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INTRODUCTI N

lany works have been written concerning the Santa Fe

trade and the various traders who had a part in carrying 1t
on: but to the writer's knowledme no one has written an ag=-
gount of the part which St. Louls had in this great come
merce. #riters generally state that Santa Fe was the west-
ern end of the trall and Franklin or Independence was the
eastern endes Ste Louls was situated off the highway, as 1t
were; and, although she might have participated 1in the
trade, being off the highway, it 18 usually Judged that her
part in 1t was slight. The writer's opinion is that Ot.

Louis' part 1n the Santa Fe trade was greater than has bzen

zenarally belleved.

Until 1348, gonds imported to the United Otates from
Janta Pe were articles of forelign commeree; but with the
acquisition of the territory at the close of the war botween
‘lexieo and the United States, they became domestic lnportse.
In this papsr, the Santa Fe trade refers to intercourse
between St. Louls and Santa Fe during the first half of the
nineteenth century, when 1t was truly forzlgn exchange.

The study 1s divided into three chapters. The first
chapter traces the growth of 3t. Louls from a tiny village
in 1764 to a thriving clity in 1847, The cause for this

growth was dus to the continuous inerease in her trade which







2
ghe owed largely to geographlcal positione. The sdurce mate=-
rial used is found in histories of St. Louis and Mdissourl
and in The Merchant's Magazine gnd Commercial Revigw, edlted
in the ninetsenth eentury by Freeman Hunt of New Yorks

The second chapter deals with resldents of St. Louls
who took part in the Santa fe trade. It shows that Ste.
Louisans had a part in opening up the tra&e. known as the
Santa Fe Trall; and also that St. Loulsans were engaged.in

the trade after it becane legal in 1821. MHany of the facts

for this chapter were found in the Missourl Republican and
The 3aint Louls leekly Reveille, two Ste Louls newspapers
published in the nlnetcenth century.

The third chapter tells about the goods whilch were
carried in the commerce with Santa Fe. It shows that most
of the goods were bought in the Zast, but they were always
ghipped to St. Louls and then re-shipped to points on the
Jigsouri river. It also shows that the goods were comuonly
pald for with drafts or billls of exchange on St. Louls
firms. These facts were found by exanining Xissourli news-
papers, such a8 iissourl Statesman and The Saint Louls
Jeekly Reyellle; the Pe. Chouteau daffitt Collection of Manu-
seripts; and the Day Books and Letter Books of the Aull
Brothera who had stores located in Lexington, Liberty,

Pranklin, and Independances

By studying the facts obtained from these and other

Y













CHAPTER I
8T. LOUIS

Walter B, Stevens states, “A nman and two treaties

1

made 3t., Louis."™ The man was Plerre Laclede Liguest, a

native of a village in southern France near the Pyrences.

He waa of good family and well educated. In 1755 he went to
Loulsiana and founded a ecomaercial establishament in New Jre
leans, In 1762 the firm of Maxent, Laclede and Company ree
ceived from the Governor-Gdeneral of Louisiana the privilege
of "exelusive trade with the savages of the iissouri and
with all the nations resaiding west of the Uississippl for
the term of eipght yeara.'a Taxent became the [inanclal mane-
amer, while Laclede todk charpe of the work of organlzing
the expedition whieh went up the Misslssippl rivers At Ste.

Jenevlieve Laclede learned that the French possessions sast
of the 1iasissippl had bsen ceded to England. This was the
second treaty. Laclede did not know of the first treaty by

which Louisiana had been given to 3pain.3

1 @
We Be Stevens, Ste Louls Fourth 2ity, 1764-
1909 (St. Louis, Chioa%o: The S« Je Clarke Publishing Cosy
1909), pe 1T7.
2
Ibide., pPe 1%

3 Ope gite







Laclede went on to Fort Chartres. Here he found the
settlers unwllling to submit to SZnglish rule. He left Fort
Chartres, cross2d to the west bank of the Kississippl and
explored the land as far north as the mouth of the Hissourie.
He came back and declded on the site of Ste Louls for the
founding of a new town for the discontented French settlers.
He marked the trees and returned to Fort Chartres determined
to found not a trading post, as the company had planned, but
a sottlemente

fle made a plan of the village, laying out streets and
blocks. In February, 1764, he sent Auguste Chouteau and a
group of plicked men to the site to begln clearing and marke
ing off the village. lle invited settlers and assigned them
lots confirming thelir holdings with written titles. fle and
the settlera arrived in April.

Ste Ange, the commanding officer, with a small cone
pany of men, remalned at Fort Chartres. In oOclober, 1765,
the British took formal poasession of the Illinois country.
Ste Ange came to St. Louls and was made the acting Governor
of the settlements

As W, 8, Jtevens says, "This 1s not the history of a
trading poste The plotting of a town-site, the assigning of

lots to settlers on condition of improvement, the glving of

written tltles - these were departures from what had been







the usual methodse"d

The Indlans, who also hated the English, transferred
to St. Louls a large part of the fur trade which they had
formerly carried on with the Illinols settlementss Jes Thom=
as Scharf says that for this reason, "the village became in
the first year of 1its 1life one of the most important places
in Upper Louisiana."?

On ‘iay 20, 1770, Don Pedro Plernas, the first Spanlsh
governar, baegan the duties »f his office. From then until
tarch 9, 1804, when Charles Dehault Delassus, the last Spane—
ish governor, transferred Upper Loulsiana to the United
States, the settlement at 3t. Louls had a rather tranquil
existence with slow but sure growthe Spanish governaent was
m1lde In faot the people of St,. Louls, in a large acasure,

governed themselves, The governors made few changes and

French customs nrevalleds

In 1764 when Laclede established his little setile= |

1 We Be Stevens, Jt. Louls The Fourth Olty

B
1909, pe 55« St. Louls was of its own class. It began
without the usual military garrison and Indilan contingente.
It had no land-=holding aristocracy and tenantry. It was no
haphazard assembling of sqguatters about a central point. It
started with a clte mappeds To every famlly which came t0
settle was glven a lot and the title was confirmed in write
1."1[-",. _IM.. De SS.

e Je Thomas Ocharf, listory of Salnt Louls ity gﬂ%
‘\33 ’ pt O.

County (Philadslphia: Louls e Everta and Co., 1







7
ment the population was 120, Twenty years later it had ine

ereased to 897:1 while fifteen years later, according to the
consus taken in 1799 by Governor Delassus, it had 1lncreased
to only 925.2 It would scem then that the settlement was
standing still, that it was not really growinge However, W,
Be Stevens says,

But the settlement had grown, it had rooted deeply
and broadly. The view that St, Louis had waxed slowly
between 1764 and 1804 was superficlal. It falled to
note and measure & development which meant more than the
gensus, Lvery year saw the radius of the St. Louis
sphere of influence lengthen. Up the Missourl crept a
line of outposts tributary to St. Louls, each far more
iaportant to the settlement than hundreds added to the
gopulations. The traders established and cultivated

ower Missouri intimately. Ste. Louls was to become the
pateway of the stream of migration, the starting point
for the expeditiona. The four decades rom Laclede to
Jtoddard were 8o many years of efficlent, important
preparation for what was to follow.)

Indeed, 1t would seem that the St. Loulsans as early
as 1804 were looking toward the southwest, for W, B, Stevens
quotes a communication, marked private, which Governor De-

lassus wrote in August, 1804, to Senor Marquis de Casa Calvo

- — —

L 1 pean Lange, "The History of St. Louis." 2¥DLLQ
3 ggeggnggss Published by the Department of Instructe
on, St. Louils Publie Schools, Nov. 20, 1930).

,"’p{'ggem Scharf, History of Saint Louls CAty and

: p? s Ue Stevens, 3ts Louls The Fourth Sity, 1764=







at 'lew Orleans. In thias communication the governor says
that the peodnle of 5t. Louls are c¢ollecting goods which he

belleves they intend to take to> the frontler of ‘lexico; and

he oredicts that if something is not done to stop it, "“the

traders will come to St. Louls with the sllver of the llexi-
can mines in great quantltlea."l
fthy was St. Louls to become "the gateway of the

strean of migration, the starting point for the expedi-
tiona"? To anaswer this question we need only look at her
zeographlic situations 5te Louls 18 located on the iMissis-
8lopl river just south of the mouth of the ¥issouril river.
Floyd Ce Shoemaker says of the importance of the dissourl

river:

By following the Missourl river and ite tributaries,
whaether by water or land, the 'iissouri explorer, trader,
ar trapper came within a few mlles of other rivers. If
he followed the "Ylssouri river up-stream, he approached
e¢looe to the Zolumbia. If he followed the Yellowstone,
he could easily reach the Snake. If he followed the
Platte, he sron found the Oreen and the Grand, which
form the Solorado, and the Arkansase The Arkansas was
¢lose t> the Rio Grande. In short, the iissouri river
was the path to &he Teat, and lssourl becans the Gate=
way to the Westa

Ste Louls was really the gateway, for she became the

ol 2688. Stevens, St. Louls The Fourth City, 1764-
12522, He -

2 Floyd C. :hoenakor, A History of Missourl and ”;g-
89 s (Columbia, Yoe.: The Walter Ridgway Publishing COes
1922), p. 12,
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mother city to the other important settlements in llssouri,
including Kansas City and St. Jr)seph.1
5te Louls was founded in the pursult of the fur

trade, therefore the majority of the early inhabltants were
hunters and boatmen.a It 1s said that in 1764 this trade
was worth §75,000 a year.3 3te Louls, from the time of set=
tlement, was a center »f distrlibutive commerce. In 1305, a
year after the American occupancy, Antolne Soulard, surveyor
of Upper Loulsiana, gave the Cirst review of trade and com-
merce of 5te. Louis. 1His report showed that the year's trade
anounted to §77,971; the items of trade belng skins, hides,
tallow and fat, and bear's g,reaee.4 In 1811, the annual im-
norts at St. Louls were valued at $250,000; while in 13820

thoir value had ineresanad to more than 52.000.000.5

! 7. Thomag Seharf, listory of St. Louls Jity and
Zounty, pe 41l. "A branch of the Chouteaus started Kansas
71ty with '“houteau's Landing'e Robidoux, another St.
Loulsan, established a post which became 5t. Josephe Jne of
tha ‘lenards founded Galvestone A full score of wastern
citles owed thelr begiining to St. Loulsans,”

2 _
Ibid., pe 217,

3 e Be Stevens, St. Louls The Fourth City, 1764-
1909, pe 163,
4

Ibid., pe. 651

® j. Thomas Scharf, lilstory of St. Louls City and
C‘unt!. Pe 11240
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The Zebulon M, Pike, arriving in the eity's harbor in

