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Abstract  11 

Despite the prevalence of vibration produced by anthropogenic activities impacting the 12 

seabed there are few data and little information as to whether these are detected by 13 

crustaceans and whether they interfere with their behaviour. Here the sensitivity of 14 

unconditioned Pagurus bernhardus to substrate-borne vibration was quantified by 15 

exposure to sinusoidal vibrations of 5 – 410 Hz of varied amplitudes using the staircase 16 

method of threshold determination, with threshold representing the detection of the 17 

response and two behavioural responses used as reception indicators: movement of the 18 

second antenna and onset or cessation of locomotion. Thresholds were compared to 19 

measured vibrations close to anthropogenic operations and to the time in captivity prior to 20 

tests. Behaviour varied according to the strength of the stimulus with a significant 21 

difference in average threshold values between the two behavioural indicators, although 22 

there was overlap between the two, with overall sensitivity ranging from 0.09 – 0.44 m s-2 23 

(root mean squared, RMS).  Crabs of shortest duration in captivity prior to tests had 24 

significantly greater sensitivity to vibration, down to 0.02 m s-2 (RMS). The sensitivity of P. 25 

bernhardus fell well within the range of vibrations measured near anthropogenic 26 

operations. The data indicate that anthropogenic substrate-borne vibrations have a clear 27 

effect on the behaviour of a common marine crustacean. The study emphasises that 28 

these vibrations are an important component of noise pollution that requires further 29 

attention to understand the long term effects on marine crustaceans. 30 
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1. Introduction  33 

There is an increasing concern that man-made noise is having a marine ecological 34 

impact, hence its inclusion in the OSPAR and HELCOM Regional Seas Conventions and 35 

within the European Marine Strategy Framework Directive (2010), which includes noise as 36 

a Descriptor to achieve Good Environmental Status (GES) (Borja et al., 2013). Although 37 

there has been recent progress, there are still insufficient data on the levels of noise 38 

causing injury or responses in fish and invertebrates (Hawkins et al., 2014a; Popper et al., 39 

2014). Within this, the impact of seabed vibration upon marine organisms has been 40 

largely neglected even though many activities involve direct contact with the seabed, for 41 

example pile driving and drilling. These produce substrate-borne vibrations which can 42 

travel as compressional (longitudinal), transverse (shear) or surface (Rayleigh or ‘ground 43 

roll’) waves (Aicher and  Tautz, 1990; Hazelwood and  Macey, 2015; Markl, 1983), with 44 

energy being transmitted in one or multiple waveforms depending on the substrate type, 45 

boundary layers, and connection to the substrate (Aicher and  Tautz, 1990). The energy of 46 

low frequency Rayleigh waves in particular, may travel large distances from the source 47 

(Brownell, 1977), trapped within the surface seabed with minimal attenuation (Hazelwood 48 

and  Macey, 2015). Thus animals may detect, and be affected by vibration at large 49 

distances from anthropogenic sources. However there are few data on levels of detection 50 

and the levels produced by such sources (reviewed in Roberts, 2015), this makes the 51 

impacts of such vibrations on marine organisms difficult to ascertain.   52 

Whilst sound comprises both pressure waves and particle motion (water and substrate-53 

borne), crustaceans appear to respond to particle motion only (Breithaupt and  Tautz, 54 

1988; 1990; Goodall et al., 1990; Monteclaro et al., 2010; Plummer et al., 1986; Roberts 55 

and  Breithaupt, 2015; Tautz and  Sandeman, 1980). Such detection is likely since sound 56 

production is widespread in crustaceans, from snapping shrimp (Johnson et al., 1947; 57 

Knowlton and  Moulton, 1963; Schmitz and  Herberholz, 1998; Versluis et al., 2000)  to 58 
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lobster and crab stridulation (Aicher et al., 1983; Field et al., 1987; Henninger and  59 

Watson, 2005; Horch, 1971; 1975; Moulton, 1957; Patek, 2001; Patek et al., 2009), 60 

rumbling of mantis shrimps (Order Stomatopoda) (Patek and  Caldwell, 2006; Staaterman 61 

et al., 2011) and shell rapping in hermit crabs (Briffa and  Elwood, 2000). 62 

Substrate-borne vibration detection studies have been predominantly directed towards 63 

semi-terrestrial fiddler crabs, which use vibration for communication and courtship (Aicher 64 

and  Tautz, 1990). Thresholds of sensitivity have been determined using 65 

electrophysiological techniques (Aicher and  Tautz, 1984; Salmon and  Horch, 1973; 66 

Salmon et al., 1977) and behavioural observations (Salmon and  Atsaides, 1969) or a 67 

combination of both (Salmon, 1971; Salmon et al., 1977). These studies have 68 

demonstrated greatest sensitivity between 0.02 – 0.07 m s-2 (30 – 400 Hz, RMS) and 0.01 69 

– 0.02 m s-2 (50 – 90 Hz, RMS) (Salmon, 1971; Salmon and  Atsaides, 1969; Salmon and  70 

Horch, 1973) for behavioural and electrophysiology work respectively. Of the few data 71 

available for aquatic decapod crustaceans exposed to vibration, behavioural work with 72 

Crangon crangon has indicated thresholds of 0.4 – 0.81 m s-2 (20 – 200 Hz, peak) 73 

(Berghahn et al., 1995; Heinisch and  Wiese, 1987). Thresholds for water-borne particle 74 

motion have been found in the range of 0.0002 – 1.4 m s-2 (3 – 400 Hz) but work has 75 

mostly focussed upon freshwater crayfish such as Orconectes limosus and Procambarus 76 

clarkia (Breithaupt, 2002; Breithaupt and  Tautz, 1990; Goodall et al., 1990; Horch, 1971; 77 

Offutt, 1970; Tautz and  Sandeman, 1980; Wiese, 1976). Most recently, Hughes et al. 78 

(2014) demonstrated sensitivity of the mud crab Panopeus spp. to water-borne stimuli in 79 

the range of 0.025 - 0.2 m s-2 (75 – 1600 Hz, RMS).  80 

Establishing the sensitivity of an organism to an acoustic or vibratory stimulus typically 81 

involves producing a threshold curve spanning a range of frequencies (Fay and Popper 82 

(1974), measuring electrophysiological responses from individual sensory detectors 83 

(Breithaupt and  Tautz, 1988; Mellon, 1963; Monteclaro et al., 2010; Tautz and  84 

Sandeman, 1980) or measuring the auditory evoked potential (AEP). For cephalopods, 85 

and some crustaceans, AEP has been successfully applied (Lovell et al., 2005; Mooney et 86 

al., 2010), but thresholds determined in this manner are less accurate than those 87 
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determined by behavioural methodologies (Ladich and  Fay, 2013; Sisneros et al., 2015). 88 

Response may also be affected by handling time and the possibility of acclimation to 89 

background noise levels and disturbance stimuli. This has been demonstrated in fishes 90 

(Chapman and  Hawkins, 1969; Knudsen et al., 1992; Peña et al., 2013) but needs to be 91 

considered for other organisms when investigating behavioural sensory thresholds.  92 

The present study aimed to determine to what extent the common marine intertidal hermit 93 

crab, Pagurus bernhardus L. (Family Paguridae) is sensitive to substrate-borne vibration, 94 

and to fully define the sensitivity range and behavioural responses in relation to levels 95 

produced by anthropogenic activities. The data were also related to the sensitivity of other 96 

species to vibration. Variation in threshold was investigated in relation to time spent in the 97 

laboratory prior to tests.   98 

It is hypothesised that the sensitivities of P. berhardus to vibration would fall within the 99 

high levels produced by anthropogenic activities and within the range documented for 100 

other species. However the precise sensitivity of P. bernhardus to vibrations (natural or 101 

anthropogenic) is undocumented, although it may be similar to that of semi-terrestrial 102 

crabs (Aicher and  Tautz, 1990; Salmon and  Atsaides, 1969), of marine species such as 103 

Nephrops norvegicus and C. crangon (Goodall et al., 1990; Heinisch and  Wiese, 1987) 104 

due to similar receptive mechanisms. 105 

Hermit crabs were chosen due to the clear anti-predator mechanism (withdrawal into the 106 

shell) they undertake in stressful conditions (Chan et al., 2010a; Chan et al., 2010b; 107 

Elwood and  Briffa, 2001), and their coastal distribution which means they are likely to 108 

encounter anthropogenic activities. Small behavioural changes (antenna movement, and 109 

changes in locomotion) were used to indicate vibration reception as in studies with other 110 

crustaceans (Berghahn et al., 1995; Breithaupt, 2002; Goodall et al., 1990; Heinisch and  111 

Wiese, 1987; Tautz, 1987), rather than a conditioning approach.  112 

 113 
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2. Materials and Methodology   114 

Hermit crabs, P. bernhardus occupying Littorina sp. shells (shell height 15.9 – 23.3 mm, 115 

the total distance between the apical and basal extremities of the shell), were collected 116 

from Scarborough shore (54° 16' 15.3"N 0° 23' 17.1"W) and kept in a temperature 117 

controlled room with minimal disturbance and a 12 hour light 12 hour darkness regime, 118 

with an average water temperature of 11 - 12°C. The crabs were fed every 48 hrs on a 119 

diet of mixed shellfish and kept in small groups, and starved for 24 - 48 hours before tests. 120 

