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.
. ilO . G. THOMASTANSELLE AND, JACKSON·R•. lJRYER.

years,. witb emphasis •.on its syinbolie:antfDl}'thieelements..·The· novel
may have1)eeIl,.~oIl'lP~r~a ..tQ'VPr,ks9y .•Etiith·.\Y1iart0n~HenryJallles,
and JosephCQnrad,>:butit~snot.'feltn~saIytodr~win (~~~e,:

Milton, and:ShalC§Peare,~Li()nel'I'riIIil1ghasdQne: .Thefact,·th~t
The GreatGats.bybasbeen:el~tedfQsucll'beight5·. senres to .em
phasize themil~lness.oftb~"prais~(aP~tlteyehew~l1c;e ofthecriti;
cismJ'wifh ·whichdtwas.:tec~ivea •...ThetviciSsitudes.of 'thebook's,re
putationform.a~.instru.Ctiveillusttationoftbe:problemsiilvolVedin·

literary iudgm~nt.Since:the~bOQk'ist~y read in stlchadiffer.ent
way fIom···fhe:agproaph'usecl:1)y·the·.¢pntempoxaryreviewets..(indced
in a·.waM.inipossiblefo~th.eb1),..lilusfo1'leCon(:lude, .th~t"·~e"l$·a
prer~uisite;forflte perspecfivcJle.eded:in critical·judgll1e~ts7:'tl1~t· .~
conteD1Porcu:y·cannever~eel1s~:nlucliina work.asa.la.tert:generation '.
can? thatit-isnecessary;to'getfat,~nougbaway fromtbeperiodso ..
that questi0nsofrealislIliIl·{",Xte~aldetails'donotintn1de? . . .

Therellave/~en-it'g~es~tbout:saying~admirers ·of .the novel
from •.the.'b~ginJiing.GeilitideSteini\vtote· to Fitzgerald. :of:the.1"'gen
uine.pleastlie'tth~bookbtQu~rh~r;she.caned it.a "'good·bqok".and
said'-he::was'~creating.·the.copte@pOJ::flry~~orld:as.·1lluc1:I."··as ..·Tha,ckeray.
did.his:."·T•.:S~.;Eli.ot,.~aft.er.leferrillg~otbe. novel as ~'<:hamting:'::f'Qvet
PQwering,l';~nd"remarkabler'aeclared it: to be "the first· step thaf
American.•.:nctionhas.·,·.talCen...• ·.sin¢e.·.·.•Henry.·.··.James}' ·.• E(lith.....~~rton
.Wrote,..·.. ·'letme....sa,y~t ..·oJ1ce.•how.~uell.·I ••.like.GatsDi';·.··she.·.prai~e~·the
ad\j1nce·in.Fi~~talatstechnique·andused the word '~masterlY}'·.t\nd:··

MaxweU.···Perkins'.·adj~etives·· .•.·.w~re· ·~'.eXti.aorc1inaJ:Yt···t'maglli'6ceJlt," .
''Qrilliant,''··I(1ineq~l~<r'}~.be::b~liev~d·.Fifzgerald •. ~ad;·."every··kirid··';0£
right'to.be.·ptOlld~of:th~;·boo~"'fun;9ft'S'il~h:thing$' .asma;ke.a·:man
famous'" andsaidfo]tim; ~'¥ot1ltaveplainlY'11lasteredthe:cxaftr .

