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CCLAIMED almost as a demlgO(i by mllhons of his felL
countrymen, and for yearst'accorded the title of |
hatma (great splrlt) , a title of h nor accorded to\the angi

execrated as anE enemy of the Br tlsh paramount powerjand
‘arch disturber jof the peace by the Tory imperialists, jwho
today .hold theireins of power at «Wh}tehall laughed 3
the conventional “blood and iron” militarist who scorng the |
program of ¢ non-v1olent non- ccr)ﬁoperatlon : misunderstood |

by the Occidental plutocrat, grown powerful by the wit hery

of machine mass production; a j¢ ke to the convéntlonal ; 011- ‘
tician, in Whose philosophy a Weekly day of silence &
hfe of- Voluntagry poverty are unthmkable 2 man of 1

ily and reserves to himself the réght to interpret the anci
scriptures, thdugh he is hlmsel;f not a Sanskri pand it; to
. multitudes of jidealists a new prophets of the, rqt agni-
tude to others a stohe of stumblmg and a rock of offerise ;— A

Mahatma Garidh1 is today onelof the most potent amn ren-

o igmatic ﬁgures that 7ontempozrary society has to 1 ekon'

Wlth

4.

" Whether gth\e reade rconsider him prophet or chan a[tan,
no explanatlorn is adequate tha; leaves out of the’ stor sjthe -
early rehglous development of this unique character. {India
is a land of rellglons and life at every point is condi 1on%d"
by- and 1nﬁuenced by religion. ; From birth to death;) |
act in the life! .of the regular Hindu is tinged with a rel
colorlng s and; has its religious uﬁpllcatlons Unders ‘ndlng

appreclate Gandhl s statement that he is prlmarlly 3

of rehglon, aﬁld only secondar;lly a politician. Some| go to

.
\ @ .

d . -

) o J

w




/167

:
|

| . .
| r

¥ New Mexico Quarterly, Vol. 2 [1932], Iss. 1, Art. 4
L]

The NEW MEXICO QUART

ERLY

‘body of special rules, a creed, a set of cere

' ‘the extent of calling him a religious fanatic, but at least
- a fair evaluatlon of the man must take hig religious back-
‘ground into cons1deratlon For the Hindu,

religion is not a

onies for times

‘or seasons—it is an atmosphere, in which hejlives and moves

‘and has his being.

Born in 1869, of a virile.and aggres31 e clan, at Pbr-
‘bander, on the peninsula of Kathiawar, tLe westernmost
part of India, Gandhi’s religious and spiritual ideals are

rooted in his childhood training. Of striet

indu parenta e,

his people belong to one of the so-called ‘“twice-born” castes,

:the Vaisya group, which contains the soli
of Indian.
igod Vishnu, one of the Hindu trinity or tri

middle classes

Religiously, his people were fiollowers of the

d, who in prim-

itive times was the sun-god. During tHe early years of the

* Christian era, Hinduism developed the idea

of incarnation,

and the two ancient heroes, Rama and. Krlsg\na, who figure
in India’s two great epics, the Ramayana and the Mahab-
Lha,rata and who in the fifth century B. [C. were purely
Lhuman heroes, had by this time become incarnations of the
god Vishnu. The followers of Vishnu, called Vaishnavas, do

. mot sacrifice animals, but make offerings of fruit, flowers,

grain, and milk. Gandhi is today in many [respects not an
orthodox Hindu, as he reserves the right|to criticize his
rehglon and rid it.of accretions, but he doés not disbelieve
in idol-worship, the symbolism of the idol elng of help to

. worshippers of lower s@nrltual attainments.

. His mother was a deeply Ijellglous woman, and after the
ﬂeath of her husband, gave herself even moer devotedly to
religious exercises. She it was, who took her son before a

- Jain priest befote letting him go to England, where he took

the three-fold vow of abstinence from meat-diet, wine and
sexual intercourse-—a vow  that he rigorously kept, and
which he said, saved him from many a -pi fall in London.
This fact suggests ‘another source of 1nﬂu ice in his early
rehg"lous training. The Jains, one of the minority religious
groups in India, closely allied to the Buddhists in teachmg,

! | -
I .
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strongly hold the ‘tenet of “ahlmsa,” i. e. . “absolute h;ai'm-
lessness towards all animal hfe,?' which is one of the main
| points of Gandhl s faith. If alli animal life is sacred,/how
much more human hfe‘? This rdea lies at the base of his o
| doctrine of “non-violence.” : ? .
} i The (ﬁwanshlp, or office of freasurer, of the Porbander
1 'state, had. ‘been held by a Gandhl through two generatig‘
ut Gandha’s father moved to RaJkot a town farther
land. Thig place had a high schooli and made possible ;
ter education for the boy. The father’s service here wat
short by illness, and during his Jast five years he'was fom-

- pelled to keep to his bed. The b y—Mohandas Karamchand
is his full given name——youngaest of his children,
many hours caring for thg 1nva11d father, doubtless learning
lessons in tenderness and self rdemal Whlch so. strangly
marked his later career. |
Gandhi was marrled "at the age of twelve y1ears,‘ and

while he opposes early marriages, he holds that under the.

~ conditions prevailing in Hindu soc1ety, they often terminate
happily. Mrs. Gandhi has been “‘a true helpmeet to herlhus-
‘band, and has suffered with hlmfm all his trials, She Heads
the movement for civil disobediehce among the women,fﬁ \?en
when her husband is in prison. i ‘ ? '

i’,‘

During his high school days, Gandhl, WPth others, l&went

«  through a period of atheism, and” at one time turned to meat-
eatlng to show his 1ndependence but later became disgusted

' tlon This was in 1888 and tho gh it'meant expulsion ? ,
caste to cross the “black water,” he finally had his.wayj and
even received pecuniary aid fronLa the family to carry out the . |

' project. This power of- 1n1t1a,t—1ve and lndependemve iof
judgment have been one of his marked characteristics. He
spent three years in London, and it.was his early promise to
his mother that kept him true tc% his religious ideals. gor a

- time, he attempted to be an Enghsh gentleman, but hig sin-
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.~ among the Theo
- “Bhagavad Gita,? the pest known Hindy religious produc-

- gious outlook, and brought . into his thinki:

cerity andi sense pf humor soon got the u
gave himself to his work in his own way.

;)per hand, al{d hé

.He made frﬂends

ophists, who turned hi

attention ta the

tion of the mtg] igent classes, which he|had formerly ne-

glected; and also jattended several Christi
specially interested in the services at the
Dr. Joseph Parker. These experiences k

from all sources.| Gandhi told his first E
“Even now, I wguld rather live in Lond
part of the world, next to India.”