Partial water changes (25%) were undertaken every 2 - 3 days and water quality was 121 

monitored throughout. Within the holding tanks, crabs were free to move and interact. To 122 

reduce conflicts, the tanks contained shelters and spare shells. Post-moult individuals and 123 

those with missing appendages were not used. A minimum acclimation period of 24 - 48 124 

hours was allowed between collection and testing. 125 

2.1 Experimental setup and threshold determination 126 

The experimental setup consisted of a tank (with external vibration dampening) with a 127 

stinger rod descending vertically to the sandy substrate, which transmitted vibrations from 128 

an electromagnetic shaker (LDS v101, 8.9 N, 5 - 12,000 Hz) (Fig. 1). Full details of the 129 

experimental setup are provided in Roberts et al. (In press), Roberts (2015); Roberts and 130 

Breithaupt (2015). At the opposite end of the tank, a circular plastic arena (100 diameter, 131 

50 mm height, opaque) was situated, within which the subject moved freely. A camera 132 

(Microsoft Lifecam) above the arena allowed behaviour of the subject to be monitored 133 

remotely by the experimenter without disturbance. Sine waves of 8 s duration (1 s rise and 134 

decay time to prevent signal distortion) were presented at 11 amplitudes (in increments of 135 

6 dB below the maximum level) and seven frequencies (5 - 410 Hz). Signals were 136 

generated in AUDACITY (version 2.0.5), exported on an SD card and played back through a 137 

Roland R-09HR MP3 recorder connected to an amplifier (JL Audio XD 200/2 200 W, 12 - 138 

22 kHz) and the shaker. The staircase method of threshold determination was used to 139 

determine the threshold (Cornsweet, 1962). The procedure consisted of exposing the 140 

subject to the signal, observing the response and then selecting the next signal 141 
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accordingly. A positive response to the signal initiated a reduction of the signal amplitude, 142 

and vice versa. This procedure continued until two amplitudes were repeatedly presented, 143 

with positive and negative responses consistently i.e. that the staircase reached a plateau 144 

(Fig. 2). The average of these two amplitudes, after being presented 10 times, was taken 145 

as the threshold value. 146 

[Figure 1] 

[Figure 2] 

One crab was tested per day with the presentation of frequencies fully randomised, with 147 

10 – 20 minutes between each frequency. An acclimation period of 12 - 14 hours inside 148 

the tank was used prior to threshold determination. Each crab was used only once, apart 149 

from in the re-test experiments. Amplitudes were presented two minutes apart.  150 

Preliminary testing indicated that responses lasted up to 1 - 2 seconds after each stimulus 151 

ended. There were no signs of response habituation to repeated stimulation. Control 152 

observations were made during each day of experiments, at a random time throughout the 153 

day, where behaviour was observed when exposed to five ‘blank’ signatures (i.e.- an 8 s 154 

period of no vibration). Results were also compared to known thresholds from the 155 

literature (water and substrate particle motion). To enable comparison with anthropogenic 156 

values, acceleration threshold values were converted to velocity (see supplemental 157 

equation 1).  158 

2.2 Data analysis 159 

Extensive preliminary tests indicated a suite of responses after exposure to vibration, 160 

ranging from partial retraction into the shell to smaller antennae responses. As such, two 161 

different behavioural indicators were used to calculate threshold values. These were a 162 

clear movement of the second antenna, occurring at the onset of the signal and during the 163 

signal (indicator 1), and the onset or cessation of locomotion (indicator 2). Only one 164 

indicator was used per set of crabs. Threshold values were calculated and plotted against 165 
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frequency. Comparisons between indicators were undertaken using a Mann Whitney U-166 

test. Data were compared as a whole and subdivided by frequency. 167 

The effect of time in the laboratory prior to tests was investigated by using all data sets 168 

which used the same indicator as a response but subdivided into two groups according to 169 

duration in the laboratory being 60+ days and < 10 days. An independent t-test was used 170 

to compare values between the two groups both with the data grouped altogether and 171 

subdivided by frequency.  172 

The consistency of response was tested in a separate experiment by re-testing a set of 173 

crabs. Crabs were tested for the threshold (indicator 2) and then re-tested the following 174 

week, to investigate whether sensitivity was consistent within each individual. A paired t-175 

test was used to compare the mean threshold between the first and the second test per 176 

crab. Data were analysed as a whole, and subdivided by frequency.  177 

All data sets were tested for normality and equal variance (using Shapiro-Wilks and 178 

Levene’s) and log transformed as appropriate to fulfil the assumption of parametric tests. 179 

Where this was not possible non-parametric tests were used.  180 

2.3 Stimulus analysis  181 

Full details of stimulus measurement and analysis are provided in Roberts et al. (in press) 182 

and Roberts (2015). A piezo-electric accelerometer (Brüel & Kjær, type 4333, 20.6 mV/g, 183 

with type 2635 charge amplifier) and a 3D geophone system (Sensor Nederland, SM-7 184 

375 ohm, IO, 28.8 V/m/s) were used to measure vibration within the tank continuously and 185 

simultaneously throughout experiments. Both sensors were connected to an 186 

ADInstrument Powerlab data acquisition system and a laptop computer with CHART 5 187 

software (version 5.5) installed, and were placed adjacent to the arena to avoid contact 188 

with the subject. Sensors were calibrated against a Brüel & Kjær accelerometer (type 189 

4370, 80 mV/g).  190 

The stimulus was shown to be of greatest amplitude in the vertical axis, and to have a 191 

peak at the desired frequency for each signal with minor variation per day (see 192 
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supplemental Fig. A1). A sample of background measurements within the tank (RMS) 193 

indicated that there was no significant difference in ambient levels during the experiments. 194 

For this reason the average background level across the experimental run was compared 195 

to threshold values (Roberts et al in press).  196 

2.4 Anthropogenic vibration data 197 

Crab sensitivity thresholds were compared to measurements of vibration taken within the 198 

vicinity of anthropogenic operations involving contact with the sea or riverbed. 199 

Measurements of piling, drilling, dredging, tunnel boring and shell and auger piling were 200 

taken on separate occasions using a geophone (Vibrock v901, bolted to a metal plate), 201 

which had been calibrated by Vibrock Ltd. to a sensitivity of 0.023 V (mm s-1)-1. The 202 

geophone was lowered to the sea or riverbed by hand from a small vessel nearby to the 203 

construction operation being monitored. The cable was weighted close to the geophone in 204 

order not to add any additional vibration to the measurements. A custom-made variable 205 

gain amplifier (Subacoustech Ltd., 20 – 40 dB) was used to amplify the geophone signal. 206 

A sampling rate of 10 kHz or 44.1 kHz was used, well above the frequency bands with the 207 

largest amount of energy, with a national instruments ADC of type USB-6216 and storage 208 

on a laptop computer. Prior to each set of measurements, the distance from the 209 

construction activity being monitored was measured, either by use of a hand held GPS 210 

device or a laser range finder. RMS and peak amplitude values were calculated from clips 211 

of 10 s, over a window size of 1 s. Where possible the data included here are available as 212 

Subacoustech Ltd. reports (East and  Collett, 2014; Edwards and  Kynoch, 2008; Parvin 213 

and  Brooker, 2008; Parvin et al., 2007) or as Subacoustech (unpubl.).  214 

3.  Results  215 

3.1 Behavioural responses to vibration  216 

At onset of the stimuli, or within a second of onset, clear behavioural changes were 217 

observed with the type of response varying according to the amplitude of the stimulus. At 218 

the lowest levels of exposure, a clear movement of the second antenna occurred at the 219 
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onset of the signal (indicator 1). The movement consisted of a ‘sweeping’ backwards of 220 

both antennae towards the shell, accompanied by ‘flicks’ of the antennules (Schmitt and  221 

Ache, 1979) and rapid movement of the maxilliped exopodites “fan organs”, (Breithaupt, 222 

2001). The movement of the second antenna typically occurred once or twice at the onset 223 

of the vibration, but the movement of the antennules and fan organs lasted for the 224 

duration of the exposure. The movement of these body parts was not accompanied by 225 

any other sort of motion.  226 

In some cases a burst of movement was seen (indicator 2), most often at higher 227 

amplitudes of vibration. This behaviour occurred at the onset of the vibration (or within 1 – 228 

2 seconds), and consisted of forward movement until the end of the exposure. In animals 229 

already moving at the onset of the signal, the vibration induced a cessation of movement 230 

for the duration of the signal. As such, regardless of the activity level of the individual, this 231 

behavioural indicator was clearly defined. It is of note that indicator 2 was often 232 

accompanied by antenna and antennule movements as of indicator 1, however indicator 1 233 

often occurred without indicator 2. Onset and cessation of movement were used as one 234 

indicator, but further work could investigate whether the threshold for each was different 235 

when considered separately. 236 

Between the two indicators there was a suite of other behaviours which clearly began at 237 

the onset of the stimuli; these included a clear ‘flinch’ of all legs, and a sudden burst of 238 

digging in the sand. All these changes appeared to be indicative of a response, since non-239 

exposed crabs did not exhibit such clear ‘startle’ type behaviour. In preliminary tests, a 240 

semi- or full retraction into the shell was elicited a number of times but was not common 241 

during the experiments.  242 

Since the responses were clear, it was possible to find the threshold of sensitivity using 243 

the two respective indicators (1 and 2) of behavioural change. Control observations 244 

indicated that the experimental setup itself did not appear to affect the animals, that is, 245 

there were changes in movement, or bursts of increased antenna flicking during the 8 s 246 

control clips.  247 
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On a number of occasions crabs appeared to lift the shell from the substrate during the 248 

stimulus, and in other cases to exit the shell, examine it thoroughly and return. No crab 249 

permanently left the shell, although in preliminary tests involving a stronger stimulus 250 

source this response was observed multiple times. 251 

3.2 Threshold determination  252 

A total of 45 hermit crabs were tested for sensitivity (5 – 410 Hz); 35 of those (cheliped 253 

width 2.13 - 6.00 mm) were tested using indicator 1. Ten crabs (cheliped width 2.13 - 5.9 254 

mm) were tested using indicator 2, with only 5 of the 7 frequencies tested (20 - 410 Hz) 255 

since movement was not elicited at the 2 lowest frequencies. No mortality was observed 256 

during the experiments, crabs were active throughout and fed normally afterwards. 257 