1817, was the flrst steamboat t) reach St. Lauia.l e Ba
Stevens says,

When the first steamboat arrived at 3t. Louls the
gommerce of the lssiassippl was carried on with twenty
barzes of 100 tonas and 160 keel and flat boats of thirty
tns. In 1834 there were 230 steamboats on the ilssise-
giopl and its tributaries, 235 in 1840; two years later,
450; the next year 672, in 1846, the nuaber of steam-
boats was 1190. The steaaboat arrivals at St. Louls 1n
1839 were 1,474+ The nu:bereincreaaed to 1,721 the year
following: to 2,105 in 1844,

In 1745, the harbor master reported that the city's
trade was carried on by 213 steamboats with an aggregate
tonnare of 42,922 tona.3 By 1843, the number of steamboats
hed inereased to 3,468 while the sggregate tonnage was
639,213 t.fma.4

Je Thomas Scharf glves a descrintion »f Ot. Louls in
1337 In regard to,transportation, he says,

Transportation was chiefly conflined to steamboats,

but ocecasionally a long line of wagons, commonly called
"srairie schooners", could be sean on daln and the

" Ve Be Stevens, Ot. Louls The Fouprth Zity, 1764=
1209, Pe 33

2 Ibide, pe 347

3 Je Thomas Scharf, History of St. Louls Clty and
Zounty, p. 1126,

- Ibld«, p. 1127,
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Levee, loading.up for te great interlor several hundred

miles dlstant.t
Probably some of these wagons had cozme from the east

gide of the Misslassippi. How dld they get across the river?
In the early days, there had been a ferry between the ils-
sourl and the Illinois shores, starting from a point below
Ste Louls; but in 1797 Captain James 5. Plgzott obtained
neraission from the Spanish governor, Trudeau, to establish
and operate a ferry between Cahokia and 5t. Iouis. This
ferry was the only one until 1805, when John Campbell, who
had been operating the Plggott ferry, mot a license to run a
ferry in his own name. After that, soveral people began to
angage in the ferry business until, by 1817, the city re-
quired two ferry 1and1ngs.2 The next year. Samuel Wiggina
cane to 3t. Louls. 'e bought sevaral of the ferrics and
conanlidated t e ferry business. !le lmproved the service

and added a steam ferry. W. B. Stevens says of his ferry,

1 ;. ™onas Scharf, History f St. Louls City and
q’)gnh!, Pe 199.

< e Ba Stevens, St. Louis The Fourth City, -
1909, pe 337=338. Two kinds of boats were used. The slow
aoving flat bottoned cralft without covering was eaployed to
convey horses and wagonss A keel boat with [four oars made
quicker passages for people afoot. Ferry transportation in
Ste Louls becanme progressive when John Day fixed up a hoat
with a stern "heel which was turned by a horse in a tread-
mill. A8 the patient animal g¢limbed, the padidle whesl went
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"The Wiggins FPerry" became an institutlon of the
citye It met public needas. If the ferry had not been
85 well conducted, 5t. Lonis would not have walted until
1774 for the first bridges
The great increase of the city's trade was reflected
in the growth in population. From less than 1,000 in 1804
the populstion inereassd to 4,123 in 1820; in 1830 it was
6,694, and in 1840 it had inoreased to 16,469, a decennial
ingrease of 146 per cent.2 Jease Chickering, in an article
in "Hunt's Yagazine" for iMay, 1844, gave as the chlef causes
for this great increase in population, the influences of

manufactures and oommarco.3 The population of Ste Louls

round aﬁﬁ'the'ferry churned its way secrosa the Misslsslppl.
In those days, when rivalry did not lead to cut rates, the
tolls for ferriage were twenty-five cents for a human belng;
f1fty e=onts a head for cattle and horses; {ifty cents for a
wagon or other vehicle:; twelve and one-half cents a hundred
for lumber or other heavy freighte Ibide, Pe 338.

1 &
T . Otevens, 3%. Louls Ine Fourth Sity, 1764
1909, p. 333. The firat bridge across the Uilssissippl at
S5te. Louis was completed and opened to public travel on the
23rd of Yay, 1874« It is called Eads Bridge, 1ln honor of

Captain Tames B, Tads, who was the chlefl englineer durlng the
soven years reguired in its buildinge. J. Thomas Scharf,

ilistory of Ste Louls City and Zounty, ppe 1075-1079

2 reorge Tucker, "Progress of Population and Vealth
in the United States, in Fifty Years," The Jderchants daga=-
zine and Jomgercial Revisw (New York; Freeman Hunt, editor
and propriletor. Iissouri Historical Soclety, Ste. Louls,
Dey June 1843), pe 506,

3 Jesse Chickering, "Increase >f the Thirty-Six Prine
¢ipal 01ities and Towns in the United 3tates." The derchants

dagazine and Coumerclal Raview, May, 1344,
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continued to growes In 1848 1t had reached 45,000 Je We
Jeott, writing for "Hunt's idagazine," makes this statement,
"In the aggregate sur interior cities, depending for thelr
growth on internal trade and home manufacture, increase
three times as fast as the exterlor cities, which carry on
nearly all the foreisn commerce of the country, and monopole
1ze the home commerce of the Atlantic coaste"t
But in the early‘daya of Ste Louils, her comﬁeroe was
distributive and not productive. Indeed, she dld not pro-
duce enoupgh grain to supply her own bresad, so that she was
dorisively called "Pain Court" by the nelghboring settle-
ments.2 However, by 1820, the cultivation of hemp (and of
tobaccoa) had basen started; red and white lead was belng man=
uructﬁred: flour mills had besen started; and there were two
copper and tin ahopc.3 In June, 1843 "Hunt's Magazine" pub-
lished an article giving statistics about Hissouri's ree
gources. According to these statistics, the two manuface
turses of bale rope and bagging in the state were in St.

Louls: the tobacco and hemp erop for 1841 was about 9,000

1 Je We Scobt,; 58Qe, "commercial Cities and Towns of

the United States," Th .Laz%gam dagazine and Cogamerclal
Review, Jetober, 1843, p. 385

SR zpd‘ggp?omas Seharf, [iistopy of St. Louls City and
s n » - -

3 T« Thomas Scharf, 2pe cit.







hzdse, of which 3,5000 passed St. Louis; of the 249,302

bushels of coal produced, 233,000 bushels were produced In
Ste Loula.l This same report states that many items were
omitted, such as furniture in which large capital is employ-
ed in 5t. Louls. Naturally an increase in products would
mean an increase in trade at St. Louls. The artlcle states
that in 1841, the imports and exports at St. Louls exceeded
330,000.000.2 In one iaek more than 9,000 barreis of flour
were shipped souths.? 3t. Louls no longer depended upon her
nelshbors for bread:; she was now exporting it rather than
importing 1t.

Did thia great inerease in manufacturing and commerce
affect the fur trade and were any of these goods exported to
or imported from Santa Fe? Certainly it would affect the j
fur trade, for St. Louls gserved as a place where traders not
only brought thelr fura, skins, etc., but also a place where
they could obtain supplies. According to the article men=
tisned above, of the £373,121 worth of skins and furs obe

tained in Zissouri, #306,300 worth were obtained by the fur

1 Ce Ce Whittelsey, "Missouri and Its Resources,"
Hung's M ine, June, 1853. pPpe 537-538.

2 Mo, De 543
3 Ibid., ps Shi.






traders of St. L)uis.l In "Hunt's Magazine"™ for August,

1843, in an article dealing with the commerce of St. Louls,
1z found this statement:

Besides, an extensive trade 1s carried on bstween
that eity (St. Louls) and Santa Fe, and the state of lew
‘exico, annually amounting in value to the sua of four
hundred thousand dollara. These goods are >ften pure-
chased here and transported by boats to Independence,
upon the "issouri, and thence are carried in wagons

across the countrys This trade gnploys from one hundred
to one hundred and fifty wagonse. :

Josiah Gregg, in his "Coanerce of the Prairies,"
gives yenreby-yoar statistics about the Santa Fe trade from
1822 until 1843, lle says that in 1843 the amount of mer=-
chandisa carried was {450,000 and there ware 230 wagons and
350 mens> If the fipures of these two men are true, then in
1343 St. Louls carried eighteninths of the Janta Fe trade.

In 1347 1t was being written of 5t. Louls that she

#a8 "the emoress city of the Teot."* 3he haa grown from a

tiny village of fur traders to a great city through which

* Ce Co "hittelsey, "dissourl and Ita Resourcas,"”
Hunt's lMagazine, 'une 1343, p. 533
2

James !, Lanman, "Jommerce of the Yississippi,”
Ibigc. t'suﬂ,uBt, 1’(}43’ p. 159.

3 Josiah Gregs, "Commerce of the Prairies," ibid.,
Decanher, 1844, pe. 510,

% w3t. Louls, The Fur Traders' Post," Ibid., Februa-
ry, 1247, p. 218,













CHAPTTR IX

3T« LOUISANS ERGAGED IN TiIT SANTA FE TRADE

¥illiam Becknell is usually considered the "father of
the Santa Fe trade." It would sasem, then, that the hiatory
5f the BSanta Fe trade should begin with Becknell's expedi-
tion of 1%21. 1In this year idexico won her indepondence from
Jpain, and the Spanish restrictions on comaerclal activity
7ith forelgn countries were removed. Legal comaerce, there-
fore, bepgan then between lew Yexlco and the Unlted 3States;
and this intercourse was carried on over the trace, known as
the Santa Fe Tralle The Trall, however, was 1in existence
long before this legalized commercial interc urse begane
[ta origin probably began wilth the Opanlish explorers of the
3ixteenth gentury. Coronado aade a round trip between the
rieinity of Senta Fe and eastern Xansas, #ith him was a
*ranciscan missionary, Fray Juan de Padllla, who in 1542,
aturned to the Zulvira country where he dled a ﬂartyr.l
‘n the saventesenth eentury, thls region was traversed by
11asionaries, prospsctors, and Indian traders. Therefore,
yy the opening of the eilghteenth century, 1t was no longer a

tystery to the Spaniards,

3 Le Bs Bloom and Thos. Ce Donnelly, ligw Hexico fist-

iy and Civies (Albuquerque, Ne d.: The University of lew
iexico Press, 1933), Pe 33«







Durdng the latter part of the elghteenth century,

Jovernor Concha of Santa Fe sent the Frenchman, Pedro Vial,
on an expedition to Ste Louise Vial was instructed to kesep
a diary, and the record he kept is the first "Santa Fe
Trail" dlary. Ae. B. Hulbert in his book, "Southwest on the
Turquoise Trail," prints a translation of Vial's dlary and
also a tranalation of Governor Concha's letter to Zenon Tru-
deau, Zommandant at Ste. Loulses According to this letter,
the purpose of thils expedltion was to open direct communica=
tion between Santa Fe and 5t. Loula.l In his diary Vial
states that on May 21, 1792, he left Santa Fe and went to
the village of Pecos; from there he went east to the Pecos
river and then northeast to the Colorado; from here he tra=
veled in an eastenorthesast direction which led hia across
the Cimerron, the Arkansas and finally to the Kansas river,
2

down which he went to the “issouri and thence to Ste Louils.