 After being called to the bar, Gandhi

n churches, being

nglish biographer,
on than any other

refurned_to‘ India,

Uity Temple under .
roadened his reli-
g formative ideas .

to meet the sad news of his mother’s death, which had not

been reported tothim. It was to him a great blow. On his -

return to Rajkot, he was received back info caste, but to this

-day the caste-leaders in"Bombay do not receive him into re-

ligious fellowship.

' 1f10ved to Bombaév to practice his professi

Profesional guccess came very slowly

himself to the study of law and religion,
. fluenced by a

ifted young poet of the

and he finally re-
on. Here he gave

béing deeply in-
Jain communion,

whose belief in a good life as the most ‘essential part of re-

ligion, and whose moral idealism, made a
on him. : ,

The slow progress in his professmn

of making a better livelihood, persuaded

strong impression

and the necessity
Gandhi to accept

the offer of a M hammedan firm with co

nections in South

https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmq/vol2/iss1/4 |,

d this enterprise
The contrast

Africa. The contract was for a year
launched him on| a new stage in his carkger.

‘between London jand South Africa could mot fail to impress

anyone, and on the sensitive soul of Gandhi the acid of racial

" bitterness etched|lines that have never beén erased. Through
suffering from loneliness and from misunderstanding in "
London, due to ingrained habits of life s¢p essentially differ-

ent from those of the Weést, Gandhi, like every educated
Hindu, was accepted as a citizen of the Empire. In South

Ly
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“Africa, the East Indians were an inferior and an ou aste ‘
race. True, many of them were of the lower eastes, who
had come to this “white man’s larid” as “coolies,” i. e., in\ en-
tured laborers, and weer subjectito the disabilities that[ the
- white settlers heaped up‘on threm . After serving their pe 1qd :
as indentured laborers, many of them settled in th,é° cou? ! try
as traders and small farmers ;Lut every type of indignity .
was heaped upon them. | They ere compelled to pay a| dll E
tax of $15 per annum, g heavy tribute in view of the S; 11,
lncome which the generality of hem received. Later, Iaj
were passed demanding [that they register by thumb im { es-
sion with the police autlllorltles ; again, their marrlagesf ag-
cording to the Hma‘u and Mohammedan customs, were not
recognized before the law, so that many were found gpilty
of bigamy. Gandhi hlmSelf though at this time in the ! bit
of wearing European clothes as personally 1nsulte in
railway and in tram cars, and suffered every type of i ‘dlg-
nity that was heaped upon members of the “colored” rices.
. The iron bit into his soul, and he was resolved 'to shake the
“dust of South Africa from his feet at the expiration of
contract at the year’s end. But Fate had a different ta g
store for him. :
During this first year 1n. $outh IAfrlca, Gandh1 |
tinued his study and reading of pthical and religious lif
'.ture, and pondered deeply the, bitter experlences thre
which he was passing.  He Wa greatly impressed by the
"~ writing of Tolstoy, Thoreau, and Ruskin, and studied anew |
the teachings of Jesus, espec1allytt}re precepts of t}ue Se mon' Ny

on the Mount. i |

" At the end of the year, WhEn his contract expired,

- planned to sail for Indian, but Just before leaving, the! i
posed bill for the disfranchisement of Indians as, ‘ub-
lished, and, on the urgent representatlon of his fell w-’ un-
trymen, he eancelled his passagfe, and prepared to de eﬁd
their cause in the courls « Thus opened up an u: dre&ﬁ e‘éd

avenue of service, which lasted for twenty years, i irpg

which he forged his weapon of! “non-violent non-co-o er)a-

(o}
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tion” or passive resistance, and developed his characteristic
theories of life and politics, which he has maintained in| es-
sence éver since. | = | _ :-
Of. this long period of training and|service in South

Africa, the distinguished French internationalist, Roll ‘hd,

" says: “That’ Gandhi could carry on the South-Africa cam-
- paign for more than twenty years Withﬁbt awakening ,iany
» special comment| in Europe is a proof pf the incredible
- short-sightedness of our political leaders, fhistorians, think- -

"ers, and believers, for Gandhi’s efforts constituted a soul’s
epopee unequaled in our times, not only bhecause of the in-

_~tensity, and the constancy of the sacrificejrequired, 'but}b"e-

4

- cause of the final triumph.” (21. Rolland, pp. 5, 6.)

Taking up the cause of his countrymen from the legal
aspect, Gandhi won the case against the Asiatic Exclusion
Act, despite the most virulent opposition. | In every way he
identified himself with his compatriots, organizing and in- -
structing them. 'He began the publication of a paperl in -
three of the Indiah vernaculars spoken by|his people, domi-
ciled in the land, founded a colony on Tolstoyan lines, and
gave himself to a program of education and reform that ab-
serbed most of his income, and eventually took up his whole -
time, compelling| the abandonment of his|private practice.
However, Gandhi"s»réﬁigious ideas had been developing “all
along, and he eventually added the vow of poverty to the
other religious vows that he had taken. ' | . ,

In two South African military campaigns, Gandhi gave

. his persoﬁal_ services to the Empire, for he considered him-
. self a true son of Britain, and he still ha

genuine faith in
the essential integrity of British politicai institutions. and
leaders. During the Boer war, he organized an Indian am-
bulance corps, which served in the front lines, and per-
formed notable service. Gandhi was twice cited for per-
sonal valor in carrying wounded men out jof the firing line.
Again in the Zulu rebellion, he organized a corps of
stretcher-bearers to assist the British. {In this so-called

a

‘ | rebellion, one task of the Indians was to bathe the Wgounged

https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmgq/vol2/iss1/4 -
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saw as never before how the‘ ‘l,se of unrestral ed ﬂ‘ rce"

. brutalizes those who ue’e it. i

Boer was lost upon him, as he saW a small grou of deter- |

mined colomsts, their lees andL children resist the pd er

of a great empire. Their devotllgn, their persistence ml;
face of great odds made a deep 1[mpress10n on one who ’;

weapon by Whlch such berty cciuld be attained. “He’i ad’l

found it to be the only weapon vyhlch people, placed a |
" Indian colonists were, could us@ with any hope. It iw:
© the weapon of the Weald But he ha;d adopted it not me;

as a policy, but: as the most expeg 1ent way of resisting ‘ vil.

