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The Waking 

SATB 

Available from Yelton Rhodes Music YR6019 
Theodore Roethke Alan Stringer 

website: www.yrmusic.com 
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"The Waking," copyright 1953 by Theodore Roethke, from COLLECTED POEMS OF THEODORE ROETHKE 
by Theodore Roethke. Used by permission of Doubleday. a division of Random House, Inc. 
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go - ing where I have to go.__ We think by feel- ing._ What is there to 

go - ing where I to We think by feel- ing, feel ing. What is there to 

go - ing where I have___ to go. We think by feel- ing. feel ing. What is there to 

go - ing where I have___ to go.__ We think by feel- ing, feel ing. What is there to 
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--------­I hear my be- ing dance from ear to ear.______ I wake to 
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I hear my be - ing dance from ear to ear. I wake to sleep. I wake to 
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© Alan Stringer 1997 
~$(!tting by JMOUNA@UNM.EDU 

PO Box 4603 Alb. NM 87196 

mailto:JMOUNA@UNM.EDU


3 

3 It I 

t 

sleep, 
, ~ 

.. ... .. ... .. 
and take my wa - king 

~. 

slow. 

... .. 
Of those 

.. 
so close be - side 

... 
me, 

... 
which 

.. 
are 

., ... 
sleep. 

~ 

.. ... .. ... .. 
and take my wa - king 

~. 

slow. 
... ' ~ 
Of those 

~ 
so 

.. .. .. 
close be - side -

... 
me, 

I 

... 
which 

.. 
are 

,., 
sleep. 

I I 

00 slow. Of those so_ 
I 

close be - side me, which are 

- - - - -

-


....... 
 ~ 
sleep, 00 slow. Of those_ so- close be - side me. which are 

13 .II -\ . 
tJ r' 

J 
( . 

p uu r= ~f f f U r 
~...-- J :J J. h I ~ rJ 

-
r t.J 
J t::::1 

-.......
1 '''---I U ~ = 

6 .II 

t 
.., 

you? 

, II 

~ -----.:;' 

you?_ 

, ~ I 

" you? 

you? 

6 .II 

( 
tJ VI r 

J 
! 

L i 
spz 1":\ 

Y ......, --..; ­

God bless the Ground! I shall walk soft-ly there_ 

--­ ~ sp!, 1":\ 

~ 
bless_ tbe_ Ground!God_ I shall walk 

~ 

..... I 

God__ bless the 

God bless the 

, I 

r-...--r ~r6d
fJlj J J 

~ 

....., 
Ground!_ I shall walk 

. 
Ground! I shall walk 

r 

. 
~ r 

IT.r: ~ 

.. "C:..--"" • 

soft-Iy there__ 

sp~ 
l 

1"':\ 

soft-ly there_ 

spz _ 1"':\ 

. 
soft-ly there_ 

spr-, 
1"':\ 

LJ j"":::::'-j: 

r-
J---I 

. 

.. ... OF 

and learn by 

.. ... .. 
and learn by 

.. ... .. 
and learn by 

........., 
,.. 

and learn by 

p U 
"'­ ,........, 

-II I I I I y '--'" 

© Alan Stringer 1997 
Typesetting by JMOUNA@UNM.EDU 


PO Box 4663 Alb. NM 87196 


mailto:JMOUNA@UNM.EDU


4 

» 

- - -~ 
go - ing where I have to go. Light takes the tree, but who can tell us 
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