flulbert says,

Tith the passing of "Loulslana" into Amerlcan pos=-
sasslon by the famous Purchase the reason for the cone-
naction established by Vial a decade before ceased to
ekxists But the furs in those "dexican mountains" re-
nained = as well as any liking on the Uilssissippl for
the Spanish milled dollars or "pleces of eight" which

1 1 ;
A« Be Hulbert, S w7 on gng ¢ M
(2 ve Colorado Springs: %ﬁe Stewart Comamnlsaion o% Colorado

College. Denver: The Denver Public Library, 1933), p. 45.
2 1bid., pp. 43-54,
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may have come into existence where real mongy far sure
pagsed in interest any ploneer papsr monaye

And so, by the eightsenth century, the French also
knew something of the Trall. However, F. W. Hodge In an are
ticle entitled "French Intrusions Toward lNew Mexico in
1695," gives a translation of an original manuscript of that
year, which is a record, made by Governor Ds Diego de Vare
gas, of a statement by some Apache Indlans that certaln
white men were coming into the Julvira country. Governor de
Vargas suspected that these white men were F‘renchmen.2
Therafore, it is probable that the French had come into the
land of the Quiviras as early as the latter part of the seve
anteonth gentury. In the eighteenth century they made very
definlte attempts to resch New iaxico. In 1718-19 La Harpe
ascendad the Red river and crossed over to the Janadlan;
whila De Tisne reached the Jumano villages on the Arkansas;
and in 1723 Bourgmont erected a post among the Missourl
trive to protect the fur traders there and to serve as a

base for commerce with New ‘!exieo.3 In 1739 the Hdallet

1 Aes B, Hulbert, Southwest on the Turquolss Trall,
Phe 54=55,
E Fe We Hodge, "French Intrusisns Toward New dexico

in 1695," llew Mexico Historical Reylgew, v. IV, 1929, lo. 1,
PPe T2=T64

3 Herbert 2. Bolton, "“French Intrusions Into New Mex-

1con, 1749-1752," The Pacific Ogean In History (il. Horse
Stephens and llerbert E. Bolton, editors, lisw York: The iac
millan CoOe, 1917)0 PPe 399=390,
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brothers with oix companions went up the "Tissourl river to
the Arikara villages; turned south to the Platte river,
which they ascended and made thelr way through the Comanche
eountry to Taos and to Santa Fe. After remailning several
months, they returned, three of the party poing by way of
the Pawnee villapges and the rest golng down the Arkansas and
the Yissiassippl to New )rleans.l
Later, other Frenchaen, hearing of the succeas of the
Yallet brothers, decided to make axpeditionss In 1749 Lleu=-
tenant Bernardo de Bustamante attended the Taos fair. On
his return to Santa Fe, he brought with him three Frenchmen
whon the Jomanche had conducted to the failr. They were
Louls Febre, Pedro Satren and Joseph iiguel Riballo. In the
govarnor's report to the viceroy he said that the =men were
working, two of tham as carpenters, and Febre as tailor,
barbar and bloodletter. They were permitted to remaln in
Janta Fe.> Louls Feullli and Jean Chaupls were not 80
lucky. In 1752 they were given a French ligense to explore

a route to New Hexico and open up trades Thelr gooda were

1 Hiram Martin Chittenden, The Aagrican F T
the ?leﬂggg (3 vo New York: Francis < Harper, 1902), ve
2, Ds 309, |

2 flerbert E. Bolton, "French Intrusions Into New Mex=-
lco, 1T749-1752," The Ragific Josan In Hlstory, ppe 394-395.
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confiscated in Santa Fe and they were sent first to Chihuae

hua and then to Yexico Clty where tho officlals flnally de=-

cided to send them to 3961“.1
In the early part of the nineteenth century, certain

American forerunners of the trade appeared. It is possible

that the American intsrest began with the acqulsition of the

Loulsiana Purchases Three barriers stood in the way of

intereurse between them and Santa Fe: the hostile Indlans

>f the plains zountry: the plains country itself which was

arld and difficult to> croes; and the trade restrictions of

the Spanish movernuent. Having acquired the territory, the

United States set about to explore it with the purpose of

finding out about the land and of making friends with the

Indians there. This work naturally brought theam in contact

with the Spanish of the Northern Provinces, and the desire J

to trade with them caused the Americana to try to break tihe |

third barrier. Certaln trappers and fur-traders had gone

into Spanish territory. In 1804 Baptiste La Lande was sent

by 7illiam “orrison, a merchant of Kaskaskla, with a atoek

of gHrods to lew lexicoe La Lande sold tha goags and then

used the money to establish himself in SCanta E‘e.2 The next

1 Herbert ©. Bolton, "French Intrusions Into llew ilex-

ico, 1749-1752," The Pagific Jesan In History, ppe 401=402.

= Hubart fHowe Bancroft, Az;;gng and lew _exlco, -
1338 (3an Francisco: The flistory Company Publishers, 1538),
Pe 291e
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year, James Purcell, a native of Kentucky, laft 5t. Louls on
a trading expedition. 1lis horsss were stolen by the Indians
and the gontents of his canoe were spilled in the river.
Later he traded with the Comanches and was sent by them to
Santa e to obtaln permission for them to come 1in and trades
ile remained in Santa Fe for many years pursuing his trade as
a carpenter.l
The first authorized eipedition for the puipaso of
exploring the country was that of Zebulon Plkees In 1806
Pike was sent out by the Unlited States government. Ile kept
a dlary of his expedition which was edlited in 13895 by
T1110tt Zoues? and in 1932 by Archer Butler Hulberte~ Gen=
aral Wilkinson's instructions to Pike were to explore the
head waters of the Arkansas and the Red rivers, and then to

descend the latter to ﬂatchitoohes.“ Pike, however, ascaend-

1 Hiram Martin Chittenden, The American Fur Trade of
the Far .m PPs 492=493..

2 m11ott Goues. Ihe ons of Zebulon M. 21ke

(New York: Francis P. narpnr. 18

3 Ay B Hulbert, "Zsbulon Pike's Arkansas Journal,"
Jverland Lo the Pacific, ve I+ (Stephen Harding llart and
Archer Putler Hulbert, edlitors, The 3tewart Commission of
Joloradn Jollege ahd the Denver Public Library, 1932).

A+ Bs Hulbart, "Pike's Tour of New Spain." Southe

®est oo the Turquolse Iralle Chapter VIIe

4 A. B. Hulbsrt, “Zebulon Pike's Arkansas Journal,"

2verland Lo the Pacifig, Ve I« PDs 2-4.
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ed the Arkansas to 1ta source and then turned southward into

the valley of the Rio Grande. lle was now in 3panish terri=-
tory and was taken by the Spaniards to the governor at Santa
Fee Tovernor Alencastsr sent him under =millitary escort
through Texas to Chihuahua. Plke claimed that he did not
knsyw that he was in Spanish territory, and that in looking
for the Red river he got into the Rio Grande valleye. Coues
believed that Plke really did know that he was on the Rlo
arande and not on the Red river; that he purposely made the
nistake, 8o that he would be taken to Santa Fe.l Hulbert
does not agree with ZJoues and forcefully denles that Plke
knew hs was on the Red river and not the Rio Orandes.” Be

1‘(So\mts prints a letter written b{ Pike from the Vile-
lage De Charette, to Wilkinson., In the letter ’lke says,
esesahould I encounter a party from the village near Santa
Fe, I have thought 1t would bs gosd poliey to Jiin our
troops near Nachitoches, but had been uncertain about the
headwataprs of the rivers over which we passed; but that now,
1f the commnandant approved of it, we would pay hiam a visit
of politenesa, either by deputation, or the whole party, but
1f he refused signify our intentlon of pursuing oSur direct
route to the post below; but if not I flatter myself secure
us an unnolested retreat to lachitoches.

Goues thinks that this letter is a "dsad glvse anay"
since Pike at the cutset »f his expedition is talking of go=-
inz 4o liew Mexico and of deceiving the Spaniards whom he ex-
jeets to meete Elliott Joues, The Expeditions of Zebulon M.
Pike, pes 568 £f,

* In an annotation discussing whether or not Plke
knew that he was on the Rio Grande, Hulbert says, <.¢In the
prasent situation such editors have doemed that he knew he
was not on Red River; and, if he bepulled himself into
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that as it may, Pike did get to Santa Fe, and the interest-
ing part for history is that he kept a journal, which "gave
to the American peaple thelr first gliapse (from the pen >f
a fellow countryman) of the long, curling Turquoise Trall
down the Rio Orande into Old Hexicoe"t

Howaver, the early attempts made to trade in Santa Fe
were not successful. In 1812 three men, Robert Meiknight,
James Balrd, and Samuel Chambers, believing that lildalgo's
revolutlion had removed the old restrictions on trade, led a
party of men to Banta Fes Thelr goods were confiscated and
they were sent to Chihuahua where thay were kept in prison
2

for nine years.

Between 1315 and 18917, Aupguste P. Chouteau and ullus

thinking he was, he knew that, in crossing it, he placed
hinself on foreign soll., As though a party as desperately
circunstanced as was Plke's, living in amidewinter from hand
to mouth, with comrades on the trall behind thea with [rozen
fzet, would be expected to stand on coremon¥ baefore moving
to the nearest wood in sight t> builld fires: Do such =2dlit-
yrs think he should have stood >n a timberless shore and
slapped his arms againat his body to keep warm?

A. B. Hulbart. "/ebulan Pike's Arkanaas Journal."

1 A. Ba liulbert, 3outhwest on the Turquoige Zrall, Pe
’Ol. Hulbert d)es not state why he calls this traill the

urqu;lae Trail," but it is probably becauses it led to the
region of the turquoise minesa

“ Hubert liowe Bancroft, Arizona and New dexlco, 1530=

1833, ppe. 297-298.