He believed 1t to be tHe only rlght method. It shoul( be {

‘also._the Weapom of the strong. LIf a greater conflict

" any which he had led before \é;a awaiting him in\ the‘z
of the Motherland, it was this wegapon which he ‘
to use. For he had no other. Hg was willing t6 work Wi
men who did not share hig faith, $rovided that for the i
they would adopt his method. was prepared to ar

N for it on the ‘griound of expedlengcy, and to co-operate wi

. men who held wholly different iiews, provided that 1:Ehey {
.Would accept it as the Wesest 1Y plicy. But for him it thas |
always been far more than a po ;lcy It is part of his reli- |

gion!” (12. Gray and Parekh. p. 32,) d
It is necessary to dwell on this perlod of his life at spme :

P l'ength, because it was this harrpwing experience, Wlthi its|
yhat

struggle, its study and its mediation that made Gandhi A

he is—the prophet of h new age for India. He suﬂ'gered

deeply but he suffered with his people. He endured impris-|
onment, insult and injury with the lowest of them, bu} he;
*learned that the lowest of them fwbuld respond to his l ad-

ership, and leadership like his. "Pe became a great pat; 101:
“but not in the narrowly national :
connection made him feel that every race had a cantributi

. to make to an integrated world civilization of brotherly n

1 . c #.t

: . is
\

g
!

{
f

S.;

istic sense. His BI%EISH
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He continued to believe:-in the British political system, as
granting the largest degree of liberty to the individual, and
he left South Africa for the larger task of furnishing politi-
cal and religious leadership for the people of India, still
maintaining faith in the essential soundness of British polit-.
ical ideals. What is this weapon of passive resistance which.
had been forged in the fire of toil and suffering during those}
twenty years of struggle in South-Africa? Let us give 1t
in Gandhi’s own words. ' '

These had been published in a small and comparatively
unknown volume by the Rev. J. J. Doke, Baptist minister in
Johannesburg, who was one of Gandhi’s closest friends.
The record is given of a conversation concerning the way in
which passive resistance, or soul-force, became a living in-
spiration to Mr. Gandhi himself. Dr. Doke writes as fol-
lows:

“One day I questloned Mr. Gandhi concernlng the
source from' whence he derived his original idea.

“1 remember he told me, ‘how one verse-of a.Gujerati

. poem, which I learned at school as a child, clung to me. In

substance it was this: *
“If a man gives you a drink of water and you give him a
drink in return, that is nothing. 1

" Real beauty consists in doing good against evil.”

“‘Even as a child this verse had a powerful influence
over me and I tried to carry it out in practice. Then came

the Sermon on the Mount.’

“But,” said I, “surely the Bhagavad Gita came first?”
““‘No,” he replied. ‘Of course I knew the Bhagavad
Gita in Sankkrit tolerably well; but I hid not made its

teaching in that particular a study. Itwas the New Tes-

tament which really awakened me to the rlghtness and value
of Passive Resistance. '

“ ‘When I read in the Sermon on the Mount such pas-
sages as “Resist niot him that is evil ; but 'whosoever smiteth
thee on the right cheek, turn to him tﬁe other also,” and

“Love your enemies; pray for them that ,perseeute you, that

| ' .
https:// digital1;ep0sitory.unm‘edu/nmq/volz/iss1/4
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ye may be the gons of your FatHer which is in heaven)”
was simply overjoyed and found } rmy own opinion conﬁrme%
where I least expected it. The B}nagavad Gita deppenedjth
impression, and Tolstoy’s The Knngdom of God is. Wzthz
You gave it a pérmanent form. !

: “‘T do not like the term “Passive ReSIStance "e It ﬁhll
to convey all I mean. It describes a method, but glve%’”

i

_ hint of the system of which it is only atpart Redl beau
and that is my aim—is in doing Zood:against evil. |
“Still I adopt the phrase be? ause'it is well known ani
easily understooid and because atithe present tlm:e the gr
majority of my ;)eople can-only grasp that idea. Indee , t.
me the ideas that underlie the Gggeratl hymn I h
and the Sermon on the Mount should, in time, revolutioni
the whole of 11fe Z ,j
“ ‘Passive Res1stance is an all- S1ded sword; it ca be
- used anyhow; rt beesses him who uses it, and also }Hum
" against whom 1t is ‘used, Wlthout drawing a df‘ob of bl,%:l)d
- It produces far-reachlng results. [ It never rusts and canndt
be stolen. The sword of Pass1v%es18tance does not req i}uée
" a scabbard, and; tone cannot be ibly dispossesged of 1@ Py
. (Quoted in 1. Andrews pp. 191, 192.)
Here it is nl'ecessary to halt &
. hlstory of Indian unrest. The stpry is given in |
. in Sir Valentine| Chirol’s volume .Indran Unrest,
briefly in Thompson, (23). Jusf a few«pdints
. relating it to Gandhi’s work during and since the
Even before the Sepoy Mutiny ih 1857, ther
ually grown up;: estrangement begween England,
‘One native statei after another hag been arinexed|t
amount power; %,rallroad and telegraph lines had |
.and these moderp innovations aroised question &
ment among the illiterate popul tion.. Mijssion
ganda and educgtlon were pushegi and it seemi
~ ‘ancient faiths might be displaced by the reli !
. West. Of this period Thompson;says, }23 p. 25.) “’)i]hfis
“ period, and its closing eplsode, the Mutmy, is the heroic jage
A7 ) N

IZB '
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~ of the British tr’jadition in India”; and then of the Mutiny

itself makes this keen appraisal. (Ibid..p. 34.) “The war
was without pity, and has been chronicled by the victors
without the least tinge of magnanimity.. It.is certain that

. their version must go. Ultimately the cruelties of both sides -

will rest in the same pit of infamy. The more we hasten
that day, the more willingly we welcome'it, the quicker will
come a spirit of co-operation between Brltlsh and Indians,

- equally guiltless of the crimes of a dead generatlon Nothmg

can prevent the British from cherlshlng the suffering and
the heroism of tﬂlelr own people, and the memories of the

* women and children who perished. Nothing—Ileast of all,

British histories—can/prevent Indians from regarding their
own flesh and blood as genuine soldiers and martyrs for in-

dependence. Nor would any Englishman, aware of the I

truth refuse a salute to such courage as was shown by gal-
lant old Kumar Singh, by Feroze Shah, by.. Tantia Tup1 and
the Moulvi of Faizabad. They are figures as truly heroic as
‘Nikal Seyn’ (Nicholson of Delhi.)”

