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Soclal and Cultural Elements of§ Pan Americanjsm*
By JAiMES FULTON ZIM%MI%RMAN

N ‘OUR.relations thh Latln Amerlean nations many diffi4

. culties and nustmderstandmgs h;ave ariser, which. are
immediately due’ tb economic <and |political policies, but
“which may ultlmateIly be traced largély to fundamental dif-
ferences in lan fge and in racialj psychology combin
with varying sta of cultural and|national development
A casual review o; the history of éur relations with the
nations to thé sout]h of LE, reveals &flearly that it is only

within recent yeaerthat effective cull ural associations. havev
become possible between the United States with its English|
language, hterature common law and customs, and the
‘southern republics with their Rom ce languages, Napol-.
eonic code, and Latin traditions.
: As these soclal ‘and’ cultural eluments of Pan-Ameri-
B canism are appremated they will have the effect of ‘modify-
- ing political and economic poli and, it is hoped, w1ll re-

sult in lmprov%l1nter-Amer1c:§:elatlons

‘The "addresses 'of President Hopver delivered on ' the
occasion of hix visit to Central and South America con-
tained no references to political guestions, nothing of
treaties and di lomacy, and such comments as he made on|
: commercial an 1ndustr1al relations {were subordinated' to
E the more vital purpose ‘of upbuildi g the cultural, moral,
£ /- and 'spiritual ﬁ(l)rces | between the nations—forces which in
: his view| are hdman happiness and

aking for increased
good:will. He stressed the spread of] educdtion, music, jart,|
isited, and urged more |

and drama in the Vafrlous countries
.effective orgamzatloms or the exchange of ideas in science | .
and techﬁology Whlch “know no frontjers, and know all lan- |
guages.” » y ; ; : :

The same emphasﬁx on cultural relatlons characterized |
the addresses given pn the occasion of the first Pan-Ameri- |

* Paper read at the meetmg of the Institute of World Affairs, University of
Southern ahforma Los Angeles December 16, 1932.¢ = . .
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can Day celebrations in 1931 and the second commemoration
of that occasion in 1932. - Those elements of Pan-American-
ism which seek the fraternal rapproachment:of all the
peoples of the new world without dwelling upoﬂ the differ-

- ences of language, descent, religion, and cus’coms were
given pfedominance in the most thoughtful comments heard
in all.countries. Different speakers urged upon the univer-
sities the responsibility of the propagation of this kind of
Pan-Americanism so that the coming generations.through
- - the secondary and primary schools will see to it that leaders
of international politics follow in this current iof cultural
‘public opinion. Charges that political leaders in| ‘the United
States now stress cultural topics in. order to avopd unpleas—

ant and somewhat embarrassing political and economic
questions may be well-founded, but in any event nt will be a

great gain if all statesmen come to ‘see that in cultural
realms the people of different nations can mee}t on equal

and friendly terms. A nation as a rule is not led to hatred

and war with another nation because of a knowledge of that
nation’s literature or painting or music. Fuﬁﬁermore, if

by some method we can find out how to humanize and
socialize our relations with other peoples, we may find the
“defect of the old diplomacy and the key to a deeper and

finer appreciation of the people of other countlpes, which

+ ¢ will make for goodwill and peaceful relations despite the

’ difficulties which may arise from political and -economic
sources. Perhaps the finest example of the diplomat who

~ sought to know the ideals, art, and literature of a people and
' to use the cultural approach to come to better understanding
is to be found in the late Dwight Morrow, Ambassador. to
Mexico. He really learned to Enow and love the Mexican
people. He made every effort to interpret their art and lit-
erature to our people, and the result was more harmonious
relations with Mexico. . -
The more or less automatic channels through which
social and cultural propaganda may be spread are music,

https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmq/vol3/iss2/5 ’ " 2
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art, literature, the préss, commerce, t avel radio, and mo-
tion pictures. The lunusual develop ent within recent
“years of the opportumty for cultural.e; change by means of
these various agencies is most encour: gmg, but there still

