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Meech: Martha

425

When pheasants cross the lawn, whert omaments—-
Red-winged and fleet, fraglle and: small—bedeck
The barren hmb? Whatever cause or accxdent

/

Has brought thls faded world, has taught ourear -
- A sharper sound to find the smallest scene; - *
- To know the sxlence first: sustaxned, then hear

Tecleft by timid bird with bnef staccato theme;
But, most. of all, 1t is the pause we! hear—that long,

~ -SANFORD B. mmcn. A
MARTHA . =

My grandmother went to the old orchard
sometimes, witha hoe - P
~ tokill what some called: adders -
- who forsoék theapples -~ -
: for the name Once

* shehad to pin meonasofa
- between herknees - | ‘

' “to pick my face for glass and grave]
‘Her daughters-her daughters
‘came up’ halfway to the mark, - :

now scurtying with clean or bloody water S R
now: tearful in’ the lutehen T

R She would havethoughht propet S , |
. that when the pallbearérs were' clumsy L

in'the snowm father motmned me.

- '~‘tohelplmeu'p er coffin A N -

e 'onthestrapsactossthegfave:»T‘-va:"; S

N
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