The Mutiny resulted in putting India directly under the |

Crown, and a new- perlod begins. Slowly the spirit of na-
tionalism grew, with here and there an intellectual renais- -
sance, which developed the local vernaculars, and resulted in |

literature of primary excellence. These movements have

culminated, for instance, in such splendid achievements as
the work of Rabindranath Tagore in the Bengali language,
| first brought to the attention of the West by British and
| Swedish scholars, and acknowledged by the granting to him

' of the Nobel prize for literature in 1918. The National Con-*
. gress, a voluntary body, was organized in 1882, and has.
been functioning ever. since. It is this National Congress - -
that forms the head and the front of the present national- - '
. istic movement, the extreme wing of which demands imme- .
" diate and complete independence. It has had a checkered |
_career, at times giving itself chiefly to measures of reform,
'and then again becoming a forum of violent political agita- .

tion. ' And it wag the treatment of Indians in the British

4
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dominions abroad that"has always been one of the bittereet
In- 1905 twhen the writer arrived in India,

grievances.
'the movement was tinged with aﬁ)archy in the

Bengal; and bomb ou‘;prages almejd at the lives
officials, were the order of the day! The attempt
of Sir Andrew Fraser, at that tlme heutenant-governor |

- Bengal, by the bombing of the speqm train in which he w

"riding, caused repressive measures on the part

ernment, such as are belng‘renew d in that same provi

e — i

province

of the g

" 'today The Bengahs are the most intellectually gfited | £

the various groups in India, and lz%,cklng in the physical gm ]
this

bustness of the more northern ele[ments they find in

shooting in cold blood, (Time, Deic 28, 1931.
" British maglstratie by two Bengali éschoolglrls,

‘method, \rehef for their hlgh-strung animosity. | The recTt ’

13) Of}

Jho came ito

present a petltlon,, is the type of deed that has eh aractenz;ed

violent natlonahsm from’ time to 3;1me, though

first case I recall where women haye been the perpetrato s,

s When the- World War broke 0 t, Gandhi again offer d
his services to the British governrpent and assisted in re-

- cruiting, and in raising funds to Epe loaned to

. ‘_ment ht was his expectation, and ﬁhat of many
Indla/ﬁould be suitably rewarded for her service
~ the fact that Turkey had Qg{ned the Central Pow

- Mohammedans were loyal to the ;Brltlsh Raj
Mohammedan troops did notable sérvme, espect
estine and Mesopotamia. When th;e war closed

hammedans were greatly dlsgruntled at the terms quoted ]
Sevres was'
never signed. Gandhi took this fa‘yorable poli i

the allies to- Turkey and the’ proposed treaty of

for initiating a rapproehement Wlth the Mo

ers, Indi =m

cal moment
ammedass.

tivity, resulting in t
.unfortunate affair at Ar|nritsar Wheré some
were'shot down by troops under

raged the whole - countr§ ‘and ddubtless mar

. Unfortunately came ‘the repressive ﬁRowlatt Act for the sup-
“ pression of treasonable aﬁ

break between Qandhl and the British government E

seneral Dyer.

e still mare

00 Indigns =
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Tagore, apostle oij mediation between the culture of the East’

and the West, was moved to the depths, “He became the

national voice, once again finding a theme worthy of -his

. reached classic ut]

greatness. No man in all India spoke with anything ap-

" proaching his loftiness of protest. His burning indignation

renouncing his ki

representative maq
' confronted with a

terance in his letter to Lord Chelmsfbnd,
vighthood, the letter of a very great and

situation too much for his powers.

n to an unfortunate' man who had been..
‘The -

and sufferings undergone by our broth-

accounts of insult

" ers in the Punjab,[have trickled through the gagged silence,
' reaching every corner of India, and the universal agony of
- indignation rousé
ignored by our rylers—possibly congratulating themselves.

in the hearts of our people have. been

. for imparting what they imagine a salutary lesson.” ” (24

Thompson “Rabindranath Tagore.” ©p. 55).
From this time forward, Gandhi was to become the

' steadfast foe of fhe -existing relationship with England.

~—

He now instituted his nation-wide labors of initiating the

population in the doctrines of non-co-operation, and of im-’
Though he
. lost the confidence of some of India’s wisest men, like

posing his p011c1e on the National Congress.

Tagore, he carried with him the large proportion of the lit-

- the masses whic

titles and honorary. offices, ahd resignation from nominated
seats in local. bodies; (b) Refusal to attend government .
~ levees, durbars, and other official and semi-official functions

“established a personal ascendancy over

is unexampled in Indian history.” (12.
Gray, p. 67.) “At the Congress itself his motion was car-
ried by a majority of 1,855 to'873.” In this movement the
following recommendations were made: “(a) Surrender of

erate classes, and

"held by government officials or in their honour; (¢) Gradual

- withdrawal of children from schools and colleges owned,’

aided, or controlldéd by government, and, in place of such

schools and colleges, establishment of national schools and
‘colleges in the va
‘British courts by

rious provinces; (d) Gradual boycott of
lawyers and litigants, and estabhshment

https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmgq/vol2/iss /4 .
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of private arbitration courts'by their aid for the settlenﬁeﬁt
of.private disputes; (e) Refusal onjthe part of the military,
clerical, and.labouring classes to offer themselves as recruigs
. for service in- Mesopotamia; (f) Withdrawal by candidates
f —  of their candidature to the Reformgd Councils,|and refusal
: * on the part of the voters to: vote forlany candidate who m
despite the Congress adv1ee, offer himself for
The boycott of fonelgn goo‘ds (Ibid. pp. 68, 6¢
It was impossible to expect that the masses of Ind
'Would or could follow Gandhl s idealistic progr
remains a. marvel how extensrvely his fellow [countryme

e
Tt

vmlngled the old and the new, and Who voices thi
- pirations of the 1n1§e111gents1a, and the poverty-: ;
caste, and was able{to phrase these aspirations in a way thaj
‘ appealed to men eyerywhere Gandlhi and his co-workers
. were indefatigable in wmtmg, speaklng and egucatmg’ the
" masses in the prlncnples and in the pi'actlcal workings of thé
¢ program. Deeply religious as he is, t}andhl is also an agtite
.+ politician. Were he is profour‘ld a th nl’i"”‘r, asheis a smjc:er -
“lover of humanlty, Ke might not be so well known, or 8
- deeply loved but he might have avoi led some of the pitfalls
into Whlch ‘he. has; stumbled. ut that is e:xpectmg\ toq
much, and we must; study the man ag he is.. - , |
" As a result of this mamfesto, 1sturbancES of a Very
severe character arose With the bt ycott of British clcvthj.
huge bonfires of the hated material were made. (Thisg
shocked and .alienated many of his. friends—that he sh uld
permit and condone such waste in d land as poverty-strl ’
‘as India. Some @wf his keen Eurgpean critics feel
Gandhi, in this element of his program has been playing i
" the hands of Indlam capitalists, whose money is investeld i
cotton mills, and who are using the present situation i
supplying coarse e;loth to suit the }Popular demand. |
writer goes as far ik to say ghat tha Indian capitalists:

Lot
Y .
; A .
- - +

. N i
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. generously financ
the rich fruit ths
. are entirely driv
shrewd financial

ing Gandhi’s propaganda in order to re%ap

on out. (One is reminded of some of the
ventures that were made by 1nd1v1dual

it will be theirs when British-made goods

. patriots of sgyen&y-sm') Nineteen twenty-one was a year

of disturbances. | On the west coast, the fandtical tribe of
" Mohammedan Mpoplahs attacked their fellow-Hindus, and
unspeakable outriges were committed. There was heavy
rioting in Bomb% at the landlng of the Prince of Wales,

