View metadata, citation and similar papers at core.ac.uk brought to you by X{'CORE

provided by University of New Mexico

New Mexico Quarterly

Volume 14 | Issue 1 Article 16

1944
Plato, Despair!

J. V. Cunningham

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmq

Recommended Citation
Cunningham, J. V.. "Plato, Despair!." New Mexico Quarterly 14, 1 (1944). https://digitalrepositoryunm.edu/nmq/vol14/iss1/16

This Contents is brought to you for free and open access by the University of New Mexico Press at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for

inclusion in New Mexico Quarterly by an authorized editor of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact disc@unm.edu.


https://core.ac.uk/display/151605284?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=pdf-decoration-v1
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmq?utm_source=digitalrepository.unm.edu%2Fnmq%2Fvol14%2Fiss1%2F16&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmq/vol14?utm_source=digitalrepository.unm.edu%2Fnmq%2Fvol14%2Fiss1%2F16&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmq/vol14/iss1?utm_source=digitalrepository.unm.edu%2Fnmq%2Fvol14%2Fiss1%2F16&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmq/vol14/iss1/16?utm_source=digitalrepository.unm.edu%2Fnmq%2Fvol14%2Fiss1%2F16&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmq?utm_source=digitalrepository.unm.edu%2Fnmq%2Fvol14%2Fiss1%2F16&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmq/vol14/iss1/16?utm_source=digitalrepository.unm.edu%2Fnmq%2Fvol14%2Fiss1%2F16&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:disc@unm.edu

POETRY

Cunningham: Plato, Despair!

Surf of illusion
Spins from the deep,

-And. skilled delusion

Sustains his sleep.

When silence hears
In its delight
The tide of tears
In the salt night,.

And stirs, and tenses,
Who knows what themes,
What lunar senses, '
Compel his dreams?

PLATO, DESPAIR!

Plato, despair!

- We prove by norms

How numbers bear
Empiric forms;

+ How random wrong
Will average right,
. If time be long
and error slight.

But in our hearts
Hyperbole

Curves and departs
To infinity.

Error is boundless.
Nor hope nor doubt,
Though both be groundless,
Will average out.
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