But ···the:·'Ieviewets:'were,n()t:·g~ne@ly·.so··entllt1su.sti<:;··and. several
welequitehostile~ Inthe.Years·fon()\Ving·tb:e:bOok~s,publiCation,th¢re

were.a•.few··critiC$Who'spok~h~ghlY·.·~fth¢·bdok·from· ..fiiIiet().:time, but
thec9mDfentson~Ga~bY·l:retWeetlc1925;,·and1945 •can '..alIno$t·be
counted·on···ol1e's'.fingers~: and·certainI~ ..thesigriifican.tdiscu$Sionsre
quire.nomorethan.the.nngers·()f .•,oJle:·h~d.·:.BetWeen··.;1927and~the
appearance ,of ;'Eel1cIerls.··th~·Night:Dt~'1<)3$th~e;we~efew¢r>than
tenaqicleS'on 'Fi~eraI(l,.and.iJttliese'()nlY;tbt~ ·inip()rtant;~thol1gh·
"ery~bi1ef)';comDlents:ojl'Jll1f~.Gteal'Gats,bY;·Detvveen ..1,934.·.an~ .. :E!f.z-·
genrld's.deathin.·:194Qi.tbe(e)Vere·onlyseveniarficles,:"cQntainhlg';af~'V .
9rie£:~usio~s·tC),Gatsby¥·alla·..oJ.le·;diS,p.~~sion ••iil;)a.})o~~fin·~9~~,alJ.a.
194~::;th~ec w~s ollediSctissioneacll..year~'·.Inl(4)t'howevet~·W1~·tbe

,
~ .
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..Ii G. THOMAS'TANSELLE ANDTACKSQN,ltlUlYER'

writers ,who.."are','producin~theOe$t>s.erious.;fiction:' ,he,was giVing.
voice' to the sortofobseIVati~n ,fhatconstantly'reappears,in,,'th~ere
vi~ws~t1ie, placeGatsby'~efipies,iJ1Fitzg¢nlld's' caI~er. 'Thus'Llewel~
lynlones,inone,offhe.earliestreviews"believedth~t·,

F. Scott-Fitzge~ldAasgothissecQIJ4'windt'andthepeoplewho were
dolefully sbakingtheirheads·'overhUn~ome'tirneago.'a~~goi~g,to, be
fooled." ''TlteGreat.C;ats.by''.is:wrltten:with"'wIthe, brilliancy 'and
beauty'that we associate with,yO\1tbandwitlla:senseof'$piritualvalues
that is sincereand;m~t\lre~(chicago, Evening Post, AprilJ.7)

, .
, . .' j

Sim,'iIarl.y,.th..' efo.llowing,.da.Y,.'. Fan.·.ny~.utCh..ere.o...m..'·menteclin.••·· .•. th.••.e. C.h.i-..
cag9'frlolUJe·onthe implicationsofihe new novel ("asdifIerent:fr~tn
the other two as .eXpe~ence, .·is,fromdnnqcence")·. forFi~gerald's
development:' .1l'TheGteat(}atsby',pl'Qves that.Scott Fitzgerald is "
going·to beawriter;'ancln?t'just"ainan~fone'book. .. Itis,bizarre•. 1t
.ismelodramatic.Itis,atJm()D1~ntS,diIilenoYelish~Butit:isj'desJ?itejts
fauIts,abookwhichis,notnegIigibI~asJtny> one's~wol"k,~nd;}vast1y

important as ScottFitzgerIDd~$.·work.'trEdwinClark,inth~N~'Y9r~·
'fimesthenext:&ty,Jelttbat~ th~qove1b)()lc"adeep~(l()okat.'1if~" .
than anyofFifz~~raIQ'searlier .•workandsbo,!e~i·that,·~js 'sen,se,of
fonn"is· becomin.gpetfected.".The,LiferatY'i)igesf for l\1Qy}ounQ in .
this "gracefuI,'fin!sh~tale"with'·"'akitld.9fdelicafe tllu·eaI1tf~.·a:F'itz~
gerald who .~ibits ua n¢Wawaren~.sofvalues" .a~dwho}is: ,'''no
longertheinlpudentY()l1ngster~"whois"stiIl·gayandas. extra.~gant

as' .evef",··th()U~h·"not, qUite:astolerant,'an~,no'longerindiffetent"
since he· disJ?laysa.new.em()tion;'f()J;~iIn .•..·pity~Carl."an ·Yechfen;
too, sawanew·.elementin.Fitzg~ril1cldntbis"fiJle, ya~,~i1ara~pgly

