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Austin: Education in New Mexico

Education i @}n NeW Mex1c0 )
By MARY AUSTIN

HE first thing that oceurs to the reader confronted with
the original aceounts of the educational problems in
the two racial groups, herein presented, is that it will not
be possible to handle them successfully in the same program
that accommodates the third plain American .assembly.
Probably nowhere else would so serious an effort be made to
bring them all into one educational undertaking, and yet
what everybody knows who is at all familiar with the New
Mexican situation, is that the three of them get on with sin-
gular frlendhness and a surprising amount of mutual
accommodatlon Aﬁd that the chief item of the solution is
that they all know so well that they get on best by sticking
to their differences and avoiding any attempt to substitute
any one of the individual plans for the others. We have
found that:out by experimenting, and ;by recogmzmg the
plain fact that the three peoples of New Mexico do best by
themselves and each other when they keep to their-distinc-
tive educational needs, It is not easy to say just how we
have arrived at thls conclusion, but we have tried the
~ widely spread error of other states of running the three
streams in one indistinguishable puddle and the agreement
as to its inutility, its waste and mlsﬁttlng, is unanimous.
We are not sure how much is owed. to the existence in New
Mexico of a group of citizens whose bt@sine'ss is so largely .
~ creative, citizens who must somehow or other deliver the -
goods of their special aptitudes, who can’t, therefore, waste
themselves on an-educational scheme which makes no allow-
ance for special aptitudes calling for partlcular frames of
educational behavior.: Certainly the mﬁux in the state of .
numbers of people who are obliged bystheir own necessities
to live creatively, has added greatly to.the freedom of cre-
ative activity, and the need to make room for 1t has had
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let through a rift of understanding even to the most sophis-
ticated intelligence. Perhaps the reason why we are able to
see here in New Mexico that the crux of ithe new educational
requlrements of these two generally un-Amerlcan groups
is of more expressiveness in.the fields i m which. that educa-‘
tion is exercised. -And it comes out more sharply in the
field of activity because both theke groups are somewhat
muscle bound in the field of langu ge. \One appreciates the
feeling of racial loyalty which in both cases, the Spanish
and the Indian, has kept the urﬁ-Amemcan speech for the
dear and familiar things, and a;.t{ the siame time one is re-
'lieved to find that the tendency Tor the two alien groups to
come together with the American gréup in the more ad-

varced stages promises a larger release When neither the ‘|

Indian nor the Spanish has to hold on| to his language de-

fensively, when he can let go of it Wlé'hout feeling that he ,
thereby cuts himself adrift from all hntlmate expressive-

ness, he will find himself released 1nto a larger communality
of experience. ‘
That of course, is What the Public 5Schools should stand

for, communality of experience, but I;t will have to come

from giving way in both directions. Giving both the Span-

ish and Indian New Mexican children greater freedom with.

what is specifically their own should make them free with
what is specifically ours; and that fre;edom is more nearly
attained when each can speak with n ‘shame and greater
naturalness about what is his own. { What we all notice
among Indians is the release, along }Wlth which comes a
renewal of manhood, which he attains now that he i able
to talk freely of the thing he makes,i and the same thing
is beglnnmg to be true of the Spanish.

What one sees coming through Mr Collier’s artlcle is

the same thing one discovers shining out of the work that is 3|

going on according to Mr. Tireman, at San Jose: the psychic
release of being accepted on the basm of what you do well
noturally. There is also a great reieasescomlng to the Indian
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through the recognition of} himself as ah artist
artists. Nothing has been so good for him in Ney

same way one sees the descendents of Spanish {
coming back out of their inferiority complexes th ough the
revival of apprec1at10n of what they have to offer, music,
wood carving, weaving and exquisite needle work. And
one feels assured that the capacity to recreate beautiful old’
handicrafts is the immediate result of the apparen schisms
in educational schemes, the restoration. of naturalness to
Indian activities and the reléase in schools that hgve taken -
their note from San Jose of the particular Spanis way of
doing things. The renewal of common respect for ] he three
racial groups among each other is the open sign of the suc-
cess of having three schemes of education going on among
them, education suited to thelr raCIal genius, thelr native
aptitudes. v

I am inclined to thmk that thls could happen in New
Mexico rather than elsewhere, earliest, because herk in New
Mexico we are less pressed upon by the machine-made pat-
tern of activities and economics. Here, both for Indian and
Spanish, as well as by choice among the Americangs, farm-
ing for the majority is still a way of life. One dwns and
works a piece of ground, and on the.side weaves, does a
little wood carving, works in tin, belongs to the. villejos
allegros, paints, makes pottery, makes songs, [|0 roduces
beautiful and moving dance drama and the inimitable farce
of the Koshares. It must be quite obvious that for omplete
and happy functioning in such a life somethingother is
called for in the way of education than our formal regimen-
tation of the school program. This is what explains our
apparently jumhbled and variant educational sys i
one who sees them from the side of a racially varie
the whole unified social compleﬁ:lhere appears to ]

ing out here through the medium of the-public shool, by
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taking advantage of its extreme ca;);:éy for adaptability, a
singularly rewarding type of sogiety. /’{I‘hat the rest of the
United States, through the barrier of istrange languages, is
largely cut off from participating in the dramatic and in-
tellectually exciting aspects of the New/ Mexican experi-
ment, is from the onlooker’s point of vje a disadvantage,
but one that is on the whole protective in- it
Too easy access from the outside'would tndoubtedly put
spokes in the wheels of the natural process.
“of the magnitude and importance of this one are-not always

brought about by.intention; thdy happen. It may be we -

shall discover what the rest of the Stai*‘pes have so largely
missed, how peoples of pgofoundly dlfﬁErmg levels of cul-

ture and stages of experience can set up among themselves |

a thoroughly. rewarding state of socw y. éFrom the two
papers that appear here it is ev1dent/t”at he parts of the
experiment that is going on are to a grea‘ extent unaware of
each other. What we cannot miss, howevey, is the extent

Iy

to which and the intensity with which, gt is all going on.

For e

final operation. -
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