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- The Story of thé Dlal '1840—44

y -

" huge stack of unsold .copies of The Dial had been stored in
g Emerson attic, and no one had ever had quite the cour-:
age to dispose of the lot. Culhng out magazmes and papers

e Dial were to be. found | prlceless echoes and reﬂectlons‘

- of ,’he most, cultured and splrltual mlnds 1n NeW England ,f
duging the fortles |

* |t From 1815 to 1850, New England was in a state of

rghsition. Commerce was giving way to manufacturmg,.

the smal] villages to the great mill towns and cities.

th changes in 1ndustry, cameé changes in thought Cal-

1ie more tolerant and practica } there Was danger that she-
becomng less splrltual There Were persons who
‘?ed a feelmg of unrest, and- mnde‘red if the’ pendulum

dentalists, |a little grohp of staunch souls 'hoqwere begm- E
ning to thaw out, cast off the- narro"
New England environment and partake:ofes, World culture.

5 longed " 'to proclaim thear ﬁndm? “"_One of .the .
statinchest was Emerson, who wrote in his. drary in- 840: .

~|il - The world is my history. I can as readily .

- |ifind myself in the tragedy of Atrides, in the Saxon
15 [147]
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| ' THE sprmg of 1872, a ragman called at the old home of
LI Ralplr Waldo Emerson, in ‘Concord, and carted away a .-
évy load of dusty magazines. For over thirty years ‘this "

httle quarterly Whlch the Transcendentahst Club had
Spa 'sored and Whlch Emerson Was editing at the- tlme of

; cart Wlthout knowmg that between the uncut pages of

1iSm gave way.to Umtarlamsm, and -as New Efigland be- . + -

d not s\Tung too far. .Among them vszere the Transcen- -
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i Chronicle; in the %’e 18 a8 in the Old. Testament
’ in Aesop as in the | ambrldge platform or the
Declaration of Indepeﬁdence

Of the intellectual forces at work in New Englamd, Emerson
N early discerned the trend. In the first issue of The le he
" .wrote: |

o No one can converse much Wlth dlfferent
{ : classes of society in New England without remark- 5
1ng the progress of a revolution. Those who share '
in it have no external organization, no badge, no
creed, no name. They do not vote, or print, or
even meet together. They do not know leach other’s -
names or faces. They are united -only by a common
love of truth and its work. .
The spirit of the time 1s felt by every 1nd1v1d-_
ual with some difference. . . to each one casting its
light upon the objects nearest to his temper and.
habits of thought: to one, cdming in the shape of
special reforms in the state, in modification of the
various callings of men and the customs of busi-
ness; to a third, opemng a new scope for literature
.and art to a fourth in .philosophical 1nsight; to .
a fifth, in the vast solitudes of prayer. It is in
_every form a protest against usage, and a search
for principles.® .

* About 1835, a group of these like-minded. persons,

“seckers after truth” began to meet together occasionally in

. various Boston homes and discuss the things that lay near-

i % est the1r hearts An interesting little club was the “Sympo-

‘ sium,” as Bronsom Alcott loved to call it. About fifteen or
twenty, never more than thirty of these congenial souls met,
and in reading and conversation - revealed the strides that
each was making toward a fuller and more perfect under-

- standing of the world in which they lived ‘and the relation-
ships to which all men are subj ect. There were no officers,

gonly those leaders that were ereated by nature to be out-

1. Ralph Wa.ldo Emerson Journal, July 31, 1840 Boston, 1910, p. 448. .

2. Ralph Waldo Emerson, “From the Editors to the Readers,” The Dial, Vol. 1,
No. 1, Boston, July, 1840. . ’ ‘
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anﬂ Margaret Fuller: The arrival of Henry Hedge “from

B

th fough the- journals of - ‘Emerson, Alcott, and Margaret
" ‘Fyller, one ﬁnds a galaxy of brjlliant minds and interesting

p

t

| il

. pelsonalities among those who congregated at the Alcotts,
he¢ Emersons,. the Rlpleys, or the Channlngs s« At these

er, ‘and for. whose eccentr1c1t1es Emerson:was constantly
[ logizing and’ warmng people lest they fail to appreciate
 true Bronson; and there was Emerson himself, one of

b ‘E great exponent of woman’s rlghts and in her effort to

shack New Eng nd ' M

-

-i‘rrazme As early as 1835, Emerson had written to

. m nthly magazme very much hke the one that the Tran-

k!
‘.* George Willis Cooke, Introductwn to- the Rowfant Edition of The l
cmnd 1902.
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st iding, Emerson, Chanmng, Rlpley, Theodore Parker, |