“also rioting in the Punjab and Madras. In February, 1922,
" twenty-two native. policemen were murdered in Chauri-
~ Chaura, and in March Gandhi was arrested and senteneed
' to six years’ simple imprisonment. _
| This trial will probably go down in history as one of ﬂhe
most remarkable| political trials on record. “There have
not been many more remarkable trials in the history ‘of
mankind,” says Gray. (12. Gray, pp. 83, 84.) “Perhaps
- there have been only two.. It was conducted with the most
perfect dignity and courtesy, with the utmost consideration
. of the character of the accused. He pleaded guilty. He read
a statement explaining why he had become a non-co-oper-
ator. It ended with these words: ‘. .. I have no personal ill-
* will against any single administrator, much less can I have
any disaffection towards the King’s person. But I hold it
"to be a virtue to be disaffected towards a government which,
in its totality, hag done more harm to India than any pre-
vious system. India is less manly under the British rule
*than she ever wag before. Holding such a brief, I consider
- it to be a sin to have affection for the system. And it has
~ been a precious privilege for me to be able to write what I
~ have in the various articles tendered i in evidence against me.
““‘In fact, I believe that L. ‘have rendered a service to
" India and England, by showing in non-co-operation the way
out of the unnatu al state in which both are living. In my
. humble opinion, non-co-operation with evil is as much a
" duty as is co-operation with good. But in the past, non-co-
operation has been-deliberately expressed in violence to the

-
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evil-doer. I am endeavoring to shoz-giiomy countrymen MJ;I:
)|

violent non-co-operation only multiplies evil, and that
evil can only be smstamed by violence, withdrawal of sup
port of evil requzres complete abstention from VIOIAch 3
Non-violence 1mpl‘;es Volunwgul?mlss1on to-the pena

for non-co-operation with evil\ I am here, therefore, to il
vite and submit &heerfully to th 1gﬁest penalty that caJn' i
inflicted upon me for what in law i3 a deliberate crime|
what appears to me to be the hlghes*t duty of a citizen. 'Th
: i Ry
M_,,_only course open ito you, the judge and the asesssorp, %
either to resign your posts and thus dlssomate yourself fr
evil, if you feel that the law you are called upon to adminis.
ter is an evil and that in reality I ant innocent, or to infligt
onJ me the severest penalty, if you believe-that the syst i
~ and the law you are assisting to administer are good for the
people of this country, and that myj activity is thereforf i
Jurlous to the public weal.’ ” :
" The: faet is t}tat Gandhi’s patiént faith in the goo )
 tentions of British statesmen had rpached its utmost limits.
Agam and again had promises been{made, only to be brok
or only nommally’ékept When, afts Mutiny, India ha
been taken over b;y the Crown, Queen Victoria had perst
ally proclaimed, “WVe hold oursel els bound to the natlv St
our-Indian terrltorles by the same bl gatlons of duty hie
“ %bind us t6 all our! other subjects; and those obhgatmn 3, 1
the blessing of Almighty God, we shall.faithfully' and | co
scientiously fulfilli It is further our will, that, so far as|m
be, our subjeéts, oi whatever race or creed, be freely and i i
- partially admltted to offices in our service, the duties||
which they may be qualified by thénr education, ablhty,1
integrity, duly to discharge.” (25 Thompson, Hist. |}
~ India, pp. 367, 368.) Instead of interpreting this promi
w1th any degree of liberality, the bureaucracy in India ].f
been as slow as posmb]e in admitting Indians into the Cij
Sekvice. - At first, while the letterjof the law was foll 'w?“_
it. was practlcally annulled in that the examinations wg
' given in England alone, and so thé cost of travelling to 1

t 4
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examination centre made attendance impossible except for

the wealthy candidate. In the stress of the war (August,

;917 ), Mr. Edw?ﬂ\’[ontagu, then Secretary of State for
India, had made ithe announcement, providing for “increas-
ing the association of Indians in every branch of the admin-

stitutions, with a view to the progressive realization of re-
sponsible government in India as an integral part of the

British Empire.” When this pronunciamento was embodied
in a reform scheipe at the close of the war, there was unfor-
ated the represisve legislation of the Row-

tunately promul
latt Act, before
governments for

fentioned, giving summary powers to local

for the suppression of sedition. This piece of
stupidity largely annulled any good that might have come
from Montagu®

*Splans, and so angered the radical elements,

. istration, and the gradual development of self-governing in-. |

| that they refuse& to co-operate in putting the reform scheme -

.. into- operation. : : o
—~ . This reform scheme, christened a dyarchy, divided the
tasks of administration between British and Indian officers,
giving to the Indjan control over agriculture, roads and

-ing” under strict British control finance and revenue, the

army and police, the judicial services, and foreign relations.

Had the public temper been favorable, such a plan might
have worked, but now the reform scheme was laughed at as
having ‘the form of authority, but denying the power
thereof. It seems most unfortunate that British policy has
been generally one or two moves behind the game.

The imprisonment of Gandhi brought abput a lull in the

bridges, education, medical service and excise, but “réserv- -

storm, but after he became ill, and had to submit to an oper-

ation for appendicitis, from which he made| a satisfactory

| Trecovery, he was unconditionally released after two years of -
imprisonment. This was in 1924. On leaVTng the jail, he.

wrote as follows in his letter to the public; {“I had, during
| the last two years, ample time and solitude for hard think-

unity between the races, the charka (spinning-wheel), the

\
| \ ing. It made me a firmer believer than ever . ... in the

https:// digit%&lrepository.unm‘edu/nmq/volz/iss1/4
i
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R removal of untouchability, and the application of non-
lence in thought word, and deed to our methods, as indis-

. pensable for swaraJ (home-rul )fzIf we fully and faithfully

- carry out this pnogramme we need never resort to civil dis

obedience, and I should hope that gt will never be necessaﬁv ;.