DeViunn of St. Louls had some very unpleasant experlsnces

with the Spanish authorities. They had formed a partnerahip
for the purpose of trading on the upper Arkansas. In 1815
Delfunn went to Santa Fe to ask permission of the governor to
trap on the headwaters of the Rio Grandees The governor did
not have the authority to grant the permission, butl he prom-
ised to recommend 1t to his government. In 1816 Dellunn
agaln started to Santa Fe: but before reaching the city he
was inforaed that there had been a change [ governors. le
was not allowed to enter Santa Fe and was ordsred to wlthe
draw from the Spanish dominions. However, he made another
trip to Taos, and this time he was escorted back to the Ar=
kansas river by a troop of armed mene In ¥ay, 1817, some
Spanish troops came upon them at the headwaters of the Ar-
kansas and Platte rivers. They were escorted t., Danta Fe
and their furs and property were conflscated. After belng
kent in prison a few days, they were relesased and ordered to
leave the Spanish d:ﬁinians.l
At this tine, the Spaniards had cause to fear that
the Americans micht be interested in the cause of lexlcan

independence in order that the third barrier to trade with

1 Hiram dartin Chittenden, The Amepican Fur Trade of
the Far Zest, De 497 £l
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ew 'lexico might be brokene. In 1929 Alfred B. Thomas pube
| lished a paper entitled, "An Anonymous Description of lew
‘exlco, 1918."1 It is a translation of a manuseript Found
in the archives ol Mexicoe. The amaanuscript is written in
| Prench and ia not signede It 18 probably the notes of some
, unknown traveler whom the Spanlards capturede Thomas bee-
lievea that the writer of these llotes was a mllitary observe
ar, possibly one of lapoleon's ngents.a The title, ™iotes
Concerning the Provinces of lNew ilexlco Collected on My lis-
slon To The West," would seem to show that he had been sent
on a apecific misslon. The unknown traveler made the fol=
lowing comments about trade:
The iron which 15 used in the country comes from
Chihuahua but I have not been able to learn where that
town acquires it. It comes at a price so exorbitant

that Af the commerce were open, it could be pro%ured
from 5ts Louls on the Wlasissippl more cheaplye

The communication of St. Louis with New Mexico would
be very easy as far as the !luerfano. The country offers
nothing, as I have sald, but immense high prairies or
paerfectly joined plalins, where no difficulty would be
encountered in muking a way for carriages or artillery,
excapt at the passages >f the rivers, which, beling al-
most alwayvs crosssd towards thelr sources, wimld not
presant, by leaving St. Louils at a good scason, that is

1 Alfred Be Thomas, "An Anonymous Description of New
lexico, 1813," Soyths Ulstorical Juapterly, v« 33,
"uly' 1929’ p{). 30. -

2

-y p. 72.

EE

>

-y p. 59.
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to say, about the end of April, any other difficultles
than that of cutting d)"? the banks and making a road to
descend into thelr bedse.

I conslder New Hexico, in 1ts present position, as
one of the most vulnerable points of the Provinelas Ine
ternas, and because of the facility of communicatiosn by
land with the United States, because »f the ease of for=
tifying and malntaining it, as one of the most advantae
gaous for the ;nsurgents, if they succeed in taking pos=
gagsion of 1t~

Thomas says, "The time during which the author of the

otes was in New ‘lexico appears to haye bsen aither in the

spring of 1317 or between July, 1817, and June, 1¥18," It

wag in the spring of 1717 that Chouteau and DeMunn were ¢s=
corted to Santa Fe by Spanlsh troopse If the Spanish offil=-
cials had encountered other travelers, it 1s not surprising
that they waere susplcious of the traderse

In 1821, %illiam Necknsll was trading in the reglon

>f the Canadian and Red rivers, lie wns met by a troop of
Hexlcans who urged him to go to Santa Fes He and hls party
wore kindly racelved and they found trading there very prof=
itables Becknell returned to Missouri with the good news
that the people in Santa Fe were wlilling to trade with Amer=

icans and that the latter did not need to fear imprisonment

i Alfred B, Thomas, "An Anonymous Deseription of New

lexico, 1818," Southwestern Historigal Juarterly, p. 65.
Ibld., pe G66s

2
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now. Mexlieo had won her independence from Spain and the old
trade restrictions were no longer in forces On this expedle
tion Becknell kept a journal, which was later puplished in

the "Missouri Intelligencar."l

Ae Be Hulbert has published
this journal in his book, "Southwest on the Turquolse
Prail."2 In this journal, Backnell sald, "An excellent road
may be made from Fort Jsage to Santa Fe. Pew places would
require much labor to make them passable; and a road might
be lald out as not to run more than thirty ailes over the
sountaing >

Becknell was to prove that an excellent road could be
mades The next year he headed an axpedition of twenty-one
mens They had with them thres wagons which they were able
to met to Santa Pe. liowever, they did not go over Raton

Pass as they had done the yasar before, but they left the Ar-

kansas river at "The Caches", about five miles west of Dodge
City: turning south across the desert toward the Clmarron;
erossed from the Clmarron to the Canadlan and went on
through San Yimuel and Pecos and entered Santa Fe from the

souths Mrom now on, caravans began to move across the

R :
-;gsgngxllnéglglgggggg. April 22, 1823, iissourl
Historic Soclety, S5te Louls.

" :oA. B. flulbert, Jouthwest on the Turguoise Trail,
PPe H50=68,

g Ibid., p. 68,
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plains following this route taken by Becknelle And so,
while Becknell did not find the Santa Fe Trail, he did open
it for trade:; and therefore,; he deserves the title of
"Father of the Santa Fe Trail,"

While Becknell was in Santa Fe in 1821, there were
other traders and trappers in llew llexicoe Thomas James and
Hugh Glenn had also come into Santa Fee In this year slso,
John UeKnight, brother of Robert cKnight, of thé MeKnight,
Baird and Chaabers expedition of 1812, went to 'lexleco in
gearch of his brother. He was successful in his search and
the two brothers and James Balrd returned to Janta Fe and
Taose In the latter place, they met Hugh 3lenn, joined his
party and returned with him to Ste. Loulsol

On September 3, 1822, the "iissouri Intelligencer"

announced that about fifty persons, prineipally from Ste

Louls, were on thelr way to Santa Fe. This same lssue also
stated that Mr. Immell, of the Missourl Mur Company, had re-
ported that Colonel Cooper's company which was returning
from Santa e, had been robbed and left in a starving condi-
tlon.a An article in a later issue, announced the arrival

from Santa Fe, of the greater part of the company under the

1 yiram “artin Chittenden, The Azerican Fur Irade of
the Far f#gat, Dpe 500-501.

2 dissourl Intellisenger, September 3, 1822, Univer-

sity of ¥lasouri Library,‘Columbia, Mo
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superintendence of Colonel Cooper. The paper stated that
they had sustalned some looses, but had received no serious
injuries from the Indians.l

Reports of expeditions of Becknell, Cooper, and

others interested Thomas Hart Benton, senator from Zissouri.
He declded to get informatlon about the trade and the trall,
for the benefit of a Senate Committeec. Augustus Storrs, who
had conducted an expedition to Santa Fe in the summer 6:
1824, answered a questionnalre for this committoo.a In an=
swer to the question, "What protection, or facilities, can
the United States grant, to promote the successful prosecu=-
tion of this commerce in time to come?", Storrs said,

A road traced out from some polnt near Fort Jsage, to
the Arkansas would be beneficial. It should be marked
with mounds of earth, at prgper distances, 5o as to be
pursued without dAifficulty.

Richard Graham, Indlan agent to the DJsage and Dela=

ware tribes, was also questioned by the committee. He sald,

"The assent of the different Indlan tribes, through whose

eountry our traders pass, would I think, facilitate the

X dissoupl Intellimencer, October 8, 1822, Univer-
sity of Missourl Library, Columbila, o,

i 2 A. B. Hulbert, Southwest on the Turquolse Irails PP
-9.

2 Senate Commlittee Report, 18 Cong. 2 Seas.; R
of Debates in Co s Second Sesalon of the Eighteenth Cone
Eres8e Ve is De ™
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on January 1lth, 1825, Senator Benton introduced a

trode "t

bill in Congresa authorizing the president of the United
Statesa to cause a road to be marked between western 'issourli
and Yew '-.!exi.co.2 Congress passed the blll. The law was put
into effect by the appolintment of B, He Resves, Gs Ces 51ib=
ley, and Thomas “ather, as a comauission to make treatles
with the Indians and to survey a trall.

Treaties were made with the Creat and Little Jsage
and with the Kansas tribess The mesting with the Indlans
was held in a hickory grove on the leosho river in the pres-
ent Morris Jounty, Kansase. After the council was held, Sib-
ley ordered the name "Couneil G?owe* carved on a white oek
tree outside the Councll Tent, The place has been called
Counell Orove singce that tlmo.’ The Indians agreed to allow
the tradera to paas through thelr lands and the gavernaent
agreed to pay the Indians five hundred dollars. The commis=
sloners wrote to A. Pe Chouteau of St. Louls asking him to
pay the chlefs five hundred dollars in powder, lead, knives
and other articles; and to present the certificate of the
United States agent for the Jsages that he had pald them to-

zether with the letter from the coamissioners, to Tracey and

1

A. Be Hulbert, Southwest on the Tupquolss Trail, pe
1004

e Senate Comaitte Report, 18 Cong. 2 Denss.; Reglster

of Debates in Conzress, ve I. De 341,
3 Re Be Mulbert, Jpe gite, P 112.







32

fahrendorf of 5t. Louls, who would pay hlm.1

And 80, the
Indians were pald through Ste Louls firms and with 3t. Louls
g20d8 .,

The commlissloners spent the following two years sure
veying the trall from Fort Jsage to Taos, They followed the
Cinarron route from the erossing of the Arkanscas westwarde.
The traders, however, usually preferred the route through
Raton, and that became in later years the maln traveled
pathway.a Sibley obtained the supplies for this surveylng
trip in S5t. Louiss On May 15, 1325, he wrote a letter to B,
le Reeves, telling him that he had ordered to be nade in Ste
Louls six wagona, whiech would be rasady by the 12th of .Iune.3
)n June 23rd, 1825, he writes caying:

At 3 P, il yesterday, I started from here (St, Louis)
my odrincipal outfit; consisting of seven strong light
wagmns « 2 of them drawn by 4 horses each, and 5 by 2
horses - each in charge > a gorod driver. These wagons
are pretty heavily laden, they carry the working tools -
goods and for Ind. Treatles - Supply of Rice, Flour,

Grogeries, Coarse Clothing etec. for use of thg party,
and the private bapgage of the commissloners.

? Leonard u5S, Santa Fe Trall. No. 4 August 10, 1325,.
Univeraity of iissourd Library, Columbia, Mo,

2 A: By ‘lulbert, Southwest on the Turguoise Trall, P
107.

3 Leonard ¥M53. 0ps glte., Yoo 6 X 3aint Louis, Hday 15,
1825,

4 31blay Manuscripts. S, 2 ve III, Missourl Histor-

lcal Soclety, 5t. Louis,
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Re Le Duffus states: "The Santa e trade was oHn one

side the offspring of the fur trade, and the fur trade at
the beglinning of the secoind gquarter »f the nineteenth centue
ry centered in St. Louls, Ilence 1t was from that city, or
near by, that the first American explorers and trappers, as
well as those French men who made 8o desperate an effort to

break into New Yexico, naturally sst out.."1

He Ye Chitten=-
den says, "Most of the American traders started from Ste.
Louls or PFranklin, while they frequently went beyond Santa
Fe to Chihuahua or other towns."2

Joalah fGregs sald: "Peaple who reside at a distance,
and especlally at the lorth, have generally conasidered St.
Louls as the emporium of the Santa e Trade; but that ecity,
in truth, has never been a place of rendezvous, nor even of
soutflt, exeept for a small portion of the traders who have
started from its immedlate vicinity. The town of Franklin
on the “issourl rlver, over a hundred and fifty miles fare

ther to the westward, seaems truly to have been the cradle of

our trade; and, in conjunction with several nelghboring

1 Res Les Duffus, Ih%..%?&ﬂ Irail (London, New York:
Longmans, fOresen and Co. 2 . 100.

2 yiran Martin Chittenden, Ihe American Fur ITrade of
the Far Nest, pe 530.
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towvns, continued for many years to furnish the greater num-
ber of these adventurous traders."t

It scems that Joslah Gregg did not consider the early
explorsrs and trappers as part of the Santa Fe Trade. They
were merely the forerunners of the trade, which really began
as a legal business in 1821 with Becknell's expeditlon.
Becknell's starting point was Arrow Rock, near franklin,
issouri. This town was bullt on an alluvial plaln; the
river undarained 1t and in 1829 it collapsed and slid into
the water. The caravans then bagan to use Independence,
issourl, as the starting points In a few yecars the steame
boat landing here washed away, and the starting polnt was
moved to Westport, at the present time a suburb of Kansas
City.