~pun":: "a~~~li~",~if?h~-'?nly/ttcent1~ im~d~it$d,e~l1tili.the~t
Il1gs ·of.··thi$.'briIIiaP.~~Y9u~ial1th()r,'the;q~lityvaguel~.referred·to.as.

mysticlsDl;'ENati()n~,May:2o), ••,TheNe\l' •• ¥()rke,r(MaY 23) declared
thatthenoYeI.,.'·llas/Fitzg~ra1ti'$r.xtraYagaJ;lc:e:!buta,newiDlaturity,as .
weUasariy·ani()Ugtofn~liaJ;1clg().; ;.i .• ;..~..•.•r.rJ1e·y()ungp1ariis,not~tF
ingoutr An9'l'0uiS:Bronifi~ltitinthe.Ai1gus.t.B()o1anan)~lieved
thatFi~eraId~~:.nA\V'I'fre~d-,()ftlteeJC~sesofiyo~th", .sln~ ,the
"gaUQY',WQrld"of,Al$"E:arlterJX)Ok!.,'lliaS;·b¢e,!1·.!eft belund som~liere

in themiddl~distaJlce.," •...••..••....;..... , .' ••... ..•. '....•.. '•... '.. .... . '.' . '..... ,.... ".. ".••;...
1'he '.faYontbl~a..~yieWSJ;1?t: .•()nlYtried:to 3$certainthe ",position.·of '

GatsbYiJtiE'itzg~~I~star~tbuta1s.o,cQmpated·.it..··witJl'.the-'wQr:k;••Qf
othe1"writeJ;s.Edwin'ClarlC,. ·inhis 'fimes,revi~.deteCtec1/atesemb- .

6

New Mexico Quarterly, Vol. 33 [1963], Iss. 4, Art. 5

https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmq/vol33/iss4/5



7

Tanselle and Bryer: The Great Gatsby: A study in Literary Reputation

Published by UNM Digital Repository, 1963



'116
. . .

,G. TaOMJ\S TAN~.EL.LE>.AND ·.rA9gg0N.1t.;]~Rn:R.·. ' - . . .
, '. . ,.

luSiQlJed".· .. ¥lntl····.~'cD1aWre,~"· •..wiffi ..'-"pace?' .·.·aric1.· ··c~achnirable····'·ccontr()11."
Chapte~;.~w(}./c~otI1djnO~have. neen1)etterwritten," .\Vhi1e,thecata~

Iogqe.ofgtJeSf$,utQbapteJ:,.FQur. couldhave.been brought off by. no
bne·but¥if:zgeraJd.€onttatY'toi.theopinions.of,'MenckenanclIsabel
PaterS()nt.lJen.et:teIt·th~ttll¢auth()r ha$:c'madethe'teal~ople :Jive,.
and breathe in all their sordidness.•.. They ·are memorable peG'
pIe of to~y~ot types...)~ .. '. . .

But,'it1ist911ubb,WrltingiDthe,F0nJm (inrAugust19251,Wh.o
pr()bably.~e;cl<Js~rlhan, any.other reviewer',~o'expressing,the pres
ent;day·attituaetowarathe,booIc.Fitzgerald~$.~cn1ost •.attractive.bn()k"
is "a fubl¢;in'tllc.foIDl.ofa, realistic novel/' "af once'itragedy-ancI,an
extraQrdillarilyconvinpinglove.tale.and'an,extrava~nza..., !"While

