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The Waking 
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Available from Yelton Rhodes Music YR6019 
Theodore Roethke Alan Stringer 

website: www.yrmusic.com 
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"The Waking," copyright 1953 by Theodore Roethke, from COLLECTED POEMS OF THEODORE ROETHKE 
by Theodore Roethke. Used by permission of Doubleday. a division of Random House, Inc. 
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go - ing where I have to go.__ We think by feel- ing._ What is there to 

go - ing where I to We think by feel- ing, feel ing. What is there to 

go - ing where I have___ to go. We think by feel- ing. feel ing. What is there to 

go - ing where I have___ to go.__ We think by feel- ing, feel ing. What is there to 
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--------I hear my be- ing dance from ear to ear.______ I wake to 

---------to know? I hear my be- ing dance from ear to ear._______ I wake to 
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I hear my be - ing dance from ear to ear. I wake to sleep. I wake to 
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© Alan Stringer 1997 
~$(!tting by JMOUNA@UNM.EDU 

PO Box 4603 Alb. NM 87196 

mailto:JMOUNA@UNM.EDU


3 

3 It I 

t 

sleep, 
, ~ 

.. ... .. ... .. 
and take my wa - king 

~. 

slow. 

... .. 
Of those 

.. 
so close be - side 

... 
me, 

... 
which 

.. 
are 

., ... 
sleep. 

~ 

.. ... .. ... .. 
and take my wa - king 

~. 

slow. 
... ' ~ 
Of those 

~ 
so 

.. .. .. 
close be - side -

... 
me, 

I 

... 
which 

.. 
are 

,., 
sleep. 

I I 

00 slow. Of those so_ 
I 

close be - side me, which are 

- - - - -

-


....... 
 ~ 
sleep, 00 slow. Of those_ so- close be - side me. which are 

13 .II -\ . 
tJ r' 

J 
( . 

p uu r= ~f f f U r 
~...-- J :J J. h I ~ rJ 

-
r t.J 
J t::::1 

-.......
1 '''---I U ~ = 

6 .II 

t 
.., 

you? 

, II 

~ -----.:;' 

you?_ 

, ~ I 

" you? 

you? 

6 .II 

( 
tJ VI r 

J 
! 

L i 
spz 1":\ 

Y ......, --..; 

God bless the Ground! I shall walk soft-ly there_ 

-- ~ sp!, 1":\ 

~ 
bless_ tbe_ Ground!God_ I shall walk 

~ 

..... I 

God__ bless the 

God bless the 

, I 

r-...--r ~r6d
fJlj J J 

~ 

....., 
Ground!_ I shall walk 

. 
Ground! I shall walk 

r 

. 
~ r 

IT.r: ~ 

.. "C:..--"" • 

soft-Iy there__ 

sp~ 
l 

1"':\ 

soft-ly there_ 

spz _ 1"':\ 

. 
soft-ly there_ 

spr-, 
1"':\ 

LJ j"":::::'-j: 

r-
J---I 

. 

.. ... OF 

and learn by 

.. ... .. 
and learn by 

.. ... .. 
and learn by 

........., 
,.. 

and learn by 

p U 
"' ,........, 

-II I I I I y '--'" 

© Alan Stringer 1997 
Typesetting by JMOUNA@UNM.EDU 


PO Box 4663 Alb. NM 87196 


mailto:JMOUNA@UNM.EDU


4 

» 

- - -~ 
go - ing where I have to go. Light takes the tree, but who can tell us 

:::::::::=- ifZ 
» 

, 

I » 

.. .. 
go - ing 

.. .. ... 
where I have to 

.......-! -
•......:!! 

go. 

1":\ 

71i~ 
., 

Light 

~ tft 

.. ., 
takes the tree, but who can tell us 

" go - ing 

...-"'! 

-
where I have__ to go. Light 

==----= ifZ 

-
takes the tree, 

~ 

but who can tell us 

~ 

go - ing where I have to go._ Light takes the tree, but who can tell us 

rtt. :::::::::=-~ ,....,
9 » 1":\ 1":\ r--1 1\ r-'1 

:::::;;;..; rI I..-rl,.......J L....I 


19 

( 
.; u 

I 11 11 r1 J1 
I 

. 

r 

H I 

.U j: p ~1 P ~ W w 
f, ~ 1> i--n n n 

{ 

12» 

• how? 
who can 

» 

.; 
how? 

» 

" how? 

..... 

how? 

~» .Jri, 
tJ 

J: 
I 

-
tell us how? 

r-"1 

......... 
., -

The low - ly worm climb up a wind- ing 

- -. 
., ., ., 

The low - ly worm climb up a wind- ing 

- ..... -
The low - ly worm climb up a wind- ing 

A .. .. ,. .

