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Poems from Green Lotus Man by Robert Wilkinson

I
Summer Day in the Mountains

Too heavy with this heat to lift my fan,

I lie naked, beached fish belly-up in the green light

that drifts and swirls like dust falling from the trees.

One final effort, I raise up on an elbow to ring

my hat on the mountain peak, slump back, grinning, pleased,
the mountain breeze curling like hair in my ears.

I
Water Chestnut Girls

Blue water curling,
. transparent moon,
dark light glinting on heron wings.
Shh! those girls we saw, water chestnut picking?
They’re going back now, singing.
Their
voices fly off, white herons above the night.

T
White Hair, Deep Mirror

That image I see, staring back from the mirror.
Thin white hair fringing my skull

falls down my back, then below

like a waterfall, thirty-thousand feet.

Exactly the depth of my sorrows!

I
A Friendship

Flotillas of arguing mallards
row the tall sky,

gleaming yacht of a cloud drifts,
cutting swells of air. Now

I’m alone, Ching-ting

peak across the valley

mute within its stone.

We’ve never had a falling-out,
me and that mountain.

Green Lotus Man, copyright 1982
by Robert Wilkinson; Published

by Spoon River Poetry Press,
Peoria, IL; Used by permission
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