. th_eptiplishe{Schlimed'.thatGatsby~·'would. only l>e.' posS11l1eillthis
age' anttgeperation;".Chllbb feIt·c~tbatltewouId. be possible ro',any
ageand.generationan(timp9ssiblejn'allofthem.... thereis;som~i

thing. ()f.;·IayGatsbyinevexy'man, woman, or child thatev~.eiisted."
Re£erting.t(f}i'itzg~4!sbrilliance·(he' "ltaseverybitofthe.brilliance
tha~weasspciat~\Vith hard surfaces") ,. Chubb asserts, ~'Tq're,com" .
·mend,·thisi'.boo!C:'on.the·groundoftechnica1excellence·.is;·of,course
supeIiluous~L1"ecQIl1Dlen(lit as ':I studtof •..• sentiDlentalistsby .
one\Vhose'ltea¢does'n()i:ev¢t:beatenatic4~~.' ,". ".
TheBritish,reactiQJltothebook··in·.··.I~notDlatkedIy·.dif.

ferentfi:oD1f1ie..Ari,lerican~Thatisrt1i~(e~weIe--·those .who:felt,'with··
the,Times1!te~;Supplemer1tCFebJUary18-);~~t;it ..was·.ccl1Ddoubt.
edlya~o.rIc ..Qf~~,'CI!!d.·ofgreatpro~e".and.'lli~~.\Vh();~()qghtthe
stoty hardly,etwotth;ithe~telliQ~'ranexamP-le ...of;}~U]ilaoubt«t .. ~e~t
. '•. ~:wastedpnthepQQr':material ofthemelodranlafjc eorruptionsof
America's;o~er~rich}Snultt.sett.··itJ.post·war' tintes'.' •. (DubImMagazine,
JuIy-S~tent~'.1926-l~.·'1tc1~d.· ..'Shanks·.·;.found..him$elf•• ,.on ...the·side,· ()f
theTiJnesi,wiaiL..·p.;·a~ey'in.theoppos~gcamp,whi1etlteNelV '
State$nmn:(l\43te:h~'iJ\vasrathe1"'nonconpnittd .abQrittms.. c~satirist .
with·apretfy;tpiQkvelvetglove.~'~~ks,in<,the April.U>JJdoJl.¥er.. ·
cuty;:sai(lthatGatsQy·leav~ccJi()doubt'astoMr~·Fitzgerald(s.,ta1enf$"

..ana,shoWs;l1irirDan~pg.,~~ grotesqllematerial·withan,..artis~sc1is-
, cietion{arid~ .....•,PlQd~tion": .·~ere;h¢JIJigh~weUbe~boyant;
heisdIy;.:wh~~'.h¢.;mightbe.Yagingly~ntiDlenta1,he,is···fullofcomr

mQllserise.':'J.:]:artley,onttt¢otherhand~sawinGatsby ()nlyf1anapsurd
..stpryl,wJjeth~~usia~rea;'asromallce,.melodta111a,orplainrecC?rd,of
:New¥ork.·high,lite",·th~workofall1an who$ec~imaginationjs: .
febriIe~~'andwhQSe_eJ)lotion is. ,cover-s~ed';; atid.he,bo~···ccthat ,
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418 , G. THOMAS TANSELLE AND JACKSONR., BRYER

oth.er Fitzgerclld booksfortbe.St.PauI,Dispatch~had'also.prai$e~
Gatsby-in:19;6 ,as'''abeautiful''literaty accomplishtnent'1"and .in
1933 as, uaskill£ul~,wise andafIectingbook."

When (.;raythen wrote in i940~ ,"Perhaps some dayjt[Gatsbyj: will, ,
berediscoveredph~mayhavebeenah3(binger ofwhat-was to happen ,
later'htthe',decade~ buthewasspealcing fro111themidstofa long per
iod ofn~glectoftIl~>book __betweenChamp~lain~sremark in 1934
and the·beginningof:'the·revivalinl94S'- fh~re were.noJUore, than
five orsix article$,tha~couldbe·thoqghtof: in any wayascollfJ1butiDg
to a'studyofG~tsby(pn1yoneofthemexclrisivelyonthat~ovellw~ld

two,> or:three.commen~in.books ••Therehad'been asignificalltbrief
melltion of m.ewor~in:a LQnaonMercuzy article byHarxy WjMoore'