INgor was usually a 81gnal for a meetlng Looklng back

ble Bronson Alcott a great phllosopher but a poor' pro- "

; most earnest and gifted of the Transcendeﬁtahsts, and -

\-About 1839, the club became 1nterested in edltmg a

PV
L

f E? herself from bondage of tradltlon and Custom was to -

' Cia",lyle inviting him to come to America ‘and edit. su’ch a .
‘jo. rnal’ About this time John Heraud began to publish a

#
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1 had an agreeable talk with,G. Ripléy on the
times and particularly on my transatlantic friends.
He is much taken with Heraud’s Journal, which he
has read from January last. He wishes to estab-
lish anr organ of like chalractel? among ourselves.
We need such a journal but lacki/the ability to make
it worthy of our position. . There are but a few
' contributors and those are not at all free from the
- influence of the past. Yet such a journal we must
have in due time. Doubtless it would succeed even -
now. Brownson’s Boston Quargrly_is pledged to a
party in politics (Democrat) and takes a narrow
ground in philosophy and literature. We must-
have a free journal for the soul which awaits its
.~ scribes.* ‘ 3 o
Other contemporary magazines were The North American
Review, founded in 1815; The Western Messenger, a Uni-
taridn magazine devoted to religion and literature, and. .
edited by Channing, Cranch, and ' Freeman Clarke; The
Harbinger, published at Brook Farm, and The Present, pub-
lished by W. C. Channing. o
By 1840, the scheme had sufficient promise of suppért
to warrant publication. The club wanted Henry Hedge to
. become the editor but heé feared it would take too much time
from his Bangor pastorate. GeorgeiRipley finally consented
to become the assistant editer and Margaret Fuller was
made the editor. At a meeting of!' the Symposium at the
house of Cyrus Bristol, on September 18, 1839, Bronson
Alcott suggested as a name for the magazine, The Dial; he
‘called his dairy by.this name and|thought it particularly
appropriate for the .type of magazrne which the club was
contemplating. . e :
The purpose of the club in editing the magazine is best
p given in the editorial announcemené which appeared on the
~outside of the rear cover of Thej Dial during Margaret
Fuller’s editorship. A ‘ - <

4. Quoted from Cooke's Introduction to The Dzal, Vol. 1, p. 59.

|
!
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"1 soul of man.

i ‘

I lto occupy a statlon on which;the light may fall;
|
P

b]y PNM Digital Repository, 1931

Preface to The Dial; 5. Magazme for thera-
ture, Phllosophy, and Relkémii WE T
‘e The purpose of this work is to furnish a

medium for the freest expression of thoughtnn the

" questions which 1nterest earnest minds in every

community.
It aims at the discussion of prlncﬁ’)les, rather

. than the promotlon of measures, and while it will
not fail to examine the ideas which impel the le:f- |
I "ing movements of the present ‘day, it will maint
Ji- an independent.position in regard to them.

The pages of this Journal will be filled by .
contributors who possess little in common but the

‘love of intellectual freedom, and the hope of social
1l - progress; who are united by sympathy’ of splr t,
{ not by agreement in speculatmn whose faith is 'n
| Divine Providence, rather than in human prescrip-

tion; whose hearts are more in the future than in-
the past; and who trust the living soul more than

. the dead letter. It will endeavor to promote the

constant evolutlon of truth, net the petrlﬁcatlon f
opinion. S ;

. Its contehts Wlll embrace a wide "and varied”’
y range of subjects and combmmg the character-

istics of a magazine and a review, it may present

and those who search for amusement.
The general . design and character of t

| something both for thase thT read for 1nstruct1;r\

|/ work may be understood from the above brief |-
statements. ' It may be proper\to add that in litera- -

ture, it will strive to exercise a Just and cathqli ic

criticism, and to recognize every sincere, produc--
.~ tion of genius; in phllosophy‘ it will attempt the
reconciliation of the universal instinets of human-
. ity with the largest conclusmns of reason; and .in

religion, it will reverently s2ek to dlscover the
presence of God in nature, ma history, and in the

The Dial, as its title lndl?cates, will endeavor

'which is open to the rising sun ; and from which it

&
& .
B H

{ -

‘l A‘ .
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may correctly report the progress “of. the hour and
the day.’

