p por te d on two-b y-four j oi st s th at a re se t on tw ent y
four in ch ce nte rs . The fl ooring is ton gu e and g rooved
in lon g len gths. There was no evide nce o f sagg ing to
be observed in th e fl oo r wh en this inv est ig ati ou wa s
don e.

The cei li ng an d roof are a s ing le unit that co ns is ts
o f vigas, brush . a n ea r th fill. a nd a three inch la ye r of
ce me nt o n top. The roo f is drained b y s ixteen sto ne
ca na les . ani" o ne othe r h ou se in Las Cr uces ha s th e
di stinction ~f havin g suc h eq u ipme n t. Mr. Martin
Ca m p be ll, g re a t-g ra ndson o f th e builder thinks that
th ese ca na les were ca rved in Ch ih ua h ua a nd sh ip pe d
up here. All o f th e rooms on th e main fl oor hav e been
eq u ip pe d with cl oth ce il ings that were placed a bo ut a
foot o r so bel ow th e vigas. No ev ide nce indicates
wh ether th ese were in stalled a t th e time th e h ou se wa s
built or later.

The woodw ork. d oors. d oor fr ames. window fr ames .
trim, a nd window s s uggest th at most o f th ese parts
were pu rr-hased re ady made from so me su p p lie r. It is
int eresting to not e th ou gh th at th e builde r d id not
attempt to sec ure an y uniformity amon g th e d oors, for

examp le . Se vera l sizes were used for th e sa me pu r pose
in th e h ou se.

The window a r ra nge me nts in this house arc uni
qu e. For th e most part , th e windows of th e main fl oor
were m ounted in th e wall s immediatel v above co rres
ponding window s in th e ba sement. The main floor win 
d ow a nd its mate in th e basem ent were th en mounted
in a si ng le fra me th at ran down th e wall between th e
tw o fl oors. A wood en shu tter fo r th e main floor window
was pl a ced in a track th at was th en mo u nted in th e
frame. This was a rra nged so th at th e sh utte r co u ld
move up o r d own th e fu ll len gth o f th e fram e. The
sh utte r was match ed b y a co unter-ba la nce th at co n
s is ted of a met al bo x which wa s fill ed with g ra ve l
so that it wa s o f th e sa me wei ght as th e sh utte r . The
sh utte r an d th e co un te r -ba la nce were united b y a half
inch ma nila rope. The rope o pe ra ted over a nine-inch
wood en she a ve . This she a ve wa s cut b y hand and wa s
provided with an axl e that wa s a half-in ch bolt that
wa s a bo ut e igh t in ch es lon g . The she ave wa s mounted
in a window sea t th at was pl aced bel ow th e main fl oor
win d ow. When th e main fl oor window was un shuttered.
th e sh utter was run down int o th e basement. \Vhen th e
shu tte r co ve re d th e main fl oor window. th e basement
window wa s o pe n fo r use. The main 'fl oo r window s
were pairs o f wood en caseme nt sash th at were located
just to th e rear o f th e sh utte rs. The basem ent window s
were s ing le caseme nt sashes that were mounted just
o u ts ide o f th e sh utte r track s. The wood en shea ves ap
parentl y did not work too well for most o f th e window s
were eq u ip pe d with met al pull eys o f mod ern desi gn
a t th e time o f this s tud v,

According to Mrs. ' Ad air , heat wa s sup p l ied in th e
h ou se by means o f four fireplaces a t first. These were
in rooms 1\1 , K, F, a nd D. The hall firepla ce wa s th e
on ly one s ti ll in use in 1961. It was desi gned for th e
use o f coa l. The othe r three firepla ces had been re
mov ed a t so me time prior to this s tudy. S mall gas
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stoves supp lied heat at the tim e the house was last used.
Insofar as plumbing is concerned, the house had been
made mod ern some yea rs ago. Room I, which had
housed Mr s. Amador's plants in the beginning, was
made int o the bathroom. Room H became a kit chen
at ab out the same tim e. Room J has served a lso as a
kit chen at various tim es.
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Th er e is one feature in the yard that attracts at 
tention for some observ er s. It is a wall that was con
struc ted on the west side of the irr igat ion cana l adja
cent to the house. This wall holds dirt up to the side
of the canal. It is over fort y feet lon g and is about
two feet ab ove the level of the ya rd. It is constructed
of one quart , clear glass, liquor bottl es that are ern 
bedded in ea rth. Her e again, Mrs . Adair said that thi s
mean s seemed to hav e been the onl v effect ive meth od
of pr otectin g the ca na l bank against various animals
that sought to burrow in it. Since the bottle wall ex
tends for only a third or less of the length of the
cana l that is on the lot, one ma y wonder wheth er the
pr oj ect was halted becau se the source of bottles gave
out or that the animals gave up their endeavors. One
might a lso infer that this means was used as an in
expensive scheme for giving some order to the wa ll o f
the cana l. Th e bottom ends of the bott les do giv e a
decorative touch.

In view of the tim e of construction, one might
say that th is house was ah ead of its da y in a number
of ways. Th e floor plan was adaptable to a var iety of
ways of living. Th e construction of the windows and
the por ch was unique. Th e qualit y of construction that
was used in the hou se has shown itself to be thorough
and durable. Th er e are, o f co urse, so me who would
view the house as bein g extre me!y expensive to main
tain by current standa rds . Within these qua lities and
limitations, Martin Amador built himself a fin e home.
It is a mark of avhi evement for a man who has sho wn
him self to be a real contr ibutor to his tim es in a varierv
of activities.-L. L. C. .

Th e chair man of th e Magaz ine Committee
has just r eceived word of th e death of A. JOHN
BRENNER of Phoenix, Ar izona. To this un 
happy notice l\liles Br itt elle adds, "John Bren 
ner 's kind thoughts and consideration of th e
other fellow was an att ri bute th at cause d much
admi rati on among his colleagues . Those of us
who kn ew him so well will miss him,"
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