An approximately flat response curve was obtained for indicator 1 with average 258 

sensitivities between 0.11 – 0.29 m s-2 (n = 35, RMS, vertical axis) and greatest sensitivity 259 

at 90 Hz. A more irregular curve was seen for indicator 2 with average sensitivities 0.09 - 260 

0.44 m s-2 (n = 10, RMS, vertical axis) with greatest sensitivity at 40 Hz, and a larger peak 261 

at 210 Hz (Fig. 3). Threshold values varied significantly between the two indicators when 262 

all data were grouped (U = 3634, p < 0.001) and when subdivided by frequency (U = 66, 263 

102, 129, 142; p < 0.05 for 40, 90, 210, 410 Hz respectively), apart from at 20 Hz (U = 264 

216, p = 0.11). 265 

There was no significant difference between the thresholds of re-tested crabs, indicating 266 

that the values were representative of the individuals sensitivity in the experimental 267 

conditions (t = -0.34, df = 28, p = 0.73, indicator 2, log transformed) and when subdivided 268 

by frequency (Table 1). However, there were fewer responses on the re-test in general.  269 

[Figure 3] 

3.3 Time in the laboratory  270 

Mean threshold varied significantly depending on duration in the laboratory prior to tests (t 271 

= 6.73, df =  270, p < 0.05, indicator 1,  log transformed, RMS), with crabs held less in the 272 
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laboratory being most sensitive to vibration (Fig. 4). The same trend was seen when 273 

subdivided by frequency (10 Hz t = 3.84, p < 0.05; 20 Hz t = 2.13, p < 0.05; 40 Hz t = 274 

2.13, p < 0.05; 90 Hz t = 4.75, p < 0.01; 210 t = 2.79, p <0.05; 410 Hz t = 3.04, p < 0.05, 275 

all df = 38, apart from at 5 Hz t = 1.33, df = 31, p < 0.05). 276 

Since crabs of short duration in the laboratory may reflect the sensitivities of wild crabs 277 

more closely (having not become used to laboratory conditions), these thresholds were 278 

compared to anthropogenic vibration measurements.  279 

[Figure 4] 

3.4 Comparison to anthropogenic values  280 

Each measurement and construction operation was carried out in different conditions, 281 

such as water depth and sediment type. In some cases conditions were not fully 282 

described and so could not be directly compared. Frequency composition data were not 283 

available for all the sources, however for the data that were available indicate that, also 284 

similar to the case of underwater noise, most construction operations produce very low 285 

frequency vibrations, concentrated at frequencies below 100 Hz (Table 2).  286 

After conversion to velocity, the lowest threshold of sensitivity (from crabs which had 287 

spent least time in the laboratory) ranged from 0.00007 – 0.00022 m s-1 (RMS). 288 

Anthropogenic sources of vibration which typically produce high levels of underwater 289 

noise such as blasting produce high levels of ground vibration, and therefore would be 290 

detectable up to 296 m from the operation, for example. Operations such as piling and 291 

shell auger were measured at a level of 0.0017 m s-1 and 0.00009 m s-1   (34 and 70 m 292 

respectively), well above all the thresholds of detection for frequencies of up to 40 Hz. 293 

This is of particular relevance as, with an intertidal distribution, P. bernhardus is likely to 294 

be close to many anthropogenic activities.  295 

Construction methods which typically produce comparably low levels of underwater noise 296 

such as drilling and dredging also produce low levels of vibration, in the region of 297 

0.000023 m s-1 at 50 m (Subacoustech Ltd. unpubl.). This would put the vibrations below 298 
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the threshold of detection at all but the higher frequencies, except at small distances from 299 

the source (Table 2). 300 

 [Table 2] 301 

4.  Discussion 302 

4.1  Sensitivity of P. bernhardus to vibrations  303 

P. bernhardus in this study were sensitive to vibrations in the region of 0.02 – 0.44 m s-2  304 

(RMS). Much of the available threshold data is from semi-terrestrial crustaceans rather 305 

than marine, making comparisons difficult, and data are often given in different units with 306 

varied methodologies. Nevertheless, a comparison of the current results to particle motion 307 

sensitivity curves (RMS data only, Fig. 5) indicates that the current values are within the 308 

range expected.  309 

In some studies a greater sensitivity to vibration than the current work was demonstrated, 310 

which may be attributed to a variation in approach, since electrophysiological methods 311 

typically yield greater sensitivities than behaviourally determined values (Ladich and  Fay, 312 

2013), as shown when comparing the curves of two Uca species (Aicher and  Tautz, 313 

1984; Salmon and  Atsaides, 1969). For example whilst threshold values obtained from 314 

the semi-terrestrial Uca sp. are similar to the present work in the 100 Hz region, 315 

behavioural tests indicate slightly greater sensitivities for example 0.0175 m s-2 at 50 Hz 316 

(Salmon and  Horch, 1973). However Uca sp. may have a greater sensitivity than P. 317 

bernhardus since this species communicates by ‘drumming’ the substrate. Such 318 

communication has not been observed in hermit crabs, although stridulation (rubbing 319 

together of body parts) has been described (Field et al., 1987).  320 

[Figure 5] 

The current results indicate a fairly flat response across the frequency range for all data 321 

apart from a prominent peak at 210 Hz, which agrees with data for Orconectes limosus 322 

(Breithaupt and  Tautz, 1988) and Uca sp.  (Salmon and  Horch, 1973; Salmon et al., 323 
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1977). However if the 410 Hz data are excluded from the present results, the data trend 324 

reflects that of curves U. pugilator and O. Limosus with a gradual reduction of sensitivity 325 

with increasing frequency especially above 100 Hz (Aicher and  Tautz, 1984; Breithaupt, 326 

2002; Salmon and  Atsaides, 1969). A trend such as this has been demonstrated in water-327 

borne particle motion thresholds of cephalopods and fish (Hughes et al., 2014; Packard et 328 

al., 1990), and may indicate directionally sensitive cells within a receptor system 329 

(Budelmann, 1979; Hughes et al., 2014). Spectral analysis revealed the signals at 210 330 

and 410 Hz to be relatively ‘pure’ in terms of composition, therefore the two conflicting 331 

trends above cannot be explained by problems with the stimulus (Roberts, 2015). A laser 332 

Doppler vibrometer could be used in further tests to fully understand the signal on the 333 

animal itself, as in Aicher et al. (1983). 334 

Salmon (1971) reported greatest sensitivities of 0.04 – 0.06 m s-2 (30 – 60 Hz, RMS) for U. 335 

pugilator and 0.02  m s-2 for  U. minax (50 Hz, RMS), and Goodall (1988) demonstrated a 336 

sensitivity of 0.01 m s-2  (20 Hz) for N. Norvegicus; all of these values are within the range 337 

found in the current work. Berghahn et al. (1995) and Heinisch and Wiese (1987) 338 

demonstrated marginally reduced sensitivities for other marine crustaceans compared to 339 

the current work, being 0.4 m s-2  (20 – 200 Hz) and 0.81 m s-2  (170 Hz) respectively 340 

(peak). Benthic fishes, such as flatfish, which do not have a swimbladder, appear on the 341 

whole to be more sensitive to vibration than P. berhardus (Chapman and  Sand, 1974; 342 

Fay and  Simmons, 1998; Karlsen, 1992; Popper and  Fay, 2011; Sand and  Karlsen, 343 

1986; Sigray and  Andersson, 2011), or of similar sensitivity (Berghahn et al., 1995). 344 

Similarly, cephalopods sensitivities may be found within the range of 0.0003 – 1.1 m s-2 (1 345 

– 280 Hz, peak) (Kaifu et al., 2008; Mooney et al., 2010; Packard et al., 1990). 346 

The particle motion and not the pressure component of an acoustic wave is likely to be the 347 

main stimulator in crustaceans since they lack air filled cavities to convert pressure to 348 

mechanical displacement (Breithaupt and  Tautz, 1990; Goodall, 1988; Hughes et al., 349 

2014; Tautz and  Sandeman, 1980). Detection of such motion may involve 350 

mechanoreceptors consisting of surface receptors, internal statocysts and the chordotonal 351 

organs (Breithaupt and  Tautz, 1988; Budelmann, 1992; Goodall, 1988; Wiese, 1976), 352 
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although the role of each type within detection abilities of vibration is relatively unknown. 353 

Cuticular mechanoreceptors have been described, for example sensory hairs on the 354 

carapace, chelipeds, antennual flagellae, and second antenna (Breithaupt and  Tautz, 355 

1988; Derby and  Atema, 1982; Goodall, 1988; Sandeman and  Wilkens, 1982; Tautz and  356 

Sandeman, 1980; Wiese, 1976). The chordotonal organs located within the joints of 357 

appendages may also detect vibration in addition to joint extension (Aicher and  Tautz, 358 

1984; Barth, 1980; Budelmann, 1992; Burke, 1954; Horch, 1971; Salmon et al., 1977). 359 

Furthermore the statocyst, a fluid-filled chamber with a dense mass (statolith) inside 360 

(Budelmann, 1988; Cohen, 1955; Cohen and  Dijkgraaf, 1961; Cohen et al., 1953) may 361 

enable the detection of particle motion in addition to its role as an equilibrium receptor 362 

(Fraser, 1990). As such it may be involved in acoustic detection (Breithaupt and  Tautz, 363 

1988; Cohen, 1955; Nakagawa and  Hisada, 1990), as in the cephalopods (Budelmann 364 

and  Williamson, 1994; Kaifu et al., 2008; Maturana and  Sperling, 1963; Williamson and  365 