,in March 1935" referring to Gatsby as "altnostagreat nQver~and '(one
of the:fewbooks ~f the 1920~ tDat can stillstand on-it$feet,"and
~arlanJIatcheFs, descri~tion in the same yeat~in hisbookonmQdem,
Americanfiction~Qfthe~'paceand drive,","proportion, and 6rmness of
structure" ofF.'itzgerclld's '~'best piece.of worlc."]atnes Gray had written
two arti~les; in193o/andI940~ the first(Sa~rdayReviewoft.,itera

ture~ June 12)- 1~ron9uncipg· Gatsby Fitzgerald's. C'fiqest work" .and
the second (.st~ Paul' Dispf1tch~ December 24) describing it as "~>ne

of those small masterpieces> .which >inevitably misses ·tremendous
popular .success hecause<its.implicationsare'more··.subtletDantfie·
casual public'cares,to;disentanglefrom.a. melodraJr1~tic<storyP1"here
had been a few comments on Gatsby in the'rasb of artiCles 'that ap
pearedupon,Eitzgerald'sdeat}lin ].94o:.John.Dos·Passositi:tll(~N"ew .
~R~public (FepmarY-17; 1941) IabeIingit c'one:ofthe<fewclassic
¥tericannovels,"Esquire(,forMarch1941}assertingthatit~~wil1

undoubtedIy.bereadandstudied.a·centuIY .hence,", Ntfargaret Mar
shall (Nafio~,FebruaIy8~19'fl,)·.1?elieving_th,atit'~\Vill.c()ntiJiue't(lbe
relevane"because'it':~caughtandcIy$talliZed,fheUlld¢dyjngc'vaI~es'

of apericxL"Atld~fiDally~there'had-be~niPeterQuennemsstu~y~j~
the New Statesm~:(Febmary1~ 1941),ofoneiof.th~ boo1c's~IJnany- '
virtues". {Cli~, delineatiottoftwo rich '111en .durit1g.the·Ante~can
boom"), whichcon9Judedthat it is '~a,periodpiecewithan.uQllsual
degreeofpeonanentvaIueP . . '.' . '., . .., ...',.. . ':

ASfor·criti~Ibook$.mfhe·'earIyf°rties~.·.()scarOargi1I~.iIl:.·I~teJl~
America,.'(t941);, .•poi11ted·out'.twow~esses,it1.\VbatWas;,I'olJ~qfi~~··"
swiftest'moving' of .··Di.odeI1l •• ·.QoveJs'f;,.,~frecd,X<azin~ •• ill,<:>11.~3tiVe
Ground$("942J~considered:.Qat~by<a'~ptof()p~d •.• ·••co...1?11~t9~:rs~¥ .. '· ",
undersfanding"; and MaxweU Geismar,' in Th-e;Lastof·t1J.e"Prow£ws··

10
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+20 G~ THOMAST~SELLt.AN])IAciKSQr,tR.8~~R

Ibgical.. ·creations.··.jl}. •.'our.··.rec.ent·.."1iteratur~~.'"and.an~&t:·'\~i~~q'S.
·preoccupation·With fanut~and1J.i$~~exaspemti()n··with,tl}e.DJultiplJcity··

of.mOdernhUlllan·... existen9:e/' •.·Eve.n .in:a·prief:~ng1ish·~urV~t·()f ..
Anlerican.;lit:e~tut~(M~lJ:cus> Curdi~~'s ...• J!e~guin;'hist()ry),;.,~af$bY· .
;becmn~:·"~.brini~J1t'littIellovel· •.·.·: •...•.•·.Witb.a..mQving;~l~c·q~alj.~"r~
alldf()rSt:¢.iling·,NQrffi{.teviewiDg··.tlIeP()rtable.fi'itgenJ19iiiiJh~ .. cehi;'
~gQ;Sz:w.,(Oet~)6er·$)~the,,·novel··"aates· ..not,at.a1l~~'··' ..Ahll0~t:the'~nlf·
diss.eIltiJ:1g·~pice:\Vasthat.·o,fChar1esRoore,w~o.·ju~ged·JhatcC;atshr···
"di(lnQtbav@;the.insigh~'·of This!Side.of:paradise(:N'eW·¥of~'·TimeS,·

