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Mom Sings an Aria 

Characters: 

Mom (Mrs. Lowenstein) ................ Mezzo-soprano 

Lennie, her son ........................Baritone 

Shirley, his wife ....................... Soprano 

Cohen, a regular standee at the MET ..... Bass 

D'Angelo, a regular standee at the MET ... Tenor 

Non-singing, non-speaking roles: 

Two old ladies, friends of Cohen and 0'Angelo 


And Cohen's nephew 


Synopis: 

Lennie, a homicide detective, and his wife Shirley come for regular 

Friday night dinner at his Jewish mom's house. Mom had musical 

ambitions for herself and her son, but these didn't work out. 

Lennie's latest case, in which a murder took place in the standing 

room section of the Met opera is discussed (and acted out in 

flashbacks) during the meal. Mom's colorful stories, her opera singing, 

and the standee's fights about the comparative virtues and defects of 

Renata Tebaldi and Maria Callas divert us while Mom solves the case 

for her sone. At the last moment she also helps Lennie with his 

marriage. 
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for Cantor Jacqueline Shuchat-Marx 

Mom Sings an Aria 
Alan Stringer Based on a short story by James Yaffe 
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So for may - be fif - teen years They have ar - gued con - stant - (y. 
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