Budelmann, 1985). The flat frequency response displayed by hermit crabs here, when 366 

vibration thresholds are plotted in acceleration units suggest that it is mediated by an 367 

inertial detector such as the statocyst, see Breithaupt and Tautz (1990); Kalmijn (1988). 368 

Additionally it is likely that there are vibration receptors in the legs, such as in fiddler crabs 369 

(Aicher et al., 1983; Aicher and  Tautz, 1984). 370 

4.2 Behavioural responses  371 

Responses here were clear and occurred at onset of the stimulus appearing to take a 372 

somewhat predictable pattern (i.e. motion being most likely with stronger signals) varying 373 

with the amplitude of the stimulus, allowing use of two distinct behavioural indicators. In 374 

crayfish, sweeping movement of the second antennae is common during exploration 375 

behaviour (Krång and  Rosenqvist, 2006), due to sensory hairs located there to detect 376 

tactile and chemo-mechanical cues. Antennae movement in response to vibration has 377 

been demonstrated in a range of other crustaceans (Berghahn et al., 1995; Heinisch and  378 

Wiese, 1987; Meyer-Rochow, 1982; Tautz, 1987). Postural changes and movement of 379 

appendages have also been documented (Breithaupt, 2002; Goodall, 1988; Goodall et al., 380 
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1990) and a similar range of startle-type responses were seen in Uca sp. (Salmon and  381 

Atsaides, 1969). Crabs were unresponsive during control trials indicating that the 382 

experimental setup itself did not have an effect.  383 

The average threshold was higher (i.e. – reduced sensitivity) for indicator 2 than for 384 

indicator 1 at 90 and 210 Hz only, otherwise the curves were similar. A difference between 385 

the two indicators was expected, since indicator 2 may be described as a more ‘energetic’ 386 

response and as such may require a stronger vibration to be triggered. The use of the two 387 

indicators in this way demonstrates how this method could be applied to provide threshold 388 

values for a suite of behavioural responses.  In several cases crabs were seen lifting their 389 

shell from the substrate during vibration exposures, which may have been a method of 390 

reducing exposure levels. In stridulating terrestrial hermit crabs, lifting of the shell from the 391 

substrate has been shown to reduce vibrations between shell and sand (Field et al., 392 

1987).  393 

The current work used unconditioned animals to determine thresholds. There has been 394 

only one documented successful attempt of crustacean conditioning to sound (Offutt, 395 

1970), possibly due to the heart rate being naturally erratic in laboratory conditions (Florey 396 

and  Kriebelm, 1974). The use of conditioned animals has an advantage in that it reduces 397 

the chances of habituation, which has been demonstrated in fishes (Knudsen et al., 1992; 398 

Schwarz and  Greer, 1984). There are few data available on habituation in crustaceans, 399 

however to minimise the chance of habituation in the current work, stimuli were widely 400 

spaced and there were large gaps between frequencies (20 minutes); this method was 401 

successful since crabs stayed responsive throughout experiments. Although habituation 402 

within trials was not demonstrated, the data from the current work may indicate 403 

adjustment to background vibration levels across a longer time period, i.e. crabs exhibited 404 

reduced sensitivity to vibration after a long duration (weeks) in the laboratory prior to tests. 405 

This is important when repeating the current work.  406 

The precise stimulus strength and frequency composition received may have been 407 

affected by, for example, the type of shell occupied, the size, volume, and shell wall 408 
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thickness. For this reason, crabs occupying damaged shells were not used in the 409 

experiments. Similarly crabs that moulted within the holding conditions, or that had 410 

missing appendages were discounted from tests- particularly since Offutt (1970) noted 411 

variation in thresholds after moulting. Furthermore the ‘fit’ of the shell may have had an 412 

effect on the resonance of the shells (i.e. whether the crab was in a shell approximately 413 

matching its size). In an extension of the present work a significant positive correlation 414 

was found between chela size and shell size (Roberts, 2015), which indicated that crabs 415 

were in fact occupying shells appropriate to size. Shell resonance was not investigated 416 

here but the shells of Trizopagurus sp. have been found to amplify certain frequencies, 417 

and resonance may differ with shell type and contact area to the substrate (Field et al., 418 

1987). 419 

On a number of occasions individuals were seen exiting the shell, examining it thoroughly 420 

before returning. It is possible that these individuals interpreted the ‘tapping’ as initiation of 421 

agonistic behaviour by another crab (Briffa et al., 2013; Briffa et al., 2008). Shell rapping is 422 

a common behaviour displayed during shell fights and can cause eviction of the defender 423 

(Briffa and Elwood 2000). Behaviours such as this illustrate the importance of examining 424 

sensitivity thresholds in conditions were the animal is unconstrained. The observation of 425 

such behaviours would not have been observed had the crabs been fixed to a point or 426 

held in a sling such as in Horch and Salmon (1972), indeed it could be argued that more 427 

technical/complex setups would elicit more unnatural behavioural responses. 428 

 429 

It is important to determine the consequences of the individual responses to the health 430 

and stability of the population and hence the community, although the energetic 431 

consequences of the responses detected here are unknown. Frequent bursts of 432 

movement may interrupt natural behaviour and change the time energy budget of P. 433 

bernhardus, which was beyond the scope of this study. Similar time budget disruptions 434 

have been seen in reef fishes in response to acoustic playbacks (Picciulin et al., 2010), 435 

and pollutants have been shown to effect energy use in Mytilus edulis (Widdows et al., 436 
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2002; Widdows et al., 1997), but there are few data for crustaceans. The responses seen 437 

here may also be accompanied by internal changes- for example heart beat, production of 438 

stress proteins and oxygen consumption changes (Celi et al., 2014; Florey and  Kriebelm, 439 

1974; Wale et al., 2013b). Movement, feeding, avoidance, agonistic behaviour and habitat 440 

choice may also be affected as shown by acoustic studies with fishes (Hawkins et al., 441 

2014b; Simpson et al., 2014; Voellmy et al., 2014a; Voellmy et al., 2014b). Whilst 442 

responses of fish may not be directly relevant to crustaceans, there are few data available 443 

to allow fair comparisons. As such, further studies are needed to investigate the long term 444 

effects of these vibrations on stress levels, growth, and reproduction of crustaceans. 445 

While in our study animals indicated reduced sensitivity to vibration after a longer duration 446 

in the laboratory (and associated ambient vibration levels) it is unclear whether this 447 

promotes or reduces survival and reproductive success. Long term studies are necessary 448 

to address and understand the effects that anthropogenic vibrations have on marine 449 

communities.  450 

4.3 Relation to anthropogenic vibration levels 451 

The current work demonstrates that the vibration sensitivity of crustaceans is well within 452 

the range of substrate disturbances produced by anthropogenic activities. The core 453 

acoustic energy of many anthropogenic sources is at low frequencies (Nedwell et al., 454 

2003a; Nedwell et al., 2003b) and within the substrate is predominantly < 100 Hz 455 

(Subacoustech Ltd., Unpubl.). The current work shows that hermit crabs are sensitive to 456 

broad range of frequencies < 410 Hz. The low frequency range is accentuated in the 457 

propagation of anthropogenic produced surface waves (Hazelwood, 2012; Hazelwood and  458 

Macey, 2015). It is likely that the vibrations summarised in Table 2 are also detectable by 459 

other crustacean species, which have similar sensitivities to P. bernhardus (Figure ). 460 

Hence crustaceans are likely to detect such anthropogenic vibrations, but more data are 461 

required to investigate the long term repercussions of the responses observed here, at the 462 

individual and population level.  463 
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There is a shortage of publicly available underwater vibration measurements (Hazelwood, 464 

2012; Hazelwood and  Macey, 2015; Miller, 2015), with those available often lacking the 465 

details required for comparisons between sources. A modelling approach may be used to 466 

estimate seabed vibrations such as from piling (Hazelwood and  Macey, 2015; Miller, 467 

2015), but validation must be undertaken in the field. Due to the complexities of 468 

underwater sound measurement, a standard protocol involves predominantly pressure 469 

data rather than substrate-borne or water-borne particle motion data. On the whole there 470 

are no international standards for measuring particle motion, although ISO standards have 471 

recently been proposed (ISO, 2014). The measurement of substrate vibration is, at least, 472 

easier to measure with three dimensional seismic sensors and directional accelerometers, 473 

whereas measurement of water-borne vibration is more complex, with sensors not yet 474 

commercially available, although various measurement methods exist (Popper et al., 475 

2005; Zeddies et al., 2010; Zeddies et al., 2012). The lack of data is of importance in the 476 

light of the inclusion of underwater noise within the OSPAR (North-East Atlantic) and 477 

HELCOM (Baltic) Regional Seas Conventions and within the EU Marine Strategy 478 

Framework Directive (Borja et al., 2010; Tasker et al., 2010; Van der Graaf et al., 2012). 479 

These require the setting of sound exposure criteria and indicators for marine species, 480 

however the inclusion of seabed vibration within this is implicit rather than explicit. The 481 

current work highlights the importance of substrate-borne vibration within the assessment 482 

of noise sources, allowing it to be considered as of the same importance to water-borne 483 

energy. 484 

Levels of vibration from anthropogenic sources fluctuate according to a number of factors, 485 

for example, type of source, parameters of the source (for example diameter of pile), 486 

depth, propagation conditions, duration of operation (Athanasopoulos and  Pelekis, 2000; 487 

Kim and  Lee, 2000; Thandavamoorthy, 2004). As such, measurements are scenario 488 

specific and it is not possible to generalise between sources and conditions. The speed of 489 

