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Too Much Tradition ' s
By E. H. SHAFFER | «

.

OLLEGE tradition is the sent1menta11 that encourages
the student of today to contmue the imbecilities of
yesterday o ‘ _
College tradition, perhaps the most sacred thing about |
an institution of higher learning, ]endb sanctlty to the !
trivial,~the non-essential. : | ,
' I know of no college in the Umted States that grimly
upholds the tradltmn that every student shall learn some- |
thing. ; : -
I can recall holy colleg1ate inj unctlons that men do not
have dates at football games, that they da hot smoke on the
 campus, that they raise their hats to prexy and commit
other absurdities. : C
. There is the universal and"; pious l)etrine that first- ,
year students must be humiliated. It is brdained 'that see-
ond-year students, those who have just le rned how to sneer
at the proféssors, shall be in charge of mortlﬁcatlons
Sophomores are equipped ne1ther by age, experience,
sophistication, nor wisdom to levy even amusing tribute :
from boys a year youpger. Sophomores are at the robustly |
callow age of life. They have just leatned to find their |
way about without knowing. where they,_-are going. They !
lack both intuition and.judgment. Yet thls crew of irre-
sponsibles is permitted, year- -after year in every college in |
the land, to dlscourage young boys who m; ght otherwise get :
a valid idea of the reason for colleges. | 5
, The freshman.-is the most import ht umt in college
life. He is comparatively unspoiled. L " t alone he might l
become a student. He might acquire information and cul- | i
ture. He might justify ‘America’s enor, ous annual expen- };.
- diture for h1gher educatlon '
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The freshm;

frightened toztake stock of his surroundings.

n enters’ bewildered.- He is sufficiently
He is not

offensively sophl ticate. He can stlll be told things.

The profess rs, for the most part shamefully abdicate
_ their offices and [permit the unbalanced sophomore to dis-
courage, humﬂla e, and debase the young fellow who ‘with
proper encouragement might have become sincere.

The inane freshman cap becomes the most 1mportant

feature of first-ypar college life.

low, eager to knéw, when ‘confronted with this undighified

and silly traditi
the whole childis

The freshma

ous. It is simpl]
juvenile manifes;

lege life.

Some day, s
man class with t
the freshman ca

Such a class

has said “Oh hell” and quietly chucked
business.

n cap is neither presumptive nor humor-
y silly. The freshman cap is a definitely
ation, sadly significant of American’ col-~

mewhere; we hope to read about a fresh-,
e initiative and courage to put an end to

‘nuisance.
f geniuses will resolve about as follows

“We, the frgshman class of Podunk, recognize that in

collegiate experi
must decline to
our immediate s
- “We have
steep ourselves i
thé emergencies
to the juvenile i
mind as the only

classmen.”
On the day

nce we are children. Nevertheless we

ubmit to the ultra-childish horseplay of

niors by wearing an outlandish uniform.
tered Podunk to acquire knowledge, to
the lore of the past, to fit ourselves for

f the future. We must decline to conform

dignities that appeal to the sophomoric
method of distinguishing us from upper

that a ﬁrst-year class firmly takes this

position, American colleges will have begun to develop cul-

turally. We can
lege graduates.

then begin to expect something from col-
We can then start hoping that a college

degree means kxﬁwledge and breadth of mind rather than

128 hours of cre

it. .o

#
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‘Many a sober young fel-
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Such a Homerlc stand by any freslglman class will be ;
impossible so long as the college’elders| continue to coun- 5
tenance passively the 1mmature’horsep'lawy that mocks their |

efforts to impose the standards jof matur1ty on cdllege life. '

American - colleges should : commenkce inspecting and

| overhauling their traditions.® Ninety-nine per cent'of them : || -

. are fit only for kindergarten intelligences. Most of them .

are neither sens1ble nor roman3t1c Not one out of fifteen
can be observed without ra1s1ng a smcker for the man or |

woman with ordmary gumptlon i ;
And the person with intelligence enough to grin at an |

amusing tradition will most likely be blgnketed by a set of §

muscular fellows without braln tissue. :

And that situation checks the, problem back to the |

‘question_of campus sense. It calls litténtmn to the tragic = |
erican campus, con- |

lack of “mental maturity. The A
cerned with its trivial tradltlo‘ns, is }/r from adult. The

campus is too often- a mental | nursery;’ For' a student to | '

. show interest in his studies, ﬁor him to reason and think

maturely is quite likely to get him apart as a pariah. Such |
a one encounters the devastatmg c0ntempt of empty but | |

influential colleagues.
I do not know how much blame to ass1gn to the admi

istrations and faculties for thlgs condition. I doubt if they o

are greatly at fault. I thmk aprobably the adults about a
college are helpless in the se/a f 1mmatur1ty in which they ‘
are marooned But so long as they do not help ralse a (,
challenge to the childish. college tradmons that have con-;

tinued through the years, thef can expect no 1mprovement l :

The earnest /need of hlgher educatlon in America is !

that it grow up.  Until Amenlcan colleges become reason- L y
ably adult in their efforts and their ogltlook they will not |

take ‘their proper place in American l:lfe And American’

colleges will not shed their difapers unt1l they throw over- '

board many of the puerile customs called tradition.
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