It was not from these towns, however, that the organ-
1zed caravan started. They were merely the places where the
traders bought thelr supplies and thelr outfits, The trad-
ers then went individually to the meeting place, Councll
rove. Here the garavan was organized and a captaln was
elected.

Theter we take the view of Josiah Gregg that Ste
Louls was not the emporium of the Santa Fe trade or that of

Duffus that 5t. Louls was originally the starting point of

1 =
Joslah Gregp, Comnerce of the Pralries; or Journal
of a 3anta Fe Trader (Zd. %, 2 Ve Philadelphia: 1349), Pe.

12e.
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the Trail, we must agree that 3t. Louls played a large part

in the perisd precedling the @pening >f the legal intercourse
in 1821, The forerunners of the commerce, which have been
mentlioned above, made Ote. Louls the starting point of thelpr
adventures, and several of then were residents of 5t. Louls,
James Purcell had been a resident of 5t. Loula for
five or 8ix years previous to making the tradling expedition
nentioned above. His name 1s spelled in wvarious wayse 9.

1 Chittenden, James “ur-

Be Stevens calls him James Parsley;
cell:2 and Baneroft, James Puraley.3 As before mentloned,
he remained in Santa Fe, working as a carpenter.a

Of the three amen, who made the expedition in 1312,
Robert HeKnight was the only one who remained in Spanish
territory. It is said that in Chihushua, Kit Carson once
hired out to him as a toamster.s feknight is supposed to

have made a fortune working the Santa Rita copper mines and

1 walter Barlow Stevens, St. Louis The Fourth City,
1764=-1909, p. 411,

2 Hiram Martin Chittenden, The Amgrican Fur Trade of
the Far Jgat, pPe 492.

> 3 gtgxl{er‘t lowe Baneroft, Apizona and lew dexigo, 1530=-
1888, p. 291,
4 Cfo po 220

3 Hiram Martin Chittenden, 2pe glte, Pes 501
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trading, when the Apaches would let him, with the Chihuahua

outposta.l Baird and Chambers returned to Ste. Louls in
1822, Here they induced some individuals to fit out another
expedition with which they again set out for Santa Fe, but
it was too late 1n the season and they were forced to stay
for mora than three months, on a&n 18land not far from the
pragent town of Cimarrone. They hid thelr goods 1n plits, dug
in the earth « called "caching" from the French word to
hide. Inman saya, "the place where Balrd's little expedi-
tion wintered was called 'Caches' for years.“a
Auguste P Chouteau and Jullus Delunn were native St
Loulsans and were members of the Saint Louis Yissourl Fur
Jompany. Yalor ¥illlam ¥aldo sald of Chouteau:
of all the great house of Chouteau, Auguste P. was
the most gif'ted and brilliant. He was & favorite with
Jeneral Jackson during his presidency and was consulted
by him more than was any other man in the United States
upon al% questions eonneccted with the numerous Indlan
tribes.
Although Thomas James and Hugh Glenn 4id not follow

Beeknell's route, they had some influence as Forerunners of

1838, pe. 294,

W M
2 golonel itenry Inman, The 214 3anta Fe Irall, Ihe
itoﬁ* of a Great Hishway (VNew York: The lacmillan Co.,
189¢ s De @3.

3 Hubert Howe Bancroft, Arizona and lg¢ exico, 1530=

3 5. Waldo papers 1li32-1564, Blographical Sketches
by %aldo. issouri Historieal Soclety, S5t. Louls.
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the Santa Fe trade. General James wrote an acecount of his

axperiences in a book called "Three Years Among the Indians
and %exicans“.l whilch must have aroused interest among his
fellow citizens and certainly Hupgh Glenn's announcement on
January 22, 1822 that the bars were down and that Santa Fe
authorities had granted Americans the right to trade in
ianta Fe, must have caused many adventurous splrits Lo try
their luck in the buaineaa.a
76 are inclined to accept the wview of Duffus that
aince the Santa ™e trade grew out of the fur trade, its
original starting polint was St, Loulss He ¥¢ Chittenden in
his book, "The American Fur Trade of the Far West", has a
chapter about Ste Louiss Describing the city of 5te Louls
during the firat half o>f the nineteenth gentury hes says,
"Bvery route of trade or adventure to the remots reglons of
the west centared in Ste Louls,” lle continues by stating:
Pollowing the lines of trade, all travel to the Far
Yest, whether for pleasure or for sclentific search, all
exploring expeditions, all military movements, all
intarcourse with the Indians, and even the enterprises

of the 'iiaslonaries in that distant country made 3t.
Louis thelr starting polnt and base of operations.

3 General Thomas James, Throe Ysars Among the Indians
and Mexlecans (Walter B. Douglas, editor, Zissouri iistorical

Society, S5t. Louils, 1916),
2 A. Bs flulbert, Southwest on the Tupguolse Trall, P

55
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It was here that ftrans-=shipment of commerce was made
to eastern markets by way of the isslisslppl, the Ohlo,
or the Great Lakes. Warehouses and mercantlle estabe
lishments arose for outfitting the numberless exdedl-
tinag to the interior. The governme it malntained a mil=-
itary post near by, and had here 1ts principal o{fice of
Indian affairs for the trans-ilisalssippl tribes,

The following quotation is taken from an article,

| dated Novas T, 1835, and found in the Missourl Republican, a
! 5te Louls newspapers

Business of ovary description is extremely brisk in
this eity. Jur wharf is lined with steamboats. Humbers
arrive and depart dally, with full freight and hundreds
of passengers. It was calculated, a few days since that
w#ithin the period of thirtye-six hours, between seven and
eight hundred strangers arrived in the city. They were
[ from all quarters; from the Rocky dountains and from New

rleans - from Santa Fe and tram New York, and indeed
from every State of the Unlon.
This acgount ssems to substantiate Chittenden's

statements about 5t Louls, Notieing that this article 1s
donted love T, 1835, we realize that Ste Louls must have had

some part in the commerce with Santa Fe during the period of

S T B

the legal trade whileh began in 1821,

In the S5t. Louls Weekly Revellle for day 26, 1845,
there is an editorial entitled "Santa Fe Trade". In this
editorial the writer 1s happy that several American mere

chants have bought thelr supnlies for the Santa Fe trade in

1 1. . Chittenden, American Fur Irede of the Far
Hest, Pe 97,

2 ilssourl Republica Nove T, 1835, Missourl Histori-

cal Soclety, 5te. Louls.
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|
| 3t. Louls rather than obtalning them in the sasts ¥We quote

from the editorial.

The inersasing laportance of our mercantile transace=
tions with 3anta Fe, and a new and most gratifylng fea=-
turs which this trade has recently assumed, in making
Ste. Louls the point of purchase, as (for reasons which
we will name hereafter,) it should be, will, perhaps,
give some consequence to & statement of facts concerning

, this trade, which must eventually centre upon our clty

: as the chlef, if not the only place of supplye. Jithin
the short space of thirteen days, several American mers-
chants have arrived iIn our city, and instead of goling
immediately to the eastward to make thelr purchases, and
lay 1n the necessary supplies for busliness operations
with Santa Fe, as has heretofore been the case, they
have found it particularly to thelr advantage to give
5te Louls the full benefit of thelr patronage, and are
now « bear in mind, within thirteen days after thelr
arrival here fully prepared to atart again for Sagta Fe,
thereby being enablad to return home in Novembere.

After naning some of the merchants who have bought
goods and the firma from which they bought the goods, the
Writer continues:

It 15 estimated that the goods already bought for
this trade alone, in this city, amount to upwards of
30,000 dollars. It is somewhat singular, when we con=
aider the facts in the caasasa, that the Santa Fe merchants
and traders have been so slow in arriving at the deter-
mination to furnish themselves in Ot. Louls, when it
forwards thelr respective interssts in such an ealnent
degree. For inatance, the necessary delay of two months
or mare, in making and obtaining the New York purchases,
the 1ncldental expenses of insurance, frelghtase, etc.,
all of which, when sumned up show a total, by no means
sratifying or satisfactory to the active driving busi-
ness mans In our day, and with us, we have the most

1 me Saint Louls Jeekly Reveills, May 26, 184S, iis-
souri Mistorical Toclety, 5t. Loulse
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graphle 1llustrations that "time 18 noney"s
In this oane paper 1s another article entitled "Ane
other Tvidence"s It reads:

fle were Informed yesterday evening by lre Morris
Jolburn, engapred in the Santa Fe grade, that he nade all
his purchases in this city, to his coaplete satisfac-
tion, at the establishment of dessrs. Powell, Wilson and
J0ey N0e 84 Main street, who are well supplied with such
goods as are most desirable for this trade. tHere is an=-
other evidence to show that the Sante Fe merchants can
be furnished as excellently, and at as reasonable rates,
as thoush they gave the East the beneflit of their pate
ronagea

The St. Louls Weekly Revellle for MdMarch 30, 1846 an=-
nounced the arrival of several people from Santa Fe who are
on thelr way East to buy goods. The article then says:
Would not thase gentlemen find 1t to thelr advantage
to purchase thelr supnliass here? The cost of travele
ling, transportatin of goods, insurance and other ingcl-
dental taxes, form no Inensiderable iten of expances
Thesg ara saved in making 5te Louis the point of sup-
Dly -

It scems then that Ste. Louls was not theg paint of

supply, but the psople of Ste Louls thought that it should

bes It also geems that Franklin or Independence vwere notd
the points of supply, as Josiah Gregg implies in hils state-

mant, For the people of 3te Louls were not jealous of the

1 mo Saint Louls feekly Revellls, Yay 26, 1745,

Ibid., May 26, 1345,
3 Ibide, March 30, 1846.

2






41

trade golng there; but they were jealous of the trade golng
to the places 1n the caste.

Just what interest then did the people of 3t. Louls
have in the Santa Fe trade? Accepting Duffus' statement
that the Santa Fe trade grew out of the fur trade, let us
see what people, elther having stock in the fur companies
established in St, Louls or belng employed by these compa=
niea took an active part in the Santa Pe trade.