Rayleigh waves in particular varies with properties of the solid, frequency, the depth of the 490 

sediment hard layer and the Poisson ratio (Hazelwood and  Macey, 2015). These factors 491 

all affect the level of the sound produced, and the frequency spectrum of the signal and 492 

© 2016, Elsevier. Licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 International http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/



19 
 

19 
 

laboratory conditions cannot fully replicate the vibroacoustic conditions of the sea shore or 493 

the seabed. In translating this information to the field it is necessary to consider the 494 

difference in threshold between laboratory and field conditions, especially since thresholds 495 

in fish have been shown to vary with background levels (Hawkins and  Chapman, 1975), 496 

and, as shown here,  thresholds vary according to duration in the laboratory, for example.  497 

4.4 Stimulus presentation  498 

It is of note that whilst the energy was predominantly in the vertical axis here the other two 499 

axes were of notable strength, which highlights the necessity to measure all three axes to 500 

understand the whole signal. It is not possible to determine precisely to which of the three 501 

planes the crabs here were sensitive to, however the signal could be described as 502 

predominantly vertical. The particles within Rayleigh waves move in an elliptical pathway, 503 

hence the waves have some energy in the vertical direction (Brownell, 1977; Lowrie, 504 

2010), as in this study. Such waves have been shown to be detectable by fiddler crabs 505 

(Aicher et al., 1983; Aicher and  Tautz, 1984; 1990). To increase vertical signal strength, a 506 

shaker table could be used to constrain the substrate motion entirely to one axis (Mooney 507 

et al., 2010). This system may also help to increase the purity of the stimulus in terms of 508 

frequency composition, although on the whole the sinusoidal waves used here had 509 

predominant peaks in the region of the intended frequency. In audiometry studies of 510 

fishes, waveforms must be as pure as possible (Chapman and  Hawkins, 1973) since 511 

threshold values may vary with frequency. 512 

There are few studies exposing crustaceans to acoustic signals, such as anthropogenic 513 

noise, and yet such stimuli are likely to have strong particle motion components (substrate 514 

and water borne) and therefore to be detectable (Hazelwood and  Macey, 2015; Popper et 515 

al., 2001). Experiments with marine and semi-terrestrial crabs have indicated changes in 516 

foraging and anti-predator behaviour after noise exposure (Chan et al., 2010a; Chan et 517 

al., 2010b; Wale et al., 2013a; b). However other studies have not demonstrated such 518 

adverse effects (Andriguetto-Filho et al., 2005; Parry and  Gason, 2006). Variation 519 

between laboratory and field results may be attributed to the unpredictable nature of the 520 
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acoustic field within small laboratory aquaria (Parvulescu, 1964a; b; Rogers, 2015), a 521 

factor that must be considered here also. Whilst the stimulus here was predominantly 522 

exciting the substrate, it is possible that the signal also created water-borne particle 523 

motion, and perhaps even pressure within the tank. However by using a shaker directly 524 

contacting the substrate, the pressure and interference phenomena found in small tanks 525 

are likely to be minimal. As there is no evidence yet to suggest crustaceans can detect 526 

pressure (Goodall, 1988; Popper et al., 2001), the latter may be of little consequence. 527 

However further work to fully describe the acoustic and vibratory field within the current 528 

setup would be most valuable. A specially designed tank could be used to extend testing 529 

to pressure and water-borne particle motion within a controllable acoustic field (Bolle et 530 

al., 2012; Breithaupt, 2002; Hawkins and  MacLennan, 1975; Plummer et al., 1986). 531 

Overall the current setup here was therefore a pragmatic compromise between purity of 532 

signal and a tank setup that would allow animals to display natural behaviours. 533 

5. Conclusions 534 

Threshold values and collated measurements of actual anthropogenic vibrations indicate 535 

that P. bernhardus is sensitive to substrate vibration and may be able to detect 536 

anthropogenic vibrations up to 300 m from high vibration sources. This is of importance 537 

since many anthropogenic activities involve direct contact with the seabed and other 538 

activities may also induce particle motion indirectly. There are few previous data 539 

investigating the sensitivity of invertebrates to vibration and acoustic sources, and even 540 

fewer focussing upon anthropogenic signatures. As such, future studies must focus upon 541 

a range of other species, for example bivalves, in addition to other benthic invertebrates 542 

(for M. edulis see Roberts et al. In press.).  543 

Further work with hermit crabs could determine the threshold required for the animals to 544 

exhibit other behaviours, for example to abandon the shell, since such behaviour is likely 545 

to induce a physiological stress response and increase the susceptibility to predation. 546 

Most importantly, the consequences of the behaviours demonstrated here must be 547 

assessed on an individual and population level. Background vibration levels here were 548 
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below average threshold values, however a valuable next step would be to vary 549 

background levels using white noise and study the variation in threshold. Here, time in the 550 

laboratory prior to testing was shown to significantly raise the threshold (i.e. reduce 551 

sensitivity to vibration) although further investigation would be beneficial. Additionally, the 552 

directionality of response could be measured since benthic organisms may be able to use 553 

surface waves for directional orientation (Hazelwood and  Macey, 2015). 554 

When considering anthropogenic energy it is not sufficient to focus solely upon substrate 555 

vibration since disturbance, for example pile driving, also has a pressure component and 556 

a water-borne particle motion, both of which would reach the seabed indirectly. In order to 557 

fully investigate the response to such sources and to separate natural and anthropogenic 558 

pressure effects, exposures must be undertaken in the field with actual sources. Even 559 

sophisticated playback systems, as used by Hawkins et al. (2014b) cannot, nor do they 560 

aim to, replicate the strong ground borne component produced by many activities. 561 

Laboratory work could also be extended to include a suite of different stimuli and a greater 562 

frequency range. 563 

The recent large amount of research effort directed towards modelling and measuring the 564 

effects of underwater noise on fish and marine mammals now requires repetition to 565 

assess whether high levels of seabed vibration have a significant impact upon benthic 566 

organisms. The effects of substrate transmission should be included in assessing the 567 

effects of noise pollution on the marine environment. 568 
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Glossary of abbreviated terms 581 

GES Good Environmental Status as defined in the European Marine Strategy Framework 582 
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amplitude of the points; AEP- Auditory Evoked Potential technique;  ISO- International 584 

Organisation for Standardisation. 585 

 586 

References 587 

Aicher, B., Markl, H., Masters, W.M., Kirschenlohr, H.L., 1983. Vibration transmission through the 588 
walking legs of the fiddler crab, Uca pugilator, (Brachyura, Ocypodidae) as measured by 589 
laser doppler vibrometry. J. Comp. Physiol., A. 150(4), 483-491. 590 

Aicher, B., Tautz, J., 1984. ‘Peripheral inhibition’ of vibration-sensitive units in the leg of the fiddler 591 
crab Uca pugilator. J. Comp. Physiol., A. 154(1), 49-52. 592 

Aicher, B., Tautz, J., 1990. Vibrational communication in the fiddler crab Uca pugilator. J. Comp. 593 
Physiol., A. 166(3), 345-353. 594 

Andriguetto-Filho, J.M., Ostrensky, A., Pie, M.R., Silva, U.A., Boeger, W.A., 2005. Evaluating the 595 
impact of seismic prospecting on artisanal shrimp fisheries. Cont. Shelf Res. 25(14), 1720-596 
1727. 597 

Athanasopoulos, G.A., Pelekis, P.C., 2000. Ground vibrations from sheetpile driving in urban 598 
environment: measurements, analysis and effects on buildings and occupants. Soil Dyn. 599 
Earthquake Eng. 19(5), 371-387. 600 

Barth, F.G., 1980. Campaniform sensilla: another vibration receptor in the crab leg. 601 
Naturwissenschaften 67(4), 201-202. 602 

Berghahn, R., Wiese, K., Ludemann, K., 1995. Physical and physiological aspects of gear 603 
efficiency in North Sea brown shrimp fisheries. Helgoländer Meeresuntersuchungen 49(1-604 
4), 507-518. 605 

Bolle, L.J., de Jong, C.A.F., Bierman, S.M., van Beek, P.J.G., van Keeken, O.A., Wessels, P.W., 606 
van Damme, C.J.G., Winter, H.V., de Haan, D., Dekeling, R.P.A., 2012. Common sole 607 
larvae survive high levels of pile-driving sound in controlled exposure experiments. PLoS 608 
ONE 7(3), e33052. 609 

Borja, A., Elliott, M., Andersen, J.H., Cardoso, A.C., Carstensen, J., Ferreira, J.G., Heiskanen, A.-610 
S., Marques, J.C., Neto, J.M., Teixeira, H., Uusitalo, L., Uyarra, M.C., Zampoukas, N., 611 
2013. Good environmental status of marine ecosystems: what is it and how do we know 612 
when we have attained it? Mar. Pollut. Bull. 76(1–2), 16-27. 613 

© 2016, Elsevier. Licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 International http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/



23 
 

23 
 

Borja, A., Elliott, M., Carstensen, J., Heiskanen, A.S., van de Bund, W., 2010. Marine 614 
management- towards an integrated implementation of the European Marine Strategy 615 
Framework and the Water Framework Directives. Mar. Pollut. Bull. 60(12), 2175-2186. 616 

Breithaupt, T., 2001. Fan organs of crayfish enhance chemical information flow. Biol Bull 200(2), 617 
150-154. 618 

Breithaupt, T., 2002. Sound perception in aquatic crustaceans. In: Wiese, K. (Ed.), The crustacean 619 
nervous system. Springer, Berlin, pp. 548-449. 620 

Breithaupt, T., Tautz, J., 1988. Vibration sensitivity of the crayfish statocyst. Naturwissenschaften 621 
75, 310-312. 622 

