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By JoHN,D. CLARK o
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RESEARCH isja word which is often heard. Too often it 1L -
interpreted as meaning somethlng of academic inferest =~ -
t0_a professor, somethlng which the millions of a General
-Electric 1Company can transform into dividends, or some-
thmg a great phﬂanthroplc foundation ;can conduct, report-
ing on it in a bulletin, which will atthm a~r1pe old age on th
shelf of hbrary When called by some ‘othef name,. it fre-
q%lently seems| closer'to the daily life of the averag}man
The Los Angeles Chamber of Commierce is interested 1;’1
ﬁjnding more markets for the products of the five thousand
odd factories in the néighborhood of that city. The nearer
its possible customers are 'to. Los’ Angeles, the better the
chances ofsecuring their trade as increasing distance from., =
* that Pacific Coast metropolis means closer approach to the ' =~
factories of the east. A Western customer- is the man the |
chamber seeks to serve. i
- g' .To purchase, “one must have some product with whlch
tp make payment, and ‘it was with a view of finding how |
much produce Los Angeles consumes which is -not made,
mined or grown in the West, that the Los Angeles Chamber
. of Commerce conducted some-research under the name' of a J
trade survey. S
* Mr. Albert V. Weigel reported the ﬁndmgs of the sur-
vey to the annual meeting of the Albuquerque Chamber; of ,
Commerce. In brief, they are in the following table, whlch
gives What Los Angeles purchased last year in New Mex1co;
*»and_what it purchased from points_ east of our state:

/£ From East of

. From New Mexico New Mexico @
Sweet Potatoes ‘. 4 59 car loads = 149 car .loads’
 Vegetables C . "' 214 car loads | |
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‘“ From East of

: Frlm New Mexico New Mexico

Dressed ,poultry * J : - .

| (mostly turkeys) " 68,613 pounds 7,500,000 pounds

Eutter 81, ‘753 pounds 250,000 pounds

‘Gheese _ .o 1,000,000 .pounds
Hogs S [ - 300,000 head

f * Interesting as are thesfs iacts themselves, and as sig-
qlﬁcant as they are, it should be of far more interest to us
to note that an outside agency, financed by far-seeing busi-
ness men, has conducted the research which so clearly
pomts o“ut to us economlc opgortumtles of ZWhICh we ought to

take advantage. _
i More than once men have asked “Of what real good

wlll the Middle Rio Grande Comservancy Project be to us

'When agrlcultural depressian i s so general?’ We have not’

glven our own answer. An outsider has given it for us.
,' New Mexico has yet to' appreclate ‘how much more than
the cost of research it may | be Worth to her to get the facts.
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