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words by Carmen Bernos De Gasztold translated by Rumer Godden

PRAYERS OF THE ANIMALS

Prayer of the Cricket
Oh God, I am little and very black, but I thank you for having shed your
warm sun and the quivering of your golden corn on my humble life. Then take,

but be forebearing, Lord, this note of music you have set thrilling in my
heart.

Prayer of the Duck
God give us a flood of water. Let it rain tomorrow and always. Give us
plenty of slugs to eat and other luscious things to eat. Protect all folk who
gquack and everyone who knows how to swim.

Prayer of the Cock
Do not forget, oh Lord, I make the sun to rise. I am your servant but
with the dignity of my calling. I need some glitter and ostentation.
Noblesse oblige. All the same, I am your servant. I make the sun to rise.
Do not forget, Lord, I make the sunrise.

The Fly's Prayer
Lord, shall I always go in black for this life? Fugitive from its tumult
on my transparent wings, pausing weightless on my thin legs, I, whom the world
finds such a burden? You have made me stick to what lures me. Yet if I am
caught clinging there, don’t let me die like the poor useless thing I am,

Prayer of the Monkey
Dear God, why have you made me so ugly, with this ridiculous face? Shall
I always be the clown of your creation? Oh, 1lift this melancholy from my
heart. Could you one day not let someone take me seriously, Lord?

Prayer of the Goat
Lord, let me live as I will. I need a little wild freedom, a little
giddiness of heart, the taste of unknown flowers. For whom else are your
mountains for? your snow wind? these springs? The sheep do not understand.
They graze and graze, all of them, always in the same direction, and they
always chew their cud. 1 love to bound to the heart of your marvels, leap

your chasms, my mouth stuffed with grasses, guiver with pure delight on the
world’s summit.

Prayer of the Donkey
0 God, who made me to trudge always along the road and to carry heavy
loads and to be beaten always, give me great courage and gentleness. One day
let someone understand me, that I may no longer long to weep. I can never say
what T mean. They make fun of me. Let me find a juicy thistle and make them
give me time to pick it. O lord, let me find again one day my little brother
of the Christmas crib.

Prayer of the Butterfly
Lord, where was I? Oh yes! this flower, this sun. Thank you. Your
world is beautiful, the scent of roses. Where was I? This drop of dew rolls
to sparkle in a lily’s heart. I have to go. 1 don’t know where. The wind
has painted fancies on my wings--fancies. Where was 1? Oh yes, Lord, I had
something to tell you.




The Centipede’s Prayer
With innumerable little footsteps I go through life, but Lord, I can
never get to the end of myself. It’s a really queer sensationto be a
multitude that fallows in Indian fashion. True, it is really the first step
that counts, or rather the first foot. All that matters is to be in step with

oneself. I only ask, Lord, that I may jog along, one in spirit without
troublesome reticences.

Payer of the 0x
Dear God, give me time. Men are so driven. Make them understand I never
hurry. Give me time to eat. Give me time to sleep. Give me time to think.

Prayer of the Little Bird
(The music incorporates the call of an actual bird, the chiff-chaff.)

Dear God, I don’t know how to pray by myself very well. Protect my nest
from wind and rain. Put a good deal of dew on the flowers, many seeds in my
way. Make your blue very high. Make your branches lissom. Let your kind
light stay late in the sky, set my heart brimming with such music that I must
sing. Ah, ah, ah, ah, ah, ah, ah! Please, Lord.

Prayer of the Dog
Lord, I keep watch. If I’m not here, who will guard their house, watch
their sheep? No one but you and I understand what faithfulness is,
faithfulness is. I take their pats. 1 take old bones, and I am pleased.
Sometimes they kick me and spurn me, but none of that matters. Still I keep
watch. May I not die till all danger for them is driven away.

The Beaver’s Prayer

To build, Lord, that is a vocation. I speak of my passion architecture.
Of course one should build on a rock, but what fillip is there in doing
anything easy? My element is to struggle--it is water that allures--and tell
me to build a safe and steady house on the moving stream of a river--moving as
life does, swiftly--what an adventure! With patience and ingenuity one can do
anything. But I am one who loves to swim against the current, to build
something lasting--and all my own work--at the very core of life. And if You
give me living water, I would build Your paradise for You.
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