The low - ly worm climb up a wind- ing 

7 P 
~ 

7 

~ r--, 

w l r 
~nn ~ ~ 

p 

• .. • 
stair. I wake to 

2.. 

., .. ., 
stair. I wake to 

~ p 

....., 
stair. 

P 

stair. 

p 

r:1 15 7 D U 

@Alan Stringer 1997 
Typesetting by JMOUNA@UNM.EDU 

PO Box 4663 Alb. NM 87196 

mailto:JMOUNA@UNM.EDU


28 

5 

J.5, 1":\ f VBI}' slightly faster 

t.J 

II 

v 

II 

.. 
sle.ef and 

.' .. 
sleep and 

• .. . • 
u.Kt. "'j kia- Ki nc;, 

• .. • .. 
take my wa  king 

;;, 
slow. 

1":\ 

-~. 
slow, 

1":\ 

f 

f 

Great 

11 
Great 

Na 

• 
Na 

- ture 

• 
- ture 

,., I 

sleep 

.----. . 
slow, 

1":\ f 
Great Na - ture 

~II 

j 
v 

I . 

sleep slow. Great Na - ture 

1":\ f Vel}' slightly faster 

i' D U L.J It ~ If i i 

J-:J. r-;-q 1":\ 1 I I 

---= -I ~ I I I 

has an· oth - er thing to do to you and me so take the live· ly air, and love - ly, 

has an  oth • er thing to do to you and air, and love • ly, 

has an· oth· er thing to do to you and me-----___ air, and love • Iy, 

has an - oth - er thing to do to you and me,________ air, and love· Iy, 

o Alan Stringer 1997 
7'jpesetting by JMOUNA@UNM.EDU 

PO Box 4663 Alb. NM 87196 

mailto:JMOUNA@UNM.EDU


6 

learn by go- ing where to go. This shak- ing keeps me stead - y. I should 

,...., 

-

LJ j j ~ H-~ ~ J oJ. 

.11 jl. -  .I ., j' j' p U' 

p:-

.. ' ~S:£ ~ I.....--n 

- '--J I ~ 

1 II - L 

.., -
learn by go- ing where to go. This shak- ing keeps me stead - y. I should 

II 

.., 

II 

.. 
learn 

.. 
by 

.. .. 
go- ing 

r--. 

.. • .. 
where to go. 

-
• 

This 
• .. 

shak- ing 
• . .. • 

keeps me stead - y. 

t 

• • 
I should 

., I 

learn 
r 
by go- ing where to go. 

r--.. 

~ 

This 
~ 

shak- ing 

1.-..1 I 

keeps me stead - y. I should 

-

f411 l >- P 1":\ A Tempo 

., .. - I • • .' .. 
know, What falls a - way is al - ways and is near. I wake to 

II >- P 1":\ 

• • .. .. .. ... ..• 
know. What falls a - way is al - ways and is near. I wake to 

1":\ 
II >- P -, r "--' ....... .. 

know. What falls a - way is al - ways and is near. I wake to 

:--- ::- n P 1":\ 

-know.__ What falls a - way is at - ways and---is near. I wake to 

~lI r--, I" I P 1":\ A Tempo 

~ 

L, 
., I 1 P 

J D 
U 

f 
-I I 

~~ 
I 

n d J 
U j' U D 

1":\ ,......, 1,.....----f1 i'"i 

--- -
© Alan Stringer 1997 

Typesetting by JMOUNA@UNM.EDU 
PO Box 4663 Alb. NM 87196 

mailto:JMOUNA@UNM.EDU


7 

711 

t 

II_ 

• .. 
sleep. and take my wa-king slow. 

1"':\ 

/':' 

/1 .. 

.. 
I learn by 

/I 

• • • • 
go - ing where I have to go. 

t 

, ..lI 

~"-,J"7I" v.. 

sleep,_ and take my wa-king slow. 

.J' 

t::': 

.. .. .. 
I learn by 

III. -

.. .. .. .. .. 
go - ing where I have to 

I -
where I have to go. 

f 

. 

I 

sleep, slow. 

/;' 

-
I learn by 

/I 

I I -
go - ing where_I have to go. 

I wake to sleep. 00_ I learn by go - ing where I have to go. 

Fli 1"':\ II I 

I 
tt) 

t 

~UUU r-~ D U r r r' ~ U 
I ~ h h n ~rn r0~ J 

U WI 

1 1'-"'1wu I.....J II 

© Alan Stringer 1997 
Typesetting by JMOUNA@UNM.EDU 

PO Box 4663 Alb. NM 87196 

mailto:JMOUNA@UNM.EDU

	University of New Mexico
	UNM Digital Repository
	1997

	The Waking
	Alan Stringer
	Theodore Roethke
	Recommended Citation


	tmp.1479857407.pdf.248BM