tude, has not Weakened my behe lin the eﬁ'icacy and ri

| ger;than war, and while the former, when successful, ber
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‘estness which recognized the depths that are stirred by |
- a perverted religious emotion, ¢ertain of the leaders I

i‘

but I must state that my thmkmé‘, prayerfully and in spli-

be a nation’s rzght and duty ]
jeopardy. I amiconvinced.that 1t;

fits both the remster and the wr| ng'doer, the latter har

_ both' the victor. and the vanqulsh d ” (Quoted in 12 Gray,
p. 126. ) B ! -

It had a most checkered career iurlng the decade, and ican
hardly be said ho have received % falr trial. It has metjthe
same frustratlozn that prohibitidn
and opinion varies a great deali as to its' success. It
been a period of uncertainty, often marked by comm,f nal
strife and rlots The editors of the International Reviei
Missions, in giving their survey %f conditions at the close of
1927 (18. pp. 33-43) say: “The political outlook, in dom

me

ways unusually hopeful is clouded by the andu-MoQIem '

tension which grows Worse rather ‘than better. Betwe iy
August, 1923, and July, 1926\ sp enty-four communal eén
took place, resultmg in the death of 258 persons an(ﬁ tﬂe
wounding of 2,811. These conﬂz;cts still continue, and ﬁ ere
the subject of the deeply movmg and ‘impressive ap eal
made by the Vlceroy at the opgemng of the legislatux
August, 1927. To this appeal, made with a religious e

made some response, but it doeé not appear than any ‘
worthy actlon lS to be taken ” ’;But Gandhi believes in tlt!.e

8

i
\ “+ o

n has met in thls country,~

17



. dreamed of, and which even the Christian
 only hoped for in the remote future
~ idea is today one of the pr1nc1pal barrlers
' forming an Indian constitution.

- reforms had been in a bad way. With th

.

. ¥
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p‘ossibilit& of uniting Hindus and Moha

medans, religious

opponents for generations.
grow frantic when Mohammedans, at t
of Bakr-Id, sacrifice cattle; and Moham
idol-worship, become equally frantic,
Hindus, at their festival times, march
with images, music, and dancing, all of.
by the Koran. Gandhi is very tolerant

€

eir

Hindus, who venerate the cow,
annual festival

lans, who abhor

hen processions of
ast their mosques
hi

ch are forbidden
of all religious

faiths, entirely too much so for the orthodox Hindus, and

given his tolerance,
doubtless become a prac_tical possibility.
nately, in the earlier reform scheme of

Hindu-Mohamm daJn

unity would

Most unfortu-

Minto, in 1909, the principle of communal or economic,

rather . than geographical representatl
members was introduced, which has ‘de

e
division and strife between the various C%Zn{

each demanding adequate representation. S

versus Mohammedan, Brahmin versus non

ant against landlord class, orthodox ‘a
seeking adequate guarantees.
ciple in India was the greatest blunder |

have ever committed,” says Garratt, forme

Civil Service. (Quoted in 8. Eddy, p. 47.)

for the elected
oped into bitter
unities in India,
b we have Hindu
-Brahmin, peas-

inst liberal, each
“The initiation of this prin-

hich the British
ly in the Indian
It is only fair to

Lri)rds Morley and -

say that Gandhi has attempted and at least made a begin- .

ning in a task that the British administ%af

or has not even
missionary had

But the communal

in the way of

The end of the ten year period of trla]j fior.the Montagu-

Chelmsford reform scheme came in 1929. |

‘Meanwhile, the

.é,bstenti()n of the

Non-co-operation party, a large element of political India,

influential, experienced, and educated,
councils. Many of the electors were of ar
telligence. Since they could not read, cBlou
to be put above polling-boxes; and, if t}lere

re outside the
oor grade of in-
s sometimes had
were more than

18
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five candidates, then figures of ammals, horses, and snakes
had to eke out the golours, since many ruril voters could not
count beyond five. The new Mlmfters of the Crown fo ]ﬁld
dyarchy a cumbrous-tool. The transference was not on |n-
tirely logical lines.  Agriculture was transferred, but 1 ot
irrigation, on which all Indian dgr c}ulture depends. The
reason for this was a good one?. Government has ast
schemes of harrage and reservoir; :maklng in progress., ut

. ythe reservation, however natura], was uniortunate. r W
and order was reserved. - So Was% fihance ; ministers off en
found themselves helpless, a humﬂlatlng condition in which
to have to face a legislature thajt was hostile and hasino

. duties but the pleasant ones-of| ' obstruction and jeering.
They could draw up schemes, but had to ask the nomlnafted

" ministers, members of ,the permanent admlnlstratlon, or
money.” (23. Thompson, pp. 164, 161 ) -

In 1927 was appointed the leon Comm1ss1on na:Eed

omvpemessa g )

for its distinguished head, Sir John Simon, British junist.
Its task was to make a thorough/ investigation of dyarghy -
during the preceding decade, and ?(to make necessary recgm-

mendations for any changes Wlth a view to ldrger e n-
sions of self-government. - Unfértunately, being wit ?ut
Indian members, it was widely SE:chotted in India. “ he

explanation of its composmon nce given is that it

not meant to decide or judge, but merely to advise the H

of Commons, and therefore was a solely British and so ly

parliamentary body. It is now Wldely admitted that ithe

appointment of the commission Was surrounded by tactless-
‘ness.” ‘(ibid. p. 169.) Eventualy Sir John Simon iss eda
an invitation to seven Indian leaders to write a joint r

to be presented with his own, arid such a.report Was re-
pared under the chairmanship of Sir Sankaram Nair,
-finished and presented before the 'report of ’@Qe Simon §
mission was published. The Nair report was unaccept ble
to the Moslems and to the Indlan prlnces rulers of the jna-
- tive states. ‘

—

B ;/ |
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It may here be interjected that £he Indian Native |
States, in contradistinction to British India, which is under

direct British administration, number 562, according to the
official Butler report; most authorities saj‘ about 700. They

differ in size, population and in importance. The Kahn of
Kelat, in Baluchistan, rules 54,000 squane miles with 300,-.
000 subjects. Larger and far more impaortant is Hyderbad,
the premier state with an area greater| than that of the
island of Great Britain and 1214 million inhabitants. At
the other end of the scale are minute holdings in Kathiawar
of a few acres only, whose rulers are cpuntry squires, jor

less. - ) Lo

In December of 1928, the National :ongress demanded

dominion status at the end of a twelvemonth, a proposed
constitution having been previously drawn up, which
largely favored the extreme Hindu element. * This acti n |
was repudiated by the All India Moslem [Conference on the
last day of the same year. In February, P929, the Chamber

of Princes passed the resolution, “in view of the drift of

certain politicians of British India towards complete inde-
pendence,” affirming that they cannot gontemplate tralils-

ference to-any new system, “except on the basis of the

British-connection.” In October, the vigeroy, acting with
the secretary of state for India, reaffirmed dominion sta 8

as the. goal of British policy, and announced that after the |
publication of the Simon report, a round table conference
would be held, of the people of British India, the princes,
and the British government. The vic{roy, Lord Irwin,
sought for a preliminary meeting with |Gandhi and other |
leaders before that year’s meeting of the [National Congress |
to be held at Lahore. This private conference was"sched-
uled to meet at the capital Delhi, and enjroute to the meet-
ing, Lord Irwin’s train was wrecked by a bomb, though he
escaped’ injury. The conference proved abortive. The
Congress convened over New Year’s, and its president un-
L;f/urled' the colors of the new Indian Repubhic, white, red, and
“green, and wished a Happy New Year to thé era of inde_pg‘an-.