Breithaupt, T., Tautz, J., 1990. The sensitivity of crayfish mechanoreceptors to hydrodynamic and 623 
acoustic stimuli. In: Wiese, K., Krenz, W.-D., Tautz, J., Reichert, H., Mulloney, B. (Eds.), 624 
Frontiers in crustacean neurobiology. Springer-Verlag, New York, pp. 561. 625 

Briffa, M., Bridger, D., Biro, P.A., 2013. How does temperature affect behaviour? Multilevel analysis 626 
of plasticity, personality and predictability in hermit crabs. Anim. Behav. 86(47-54). 627 

Briffa, M., Elwood, R.W., 2000. The power of shell rapping influences rates of eviction in hermit 628 
crabs. Behav. Ecol. 11(3), 288-293. 629 

Briffa, M., Rundle, S.D., Fryer, A., 2008. Comparing the strength of behavioural plasticity and 630 
consistency across situations: animal personalities in the hermit crab Pagurus bernhardus. 631 
Proc. R. Soc. Lond., Ser. B: Biol. Sci. 275, 1305-1311. 632 

Brownell, P.H., 1977. Compressional and surface waves in sand: used by desert scorpions to 633 
locate prey. Science 197(4302), 479-482. 634 

Budelmann, B.U., 1979. Hair cell polarisation in the gravity receptor systems of the statocysts of 635 
the cephalopods Sepia officinalis and Loligo vulgaris. Brain Res. 160, 261-270. 636 

Budelmann, B.U., 1988. Morphological diversity of equilibrium receptor systems in aquatic 637 
invertebrates. In: Atema, J., Fay, R.R., Popper, A.N., Tavolga, W.N. (Eds.), Sensory 638 
biology of aquatic animals. Springer-verlag, New York, pp. 757-782. 639 

Budelmann, B.U., 1992. Hearing in Crustacea. In: Webster, D.B., Fay, R.R., Popper, A.N. (Eds.), 640 
The evolutionary biology of hearing. Springer-Verlag, pp. 131-139. 641 

Budelmann, B.U., Williamson, R., 1994. Directional sensitivity of hair cell afferents in the Octopus 642 
statocyst. J. Exp. Biol. 187, 245-259. 643 

Burke, W., 1954. An organ for proprioception and vibration sense in Carcinus maenas. J. Exp. Biol. 644 
31, 127-138. 645 

Celi, M., Filiciotto, F., Vazzana, M., Arizza, V., Maccarrone, V., Ceraulo, M., Mazzola, S., Buscaino, 646 
G., 2014. Shipping noise affecting immune responses of European spiny lobster Palinurus 647 
elephas (Fabricius, 1787). Canadian Journal of Zoology 93(2), 113-121. 648 

Chan, A.-H., Perez, P., Smith, S., Blumstein, D.J., 2010a. Anthropogenic noise affects risk 649 
assessment and attention: the distracted prey hypothesis. Biol. Lett. 6(4), 458-461. 650 

Chan, A.A.Y.-H., David, S.W., Garlick, D., Fast, C.D., Blumstein, D.T., Blaisdell, A.P., 2010b. 651 
Increased amplitude and duration of acoustic stimuli enhance distraction. Anim. Behav. 652 
80(6), 1075-1079. 653 

Chapman, C.J., Hawkins, A.D., 1969. The importance of sound in fish behaviour in relation to 654 
capture by trawls FAO Fish Rep 62, 717-729. 655 

Chapman, C.J., Hawkins, A.D., 1973. A field study of hearing in the cod, Gadus morhua (L.). J. 656 
Comp. Physiol., A. 85(2), 147-167. 657 

© 2016, Elsevier. Licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 International http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/



24 
 

24 
 

Chapman, C.J., Sand, O., 1974. Field studies of hearing in two species of flatfish Pleuronectes 658 
platessa (L.) and Limanda limanda (L.) (family Pleuronectidae). Comp. Biochem. Physiol., 659 
A: Mol. Integr. Physiol. 47A, 371-385. 660 

Cohen, M.J., 1955. The function of receptors in the statocyst of the lobster Homarus americanus. J. 661 
Physiol. (Lond.) 130, 9-34. 662 

Cohen, M.J., Dijkgraaf, S., 1961. Mechanoreception. In: Waterman, T.H. (Ed.), The physiology of 663 
Crustacea. Academic Press, New York, pp. 65-108. 664 

Cohen, M.J., Katsuki, Y., Bullock, T.H., 1953. Oscillographic analysis of equilibrium receptors in 665 
Crustacea. Experientia 9(11), 434-435. 666 

Cornsweet, T.N., 1962. The staircase-method in psychophysics. The American Journal of 667 
Psychology 75(3), 485-491. 668 

Derby, C.D., Atema, J., 1982. The function of chemo- and mechanoreceptors in lobster (Homarus 669 
Americanus) feeding behaviour. J. Exp. Biol. 98(1), 317-327. 670 

East, A., Collett, A., 2014. Measurement of seabed vibration during tunnel boring works at 671 
Sruwaddacon Bay  Subacoustech report E370R0503. 672 

Edwards, B., Kynoch, J., 2008. Underwater sound pressure and ground vibration measurements 673 
taken during blasting in the Ben Schoeman Dock in Cape Town  Subacoustech report 674 
780R0102. 675 

Elwood, R.W., Briffa, M., 2001. Information gathering and communication during agonistic 676 
encounters: A case study of hermit crabs. In: Peter, J.B., Slater, J.S., Rosenblatt, C.T., 677 
Snowdon, T., Roper, J. (Eds.), Advances in the Study of Behavior. Academic Press, pp. 678 
53-97. 679 

Fay, R.R., Popper, A.N., 1974. Acoustic stimulation of the ear of the goldfish (Carassius auratus). 680 
J. Exp. Biol. 61, 243-260. 681 

Fay, R.R., Simmons, A.M., 1998. The sense of hearing in fish and amphibians. In: Fay, R.R., 682 
Popper, A.N. (Eds.), Comparative Hearing: Fish and Amphibians. Springer, New York, pp. 683 
269-318. 684 

Field, L.H., Evans, A., MacMillan, D.L., 1987. Sound production and stridulatory structures in hermit 685 
crabs of the genus Trizopagurus. Journal of Marine Biology 67, 89-110. 686 

Florey, E., Kriebelm, M.E., 1974. The effects of temperature, anoxia and sensory stimulation on the 687 
heart rate of unrestrained crabs. Comparative Biochemistry and Physiology - Part A: 688 
Molecular & Integrative Physiology 48A, 285-300. 689 

Fraser, P.J., 1990. Equilibrium control by statocyst activated interneurones. In: Wiese, K., Krenz, 690 
W.D., Tautz, J., Reichert, H., Mulloney, B. (Eds.), Frontiers in Crustacean Neurobiology. 691 
Birkhäuser Basel, pp. 187-192. 692 

Goodall, C., 1988. The sensory detection of water borne vibrational stimuli and their motor effects 693 
in the norway lobster, Nephrops norvegicus (L.), Faculty of Science. Glasgow University, 694 
pp. 162. 695 

Goodall, C., Chapman, C.J., Neil, D., 1990. The acoustic response threshold of the Norway lobster, 696 
Nephrops norvegicus (L.) in a free sound field. In: Wiese, K., Krenz, W.-D.T., J., Reichert, 697 
H., Mulloney, B. (Eds.), Frontiers in crustacean neurobiology. Springer-Verlag, New York, 698 
pp. 561. 699 

Hawkins, A.D., Chapman, C.J., 1975. Masked auditory thresholds in the cod, Gadus morhua L. J. 700 
Comp. Physiol., A. 103(2), 209-226. 701 

Hawkins, A.D., MacLennan, D.N., 1975. An acoustic tank for hearing studies on fish. In: Schuijf, 702 
A.H., A.D (Ed.), Sound reception in Fish. Elsevier, Amsterdam, pp. pp149-169. 703 

© 2016, Elsevier. Licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 International http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/



25 
 

25 
 

Hawkins, A.D., Pembroke, A.E., Popper, A.N., 2014a. Information gaps in understanding the 704 
effects of noise on fishes and invertebrates. Rev. Fish Biol. Fish., 1-26. 705 

Hawkins, A.D., Roberts, L., Cheesman, S., 2014b. Responses of free-living coastal pelagic fish to 706 
impulsive sounds. The Journal of the Acoustical Society of America 135(5), 3101-3116. 707 

Hazelwood, R.A., 2012. Ground roll waves as a potential influence on fish: measurement and 708 
analysis techniques. Adv. Exp. Med. Biol. 730, 449-452. 709 

Hazelwood, R.A., Macey, P., 2015. The intrinsic directional information of ground roll waves. In: 710 
Hawkins, A.D., Popper, A.N. (Eds.), The Third International Conference on The Effects of 711 
Noise on Aquatic Life. Springer In Press 2015, Budapest. 712 

Heinisch, P., Wiese, K., 1987. Sensitivity to movement and vibration of water in the North Sea 713 
shrimp Crangon crangon L. J. Crust. Biol. 7(3), 401-413. 714 

Henninger, H.P., Watson, W.H., 2005. Mechanisms underlying the production of carapace 715 
vibrations and associated waterborne sounds in the American lobster, Homarus 716 
americanus. J. Exp. Biol. 208(17), 3421-3429. 717 

Horch, K., 1971. An organ for hearing and vibration sense in the ghost crab Ocypode. J. Comp. 718 
Physiol., A. 73(1), 1-21. 719 

Horch, K., 1975. The acoustic behavior of the Ghost Crab Ocypode cordimana Latreille, 1818 720 
(Decapoda, Brachyura). Crustaceana 29(2), 193-205. 721 