ooooo

remam vast poss1b1h ies tfor 1mprove ent in the case of

The voluntary sp anflels through: -| which universities .
may carry on the wo k of cultural ex,ange are numerous.
Perhaps a list of the most outstanding {should include: The
Institiite of Internati ;nal Educatlon 'he Institute of Intel:
lectual Co-operation of the Pan-Amerigan Unlon The Gug- -
genheim’ Foundation, The Pan-A 5 ican Institute of
Geography and History, The Carnegi¢//Endowment for In-
ternational Peace, The Carnegie Insti t_tlon of Washington,
The Rockefeller Foundatlon, The ‘.x 1can Association of
Umversﬂcy Professors,. The American nbrary Association’s
' Committee on Library Co-operation wifh Hispanic Peoples,
The American Federation of Art, The International Con-
gress of Amerlcamsw ‘The Associatio

h of American Mu-
rseums, the various summer schools, T

& Institute-of World

’ ’Aﬂ"alrs Riverside, and similar institutds in other universi-

tles and colleges. ‘

. It is not the purpose of thls papet
talled history, orgamzatlon, and wor
agencies. Such - facts, f not ~ well )
available. I do w1sh however, to point out the need for
much greater accomp ishments i have as yet
resulted from the combined work of all of these agencies -
and to indieate also how educational |institutions in the .
Amerlcan Southwestf ma render greteg gervice in this im-

S

m enter into the dé- .
of these important
known, are easily

‘nge of stu'dnt{'s the net results to
ari students studying
United States, with
 our students studying in the in-
d nb one would for a

In the field. qf exch
date show about 1 200

¢
1

|
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‘moment seek to discount this achievement, it would seem -
- 'that the institutions represented in this conferenge alone,

located as.we are, adjacent to a great nation like!Mexico,

'should have at least 1,000 or. 1,200 students from that coun-
' 'try alone in our institutions and perhaps an equal inumber

of our students in the institutions of that country., I may

use the University of New Mexico as an illustration by re-
- porting that we have been’ able to make provision for only

one such student. The exchange of professors has been of

isome value, no doubt, but unfortunately such professors
‘are often regarded as mere propagandlsts and 3all their
.work discounted for that reason. The plan could be} greatly
1mproved as Dr. Norton and others have pointed out by
ha,vmg well-trained young professors from Latin A erican
|countries become regular members-of our unlvers fac-
ulties for three or four years. They could then return to
their own countries and their places be filled by other coun-
trymen of like preparation. Likewise, young professors
from the United States could give similar terms of|service
in Latin American universities. Such an interch‘}nge of

faculty members would be a ‘great improvement oyer the
present brief exchange plan, for each of them would take
Back to his native country a real understanding of the life
and character of the country in which he had lived and
worked, and would be able to spread such an understanding
throughout his native country. ¢
. The fact is that with all the agencies now seeking to
‘promote better understanding and good-will betwéen the
Americas, and with all the earnest efforts they are putting
forth, progress is too slow and too meager to warrdnt any
feeling of satisfaction with present results. If we turn to
the report of Dr. Henry Kittredge Norton, who |visited
seven South American countries in the sumimer of 1931
under the auspices of the Carnegie Endowment.for| Inter-
‘national Peace, we read with distress and humiliatign that
‘he came in contact with “ignorance, ngisunderstanding,

https:/ / aigitalrepository.unm‘edu/nmq/vob/issz‘ 5
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prejudice, misinformation, and mendacious propaganda” as
-regards the United States, and on his retlﬁ'n to this country
met with “a similar concatenation of inacduracies prevalent
in regard to the repubhcs to the south.” { He deplores our
ignorance of their unusual progress, thein great cities, and
‘their way of life, and deplores also their] conception of us
as “boorish, aggressive, money-mad impefialists without a
suggestion of culture.””’ %;It is on the cultuzal side;” says Dr.
Norton, “that there is greatest confusion.”,

glf our institutions are agencies of culre and if we are

serious at all about the interchange of the ultural elements
on this'continent, it is obvious that there 1 ;emams much yet -
to be done. It is my. contention that every gnstltutlon in the