&
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dence. Later in the month (Ja‘ﬁuary, 1930,) Gandhi pre-
sented his nine points to the v1ceroy, on the acceptancg of
which he would withdraw the ’%;&reat of ClVll disobedidnce,
1. e., the refusal to pay taxes: : These nine pomts are: tptal
‘prohibition; the reduction of the! ‘rupee exchange rate. firom

. tgx; abolition of the salt tax; cut ting down the militar ex-
penditure to half 1ts present tot l; a scahng down of B the
s{alarles of the’ hlgher services; géneral amnesty for political

. prisoners; reservation of coastalishipping for Indian enter-
prise; protection of textiles. The demands were reflﬁ ed,
and the extremist wing of the Nhtional Congress comp flled"
Gandhi to go ahead with his pro* ram. . l -

Then came the repudiation of’f the salt tax, the drar

arrest under anéold ordlnance of 1827, by whlch he e uld
‘be kept under restraint 1nterm1nab1y without trial. Ameri-
.can sympathizgers, such as Proféssor Dewey, Mr. Norman
Thomas, Dr. Jabez Sunderland, a;ld others had denomin;
Gandhi’s “nine points,” social and economic reforms, land
now Gandhi was in jail again of ehalf of his “reforms”!
In June, came the publication of the long-delayed Simon
report, with a call for a round tthle conference in Oct !;

That conference has failed to satisfy the extreme Indian as-
plratlons, as has also the second. conference of 193]2’ i

table conferences is that a new dzream of a Unlted Stat [
India, with a constitution very eloseix modelled on tha |
the Western Republic has been evolved and 1f Gandhij
only restrain the hotheads of the Nationalist party, a i
sible compromise may yet be reached without, the terro ;s of
civil war. The draft of this constitution proposes an u‘ﬁnr |
house of 200 members, chosen by the legislatures of --} ov- '
inces and natlve states i in proporni.lon to relatlve populat

L . ;
| " . h i
.
. \ . <

: 1
i igi tory, 19527 : . _ i
Published by UNM Digital Reposnoiy, 19327 . R
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minority and neutral opinion, on the adv1c of his mlmsters

The lower house
popular ballot, o
involves for the

is to consist of 300 members, chosen by

‘third to represent the native states. This
o thirds, equal constituencies, averaging

" 4,000 square miles, and from one to -one|
posed a supreme

millions in population. There is also pro
court to interpref the constitution. (Curnr
XXXYV. No. 3. December, 1931—“Indian 2
450.) . 3
In the meantime, or rather while the
conference was in session, there came a g
Britain, with the|Labour party violently 1
strongly conservative party in power, thou
Donald is still nominally at the helm: Ga
fully returned home, and gives expression
the future.

With this re 1ew, brlef as it is, of eve

and one-quarter

ent History, Vol.”
Affairs.” pp. 449,

last round table
eneral election in
epudiated, and a
gh Ramsay Mac-
ndhi has sorrow-
to deep fears for

nts in India’s po-

litical hlstory, a few of the elements of qandhi’s program
must be considered from the economic standpoint.
aspect of his work is very ably presented by H. N. Brails-
ford, liberal British publicist, who  hag recently visited
India, and writeg/an illuminating account in “Rebel India.”

(4) To one whohas lived in India for yéars, her poverty

- is one of the outstanding phenomena, and the danger is

that even the missionary and the philanthropic worker may
gradually forget the first shock of contrasts. The most cas-

ual cold-season visitor cannot fail to be struck by the awful
_poverty of the great masses of the people, a’poverty so ab-

ysmal, that it is with the greatest difficulty that the ordinary.
intelligent American can grasp or appreciate it. Doubtleqs,
the present depression, if at all long continued, will impel

‘large numbers of ordinary Americans to think on the eco-

nomic problems jof life more realistically than they ever

have before; andithe problem of poverty and the possibility ..

of its abolition may become a major theme of study and. dis-

* cussion. Tt is Gandhi’s identification with India’s poor that

{

is one element of] his greatness and-influence; the poor can

H
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understand a nian who subsists ¢n the1r fare, wears a bhlt of

homespun, andlseek to come to their level. He is one with -|.

the great prophets f Israel, who throughout the genera-

tions have nursed the “hope of the poor.” (15 a. McC Twn, o

of

Members 0f the lower castfzes live in a conditios
squalor that beggars description. .

the higher castes or of the landltg)r eir lot is pitiable. A
little rice or mﬂlet is the main eg ment. of their diet, result-
ing in a malnutrltlon that is a precursor of malaria, ok-

of

s in leather, get from

worm or tuberculosis. They live on the very margi
m the
‘%mselves, it being a snnt Agr

landlord the. cattle that die of t ;

a Hlndu to klﬂf a cow.’ “India ifs cursed with a superi%lullty. ;

of ‘perfectly damnable cows, a ‘:d even those that still do
something besides devour the a;l-too-seanty fodder are de-

pressingly meagre and inadequ te animals.” (23. The rrtp-
,ﬁlthy rags, living in small-

son, p. 144.) Clothed in a few
‘one-roomed adobe huts poorly
stitious and lll;lterate, it is ne wonder that the: mort
rate, both infant and adult is vej
expectation of |life is over 50 years, that of the ndlzzj
T:mst a little:over 20. And yet to these impoveri: aul-

‘thatched, ignorant, super-

_teachings of Gandhl have penetrated even amongst hes.e
Wretched groups They are leat:m g that non-co-operation

> titudes, there shmes a ray of li 1‘;{1 the darkness, and the .

is a weapon that any grou dopt, and for that r ASON ‘.
Gandhi’s propos1t10n of refusm the payment of land ent |°

- (tax on land)'is meeting" Wlthé Wldespread approval
"South India, in the Madras H;res1dency, 'a non-Brah
party, now known as the Justlﬁe Party, is making s
gains. A great contrlbutlon tha§ Gandhi 1s§:{:mg to 1

-’——&ww
1 e
==

ern polltlcal thought 1s that in n n-v1olent n

weapon of boycott costs them ;and if the Chinese

Gandhi’s program, and utilize iﬁ\ n its egtlrety, they will not-

T
|
1
|

i

b | : |

a tf’cally the slav S of

‘.ty .