The Dial was a quarterly magazine and scheduled to
appear on the first d‘ay of January, April, July, and October. N

Each number contained 136 octavo pages, which made for
the year a volume of 544 pages. The ﬁrst two numbers were
bound in pale green paper, and the tsubsequent issues were
‘bound in dark brown. The cover carrled the modest legend
of “The Dial, a Magazine of theﬁature, Philosophy, and
‘Religion,” together with the date and number of the issue,
and the name of the publisher and the printer. The inside
‘of the front cover carried the .tabile of contents for the
issue, while on the inside of the back cover there were
listed from time to time the offermgs of the pubhshers, the
only advertising matter that the magazine ever carried.
It contained papers on art, music, and hterature, especially
German literature, translations from the ancient oriental
scriptures and original modern scriptures in the form of
Bronson’s Orphic Saymgs, and a great deal -0of verse on

nature and other themes attractive to the transcendemtal
mind.® After Emerson became the: editor he added to the -

magazine a section styled, “Intelligence” which was devoted
.. to current events such as the reports of conventions which

%

" were just. becomiing popular in America, and lectures of

“interest to students of philosophy and religion.

In January, 1840, Margaret Fuller wrote to all the pos-
sible contributors with whom she was acquainted and asked
that they lend a hand in making the magazine worthy of

" its existence. In a letter from Jam ica Plams, May, 1840
she Wrote : " [

Whether all that has been said is the mere

restlessness of discontent, or these are thoughts

really struggling for utterahce will be tested now.
A perfectly free organ is to be offered for the ex-
5. The Dial, Vol. I, No. 1, Boston, July, 1844.

Fuller. N ,
6. Memoirs of Margaret Fuller, Boston, 1852, V. 2, p. 25.

-

Probably written by Margaret

https:// digitalrepository.‘unm‘edu/nmq/uol1/issz/l 1
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preséaox{ of individual Lthoug@xt and character. |

| tone, a recog'qltlon of unlvers%l principles will, I

. |compromise ahd that' this journal will aim not at
. ! lleading opmldn but at stlmulétmg each. man ﬁso

.

; |are rather 1ndalﬂ"prent and theré is no great prom-

[ and I doubt about vigorous thomght But we shall
, maplsfest free actlon as far as ¢

SRR There were hlgh asplratlons b
g
me

' las her own wrltlngs were con erned Margaret| FulleJ
:iasured up to the high aim, calm fone, and a recog'mtlom
universal prmclples She was \also successful in gettlng' '
ar?)arge number of the best minds fin the Transcemdenta] ,

own to fame but have since beeniranked as the

k:;gv

| | Among the contrlbutors to -The
foreau, W.E. Ch-annmg, Frederick

1

There are no»{ hearty measures to be carried, no
iparticular standard to be set. gup A fair, calm s

| hope pervade! \Zhe essays in every form. I tr st
there will -be {a spirit neither jof dogmatism nor

think for himself and to think more deeply a
more nobly by telhng him hoW some minds are
. | kept alive by a wise distrust. We must not be S%-
' |guine as to the amount of talent which will
brought to bedr on this publlcatgon All concerrqed

.|ise for the pregsent. We can nof show high- culture

goes, and a hlgh

|aim.’ .
',ck of The Dial |and suﬂ

up 1nterested 1n writing, most" af whom were ﬁ'et um-

eadlqg

l‘t ers sent not thegr best but their second best Wrxtﬁngs to
e| Dial. The Transcendental maggzine served well as-an

er were more ur ent than the desi

nt authors looked elsewhere to ffspose ‘of their iwares.

Dial were Henry D.

Published

in Memoirs of Margaret{Fuller Boston 1852, V. !2 p. 53. ’ . ‘

o) UNM Digital Repositary, 1931%

-

iters and thmkers of the nineteenth century. WHen one
(E siders that none‘* of the contributars: was paid, 1t‘ sSeems

ite remarkable that S0 many writefs were attracted to it,|
d|at the same tlme that fact explains why some of thej

enry Hedge, Charles .

