
New Mexico Quarterly

Volume 12 | Issue 3 Article 14

1942

Shattered City
Irene Bruce

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmq

This Contents is brought to you for free and open access by the University of New Mexico Press at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in New Mexico Quarterly by an authorized editor of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact disc@unm.edu.

Recommended Citation
Bruce, Irene. "Shattered City." New Mexico Quarterly 12, 3 (1942). https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmq/vol12/iss3/14

CORE Metadata, citation and similar papers at core.ac.uk

Provided by University of New Mexico

https://core.ac.uk/display/151604811?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=pdf-decoration-v1
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmq?utm_source=digitalrepository.unm.edu%2Fnmq%2Fvol12%2Fiss3%2F14&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmq/vol12?utm_source=digitalrepository.unm.edu%2Fnmq%2Fvol12%2Fiss3%2F14&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmq/vol12/iss3?utm_source=digitalrepository.unm.edu%2Fnmq%2Fvol12%2Fiss3%2F14&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmq/vol12/iss3/14?utm_source=digitalrepository.unm.edu%2Fnmq%2Fvol12%2Fiss3%2F14&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmq?utm_source=digitalrepository.unm.edu%2Fnmq%2Fvol12%2Fiss3%2F14&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmq/vol12/iss3/14?utm_source=digitalrepository.unm.edu%2Fnmq%2Fvol12%2Fiss3%2F14&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:disc@unm.edu


POETRY ~333

" .,
Hideous with the knowledge of
The tomb-and cold and dank to touch.

• j~ '. t:"

o brave anatomies clean and white
And thrilled with life unto the bon~- \

~ Whete no intimacies of fancy might
Corrode upon an alien zone

As: spreading their bright filaments
Towards adventure and the ecstacy,
They flaccid fall-and impotent-
A green-slimed jar's anthology.

This cold corrosIon of the flesh
Is as much escapable
As the heart's hot restlessness
For things irreconcilable.

Ayl as the brittle insect wings
Are shaped anemones beneath the glass,
Against the arrant guise of things
The soul is forced to loneliness.

HARRIS DOW,NEY
~'

SHATTERED CITY
, -

Evening is alone-the sun has gone:
AJaggard sky wades through the smoking city;
Cement spouts its ruptured veins; withdrawn
Is life upon the pavement of lost pity.
.
Hunks of bitten buildings, spat on streets,
Retard the dragging feet of restitution;
Crawling rags humanity secretes,
Lie writhing in the, midst of dread pollution.

IRENE BRUCE
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