Horch, K., Salmon, M., 1972. Responses of the Ghost crab, Ocypode, to acoustic stimuli. 722 
Zeitschrift für Tierpsychologie 30(1), 1-13. 723 

Hughes, A.R., Mann, D.A., Kimbro, D.L., 2014. Predatory fish sounds can alter crab foraging 724 
behaviour and influence bivalve abundance. Proc. R. Soc. Lond., Ser. B: Biol. Sci. 725 
281(1788). 726 

ISO, 2014. Acoustics -- Preferred reference values for acoustical and vibratory levels, Under 727 
developed. 728 

Johnson, M.W., Everest, F.A., Young, R.W., 1947. The role of snapping shrimp (Crangon and 729 
Synalpheus) in the production of underwater noise in the sea. Biological Bulletin 93(2), 730 
122-138. 731 

Kaifu, K., Akamatsu, T., Segawa, S., 2008. Underwater sound detection by cephalopod statocyst. 732 
Fish. Sci. 74(4), 781-786. 733 

Kalmijn, A.J., 1988. Hydrodynamic and acoustic field detection. In: Atema, J., Fay, R., Popper, A., 734 
Tavolga, W. (Eds.), Sensory Biology of Aquatic Animals. Springer New York, pp. 83-130. 735 

Karlsen, H.E., 1992. Infrasound sensitivity in the plaice (Pleuronectes Platessa). J. Exp. Biol. 736 
171(1), 173-187. 737 

Kim, D.-S., Lee, J.-S., 2000. Propagation and attenuation characteristics of various ground 738 
vibrations. Soil Dyn. Earthquake Eng. 19(2), 115-126. 739 

Knowlton, R.E., Moulton, J.M., 1963. Sound production in the snapping shrimps Alpheus (Crangon) 740 
and Synalpheus Biological Bulletin 125(2), 311-331. 741 

Knudsen, F.R., Enger, P.S., Sand, O., 1992. Awareness reactions and avoidance responses to 742 
sound in juvenile Atlantic salmon, Salmo salar (L.). J. Fish Biol. 40(4), 523-534. 743 

Krång, A.-S., Rosenqvist, G., 2006. Effects of manganese on chemically induced food search 744 
behaviour of the Norway lobster, Nephrops norvegicus (L.). Aquat. Toxicol. 78(3), 284-291. 745 

Ladich, F., Fay, R., 2013. Auditory evoked potential audiometry in fish. Rev. Fish Biol. Fish. 23(3), 746 
317-364. 747 

© 2016, Elsevier. Licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 International http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/



26 
 

26 
 

Lovell, J.M., Findlay, M.M., Moate, R.M., Yan, H.Y., 2005. The hearing abilities of the prawn 748 
Palaemon serratus. Comparative Biochemistry and Physiology - Part A: Molecular & 749 
Integrative Physiology 140(1), 89-100. 750 

Lowrie, W., 2010. Fundamentals of geophysicsCambridge University Press. 751 

Markl, H., 1983. Vibrational communication. In: Huber, F., Markl, H. (Eds.), Neuroethology and 752 
Behavioral Physiology. Springer-Verlag, Berlin., pp. 332-353. 753 

Maturana, H.R., Sperling, S., 1963. Unidirectional response to angular acceleration recorded from 754 
the middle cristal nerve in the statocyst of Octopus vulgaris. Nature 197(4869), 815-816. 755 

Mellon, D., 1963. Electrical responses from dually innervated tactile receptors on the thorax of the 756 
crayfish. J. Exp. Biol. 40(1), 137-148. 757 

Meyer-Rochow, V.B., 1982. Phonoresponses in the rock lobster Panulirus longipes (Milne 758 
Edwards). Behavioral and neural biology 34, 331-336. 759 

Miller, J.H., 2015. Pile driving pressure and particle velocity at the seabed. In: Hawkins, A.P., A.N. 760 
(Ed.), The Third International Conference  on The Effects of Noise on Aquatic Life. 761 
Springer In Press, Budapest. 762 

Monteclaro, H.M., Anraku, K., Matsuoka, T., 2010. Response properties of crayfish antennules to 763 
hydrodynamic stimuli: functional differences in the lateral and medial flagella. J. Exp. Biol. 764 
213, 3683-3691. 765 

Mooney, T.A., Hanlon, R.T., Christensen-Dalsgaard, J., Madsen, P.T., Ketten, D.R., Nachtigall, 766 
P.E., 2010. Sound detection by the longfin squid (Loligo pealeii) studied with auditory 767 
evoked potentials: sensitivity to low-frequency particle motion and not pressure. J. Exp. 768 
Biol. 213(21), 3748-3759. 769 

Moulton, J.M., 1957. Sound production in the spiny lobster Panulirus argus (Latreille). Biol. Bull. 770 
113(2), 286-295. 771 

Nakagawa, H., Hisada, M., 1990. A vibration sensitive descending statocyst interneuron in the 772 
crayfish Procambarus clarkii. J. Exp. Biol. 149, 361-378. 773 

Nedwell, J., Turnpenny, A., Langworthy, J., Edwards, B., 2003a. Measurements of underwater 774 
noise during piling at the Red Funnel Terminal, Southampton, and observations of its effect 775 
on caged fish., Draft report prepared for Caltrans District 4. Caltrans, San Francisco, CA. 776 

Nedwell, J.R., Langworthy, J., Howell, D., 2003b. Assessment of sub-sea acoustic noise and 777 
vibration from offshore wind turbines and its impact on marine wildlife; initial measurements 778 
of underwater noise during construction of offshore windfarms, and comparison with 779 
background noise., Subacoustech Report ref: 544R0423. COWRIE. 780 

Offutt, G.C., 1970. Acoustic stimulus perception by the American lobster, Homarus americanus 781 
(Decapoda). Experientia 26(11), 1276-1278. 782 

Packard, A., Karlsen, H.E., Sand, O., 1990. Low frequency hearing in cephalopods. J. Comp. 783 
Physiol., A. 166(4), 501-505. 784 

Parry, G.D., Gason, A., 2006. The effect of seismic surveys on catch rates of rock lobsters in 785 
western Victoria, Australia. Fish. Res. 79(3), 272-284. 786 

Parvin, S.J., Brooker, A., 2008. Measurement and assessment of underwater noise and vibration 787 
during operations with the Tidal Generation Ltd impact drilling device, Vobster Lake. 788 
Subacoustech report 810R0204. 789 

Parvin, S.J., Workman, R., Brooker, A., 2007. Assessment of underwater noise and vibration 790 
during auger piling operations, the River Usk, Newport. Subacoustech report  722R0106. 791 

© 2016, Elsevier. Licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 International http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/



27 
 

27 
 

Parvulescu, A., 1964a. The acoustics of small tanks. In: Tavolga, W.N. (Ed.), Marine Bio-Acoustics. 792 
Pergamon Press, Oxford, pp. 7-13. 793 

Parvulescu, A., 1964b. Problems of propagation and processing. In: Tavolga, W.N. (Ed.), Marine 794 
Bio-Acoustics Pergamon Press, Oxford, pp. 87-100. 795 

Patek, S.N., 2001. Spiny lobsters stick and slip to make sound. Nature 411(6834), 153-154. 796 

Patek, S.N., Caldwell, R.L., 2006. The stomatopod rumble: low frequency sound production in 797 
Hemisquilla californiensis. Mar. Freshwat. Behav. Physiol. 39(2), 99-11. 798 

Patek, S.N., Shipp, L.E., Staaterman, E.R., 2009. The acoustics and acoustic behavior of the 799 
California spiny lobster (Panulirus interruptus). J. Acoust. Soc. Am. 125(5), 3434-3444. 800 

Peña, H., Handegard, N.O., Ona, E., 2013. Feeding herring schools do not react to seismic air gun 801 
surveys. ICES Journal of Marine Science: Journal du Conseil. 802 

Picciulin, M., Sebastianutto, L., Codarin, A., Farina, A., Ferrero, E.A., 2010. In situ behavioural 803 
responses to boat noise exposure of Gobius cruentatus (Gmelin, 1789; fam. Gobiidae) and 804 
Chromis chromis (Linnaeus, 1758; fam. Pomacentridae) living in a Marine Protected Area. 805 
J. Exp. Mar. Biol. Ecol. 386(1-2), 125-132. 806 

Plummer, M.R., Tautz, J., Wine, J.J., 1986. Frequency coding of waterborne vibrations by 807 
abdominal mechanosensory interneurons in the crayfish, Procambarus clarkii. J. Comp. 808 
Physiol., A. 158, 751-764. 809 

Popper, A.N., Fay, R.R., 2011. Rethinking sound detection by fishes. Hearing Res. 273(1-2), 25-810 
36. 811 

Popper, A.N., Hawkins, A.H., Fay, R.R.M., D., Bartol, S., Carlson, T.C., S., Ellison, W.T., Gentry, 812 
R., Halvorsen, M.B., Lokkeborg, S., Southall, B.L., Zeddies, D.G., Tavolga, W.N., 2014. 813 
ASA S3/SC1.4 TR-2014 Sound exposure guidelines for fishes and sea turtles: A technical 814 
report prepared by ANSI-Accredited standards committee S3/SC1 and registered with 815 
ANSI. 816 

Popper, A.N., Salmon, M., Horch, K., 2001. Acoustic detection and communication by decapod 817 
crustaceans. J. Comp. Physiol., A. 187(2), 83-89. 818 

Popper, A.N., Smith, M.E., Cott, P.A., Hanna, B.W., MacGillivray, A.O., Austin, M.E., Mann, D.A., 819 
2005. Effects of exposure to seismic airgun use on hearing of three fish species. J. Acoust. 820 
Soc. Am. 117, 3958-3971. 821 