AN
let for thought but the demands\of the butcher and they
| e td build up a quar-|
¥ly based on ethlcal considerations, and the more prom-
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A. Dana, Ellen H'ooi)er, Theodore Perker, Semuel G. Ward,

 C. P. Cran¢h, Charles’Lane, George W, Curtis, Charles S.

Wheeler, J. S. Dwight, A. Bronson Alcott, James Freeman
Clarke, George Ripley and his wife, Sophia Dana, Caroline
Tappan, James Russell Lowell, Elizabeth Peabody, J. F. ~
Tuckerman, W. D. Wilson, Jones Very, and Elizabeth Hoar.
Many of these contributors gave several articles or poems
to a single issue. Margaret Fuller and Emerson, by virtue_

.ﬁof their editorial obligation of 186 octavo pages were com-
. pelled to be the heaviest contributors.

Theodore Parker, with  his sermons and rehglous B
studies was a frequent and voluminous contributor. His'
writings were the only inducements to the sale of several

.numbers. Parker was popular with the readers not because

he was such a great theologian but because he was strongly

anti-slavery. He had articles in all four numbers of the
. first volume and in all but one of the second volume. Among

his contributions to The Dial were “Divine Presence in Na-
ture and the Soul,” “Truth Against the World,” “Parable of
Paul,” “Thoughts on Labor,” “German Literature,” “Prim-
itive Christianity,” “Thoughts on Theology,” and two poems

~ called “Protean Wishes.”

George Ripley wrote many of the book rev1ews for
The Dial. He showed a partlcular aptitude for reviewing.
He followed Margaret Fuller’s injunction that the business
of criticism in periodical writing was to sift and not to
stamp a work; even today his reviews have the effect of
stimulating the reader to investigate the work for himself.

William Ellery Channlng, who married Margaret Ful- .

ler’s sister Ellen, ontrlbuted more separate works to The

Dial than any other person. Most of his writings came at

_the solicitation of Emerson. Among his poems were

1
s

“Dirge,” “Poet ” “Wllham Tell’s Sdng,” and “Autumn
~ Woods.” :

8. Cooke, Introduction to the Dial, V. I, p. 22. = - ;



]

g fombd

Marshall: The Story of the Dial, 1840-44 . !

JARTERLY

‘ L. . . e.}‘
The NEW MEXICO QT [ 155 |

* veloped his own system of metaphysics.
anning favored Rlpley s doctrine of associationism and |
2jected the individualism of Emersonjand Alcott. His best
atribution to The .Dial was “The | ‘Story of .Ernest the
Segker,’ A
ith of religion in the various churéhes was led throulgh.;
¢ Catholic, Methodlst Quaker, and ?Umtarlan principles, |
ipture, soul, and somety, and finall;

extremely critical, and even Chmstopher Cran

T
uenced

The writings of Henry Hedge were deeply infl

‘Huropean study, while the ertlnés of James Freeman
irke and Thomas Treadwell Stone reflected the

senti-
ts of the reformiers of the age,| the woman’s rights
y, peace movement and the antl-slavery agitation.
ke always approached his themes through poetry. _Wil—
Dexter was a New ' England contributor who had de- |

William Ellery

’ the experiences of a young man who, seeking the '

to a love of Christ :
eif. v | |
Few contrlbutlons attracted S0 many w1dely dlfferen_t a
ngs.
2 readers halled the new scr1pture§ w1th delight,

ch was

others -

T o, a collosal head and trunk with hands and feet

]. hire sage, Whlle Emerson himself iconfessed that

of the
Aleott

: vision without talent, and compared ‘him to a mighty

Sophia
ificant

. Published

flie

article on “Woman.”

ature and selected the Ethnlcal S,crlptures

Henry Thoreau contributed artlples
The most

d/the Sturgis sisters, Carolme Tappan and Ellen ooppr

he two, Mrs. Tappan S poems were probably the bettbr
A comparison of the list: of contributors to The Dial
the names of those who met in the Symposium eveals
ne almost identical with: the other, and a study of com-
tive biography would show. other! interesting si 1Ialr1- _
Most of the men were graduates of Harvard Univer-

‘ {
!
“ - !
. i

c
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sitysf and over twoéthirds were either graduates of the Har-

-ira'rﬁ School of Divinity or had studied there. The women

were chiefly teachers whose education in the deeper studies
of ﬁhilosophy and religion was self-imposed and self-taught,

there being no institutions of higher learning for women in

that period. On the whole the Transcendentalists were
young. In 1840, Ripley was only 38, Emerson 37, Hedge 35,
Margaret Fuller, Parker;-and W. H. Channing 30, Barton,
Cranch and Dwight 27, Thoreau 33, and W. E. Channing
22,9 'The youth and idealism of the contrlbut'ors gave to the
quarterly a quality of vigor and determmatlon, and hope
that made it different from other magazines of the day.

| Editorially, the history of The' Dial falls into two

| perhods From 1840 to 1842, Margaret Fuller was the

edrtor, and from April, 1842, until the magazine was sus-
pemded after the sixteenth number, Ralph Waldo Emerson
Was the editor. He was assisted by Henry Thoreau.