The earliest fur company with 1ita headquarters in St.
Louls was the Saint Louls Jissourli Fur Company, organized in
the winter of 1805-9. Assoclated with this company were
many of the best trappers, traders, and hunters in the West.
It 18 interesting to note that the leading spirlit iIn the
forming of this company was a Spanlard. Manuel Lisa came t0
Gte Louis about the year 1790« Stevensa says that in ten
years' time he become rascognized as one of the boldest and
noat succeaaful of the fur traders. e 15 sald to have
brought to 3te Louis 15,000 buffalo skina in a single sea-
san.l It is not belleved that Yanuel Lisa was among those
who might be classed as forerunners of the Santa Fe trade.
However, Duffus statea: "The very year of Plke's return ilan-
uel Lisa and Jacgues Clamorgan of Ste. Louls are sald to have

gent Loulson Blaudoin to New lexlco with a barge=lonad of

1 ¥. B. Stevens, 3t. Louls The Fourth Zity, 1764=-
1'20‘2, De 163.
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mondse It 18 not ecertain, however, that Blaudoin actually
arrlved.l In 1920, Joseph J. Hi1ll published a mansucripi
which was a letter written by CGovernor Alencaster of New
Hexieo to the commandant at Jan Elegeario. The letter tells
of the comling of De Jantlago Clamorgan and four companions
with four mule=loads of merchandlse., It states that the
merchants eame in the fall of 1807 and on December 1l2th they
sant on to Thihuahua. The original of this document 1s in
the “panish archives of lew ':!exlco.2
Another leading filgure in the Saint Louls Missouri
Fur Company was Auguste P, Chouteau, who may be considered
aa one of the forerunners of the legal trade. Inman says,
As early as 1815, Auguste P. Chouteau and his part-
ner, with a large number of trappers and hunters, went
sut to the wvalley of the upper Arkansas for the purpose
of trading with Indlans and trapping on the nuaerous
streams of the contliguous reglon. The island on which
“houteau estadlished hils trading=post, and which bears
his name even to this day, 1a in the Arkansas rlves on
the boundary line of the Unlted States and lexXlcoe
Ce Ae Vandlveer says of the estsblishing of Chouteau
Island: "This was the start of a brisk trade with Santa Fe,
which continued to grow and prosper until the Santa fe traill

bacane a well known and much traveled highway. It proved,

1 R. L. Duffus, The Santa Fe Trail, p. 55e

2 yoseph Je Hill, ™An Unknown Expedition to Santa Fe
in 1807," Uississippi Valley Historical Rewvign, 6:560-2.

3 golonel Henry Inman, The )14 Santa [e Trall, The
Jtory of a Sreat Hishway, p. 40,
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as the 3paniards feared 1% would, an entering wedge of the

: Ansricans which in time was to aplit off a portion of thelr
territory"l

| The ¥issouril Fur Company went out of exlstence 1in the
' early 'twenties and was succeeded by the Rocky dountain Fur
i Companye. Some of the leading men associated with this come=
pany were William ils Ashley, Andrew llenry, James Bridger,
Thomas FMitzpatrick, W1lliam Sublette, and Uncle John Smithe
Ashley, Henry, and Bridger engaged in a tradling expedition
to Santa Fe in 1822, Bridger and Fitzpatrick were trappers
and distinguished themselves as guldes. Chittenden aays
that Bridger 18 the first whlte man whom we know to have

saen the OGreat Salt Lake.a

Fitzpatrick was the gulde for
General Kearney when he came into New Mexico in 1846.3 l-
liam Sublette led many expeditions across the plains to the
Rocky mountains during the period of the 1830's. ¥We do not
know how often he went to Santa Fe, but we presume that he
dld make Santa Fe his destingtlion on some of his tripse

Chittenden says that a pasaport was granted to him in 1831

1

Ce Ae Vandiveer, [ Fur TEQQg and Early |
E!R%é;&&lgn (Cleveland: The Arthur ile Clark Gompany, §929),
De °

2 1, M. Chittenden, Aserican Fur Irade of the Far
ﬂgﬂ&. De 258

- 3 W. H. Baneroft, Apizona and liew dexico, 1330-1888,
De 4154
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by the United States pgovernment to enable him to visit Santa
1

Pe and other pointa in New lexicoe

Uncle John Smlith was one of the most famous trappers
of his day. CZolonel Inman gives us an intaresting account
of hine. He says that in 1826 he ran away from S5t. Louils
with a party of 3anta Fe traders, He was so fasclnated with
the desultory and exciting life of the Indlana that he chose
to live with them. He ﬁarried a pretty'Cheyenne sgquaw and
remained true to her during all his long and eventful life.
He was adopted into the Cheyenne tribe and becaane very
powerful in their nation. Inman says,

His excellent judgnent as a trader with the various
bands of Indians while ha was employed by the great fur
companiaes made hls services invaluable in the strange
business complications of the remote border. Besldes
understanding the Cheyenne language as well as his
native tongue, he also aposke three other Indian dla-
lects, French and Spanish, but with nany Western expres-
giona that sometimes grated harshly upon the gramzatical
eare

He became a sort of autoerat on the plains and 1n the
aountainag: and for an Indlan or dexican to attempt to
seffect a Brade wilthout Unele John Smith having something
tg sgy about it, and its conditions, was hardly possil-
blze

The leading spirits of the Amerlcan Fur Company were
the four Bent brothers. In partnership with Ceran Ste

Vrain, they bullt Fort Bent on the Arkansas river. This

e s Chittenden, Anerican Fur Irade of the Far
Jigat, pPe 255

Colonel Henry Inman, ggq Q%Q Santa Fe Trall, Ihe
Story of a Great Highway, DPe D=281,
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fort was the stopping place for all caravansa traveling the

| santa Fe traile. OChittenden says of it:
| It was the great eross-roads station of the southe
wests The north and south route between the Platte
river country and Sante FPe, and the east and west route
| up the Arkansas and Into the mountains found thias their
| most natural trading point,
l of the Tour brothers, we are most interested in
Charles Bent. He married a woman who was a member of a
prominent Mexican famlly at Taos. Charles Bent mads Taos
his place of reaidence, but he retained his interest in the
Aaerican Mur Company and made many trlps across the plalns,
“hittenden in volume three of his work, “The American Fur
Trade in 1331", prints a lstter from Thomas Forsyth to Lowis
Tass, Secretary of War. In this letter ir. Forsyth tells of
an expeditiosn led by ¥r. Charles Bent, he 8ays,
In August last ir,. Charlss Bent set out from St.
Louis with a number of wagons loaded with goods for
3anta Pe and drawn by oxen. [118 party consisted of from
thirty to forty men, and if he succeeds with hls ox wag-
ong the oxen willl answer the triple purpose: 1lst drawing
the wagons; 2nd the Indlans will not stsal them as they |

would horses and mules; and 3rdly, in case 05 necessity
part of the oxen wlll answer for provisions.

It secems that the use of oxen at this time was an exX=
periment, The Wissourl Republican for July 12, 14933 giving

news of a caravan assembled at Diamond arove, about 160

5 He 1 Chittenden, Aamgrigan Fupr Irade of the fFar
_-'_«'G_SQ. Pe Sz‘}o

2 Ibid., p. 934.
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miles from Independence, states that Mr. C. Bent was elected

I to the captaincy.l The St. Louis Weekly Revellle for July
; 22, 1844 made thils statement: “A party of dountain traders,
| from Bent's Fort, twenty-five in numbsr, arrived yesterday
on the steamer Lexington. Mre. Charles Bent came down with
the company.g
In 1833 Charles Bent wrote a letter dated, August 1,
1333, to Jenor Don Jose Mario Ronquilio. millitary comnmander
of New %exico, inforaing him that a caravan had left on the
28th of May, carrying goods that had been shipped to Gte
Louis from New York and Philadelphia. (hen thes steamers ar=-
rived in 3St. Louls many people on the boats were 11l with
gholara and saveral had dled. !Nr. Bent states that no one
in the esravan had the disecase when it left St. Louils in {
lay; but since the goods that they were earrylng had been on
thosa steamers, he says that there 1s a posslbility that the
zoods might be a means by which the disease could be spreads |
However, he says that he does not know that this 1s true,

but he is giving the commander warning about the ga)ds.3

This letter glves a little inaight into Bent's character.

1 yassourl Republican, July 12, 1833.
2 The Saint Louls %eekly Reveille, July 22, 1844,

3 M5« Auge 18333, Bent Carlos, Rio Colorado, Letter
from Trader Bent to Jose ¥°Ronquillo, 106 D 2, f., New iex=
ieon listorical Soclety, Santa e, New Hexicoe
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lle was not only a good trader but he was sincere and honest

in hls dealings as wells

In 1846 when CGeneral Stephen 7. Kearny took possese
sl of New MYexlco for the Unlted States, Charles Bent was
nppointed the provislonal Governcr of the territory. He
neld this position just a short time, for in January, 1847,
the Indlans revolted and Governor Bent was killed at his
home in Tass in the preaence of his wife and two childrens

These traders and trappers »f the Rocky ‘/ountain Fur
Coapany and the American Fur Company were dolng business
after 1821; and so they cannot be called the forerunners of
the Santa Fe trade, but they had an active part in the legal
phasas of ite There were other Ste Loulas traders engaged in
trsde with Santa Fe besides those assoclated with the great
fur companies. Two noteble ones were Janes Josiah Webb and
the Tagoffin brothers.

Jamas Josiah Yebhb wrote about his experlences as a
trader in A book called “Adventures in the Janta Fe Trade,"
sdited by Ralph Pe Bilsber in 1931, In the introductlion of
this book, Bieber states that ¥Yebb came to Ste Louls in 1843
and openad a dry pgoods store 1n partnership with a aan named
Smithe He closed out July 1, 1344 and with §600 capital
borrowed from his father he bought merchandlse and declded
to engage in the overland trade with Santa Fe. He was very

successful in this trade and foraed several business part-

nershipses Bleber states,
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By the latter part of 1849 Webb had bsen engagsed in
the Santa Fe trade almost six ycars. During that tine
ha had thoroughly learned the detalls of the busineas
and had gradually buillt up a profitadble trade. liis
first lot of goods for New dexlco had cost about §1200
but now he carried goods that cost him about §30,000..
Prom an ordinary Santa Fe trader with a transient resl-
dence in lew lexlco, he had become a prominent Santa Fe
merchant with a permanent establishment there. Indeed
he had prospered beyond his fondest hopes, and c¢ould
write in August 1349, that he had "the largest store and
oremises in town."

