View metadata, citation and similar papers at core.ac.uk brought to you by X{'CORE

provided by University of New Mexico

New Mexico Quarterly

Volume 11 | Issue 4 Article 15

1941

While He Is Soiled

Alex R. Schmidt

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmq

Recommended Citation
Schmidt, Alex R.. "While He Is Soiled." New Mexico Quarterly 11,4 (1941). https://digitalrepositoryunm.edu/nmq/vol11/iss4/15

This Contents is brought to you for free and open access by the University of New Mexico Press at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for

inclusion in New Mexico Quarterly by an authorized editor of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact disc@unm.edu.


https://core.ac.uk/display/151605253?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=pdf-decoration-v1
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmq?utm_source=digitalrepository.unm.edu%2Fnmq%2Fvol11%2Fiss4%2F15&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmq/vol11?utm_source=digitalrepository.unm.edu%2Fnmq%2Fvol11%2Fiss4%2F15&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmq/vol11/iss4?utm_source=digitalrepository.unm.edu%2Fnmq%2Fvol11%2Fiss4%2F15&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmq/vol11/iss4/15?utm_source=digitalrepository.unm.edu%2Fnmq%2Fvol11%2Fiss4%2F15&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmq?utm_source=digitalrepository.unm.edu%2Fnmq%2Fvol11%2Fiss4%2F15&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmq/vol11/iss4/15?utm_source=digitalrepository.unm.edu%2Fnmq%2Fvol11%2Fiss4%2F15&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:disc@unm.edu

L

—~ ) : Schmidt: While He s Soiled

482 NEW MEXICO QUARTERLY REVIEW

AND THE GRASS

“Life,” Enrico said, “is only a strength
or a weakness; the wave rising, the wave falling;
and the grass and the trees thus, the cities, the peoples;
the invisible virus thus, and the prayers, and the gods.

“Freedom is the right to obéy Senate not King;
duty is the chance to die today not tomorrow;
kindness is a hilltop where strength turns downward,
justice an idea like two-times-two-is-four. ’
That is why I despise life,” Enrico said,

“and why I despise the chemist gods who made it.

“And that is why I have learned to shoot so straight,
and why I thrill to the killing that I scorn;
and that is why you will have to be strong ‘to beat me—
stronger than grass or locust or madman’s dream,”
Enrico boasted as he marched with the others.

Joun RusserrL MCCARTHY

WHILE HE IS SOILED

| 'T bear his wale and scar, burn with his sore,
I am his kin'in bone and blood and beat,
His fellow’s blows are livid in my core,

I share his burden as when brothers meet.
¥

I look upon him and I think upon
The dispossessed who never learned to sing,
Or love, or play, or shout into the sun,

A dwarfed, misshapen, toil-bent, broken thing.

His soul-ache, heart-ache wound me like a wrong,
That cannot heal and I am scant and lean -

Of beauty, dreams, the true accent of song -
While he is soiled; and I will be unclean,

Until the day when he, too, holds the light,

With a trimmed wick and oil to keep it bright.

- ALEX R. SCHMIDT
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