Southwestern states| could do far more than it is now doing

to develop a greater interest in and apprec ?.a,tlon for the cul-

5]

ture of those of Latin or Spféinish descent; who live among ™ -

us. Our first.obligation, it seems to me, is to get into real
contact with the Spanish-speaking people i our own states,
and make greater efforts tha,ltn we have ever yet made to un-
derstand their ideas and ideals, and indeed Ethelr entire phil-
osophy of life. We must enter into genuipe and profound
~ study of their educational processes, thelr;folk-lore, litera-
" ture, art, and habits of life and thought. National agencies
and bureaus may furmsh .aid- for such a pi-ogram of study,
but the impetus and direction must ¢ome Efrom within our

own communities. In New Mexico, for eﬁample, we have -

the two peoples, Spanish-speaking d Enghsh-speakmg,
each with its different views of life, w 1ch ;n turn produce
misunderstandings and prejudices. Here. then we have
within our own states of the Southwest thé central prob-
-lems of Pan-Americanism on its social and cultural side.
Why not attack the problems at home as wé find them?
This we are trying to do in New Memco along three
definite lines as follows: First, through an experimental
school for Spanish-speaking children in jthe elementary.
grades; second, through study and popularjzatién of Span-

&

-1
|

s ey

3




New Mexico Quarterly, Vol. 3 [1933], Iss. 2, Art. 5

70] The NEW MEXICO QUARTERLY

~ish history and folk-lore; and third, through the bi-lingual
' club which has evolved into what may well be called * prac- ,
‘tical experiment in the’spirit of Pan-Americanis
this elub, which has now developed into a Bi-Lingu 1 Pan-
American Institute by encouraging the organization ¢f sim-
ilar clubs in adjacent colleges, fundamental questlons affect-
- ing the relationship of the two peoples-are being discussed
-in Spanish and in English by representatives of bo h cul-
tures. The two peoples, both true Americans, are in this
way actually working and thinking together. Such ¢ ntacts
are resulting in better understanding d@nd appreciation and
‘ give reason for the hope that they will gradually mitigate
| and possibly eliminate existing racial misunderstandings, )

| result will grow out of the fact that the work will proceed
from the bottom up and not from the top down as has been

. | the case too often with the work of national an erna-

-1 tional agencies and bureaus. I sometimes wonder (if the

!prejudices, and injustices. Probably the most 1m}rtant

almost necessary red tape of many of the usual -organiza- .

| . tions and bureaus does not obscure the genuine hum n éle-

. ments which are so vital to better cultural understandings.
I make haste, however, to add that it is not my purpose

to seek to discount or in any way disparage the important
| work of existing essential co-ordinating agencies in this
field. The outstanding services of all of them call for the
hlghest commendation.  To me it seems of special signifi-
‘ cance that the Inter-American Institute of Intellectual Co-
operatlon was established at the Sixth Pan-Amerlca, Con-
ference to serve as a clearing house for all, the n
' councils on information relative to edycation, sciencej arts,
. and letters, and+to promote the interchange of professors,
~ students, and research workers. The National Coungil for
the United States, having three" representatives- in the
H,Southwést-—one from Stanford, Dr. A. Coester, one|from -
. the University of California, Dr. Herbert E. Bolton, and one

- from the Civic Bureau of Music and Art of Los Angele 3, Mr.

3
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John Mott—has begun to function, and I|believe institu-
tions in California, Texas, Arizoha, and New Mexico should
fall heartily into Ime with the general purposes of this or-
« ganization.
Furthermore, it is my strong conwctlon that the efforts
of individual institutions in our Southwest should be related
rather definitely to a well-directed and well co-ordinated
plan for this entire section. This could proﬂably be brought
about by organizing a Southwestern or far-Southwestern'
division of the National Council of the. In r-Amerlcan In-
stitute of Intellectual Co-operation, either i dependently or
in conjunction with this Institute of World Affairs, or in
some other suitable manner. Such a regional organiza-
‘ tion would stimulate greater educafiqnal cd-operation with
‘South American countries on the part of all of our colleges
_and universities, normal schools, and state, departments of
publlc instruction. It should make this program of social
and cultural co-operation one of the leadmg objectives of
all educational agencies in Texas, Callformb, Arizona, and
New Mexico. Surely our section of the Umted ‘States, peo-
pled by large elements of Spamsh-speakmg‘ citizens, is the
natural laboratory out of which should evolve the finest |
experiments in social and cultural relatloms with Latin-
American nations. o
As a representatlve of one of the educatlonal institu- .
tions in this area, I present to thls Institute the definite sug-
gestion calling for a more intensive and better co-ordinated
program for all the institutions of the American Southwest
in the effort to advance the cause of better understanding
between the Americas by a more intensive cultivation of
the social and cultural elements in Pan-Americanism.
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