University of New Mexico

UNM Digital Repository

Hospital Medicine Internal Medicine

Addressing Gaps in Nursing Home Emergency
Preparedness

J Rush Pierce Jr
Laura Banks

Theresa A. West

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepositoryunm.edu/hostpitalmed pubs

Recommended Citation

Pierce, ] Rush Jr; Laura Banks; and Theresa A. West. "Addressing Gaps in Nursing Home Emergency Preparedness.” (2014).
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/hostpitalmed_pubs/23

This Presentation is brought to you for free and open access by the Internal Medicine at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for inclusion in

Hospital Medicine by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact disc@unm.edu.


https://digitalrepository.unm.edu?utm_source=digitalrepository.unm.edu%2Fhostpitalmed_pubs%2F23&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/hostpitalmed_pubs?utm_source=digitalrepository.unm.edu%2Fhostpitalmed_pubs%2F23&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/im?utm_source=digitalrepository.unm.edu%2Fhostpitalmed_pubs%2F23&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/hostpitalmed_pubs?utm_source=digitalrepository.unm.edu%2Fhostpitalmed_pubs%2F23&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/hostpitalmed_pubs/23?utm_source=digitalrepository.unm.edu%2Fhostpitalmed_pubs%2F23&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:disc@unm.edu

Addressing Gaps in Nursing Home Emergency Preparedness

J Rush Pierce Jr MD, MPH': Laura Banks DVM, MPH?: Theresa A West RPH?

'Division of Hospital Medicine, University of New Mexico School of Medicine, Albuquerque; Center for Disaster Medicine,
University of New Mexico Health Sciences Center, Albuguerque; >Amarillo Metropolitan Medical Response System, Office of
Emergency Management, City of Amarillo, Texas

BACKGROUND RESULTS CONCLUSIONS

Previous studies have identified significant gaps in nursing
home emergency preparedness. Few of these studies have

1. More than half of surveyed nursing homes identified specific activities
with local emergency management that could improve nursing home

specifically surveyed nursing homes about activities that Has your facility Have you received emergency preparedness including: (a) staff training, (b) collaboration
would be helpful in Improving preparedness. participated in a disaster assistance from an during an exercise, and (c) critique of their response plan.
exercise in the past 2 yrs? emergency management . There was no difference between rural and urban nursing homes with
ves agency? regard to emergency preparedness, and identified specific activities
M ETH O DS . 339 o that could improve nursing home emergency preparedness.
In 2012, we mailed a survey to 134 nursing homes in the

Texas Panhandle and New Mexico inquiring about the facility, 67% P I_ I M ITATI O N S

facility preparedness, and types of assistance that would be

helpful in improving preparedness for their facility. We . Low response rate may result in ascertainment bias.

performed standard statistical analysis on returned surveys Features of general preparedness plan (% of . Type of staff member completing the survey was not consistent and
and compared facilities in rural communities to those in urban respondents) thus knowledge of facility and response plans may have varied among
communities. 40 respondents.
30 . . Study was based on respondents’ knowledge and memory and is
20 - "
subject to recall bias
RESULTS : H = . B

. Large facilities (comprised of multiple types of licensed facilities) only
provided one survey.

written agreements written agreements Business Continuity A process to rapidly A process to review
with with of Operations Plan credential and update the

37/134 (28%) Of faCiIitieS returned the Survey. 21/36 (58%) Of suppliers/vendors transportaftion (COOP) volunteer staff plan

surveys were from facilities in rural communities. All facilities compsmes

had a written all-hazards emergency preparedness plan.

34/36 (94%) included an evacuation plan and 32/37 (86%) R E F E R E N C ES

iIncluded a shelter in place plan. 23/36 (64%) had updated In the past 5 years have you experienced any of

their plan in the past year. Only 12/36 (33%) of facilities had following? (number of respondents, n=37) 1. Laditka SB, Laditka JN, Xirasagar S, Cornman CB, Davis CB, Richter

participated in a community disaster exercise in the previous 1 JV. Providing shelter to nursing home evacuees in disasters: lessons from

2 years. More than 50% of plans lacked specific guidance 12 Hurricane Katrina. Am J Public Health. 2008;98(7):1288-1293.

about mortuary services, information about building 1: 2. Hyer K, Brpwn LM, Polivka-West_L, Berman A. Helping nursing homes

construction, written agreements with transportation i prepare for disasters. Health Aff (Millwood). 2010;29(10)_:1961-_1965.

Compan(ijesaa pr‘:.)cesls to trapicllIyocrede”ntfial _vl_ct)_lunteers,t agd 4 ?é'miigéﬁgéﬁrgﬁchgaiésf :;\r::lalgdotse.nlt\ilglrlszx:g?esl_l Ogggg?ezubb;lg'lltllealth

prepared educational material. Overall, facilities reporte , l l _ . . d by

iIntermediate confidence that their response plan reflected their 0 o - - . International under Contract No. 290-00-0018. AHRQ Publication No. 07-

facility’s ab|||ty to respond effectively to a disaster. In the Utility/power Evacuation Flooding or Disease  Gun violence A bomb scare Other event 0029-1. ROCkVi”e, MD: Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality, May

outage >4 hrs fire outbreak

previous 5 years, 16/37 (43%) of facilities had experienced an : 2007.

emergency e.g. prolonged power outage, severe disease 4. Pierce JR, West TA, Bell TE_. Are long term care facilities (LTCF)

outbreak, or gun violence. Though 23/37 (62%) of facilities prepared for HIN1? J Am Geriatr Soc 2010;58:S166.

considered emergency management agencies to be major Desires assistance from emergency management 5. Blanchard G, Dosa D. A comparison of the nursing home evacuation

partners, 13/35 (37%) reported no previous assistance from (% of respondents) experience between hurricanes Katrina (2005) and Gustav (2008). J Am

these agencies. Facilities desired the following items to o Med Dir Assoc. 2009;10(9):639-643.

improve their facility’s emergency preparedness: staff iﬁ 6. Office of the Inspector General. Gaps continue to exist in nursing home
ini 0 ' ' ' 0 40 emergency preparedness and response during disasters: 2007 — 2010.

tra_u_nlng (68 /o_), collaboration during an exercise (68 %), a_mc_l i . . - OEI-(?6-09¥Op02$O 3 oo I?I o T 201

critique of their response plan (62 %). There were no statistical 0 0. epartment of Healt 1 and Human Services. Apri :

differences between facilities in urban and rural communities staff training  collaboration during _critique of response 7. Banks L. Caring for elderly adults during disasters: improving health

with regard to the perceived confidence in the plan, plan an exercise plan outcomes and recovery. South Med J 2013;106(1):94-98

deficiencies, or desire for assistance in improving emergency
preparedness of their facility.
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