P
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high; where a European

n
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have to resort to militarism to maintain thelr integrity.
Oppressed groups in India are rapidly learnlng that non-
co-operation can be used against the rapacious landlord,

the lordly Brahmin, the Kabuli money lender; agamst all .

all oppressors, whether sacred or secular. ;
From the economic side, Gandhi will have to modnfy
some of his views to meet the stern realities of life. Ome

can sympathize with the glorification of spinning, for dur-

ing the dry, hot months, before the coming of the monsoon ]

rains, which makes possible the cultivation of the fields, ﬁhe

agriculturist (amd he constitutes roughly 73% of the popu-
lation) has practically nothing ge do, and finds in litigation j
his chief indoor sport. - Egged on by impecunious lawyers,

Pwho are at their wits’ ends to gain a C%mpetence he spends

his-time and money in the ldaw courts. The statistics show

. a very definite upward trend in the curve of litigation dur--
. ing every hot season. And while the charka (spinning
wheel) is a primitive instrument, there is sound ‘economic

instinct.in seeking to persuade the peasant and his wife,

- idle at this season of the year, to supplement their meagre

income by spinning.’
When it comes to Gandhi’s characterlstlcally Hindu,
and yet somewhat poetic ideas about the cow, he somehow

- fails to meet the problem reahstlcally Perhaps he astutely

conjectures that too liberal a program would mean its entire

defeat. Mr. Andrews, one-time English missionary, who

has gndeared himself to the people of ‘India by a life of de-
voted sérvice, and now an intimate friend and collaborator
with Gandhl—also one of his chief apologlsts—attempts to
illuminate this attitude of the Hindu, and of Gandhi, and

only mentions the other side most briefly. “Combined with '
this (kindness to animals) unfortunately runs paralfel a
neglect of animals, which is due to the extreme callousness |

of poverty.” (1. Andrews, p. 33.) Andrews fails to show
that this veneration.of the cow is one of the chief causes of

that extreme poverty, as Brailsford clearly points out. “QMe :

must ‘mention the unchecked ravages of monkeys and other

124
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wild animals, especially rats. It has been reckoned that this
taboo on the taking of life costs India, through the mainte-}
nance of aged and defective cattle, four times the land-g

" nue, and through the toleration df rats, more than the 1
tary defense of the Peninsula.” '(4 Brailsford, p. 156.) |
Those who believe in prohlb;tlon can sympathize v

Mr. Gandhi’s efforts to wean his people from-ithe-use
liquor and narcotlc drugs, the salb of which is a governn
monopoly. The degradation from these is most notice
among the depvgssed classes. - However the right. to p%c

the liquor-shops,,and to use peaceful persuasmn—en pro
. tive customers to reffram from purchase has beenconce _
Religious men' of all persuasmns are conmnced that
- Gandhi has made and is making a most vital contrlbutlcn to
' the ethical 1mphcatlons of rehglon To Gandhi, rehgnonl I??t' .
“an opiate of the people,” but a ‘fsoul-force’ —catngm —
- that removes all fear, and gives 4 man the moral courage\ to~
_ face 1n]ustlce of every sort. Sherwood Eddy, who residdd in:
India for fifteen years, and wha "has worked with student!{
groups in the Near and the Far! East for thlrty years de-.
scribes his visit with Gandhi as ;follows - “Of four Chr1st3
like personahtles the writer has known durlng a lifetime, -
Mr. Gandhi stands first and alox%e—ﬁrst in utter integrity;
in courage in dauntless faith, in love or sympathy with suf-'
fering humanity, and in boundless self-sacrifice for| his
" cause. As we talked with him [for hours, for"he gave us
most lavishly of his crowded time, it seemed as though we*
were speaking with Gautama Buiddha twenty-five centyried
igo in India; or with Francis ogt‘ Assisi, suddenly stepped
ut of the thlrteenth century; or, %as a trained lawyer, speak: '
ing the language of political lndqpeqdence, yet always in the

Thomas Jefferson. - Indeed, heiseemed to combine these -
three contradlctory men lmﬂne—TGautama Buddha, Fr:amcis
of Assisi and'Thomas J eﬁérson ; (8. Eddy. pp. 80, 31.) '

, E..Stanley Jones, who refused the Methodist episcopacy
to continue his special world amomg"the educated Hmdu& and

L] 3 5
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Mohammedans of India, has a most s‘ﬁggestive chépfer in
his “The Christ of the Indian Road,” (13. pp. 67 ff.) in
which he points out how realistically Mahatma Gandhi is

applying the teachings of the Sermon on the Mount to the .

tasks he faces. “He (Gandhi) saw clearly that there were

two ways that India might gain her freedom. She might

take the way of the sword and the bomb—the way that

Mohammed Ali and Shaukat Ali, the Mohammedan leaders,

‘untamed by Gandhi, would have taken ; and the way that the

Bengal anarchists have actually taken. The fires of rebe;al-
lion were underneath. The flash of a bomb here and there
let the world see in that lurid light what was there. Gandhi
brought all this hidden discontentment to the open . . . .
For the first time in human history a nation in the attain-
ment of its national ends repudiated physical force and sub-

substituted the power of the soul or soul force, and has made .
inward national regeneration a vital part of its program ...
The daily Anglo-Indian paper, the Statesman, after bitterly

fighting Gandhi and his movement, acknowledged in its ed-
itorial columns that Gandhi ‘had put sincerity into poli-
tics.’” - For some politician and statesman to do that in
America would. do more to bring the millenium than any-

thing else one could dream of. Would Raskob and Fess sit

at Gandhi’s feet? : .
Jones wrote those words in 1926. Can this aging
leader—he was sixty-two last October—keep down the
spirit he has called from the vasty deep, and hold in check
the natural resentment that will be aroused in an emotional
race, when the drastically repressive measures of the new
British government are put into operation? Having been

B

too slow with the Montagu-Chelmsford Reforms, too tardy .

with the promise of dominion status, will the conservative -

government now quicken its pace, and grant the new consﬁi-
tution te a United States of India, that will make possible
the opening of a new era? Only time can show. “One no
longer discusses whether Indian self-government is possible
or desirable: it is inevitable. History, inn its march, has

LU
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~overtaken us. If we did not know two years ago that di-

tiny had made her decision, We‘know it now.” (5. Braijl

ford, p. 206.) . ' * 1 . i
Time and space will not’ sufﬁce to descrlbe all of Gandh§

e

work of social amehoratlon hlS campalgn for raising th
untouchables; for the rehef of. pg)verty ;:for ridding India p!
her “slave-mentality.” And no matter whether immediately
successfui in his dreamé of political inde endence or no, the . .
historian lof the futuref" looking back will put Gandhi in the '1

ranks of those “other wise meng” ‘of the East, great social
and spiritual reformers§ who, like Zoroaster, Isaiah, Bu dha
and Confucius, have been mastégr-splrltS helping humanity

_out of its shackles, and; fLoodmg ;the souls-of the down—tr d-
den with the new brlght light oﬁ freedom F -
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