JTames and Samuel Magoffin were business partners en=
raged in trading with 3anta Fes It 15 said that the broth-
ers yearly, and sometimes twlce a year, took large caravans
of goods into Santa e and 0ld lexico. In 1846 the caravan
>f the two brothers moved just ahead of the Amerlcan troops
under GJeneral Kearny. 'iiss Drumam in her introduction to
"Down the Santa e Trall and into ¥exico," says "The dexican
war had begun. James was really on a secret alssion for the

Jovernment of the United States, it belng hoped that he

would be able to pave the way for General Kearay to enter
Janta Fe and gain possession of New dexico without blood-
shed."? Magoffin was arrssted in Santa Pe and taken to Chi-
huahua. He was saved from execution only through his popu-

larity with ‘exican oflicers.

1 james Jjosiah febb, Adventures in the Santa Fe Trade
1344-1347 (Ralph P, Bleber, editor, Glendale, Calif.: The

Arthur He. “lark Company, 1931), P 32

2

Jusan Shelby Hagoffin, Down the Santa Fe Trall and
nt2 Jdexigo, The Diary of Susan Shelby dagoffin, 134b-1847
Stella . Druma, sditor, New Haven: Yale University Press,

London, 1926), ppe XII=-XVI,
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The Jaint Louls Weekly Revellle published a report
which had been printed in the Western Txposltor; regarding
the amount of money recelved from Santa Fe for the years
1843 and 1844, The report is as follows:

Total amount of gold and sllver

roecaived for the year 1843.000000000000000000006425’000

Total amount of gold and sllver

raceived this year, 1844 owing to the

ports belng Olosed' was inyooooo000000000-01003‘375,000
And for the year 1845, it cannot be

put down at a less sun th&n..oo-o-oo.oo.oooo.o.)600,0001

This same newspaper also printed an artlcle taken
from the Independence Journal, The article gives a report
5f the imports from the Mexican provinces and exports to
those provinces. We quote the report of imports:

The imports beilng principally specie, we omit all

ather items, and set 1t down at about 6&50.000: 4400, 000
of which was in apecile; and the remslndar consisting of
buffalo robes, peltries, furs, etce

The artlcle states that there were 160 men in the
four ¢ mpanies that went oute On August 12, 1844 this paper
announced the arrival at Independence of Licutenant Fremont
and Company and Dr. li.« Connelly and Companys Both these
gomoanles were Ste Louls companies and the paper stated that
they brought in about £30,000 1in specias.3 The two compa-

nies probably traveled together and were consldered one come=

1 mo 3aint Louls leeklv Heveille, Jan. 13, 1845,
” M'O Jans 139 131‘5:
e Iglg.’ Aupust 12, 1844,
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pany in the report of imports quoted above. However, they
ware 3t Louls companies and they brought in $80,000 of the
1375,000 of soecie brought in that years The Magoffins pro-
bably made a trip that year and other traders surely made
tripse If they did as well as Fremont and Connelly, it is
possible that 3t. Louls people brought in & large share of
the §375,000 of specie. If the Santa Fe trade was just a
small part of all the trade c¢oming into Ste Louls, St. Louls
certainly must have had a large part in the Santa Fe trades
We have saen that S5t. Louls played a large part in
making known the trace to the American people, because the
expaditi-ns into New lexico, prior to 1321, aset out froa 3t.
Louis and several of the leaders of those expeditions were
residents of Ot. Loulses This city also had a part in the
narking out of the route to be followed and in the attempd
to make the road safe for American traders; as the Indlans
ware pald for allowing the traders to pass through thelr
lands with 3t. Louls goods, and the eommlssionars, who sur=
veyed and marked the route, purchased thelr supplies 1ln St.
Louise It i2 also true that Ste Louls had a large share in
the legal commerce carried on after 1821, as many of the
companies engaged in the trade were sent out by the large

fur e mpanies whose headquarters were in S5t. Louls. Besldes

these expeditions of the fur companlies, there were other

nrivate ¢oapanies engaged in this trade and centered in St.













CHAPTER III

GO0D3 PURZHASED FIR THE SANTA FE TRADE

As before mentioned, the comnerce of St. Louls in
early days was dlstributive and not pr:ductive.l Indeed her
ananufacturss started about 1820, only a short while before

; the opening of the legalized Santa Fe tradees Therefore, the
! arowth of St. Louls in productive comnerce coinclded in time
| with the growth and development of the Santa Fe trade. Ste.
Loulsans, engaged in the trade, could purchase thelr goods
in 5te Louls: but the goods had been usually manufactured 1in
the east. If one were going to purchase a large quantity of
poods, it was much cheaper to order the goods from eastern
firms and have them shipped to 3t. Loula, Blg trading com=
»anies, such as the American Fur Company, bought the sup=-

nlies r'sp thelr men in the east; and indapendent traders,

who gould afford to buy in large quantitlies also went cast

| for thelr goodse

| Invoices of the American Fur Company for February and

tareh of 1831, show that the wvalue of goods shipped to the
Jt. Louls fira during these two months amounted to

‘15,1Qﬂ.913.2 We know that individual traders went easi to

1 Chapter on Ste Louis, De 4e

2 43, P. Chouteau Maffitt Colle-tion 1230-1831, His-
gouri Historical Soclety, Sts Louls,
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surchase goods because the newspapers often comblained about

them not buying in the weats The Saint Loulas 7Weekly
Ravellle for March 30, 1846, announces the arrival of Santa
Fe traders on thelr way to the Zast to purchase goods; and
asks: "Would not these gentlemen find it to thelr advantage
t5 purchase their supplies here."l The Missouri Statesman,
published in Columbila, Missouri, in the issue for Jctober
13, 1343, announced the arrival of lrs Weatherhead's company
of Santa Fe traders. The writer concludes with the follow=-
ing paragraph:

They are on their way East to purchases goods, and
have in their possession 500 1lbs. weight of gzold and
silver in bars. Could they not purchase here on better
tarms than in the fast in as much &8 goods of all Kinds
have advanced there since our merchants purchased?

And 8o, not only 3t. Louls merchants but merchants in
sther towns nsarer to Franklin and.Independenos, were chii=
grined to see the traders pass them by and journey on to the
oast. In Degcember, 1843, in an article entitled, "The
Jourse of Western Trade", published in the 3Salnt Louls Weeke
ly Revellle, the following statement 18 made.

Thogse engaged in traffic across the plains, in most

cases nade their purchases in New York, Pennsylvania and
’ittaburgh, and our city was benefited very little

1 me 3aint Louls Weekly Reveille, March, 30, 1346,
2 wisoourl 3tatesman, Octe 13, 1343
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theraby, further than thg travel, shipments, etce, cOn=
naected with 1ts passages

Howaver some goods were bought 1n 3ts Louls by St
Louls traders and by merchants in other western towns en=
zaged in selling to Santa Fe traders. In February and idarch
5f 1831 the American Fur Company bought §15,188.91% worth of
goods in the east: but in April of that same year, the com-
yany bought from St. Louis firas £2,795.98 worth of goodﬂ.a
In 1845 a nowspapar edltorial stated that goods valued at
more than £30,000, had been purchased in St. Louls by Santa
Pa tradera.3 In 1844, the 4issourl Statesman. printed an ar-
ticle taken from the Western Expositore. After announcing
tha arrival of Dr. Connelly and Co. from Santa Fe, the artii=-
cle continues:
e loarn that they design purchasing g29ds in Ste
Louis for the trade: 1t being now too late to go cast
for the purpose of pr:vidingva gtock of gooda in tlme to
reach Santa Fe this falle
It seema that the traders purchased in St. Louls when
there was not time to go east or when they wished to augment

thelr srders from the east, posalibly obtaining some necesal-

tiea that they had forgotten to order earlier. Thelr buying

1 e 3aint Louls fookly Revellle, Decenber 10, 1¥48.
2 w3, P. Choutesu Yarfitt Collectlon, 1530-1331.

3 Ope_Glts, Hay 26, 1345,
4 dissouri Statesman, August 23, 1844,
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a1izht be eompared to the modern housewife who finds 1t nece

esasary to go to the corner store after having returned from
town where she purchased a great many supplies,

J)f the merchants in western issouri towns engaged in
selling goods to Santa Fe traders, the Aull brothers proba=
bly had the largest establishments. The three brothers,
Robert, John and Jamnes, had in partnership, stores in Lex-
ington, Liberty, Franklin and Independence. In May 17,
1930, James Aull wrote to Ce Se and Jo ¥, Smith:

--==the Santa Fe Caravan 1is about setting out my sale
for that trade will be for 8 to {#10,000 at 25 per cent
advance a cut and carriage with 1£terest after alx
montha at 10 per cent until paide

In January of 1831, he writes to Siter Price and Cos
of Philadelphia, saying, "last spring we sent some Goods to
Janta Fe and 5ol1d Some to whole amounting to over 810.000."2

A slip of paper found in a portfolio marked "James and

Robert Aull Letters", states that the goods sold in 1838
anounted to "cash - $6,949.05; eredit - §$40,535.49; total =
:47,4ﬂ4.54."3 Supposing that the trade with Santa Fe dld

1 yu5. James Aull Letter Book, May 17, 1330. Public
Library and Historical Assoclatlion, Lexington, loes

2 Ibid., January, 1831,

3 4S5, James and Robert Aull Letters. Public Library
and liistorical Associatlion, Lexington, Moe
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not inerease in eight yeara' time, the Santa Fe sales would

be about a fourth of the sales made on credit. Statlstics
show, however, that the Santa Fe trade in general decreased
from £120,000 in 1830 to §90,000 in 1838.1 a decrease of 25
per cents If the Santa Fe sales of the Aull brothers de=-
creased proportionately, these sales really amounted to
about 16 per cent of their credit trade in 1838,

These three brothers bought most of their goods from
the east. In January of 1833, James Aull wrote to Sliter
Price and Cos of Philadelphia, telling them that he expected
to send them during the month of darch the sum of §8,000
with which they were to pay his debts in the east. He says
that the amount of goods ordered is about one-third of thelr

usual spring's purchase.2 The usual spring orders froa the

1 josiah Gregs, "Comnerce of the Prairies," Hunt's
‘agazine, December, 1844, pes 510,

2 U3, James Aull Letter Book, January, 1831,

Having declined viaiting Philadelphia this winter I
find 1t neceasary to order a few goods, the amount now or-
dered is about one third our usual spring's purchase, belng
rerely sufficlent to assist the stock now on hande

I think I have good reason for purchasing so small a
sunply of Goods. fVe are yet in debt for our half of the
zoods purchased in Yarch and June lasts ¥e have a large
stock of (oods on hand amounting at the four stores to about
435,000 and we are extremely anxious to be free from debt
bslieving that there will be a change of times for the worse
and that as prudent men we should prepare for 1lte
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east amounted t> about £24,000. In addition, there usually

was & purchase in the falle It i3 clearly evident that most
of the goods sold at the Aull establishments, were bought in
the east. However, an examination of thelr books shows
that, from time to time, they did make small purchases in
Jte Louise In February of 1833, James Aull bought of two
5t. Louis firms the total amount of §522.37 worth of gooda.l

The Aull goods bought in the east, were always shilp-

ped to Tte Louls and then re-shipped to the respective towns
where the stores were locateds In a letter dated April 12,
1330 and addressed to Tracy and Wahrendorff of St. Louls,
James Aull says,

I wish you to forward my goods as they arrive and
with as 1little delay as posS8lblesicscsssnssesssevcee
Should you get a Boat to come here pleasa ship the goods
0 be delivered at their respactive places agrosable to
thelr mark viz. Lexington, Liberty and Indedendences. I
wish you to insure for me the Goods shipped from Phila=-
delphia by Brig irie. You willl insure theg #4300 and on
ghipment by ships Tisaouri and Jhio $4500.