! Since the story of The Dial is largely a story of aspira-

tlops, and the reflection of certain modes of current thought,

it ean not be properly told without noting the objectives and

’ the methods of the two editors. Their editorial policies dif-

‘cepted and in the records they have left in their diaries

=]

fered as may be observed from the types of articles each ac-

and letters. Margaret desired a fpree open magazine with -

no definite plan, merely a reflection of people’s thoughts and
reactlons as they made thelr search for truth. She believed

the experiment worth trying. “H arts beat s0 high,” she =
Wrote “they must be full of something, and. here is a way.

tofbreathe out quite freely. It is for dear New England that
I want this review.”” However, dear New England did not
tai(e S0 heartlly to it. The subscp'lptlons came in slowly
aﬂd some of ‘the Transcendentalists who had been 'so en-
thusiastic over the project of the Euarterly were quite in-

dﬁﬂ"erernt on the matter of sending in hterary oﬁ‘erlngs

—_— 1
{ 9. Cooke, Introductton to the Dial, V. 1, D. ft I
I 10. Memmra of Margaret Fuller Ossoli, Bostbn, 1852, V‘ 2, p. 27.

I
!
i
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y times the editor was compelled to rely upon her own
resources- for filler for the 136 pages which had been prom-
ised | the subscribers. Days ﬁlled ‘with teaching and even-
ings|devoted to public lectures were often followed by‘ nights
) " pied with. writing filler for the. impatient prmter
though much ‘of Margaret Fuller’s writing ‘was done
. er pressure and in haste, she produced her veny best
vork in The Dial. Several of her studies which were pub-
1 ed in it for the first time; ‘were later expanded and in-

1nterpretatlon of the nature of Woman is clear, u
iased, and compelling. She made a strong appeal for th
nmpatlon of her sex, and a broader outlook and ppong

@ ;lty for women. Bronson Alcott declared the sex ha
ler advocate !

or two years she edlted The -Dial under the most ad-
of circumstances. The Symposmm had ‘not been: as
ictical as it had been ambitious in establishing a magal
and all too often the two hundred dollars that were al

failure of Munrée,” Weeks -and Jordon, Ellzabeth Pea

boy volunteered to take over the pubhcatlon Soq»n sh

| c?’u' terly became too much for Mangaret she remgnetl and|
" - Emierson,” somewhat reluctantly, became the edltorl. On

i the edltorshlp

2

A :
Published By§UNM Digital Repository, 1931

| printer. |
When the strain of teachmg and the labor of ed1t1ng thel

March 20, 1842, he replied to her appeals that he take over:

l, After thmkmg a little concerning this matter
qf The Dml I incline to undertake it for a tlme

.| A. Bronson Alcots, Concord Daya Bo;ton ‘1888, p. T8.

R Sysyp U} YY)
.

for the editor, went to pay the printer. In 1841 aften |

11
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i rather than to have it stop and|go into-hands that -
i know not Joseph. I had rather have it not be sus-

. pended. Your friends are my friends and will give .
. me-such aid as they have given you, and my main
I resource is to adopt the expedient of selection from

. old or foreign books almost‘wﬂth the liberality to
which Aleott would carry it, certainly to make Sig-:

.
" I 13 ry . H
| nesius or ‘Lucian or Chaucer speak themselves

when a dull article is offered or rejected. Perhaps

i I shall rue this day of accepti Ig'suc‘h an intruder

[ on my peace, such a consumer of my time as a.

(  Dial® ' Lo ' A
. \ :

ﬁis principal motive in taking over The Dial was to see it

continue, and he did not want Theodore Parker to edit it

I;és;t- it become the organ of reformers in theology. In his
diary we find: ! ’

J ~ L _ i '

The Dial has to be sustaiiled or ended, and I

must settle the question, it seems, of its life or

death. I wish it to live but I do not wish to be its

life. Neither do I like to put it in the hands of the

Humanity and Reform men because they trample
-on letters and poetry, nor in tﬁe hands of scholars

3

for they are dead and dry.”