. Se,ptem})et2'f)..;,·· '. . ',' ',' "'. .'", .".. '.
Between·~945;~andtbe~enithof.19S.);-S2t commentaryontbeD()()k

appeared,:st~~7J~~~nbtexac~yinJarg~i.quantit.y;In'.1946John·~erry .. '.
man·wroteip.~e-Kenyo~::lleviewthat;· ••fJ,atshY;·."a..··mastetpie~'~"."Wa$

."'beffer,than:;~t,Qffier~ericanwork'offictionsince:'r1teGolden'c
, BoWl';';Iarn~';(;my,in'bis;OnSecond;Thought, 'refen:edblGatsby

as Eitzg~ldrs'lli~tbook";and:.AithurMizener, .in,.fhe~eWaneelte-
vi~"publiSliedhiS;'first;attempt·atFitZgera1dbiography.m6cism., :
{althougb~_in,]ooking'at,thePottable, '. in .tbe:!<enyonRevie.wthat
spring,.li~co~id~ed.'I:eJ]derlstheNigh~to,be"surelyFitzgerald's.
moSt~p0rtantllover')).The rest~fthefoIijesfound()nlyspecialiZed

.orpe~plt.~·aIticles; .. sucbasMiltonllindus'.discuSsi()n:.ofllnti-Seini~
.tiS~!n\Fi~ert1d's,:podfclya1ofWolfsheim(which'stirred;;upsome
lettersaboutG~tsby.frQ~ct:lie,reade,rsof Cpnullentatyin·1947h·Alan
Ross's·a~aIYsis·(in·th,e ·~ecember.I948;,Hori2:()nl···of· the;'relation:be
tween.the\manand;hiSwo~k:'(Gatsbybe~g"the·one·novel"ill·which

Fi~erfd· ..~"exaetly;,and·,~~tifully.ca~lized,th¢vari?us,stralld~.o£~is
ownt~tnperaIllent")·r'M~Jl.Ka1lich's: .. 1949;;.Sttlc1y·.'m;,~e.·p:mverslf}'
of·Kansas.(Jity··lleYiew·Qf'Fi~era1d~s.attitudetowal'd,wealt.h"D~ .• S:
Savag~s'gerieral·chronisle' ··(World·Review~August·'·l9icj)ofFitz ..
gentld'swork··(inwhichc;~tsby .• is"superlative/' ....~.'a;masterpieceof
sympatbetic\tnde~tandi~g"J'7.'Er~derickI .•.·J-Iomnan's.·comparisop;-(in
the~I.949~ng1ish<lnsntllteEssays) .... of. Edith''\Yh~oll:.andEi~-'~

, gerald<whohgd'~an~dequatesense:.()f·.t~e .. past~~), .Paul.L~.'lVfac~

Kendrick's.co~p.aris0n()f .ffie..satypcon .••~ndGatsl)YiIl .. 'tbe·CRlssiCil1
ToumaI(1:lpthcQllfrib~ijJlg·to.th~<~.'literatur~ .. of"1>tote$t"');1Mi£lUtel'
F.j-M:0Jol!¢fS'ciitiqtieof:J$alf-faitlis"and;«~$QCia1 ..awaren~l'.'in·;:Fi~-"
g~d .. f,Cath0lic ·W:Qrld,,195oJ,.andfhelalluary'2o,.. 19S9ti'I'intes
Lit~ SupplelDent'~ .•. survey·,.of·.·Eitzgerald.·.:<WitlI·Gaf$by'seen::~s, ",
."ettraotc1ip~y .•••$uc~sful.'in .•.• blending····refleCti0n ··and.•...;Jil()VeD:1.e1lt!~ ..)~.. '
,When.1951.¢ame,however~there/~ilo··dOl,lbt~-that.'thetevi~

. . '..