In September of 1830, James Aull writes to Lhis same

fira that he expects ten tons of freight to arrive in Ote

Louis from Philadelphia, and he asks them to forward the

1 U3, Aull Day Book, Feb. 1333, Dec. 1835. Fubllc
Library and istorical Assoclilation, Lexington, Mo.

2 us. James Aull Letter Book, April 12, 1830.
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goods to the respective at>rea.1 In a letter dated Jane 21,

1833, to Siter Price and Cos of Philadelphla, James Aull

says,

I wish you to have wagoned at Pittsburgh and consigne
ad to Anthony Beeler all the grods ordered of Everly and
Rees, 3ryan, Chapin and Nedilet, Dickson, Jliver, Fair=-
bairn, Freeland and your house. Also the Looking (flass=-
es of 3mith, and Tea, Indigo, Chocolate, Ralsins, and
any of the small Boxes thought advisable of Toland.

The remainder of the Goods you will please have shipe
ned to New Jrleans conolgned to Elisha L. Tracy with ine-
structions to forward them by first good steam Boat to
Gte Louls care Edward Tracye

I wish the gonds wagoned to Plttsburgh Lo be insured
to thelr respective places of destinati-n by Steam Boat
or Boatn w%th privilege of rashipping at Loulsville and
Ste Louis,

By this letter we sne that goods were shipped elther
by river steamer down the Ohlio and then up the Wlssiseippi
t> 3t. Louils or by nscean steamer to lew Jrleans and thence
up the #Missiasippi to St. Loulse An exasmination of the Aull

mnuseripts shows that goods from the east came by these two

1 WS, Tames Aull Lettsr Book, Septe 3, 1830

Towards the last of this month there will be a few
tona of frelght at 5t. Louis from Philadelphia for this
»lace Libarty, Independence and Richmond which I would like
to have brought up to their respective placea by a Steam
Boate I will ship to Ne Jrleans 30 or 35 Tons of fale ilope
together with a quantlty of Beeswax and honey for 3t. Louils.
esssesThere will be something like 10 Tons of Philad. Goods
to bring upe

Jamaes Aull

2 MSe Aull Letter Book, January, 1831, January 21,
1833. Public Library and llistorical Aasoclatlion, Lexington,
T0e
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routes with ree-shipment at 3t. Loulss An article in "Hunt's

Yagazine" in August, 1847 stated that 5t Louls was the tere-
minua of the river vessels.l And 80, while most of the
goods carried in the Santa Fe trade were brought from the
east, 1t was necessary &> ship them to Ste Louls, and there
have them re=shipped to the various points on the “iassouri
river from which Santa Fe traders set out on their expedi=-
timse
Ste Louis firms served also as sort of clearing
houses for bills of exchanges In the Aull Day Book, Febe
21, 1833 = Dec. 19, 1835, we find many letters directed %o
Ldward Traey ©sqe. 3t. Louls, with statements, such as the
following:
T wrote you 14th instant enclosing §500 Ue 3. paper
and an afe on U. 3. for §15.98. I will enclose you {500
now of Unlited States paper and wish you to remit to An-

thony Beeler, of Pittaburch a check on Bank Ue S« Phillad
~ for $1000,2

1 wyhe 3hioping and Import Trade of St. Louis," The
Jarchants' Hagazine and Comg Review (New York: Freeman
Mant, editor and proprietore. Hlssourl Historical Soclely,
3t. Louls, Mo., August, 1847), p. 170« ."The reader will
alsn bear in mind, that St. Louils is the terminus of the
voyages of these vessels. Here their freighta are discharg-
ed, and elther pass into store or are transhipped for some
othar pointe"

2 ¥3, Aull Day Book, Feb. 21, 1833, Dec. 19, 1835,
Fehes 22 N 18 33.
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I also enclose you Bent and St. Vrain's lote of Septe
1, 1332 at 10 months for {3842.,11 our favour. I presume
that Capt. Bent 18 now in 3t. Louls and my objsct in
sending you the note is to get some arrangemant aade
that the money will be paild when dua, as I understand
Bent 18 going to Santa Pe. An acceptance on P. and J.
Powell due 1st Sept. with the two months 1ntareit added
will sult us and I presume will also sult Bente

In this same Day Book we find pages siamilar to the
following:

$273.18 . iy

Jeasrs Sublette and Campbell
ten days after sight in S8t. Louls plsase pay to John
A. Yytingre the sum of Two hundred and Seventy three
Dollars Eighteen Centa for value recelved and charge
the same to account of your most Obnt :

Thos Fitspatrick

for
Fitapatrick, Sublette & Bridgers.

flang Fork U. 5. Terlitory
July Tth 1834,
Endoprsenent on sald drart accepted according to the Wil
liam Sublette & Campbell. For value recelved I assign
the within to J¢ & Re Aull
August 22nd 1834.
Ince As Mytzngra
pay t> ©e & As. Tracy on order Je. & Re Aulls

lesars. Pratte Choteau & Co.
3aint Louls
Gentlemen
You will please pay to M¥r. Luther Chase an or=
der the sum of 3even hundred and twenty two dollars and
fourtean cents and charge the same to Rocky Mountain
xpadiltion of 1333 and
Jblige yours respectfully
L Pontenelle

1 ¥3, Aull Day Book, Feb. 21, 1833, Dec. 19, 1835,
29th "March, 1833.

2

;!21§.. Pebe. 21, 1833, Dec. 19' 1(335.







Mver Platte August 19, 1334

'ay Je & Re Aull on order (Signed)

lather Chase pay Z. and As Tracy on order 1
J e & Ro Aull.

Alsa in the Janes Aull Letter Book are found, in lele

tora addressed to Tracy and Wahrendorff, statementsa almilar

to the followlng:

Above 18 fim. Anderson draft on You for 40§ which I
have endorsed and charged %o your a/e

Enelosed you will find Jonathan L. Bean draft on
J'fallon & Kyte. 550§ which You will collsct and place
to my eredit. I wish you to remlit to Ae Beeler Pitts-
burgh 5008 g8 soon as poasible in such manner as You
think Bast,

I wrote you 1lOth 1n3t encloaing Daugherty's draft on
Te % Ae Kerr for 2008,

I wrote you Le Je & Sublette fote to Gabriel Predim
balance on it unpaid §2349.83 Also a dralft on Jeott and
2uel For amount Doct. Waldo afe $165.59,and requested
You to remit 30008 to Siter Price & Co.“

In the P Choutoau Haffitt Collection of manuseripts

are found the Tollowing bills of exchanges

1 S . Aull Day Book, Febe 21, 1‘333, Dece 19’ 14355,
2 MS. James Aull Letter Book, May 23, 1828,
3 1bid., May 17, 1330.

4 Ibide, Yove 1, 1830.
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Santa Fe Augt. 31lst 1330

£300

Ten days after sight of this my first bill of Ex-
change (Second and third of same date and tenor unpaid)
hlaase pay to the order of Richard D. Shackleford Eight
hundred dollars for value recelved & charge to the ac-
count of ITre obte Svis.

Ceran 5t. Vraln

For Messers Be Pratte & Coe

Merchant

St. Louls,l

San Fernando de Taos
- Septe 4th 1830
lesserse. Bs Pratte & Coe
Gentlemen
On demand please to pay to Mr. Lavasie Huel on or=
der Seventyfive Dollars, and charge to aceount of your
Dbtie Svte 2
£75400 Ceran St. Vralne
These letters and bills of exchange show that St
Louls firms engaged in the business of collecting drafts and
cancelling bills of exchanges
An exanination of the foregoing manuscriptas, news-
papers, and magazines has shown ugs that although the ma)orie
ty of the goods carried in tho 3anta Fe trade was purchased
in the east, sime goods were obtained in 5te Louls. It also
shows us that the goods bought in the Tast were consigned to
5t. Louls, and then re-shipped to points on the dissourl
river; and that the goods were commonly pald lfor with drafts

r billa of exchange on St. lLouls firms.

1
¥5e Pe Chouteau Maffitt Collectlion 1330=1331, Augt.
318t 1830

2

Ib go, 30;)t. 4, IQBOQ







CONCLUSION

Fron histories written about 5t. Louis and dlssouri,
we have learned that during the first half of the nineteenth
century, Ste Louis grew to be a thriving city.. This growth
was due to her increasing trade, a small part of which was
her trade with Santa FPe. However small the Santa Fe trade
was in comparison with the total trade of 3t. Louls, the
part of Ste. Louils in the trade with Santa Fe was large in
gomparison with the total amount of that trades St. Louls,
becausa of her strategiec position, became the "“Gateway to
tha Teat;" and so 1t was from this city that the early exe
peditiona started which nade known to the Anerican peodle
the 3anta Fe Trace and led to the opening of the legalized
trade in 1821,

An examination of manuseripts, newspapers and maga=

zines of the nineteenth eentury has shown that a blg share

of the Santa Te trade was carrled on by St. Louls companles !
or by individuals who were residents of St., Louis. It has

alan shown that most of the goods carried in thias trade were

bouzht in the Bast, but were shipped first t> Ste Louls and

then re-shipsped to various points on the Missourl river; and

also that these goods were pald for with drafts or bills of

exchange on Ste. Louis firms,

Statistics giving the total nuamber of people engaged
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in the trade 1n any one yzar or period of years or the total

number of Ste. Loulsans engaged in the trade 1n any one year

yr period of years eould not be founde Helther could be
found statistics ahowlng where the goods carried were pure
chased. In the absence of this data, no definite statement
can be made glving the percentage of the number of Ste
Iouisans engaged in the trade, in relation to the total num-
her of Santa Fe traders; nor can any definite relation be
drawn regarding the amount of goods carried. However, 1t
was found from examining a statement in “Hunt's lagazine"
for August, 1843, dealing with the commerce of Ste Louls,
and alao from statisties given by Josiah OGregg regarding the
trade with Santa Fe, that in 1843% Gt. Louls carried about
elzhteninths of the Santa Fe trade.® Also it was found that
in 1844 two Ot. Louls companies alone brought in §50,000 of
the £375,000 brought from Santa Fe. We know that there ware
sther Tt. Louls companies that must have brought in aome
apecle that yenr.2 Although a definite statement ecannot be
nade, because of lack of date, 1t scems safe to say that St.
Louis played a large part in the Santa Te trade during the

firat half of the nineteenth centurye.

1 Cf. De 154

2 () De 504
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