In writing to Carlyle of the|f new venture ‘Erﬁerson

rspoke of having committed himselfi‘to a “necessary literary

i

‘patriotism.” The Dial was. frequently mentioned in the
|exchange of letters between Emerson and Carlyle, and the
IAmerican Scholar was plainly anxious that the little journal
! be well received on the other side of the water. After re-

{ ceiving the first number of ‘The Dial, Carlyle wrote from
| Chelsea, September 26, 1840: v

| 3 - ) :

! :The Dial No. 1 came duly., Of course, I read it

| with interest; it-is an utterance of what is purest,
youngest in your land; pure eijhereal, as the voices'

‘ 12. Emerson"s letter to Margaret Fuller. Qt:ioted from Cooke’s Introduction to
. The Dial, V. 1, p. 92. \ .

* .

j
!
!
4
|
A
|
|
]
|
|
i
!

18. Ibid. -
Coarrespondence of Carlyle

" "14." Letter from Emerson to Carlyle, July 1, 1842.
|

|

|

1

| - and Emerson, Bostod, 1892, V. 2, p. 829. 1
i - o !
j v .

;
|
|

‘ https:// igita.'lrepository.unm.edlj/nmq/voli/issz/ 11
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‘of the Mormng And yet you know me, for me llt |
is too ethereal, and more confessedly inadeguate,
untrue unsatlsfactory, almost a kmd of mockery o
to me.” ‘

E erson appreclated Margaret Fuller’s efforts but he had l
no always agreed with her editorial policy. After the ﬁrst ,
ber of The Dial appeared he wrote in his Journal that f' o
he hought it ought not to bea mere literary journal but = .
th t it should contain the best advice on. the topics otl:' gov- -
‘ ment abolition, trade and domestic life.” ‘ |
?  New hopes came with the new editor. Aspiring. erters
webe anxious to attract the attention of the Wldely known
and influential Mr. Emerson, and, for a few months the =~
editor’s desk was deluged with copy which he could ‘not
. Drint either from lack of space or because it lacked the
‘transcendental temper. . Emerson .had alvirays favored -
e “mg the poetlcal contrlbutlons in The Dial but aJ close

he financial status of the journal was aﬂways bad but
son, with the he]p of Thoreau, who made a house to
ise canvass for subscriptions, was able to tide the maga-
ver for a time. ‘ ‘

eople sa‘rv in The Dial various thlngs Admlrers} were
al*ﬁy enthus1ast1c critics were harsh and abusive. The

ormons.” Horace Greeley, who was just beglnmlng to
dabble in spiritualism, saw in The Dial a profound spiritual
force which mlght be developed to an\advantage In: New
y Thomas Delf approached Emerson and 1nqu1red if'it

H

, 15. |Letter from Carlyle to Emerson. Correspcmdeme V. 2, ‘p. 330,
%  16. |Emerson, Journal, July 31, 1841,
1. |Henry Goddard, Transcendentalism, New York, 1908.
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J of their vices, it consulted their moot

" rior to other literary organs for i

would|not be possible for every number of The Dial to con-
tain af least one article which would be a statement of prin-
ciple, good for doctrine so.that there would be somethmg
solid and distinct for the eye of the reader to rest upon, and

an advancing evolution of thought. | Emerson did not think

this unreasonable.f’
' None of the Transcendentalists

The Dial. Alcott Wrote an English

was really happy over
friend ghat it partook
1s, and was awed some-
what by the bearing of the existing orders, but it was supe- .
‘it satisfied in part the

‘hunger of youth. To him it jmeasured not"the meridian but

the morning ray.® On the other hand the insurgent wing
of the Transcendentalists, the Reformers, desired action,
and were riot content that The Dial [should report the prog-
- ress of the hour and the day alone bdt hoped to make it push
‘the day ahead. The Dial was addressed to a rather sophisti-
cated audience which ‘.ex1sted only in the minds of the Sym-
posium. It revealed a love for truth and beauty but it did
not make the great contribution to human happiness and
-understanding Whlch the club had coveted for it. -
The first issue was largely a Boston book. The SIgna-
ture of the author was given only i in rare instances. Theo-
dore Parkeér’s articles on religion were usually accredited
for very politic reasons. The popular demand for The Dial
was always somewhat augmented when it contained contri-
butions from the great preacher. " Now and then articles
were initialed but more were left unsigned. Perhaps this
was due to the unhappy state of affairs that compelled the
editors to ﬁll so many of the pages with Work from their
own pens. | \ ‘
, The le in its broadest sense was a magazine of cul-
ture and it almedl to stress and stimulate an interest in all .
thmgs which made for a W1der expressmn and apprec1atron ‘