, .
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4ZZ G. 11l0~T;\NS~~ANnI~~~~~titt~
in.Fitzgeral(1,and ..O..•S..··:savage'$ ..psychoapalyti~l· ..·S~q¥:.· •..<il1··~~¥l'~h~f
wealtl1iapd.~he.(~jllc~t.lnotive" .in:Gatsby.and;tW<ier'fs:.'t~~:Ni~1J,~.
Tbf,}0thergtoup,tb.ecamp·of thedissent~~;,··incl]1des.'E~~r(lJ.)a1.U"<·
ber~'(withh~ti1ustic"indiCbnent, .inthe.N()Ye!1JbeI·s1tre~l1lap"'Qf
F'itzg~l~s,(fsloven.~ijn~'andof.· Gatsby,·_a.(~novelWithQJJt2iti~"'·

andan\'ex8mple;QfFifzgerald'S.'(peopleless:re3lisDl',),J~aitd'\Y'/Whit
lock '(who wrote to the TLS that the •'':peak''oftwentieth-cenwry
Am~ricanliterature.inustbe"agood •.deal:ltigher" .. than Ga,tsby),
several:W!ifersof letters to the: Saturday Review·of.Literatul'e,an:d
Ben.:RaY ~edtnan (who,-.in .. the same issue of thatmagazine,.believed
"thatpraiseof[Fitzgetald'slworknowoutruns discretion") . .
Any~ne familiar With <acaclemic criticism.cQuldpredict·therest of

:::=:':~:a:::=~~~;';~:;hea':n~e;::~~~
to' follow, swept along in the giant. wave of.e~thusiasm, .confonntoa
pattern.•There is' no .point· in doing more than very :brieflytracing
this)patlern sinre 195:l. ThespriIig of·thatyea.t:saw discussions of· the
"social thinking"·in-Gatsby:(RichardGreenleafin.Science& Society)
and of.its "concern fot the' ·.archetypal·al1,dessentialforms ·oIthe
American charactetandexperience" (Charles Holmes:.in th~ Pacific
Spectator); intlIesllmmerit'\Vasagainstlldiedas a 'fsocialdocument"
(William VanO~Connoritt,An1erican;Quarter1y); in·theJallitssym
bolism and themes' were treated in CollegeE~g1ish(by l'onlBur
113m}; andbefoietheend()£theyearj~ themes were s.cmtinized two
more times,byE~vvinFuSsen- fil,lELH) andf.)enryWechsler (in the
Washington and·Jeffers.on Wa,11). Thr.ough '1953, 1954, and 1955
manyilnportantcriticsvturnedtheitattClltioil to-thebook~ discussing
it in terms ·.0£ itscommentaryo!t money"(Malcolm Oowley .• i1lthe
Western Review~ '19.5;3),i~mythology •.(DouglasiTaylorin.the.Utti-

1tcS;JE::i~~)i!t~f~~:l~t1~
Studies" 1955.),even'-itstelephonesymbolism (B..B.,Coheninthe
,Indiana Folio, 1954,),bringingin'¢omparisons,With,Bcnjamip·Erahk" ,

. lin (F1oydWatkinsiittheNewEng~dQuartedyand'.l-lughl\1~c".
leaninConege.Eng1ish,19;4.);·l)ic~efiS (~ormanFried~an,:illAc- _
c~t,..1954), T.S~EliQt\(JohIlBicknell,iJl.theVirginiaQu3rterIYRe~ .
vieW,1954.),·Conrad(B.o~~.StalIJn~itin'fwentietlr(~eijturr-Utera.
ture71955J,·an.d •• Sophocles~'·Oe4ip~, .. ;(Hans·l\1eyerhofFs·.~TiJn~ .in;
Lit~ture.). FrederickJ.Hoffinan,whofeltGatsbywas"'a··scnpmerital

~

t
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