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. clauned for the myth of the West, but one need not 1 thmk go past gty

the most obvious to find these elements of highest importance: In

' various|degrees of clarity and confusion, two notions prevaxl about the

West, Together, they result in @ human paradox: nowhere in all time -

- and all space was man more free than he was on the Western frontler, S

but nowhere in all time:and all $pace was he more lonely and more

doomed to violent death. Two aspects of the frontier thus define its -
central meanmg for man: 1ts freedom and xts ceeseless threat of death A

In tellmg the story of the frontler writers from Hector St ]ohn de
Crevecoeur to Frederick Jackson Turner emphasized its freedom. =
“The demand for land and the love of wilderness freedOm,” said Tur- - -
ner in his first famous éssay; “drew the frontier ever onward.” Ten
years later; in his discussion of contributions of the West to American

~ democracy, Turner again wrote: of the free life of the West: “To the
peasant.and artisan of the Old World, bound by. the chains of social
class, as-old as custom and as inevitable as fate, the West offered an™
exit into- a- free hfe and gteater well bemg among the bountles of -
nature. ...

The frontxersman hunself embodled this freedom, and among fton-‘
tiersmen:in-the myth of the West no one came to seem more free .
than the American cowboy riding across his unfenced world. In one of

T the first accounts of him, Joseph. G. McCoy wrote of his “freedomand -~

.~ =  abandon.” The life'of a.cowboy, he observed, “is hard and full of ex-
< posure, but it is wlldiand‘ free; and the young ‘man who has longbeen
* acowboy has but little taste for any other occupation.”- ‘Anold Texas

trail driver remembered “the wild, care-free life of a cowboy.” “The -

cattleman and his famxly, ‘writes one historian, “were wedded to the

congept of unhmnted time: and- space, freedom of movement, and' S

mdmduahstlci‘ tion characteristic of the West. In many ways, and ¢

to many who lived there, it was more a concept than a reality, but

it was one dream nearer to realization than in any other place teadily

‘avaxlable to them “?Dream'ﬂor reahty, 1ts meamng 1s mught in these; e

| wfs_ettIed space He is beyond 30c1ety, except per- ,p

\ :haps the most rudmien relatlons that may develop among a hand—

kht_t{ps;{ /dlgltalgeposxioryunmedu/nmq/v0133/ i_ééél;/ 2. v',‘*
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’Emerson

) ‘tly awarefof hlsdoom And these paradoxml featurs, 7 f‘;{igf‘:;};}
th meanmgs of man m the West ,

, creatur ":”‘i';nd thxs freedom has many facets and dxmensmns. “Man ' v
is free, in so far as he is able to ask questions about the world he en- . .
including hl_mself and to penetrate mto deepet and deeper

‘anthropology, though 1t was. the Amencan faslnon from L
 Tumner, was equally irrelevant; In its emphas1s upon the
unlimited spiritual self-reliance of men, it Supported an ideal freedom, .
‘but it neglected the materialistic forces impinging upon Western ex-
- -perience, On the Staked Plains of Texas or the salt deserts of Westem -
~ Utah, Emerson’s Nature was untrue to both man and nature: Andno  *
‘amount of Platonic contemplatxon could ever hft a pamted Blackfoot SN
..wamor into transcendental being. = LI

‘Existential anthropology, however, hasan unmedxate b&nng on the i
. ‘Westem °°nd1h01¥ Of man, for wlule emphasxzmg freedom it quah- .

ac ch _other, for he has ﬁmte freedom.’? And mar’s ﬁmte-"fj; v
ate: limitation; his final submission to- destmy, is of'v’;‘!‘},
ost dramatmlly‘ mamfest in lus mevztable death S




We have kept ourselvee in a sorl
‘ iwe have been reluctant to put

s :hmrted socnal and moral space‘»ot the
ke has clarmed lus freedom, but m‘ i

been, srmply pro;ected out mto the Erlen world
-»fthat worId whlch is the Amermn future’ '

i 'f aud value did he put upon the freedom i
: VfWestern hero Take the mountam rnan

: - the whole whrte map of the West :
S :spot He could go up the nverv or do :

" ;'g -the Comanches There 1s, I thmk,
* . .seeking -freedom. On the contrary, he
- mystical sense of destmy_ e
~ -In American imaginative’ wntmg, how
- tiny seems unsophrstrmted as the drmm
’{ﬁctron destmy:h"’ '*no roots m the natur 0
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story ni 'thxs way conﬂrcts wrth freedom, the good

g od marshal and the bad destiny of: the bad outhw .

have been mamfest But wrthout roots-in" his ‘nature as’ free man,,,j‘
ncither the good hero nor the evil villain has any real human mean- .~ -
ing. He becomes a mere pawn, wearing a white shirt-or a black shrrt,;; Te
in a Calvinistic: allegory played out upon the high plainis and sun- -
bleached deserts of the West. If violent death in the West has. usually*f S
seemed to: ‘make no sense, it is no. wonder Whether a man killed or f o

- was killed was unrelated to his'nature as a man in a.world of freedom.
* If he died, this was the way the dlce rolled as 1f Fortune, not man,\
had freedom:" -
What we must do- 1f we ate to move toward 1magmat1ve matunty

is plain. We must accept the two-aspects of the West as parts of a i

single view of man. We must claim his freedom, let him ride into the
great: emptiness of the world which is not man, let him try out the

many relationships: between this world and himself; but let him re- = :'

- member, or let him discover, that his self, however self-reliant it may
hope to be; cannot transcend its existence in nature, cannot escape its
destiny. “Exery

hing man as a centered self does,” writes Tillich, ‘“has -

the double: character of. respons1b111ty and necessrty ‘Thete is. deshny:’ P
in everythmg we decide in freedom, And there 1s freedom in every-._'

thing we experience as destmy RN .

- ‘The trouble with our literary 1mage of the West has not been a%?.' o
persistence of the dream of freedom and the dream of death. Both
are to'some extent real in our hrstory, both are heroic in our. myt‘h,ﬂ '
and both are integral in the nature of man. The trouble is that as

| wnters we have‘:usuall made freedom silly and death sadrstl ,.:‘No"
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