18. Emersen, Journal V. 6 p. 164.
19. Van Wyck Brooks, Emerson and Others, Boston 1927

3
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oﬁ the true and beautiful in life. As Boston turned-te music

gave only another- evidence of New England in [transi-

@

tign, Margaret Fuller wrote of the concerts of the kw;mter

~ ofl1839-40: - 4 |

| |gizing to his incredulous neighbors for the

, We can not flatter ourselves for a moment
that we of Boston are, or shall be for years to come,
a musical people. The devoted lover of art is only
beginning to be countendnced and recognized as.
one better than an idler. He must still keep apoho—

| heavenly influence that haunts him. He does not
live.in a genial atmosphere of music but in the cold

|l |east wind of utility, and meets few who will ac-
e knowledge that what he loves has anything to »do

with life.” N

andel and Hadyn society.

Handel should be heard more, and Hadyn
an ozart and:Beethoven. . The work of true
geniug which can not be too ’fam‘iliar since they are
always new like nature, sheuld salute our ears
| until the noble cords within our souls respond. We

should be taught the same reverence for Bach and
Handel as for Homer’; and having felt the spell\ of
their harmonies upon us, should glow at the mén——
| tion of their names.”

1roug out The le the crltlclsms in art and mudrc were

% -

e

ased not upon a techmcal knowledge but upon the effect

rich they produced upon the emotions of the reviewer.

the wild horse of Heaven,{ and step by step Wlth the

itrance of this era of ease and convenience, the lqehef in
e|proper Insplratlon of man has departed 72 Fmerson .

Published]]

|
|
#ﬁ. 2, Boston, October, 1840.

v 'J 20. ?Margaret Fuller, “Concerts of the Past Wmte:// The Dial, Vol‘ 1, No. 2.

2. Tbid.
. 92. Ralph. Waldo Emerson, Thoughts on ‘Modern’ Literature,” The ’lDw,l V. 1,

. , .
y U NM DigitaLRepoSitory,.l%l' . z
; s

L

1l | Emerson sensed a lack of inspiration in the"?'literature .
the period. “Death and sin have whispered into, the ear

he commended the oratorlos “The Mess1ah” and “The
}Igeaation, '’ which were given the previous winter ‘by ‘the
. i
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was hopeful of poetry for here he said was a feeling of the
One Mind. It isisignificant to note that many of the poems

first published in The Dial were later reprinted in books and
.are today widely known. An example is the short poem by

Ellen Sturgis Hooper. = °

3 , - Beauty and Duty «
I slept and dreamed that life was Beauty °
I woke and found that life was duty
- Was thy dréam then a shadowy lie? -
- Toil on, sad heart, courageously
And thou shalt ﬁnd thy dream to be
A noonday of light and truth to thee

- If The Dial may be said to have. contrlbﬁ’t“ed anything |

to the thought of the nineteenth century, it was, mast ap--
. parent in the ‘field of- religion and rehglous philosophy.:

. Through the Ethnical Scriptures selected by Thoreau, the
readers were given a knowledge and approach to the reli-

gion and the philosophy of other nations and peoples. The _

Orphic sayings of Bronson Alcott were a truly A_inerican
contribution to philosophy. No story of The Dial would be
complete without a few quotations from t Cheshire
teacher and philosopher. }@ ' .

111 Hope
Hope deifies man; it is the apotheosis of the -
‘soul ; the prophecy and the fulfillment of her des-
- t1n1es The nobler her aspirations, the sublimer
her conceptions of the Godhead? God is his idea of
excellence; the complement of fiis own being,

XXVII Sepulture and Resurrection
That which is visible is dead; the apparent
is the corpse of the real; it undergoes successgive
sepultures. and resurrections. The soul dies out
' of the organs, the tombs can not confine her; she -
- eludes the grasp of decay. "She builds and unseals
the sepulchres. Her bodies are fleeting, ethereal. -
Whatsoever she sees When 'awake is death; when
asleep, dream ’

|

16
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XXXIX Embryon

|l | Man is a rudiment and embryon of God
ﬁtermty shall develop ih him the divine image.

gl .- XXXVI Solidity:

Sohdlty is ‘an illusion of the senses. To faith
iothing is solid, the nature of the soul renders such’
; act 1mposs1ble . . Matter is ever pervaded and
rgitated by the ommpresent soul.- All things are
nstinet with spirit.®

orge Rlpley, in a review of “Charles Elwood or the

1

Humanity does not traverse in an eternal clrcle It
1 es in. one career of progress toward the Inﬁmte the
’ Through the doctrine of atonement, Ripley saw
1n§ of-a néw civilization “when man would no longer
rded as the antithesis of good” and when man would
nce man and slavery would cease” -

the first volume Theodore Parker wrote:

God is present 1n man as well as in matter,

the soul is what we call In,splratlon, it is a-
eathing in of God. His action on the outer World
/an influence; on self-conscious souls it is an in-
iration. By 'this he imparts Truth directly and
immediately without the intervention of second
Ea uses. . . .. Since every atom is penetrated and

turated with God, it can not be that a few
El-ﬁebrew sages, prophets or apostles though ever
50 noble, have alone received visitations from’ ‘the
Soul of all souls, and wholly absorbed the energy
iand substance of God. so. that all others must
iwander forlorn or eatch some faint echo of In-
jsplra ion reflected in a Hebrew word.®

\'"Thus. The Dial shows the ‘chankes that were aking
place in New England theology, and the work of - lcott

3. (A. Bronson Alcott Orphw Sayings,” The Dial, V. 1, Boston, 1840,
4. |George Ripley, “Review of Charles Elwood,” The Dial, V. I, No. 1.
5. |Theodore Parker, “Divine Presence in Nature,” The Didl, Boston. 1840, Vol.

Iil No. 1, ) . I
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Ripley, Parker and others was maktng smoother the path-
way and even indicating the directign that Mary Baker
Eddy was to take in a more compleqely industrialized New

' England thirty years later. |

For four years The Dial struggled to “occupy a~h1gh
place and correctly record the progress of the hour and the
day” but with the publication of the s1xteenth issue in July;
1844, Emerson declared the journal suspended. If it did
not occupy a high plaee, it certainly occupied an unique
place ¥and if it could no longer record the ﬁrog'ress of the |
day and hour, it was not because there wasino progress to
record but because The Lyal was not constructed on a very
permanent basis. |

‘Had the financial bay king of The Dial been a sound ong,
it is doubtful if it could have long eontmued Never more
than three. hundred co ies were sold After Thoreau’s
-rather strenuous canvass in 1844, there were only 220 per-

- sons listed as subscribers. The magazine was gddressed to:
an intellectual minority, not the popular mind; and it made
its greatest appeal in literary and” ﬁ)hllosophlcal fields that -

- were beyond the comprehension of the average New En-
gland reader.. The noncommittal ﬁohcy of the editors on
subjects of controversy made The Dial appear weak in an
age‘that demanded an 'identification of all periodicals on °

" the issues of the day, amd when cleavage was the rule
rather than the exception. It had no creed in an era when
men were searching after creeds to support. There were

- too many radicals, ‘“‘come-outers,” 1conoclasts, and individ-
ualists among the. Transcendentalléts for them to develop

- a progressive, harmonious prograni and presently all ‘the
contributors were scurrying off in a dozen different direc-
tions to engage in more exciting if not more compensating
fields of .labor. Stone:- was writing peace sermons for
William Ladd, George Ripley was ibsoﬂrbed in editing The -

Harbinger as the exponent of associationism at Brook
- R

BNy
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‘ mi; Margaret Fuller was m New York. rvriting for
spley’s Tribune; Elizabeth Peabody was devoting her

-2
v+

arke was giving lectures on teniperance and abohtion and

g lab r, and along W1th Sophla Ripley was soon to find- solace
' ﬁCathollc Church | o :

I 'he Dial in its short life enabled the Transcenden lists

in [
to commune with each other if not the world. It afforded
- the 'an opportunity to crystalize their ide‘as and guve a

The le betrayed throdgh all 1ts juve-

{1 1hty, tlmldlty, and convention rubbish some ¢
iparks of the true love and hope, and of the piety

It splrltua'l law, which had moved its friends and

|founders, and it was' received by its earlier sub- -

seribers W1th almost a rellgmus welcome

b
' Th
Sy p‘ sium mark the close of anf epoch in the history of

_1‘

to the kindel;garten experiment; James Fre{eman‘,'

suspension of The Dial gnd the disbanding of the-
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