Roberts, L., 2015. Behavioural responses by marine fishes and macroinvertebrates to underwater 822 
noise, School of Biological, Biomedical and Environmental Sciences University of Hull, pp. 823 
278. 824 

Roberts, L., Breithaupt, T., 2015. Sensitivity of crustaceans to substrate borne vibration The Third 825 
International Conference  on The Effects of Noise on Aquatic Life. Springer In Press 2015, 826 
Budapest. 827 

Rogers, P., 2015. Parvulescu revisited: Small tank acoustics for bio-acousticians. In: Hawkins, A., 828 
Popper, A.N. (Eds.), The Third International Conference  on The Effects of Noise on 829 
Aquatic Life. Springer In Press 2015, Budapest. 830 

Salmon, M., 1971. Signal characteristics and acoustic detection by the fiddler crabs, Uca rapax and 831 
Uca pugilator. Physiol. Zool. 44(4), 210-224. 832 

Salmon, M., Atsaides, S.P., 1969. Sensitivity to substrate vibration in the fiddler crab, Uca 833 
pugilator. Anim. Behav. 17, Part 1(0), 68-76. 834 

Salmon, M., Horch, K., 1973. Vibration reception in the fiddler crab, Uca minax Comparative 835 
Biochemistry and Physiology - Part A: Molecular & Integrative Physiology 44(2), 527-541. 836 

© 2016, Elsevier. Licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 International http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/



28 
 

28 
 

Salmon, M., Horch, K., Hyatt, G.W., 1977. Barth's myochordotonal organ as a receptor for auditory 837 
and vibrational stimuli in fiddler crabs (Uca pugilator and U. minax). Marine Behaviour and 838 
Physiology 4(3), 187-194. 839 

Sand, O., Karlsen, H., 1986. Detection of infrasound by the Atlantic cod. J. Exp. Biol. 125(1), 197-840 
204. 841 

Sandeman, D.C., Wilkens, L.A., 1982. Sound production by abdominal stridulation in the Australian 842 
Murray River crayfish, Euastacus armatus. J. Exp. Biol. 99, 469-472. 843 

Schmitt, B.C., Ache, B.W., 1979. Olfaction: responses of a decapod crustacean are enhanced by 844 
flicking. Science 205(4402), 204-206. 845 

Schmitz, B., Herberholz, J., 1998. Snapping behaviour in intraspecific agonistic encounters in the 846 
snapping shrimp (Alpheus heterochaelis). J. Biosci. (Bangalore) 23(5), 623-632. 847 

Schwarz, A.L., Greer, G.L., 1984. Responses of Pacific herring, Clupea harengus pallasi, to some 848 
underwater sounds. Can. J. Fish. Aquat. Sci. 41, 1183-1192. 849 

Sigray, P., Andersson, M.H., 2011. Particle motion measured at an operational wind turbine in 850 
relation to hearing sensitivity in fish. The Journal of the Acoustical Society of America 851 
130(1), 200-207. 852 

Simpson, S.D., Purser, J., Radford, A.N., 2014. Anthropogenic noise compromises antipredator 853 
behaviour in European eels. Global Change Biol. 120(2), 586-593. 854 

Sisneros, J., Popper, A., Hawkins, A., Fay, R., 2015. Evoked Potential audiograms compared to 855 
behavioral audiograms in aquatic animals, The Third International Conference on The 856 
Effects of Noise on Aquatic Life. Springer, In Press 2015, Budapest. 857 

Staaterman, E.R., Clark, C.W., Gallagher, A.J., deVries, M.S., Claverie, T., Patek, S.N., 2011. 858 
Rumbling in the benthos: acoustic ecology of the California mantis shrimp Hemisquilla 859 
californiensis. Aquatic biology 13, 97-105. 860 

Tasker, M.L., Amundin, M., Andre, M., Hawkins, A., Lang, W., Merck, T., Scholik-Schlomer, A., 861 
Teilmann, J., Thomsen, T., Werner, S., Zakharia, M., 2010. Marine strategy framework 862 
directive- Task Group II: Underwater noise and other forms of energy. In: Zampoukas, N. 863 
(Ed.). JRC European Commssion, Luxumbourg. 864 

Tautz, J., 1987. Water vibration elicits active antennal movements in the crayfish, Orconectes 865 
limosus. Anim. Behav. 35(3), 748-754. 866 

Tautz, J., Sandeman, D.C., 1980. The detection of waterborne vibration by sensory hairs on the 867 
chelae of the Crayfish Orconectes limosus. J. Exp. Biol. 88(1), 351-356. 868 

Thandavamoorthy, T.S., 2004. Piling in fine and medium sand—a case study of ground and pile 869 
vibration. Soil Dyn. Earthquake Eng. 24(4), 295-304. 870 

Van der Graaf, A.J., Ainslie, M.A., André, M., Brensing, K., Dalen, J., Dekeling, R.P.A., Robinson, 871 
S., Tasker, M.L., Thomsen, F., Werner, S., 2012. European Marine Strategy Framework 872 
Directive Good Environmental Status (MSFD-GES):Report of the Technical Subgroup on 873 
Underwater Noise and other forms of energy  874 

Versluis, M., Schmitz, B., von der Heydt, A., Lohse, D., 2000. How snapping shrimp snap: through 875 
cavitating bubbles. Science 289(5487), 2114-2117. 876 

Voellmy, I.K., Purser, J., Flynn, D., Kennedy, P., Simpson, S.D., Radford, A.N., 2014a. Acoustic 877 
noise reduces foraging success in two sympatric fish species via different mechanisms. 878 
Anim. Behav. 89(0), 191-198. 879 

Voellmy, I.K., Purser, J., Simpson, S.D., Radford, A.N., 2014b. Increased noise levels have 880 
different impacts on the anti-predator behaviour of two sympatric fish species. PLoS ONE 881 
9(7). 882 

© 2016, Elsevier. Licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 International http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/ 



29 
 

29 
 

Wale, M.A., Simpson, S.D., Radford, A.N., 2013a. Noise negatively affects foraging and anti-883 
predator behaviour in shore crabs. Anim. Behav. 86(1), 111-118. 884 

Wale, M.A., Simpson, S.D., Radford, A.N., 2013b. Size-dependent physiological responses of 885 
shore crabs to single and repeated playback of ship noise. Biol. Lett. 9(2), 20121103. 886 

Widdows, J., Donkin, P., Staff, F.J., Matthiessen, P., Law, R.J., Allen, Y.T., Thain, J.E., Allchin, 887 
C.R., Jones, B.R., 2002. Measurement of stress effects (scope for growth) and 888 
contaminant levels in mussels (Mytilus edulis) collected from the Irish Sea. Mar. Environ. 889 
Res. 53(4), 327-356. 890 

Widdows, J., Nasci, C., Fossato, V.U., 1997. Effects of pollution on the scope for growth of mussels 891 
(Mytilus galloprovincialis) from the Venice Lagoon, Italy. Mar. Environ. Res. 43(1–2), 69-892 
79. 893 

Wiese, K., 1976. Mechanoreceptors for near-field water displacements in crayfish. J. Neurophysiol. 894 
39(4), 816-833. 895 

Williamson, R., Budelmann, B.U., 1985. An angular acceleration receptor system of dual sensitivity 896 
in the statocyst of Octopus vulgaris. Experientia 41, 1321-1323. 897 

Zeddies, D.G., Fay, R.R., Alderks, P.W., Shaub, K.S., Sisneros, J.A., 2010. Sound source 898 
localization by the plainfin midshipman fish, Porichthys notatus. Journal of Acoustical 899 
Society of America 127(5), 3104-3112. 900 

Zeddies, D.G., Fay, R.R., Gray, M.D., Alderks, P.W., Acob, A., Sisneros, J.A., 2012. Local acoustic 901 
particle motion guides sound-source localization behior in the plainfin midshipman fish, 902 
Porichthys notatus. J. Exp. Biol. 215, 152-160. 903 

 904 

FIGURE CAPTIONS 905 

Figure 1 Schematic of experimental setup (not to scale), consisting of electromagnetic shaker and 906 

stinger rod (1), underwater camera (2), experimental arena (3), layered base made up of mixed 907 

hard and soft insulation and concrete (4), wooden support structure (5), steel frame completely 908 

separate from the base (6), experimental tank with needlepoint legs and 30 mm sandy substrate 909 

(7), position of geophone system (8), position of accelerometer (9). [BLACK AND WHITE] 910 

Figure 2 Example data for a typical sensitivity threshold by the staircase-method. Amplitude of the 911 

signal is reduced with every positive response (black dot), and increased when a negative 912 

response is observed (cross), this continues until there are consecutive iterations of positive-913 

negative (shown by the last six points). An average of ten iterations is used to calculate the 914 

threshold of response. [BLACK AND WHITE] 915 

Figure 3 Average behavioural thresholds for P. bernhardus (n =  35, +/- SE, RMS) to substrate 916 

vibration in terms of vertical acceleration (m s-2). Average background levels are denoted by a 917 

dashed line. Two behavioural indicators were used, a ‘flick’ of the antenna (indicator 1), and a burst 918 
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or cessation of movement (indicator 2). Average background levels are denoted by a dashed line. 919 

[BLACK AND WHITE]  920 

Figure 4 Average behavioural thresholds for P. bernhardus (n = 10 per group, +/- SE, RMS, 921 

indicator 1) to substrate vibration given in terms of vertical acceleration (m s-2), for two groups with 922 

different amounts of time in the laboratory prior to tests. Average background levels are denoted by 923 

a dashed line. [BLACK AND WHITE] 924 

Figure 5 Behavioural thresholds to vibration (water and substrate-borne) for crustaceans (mixed 

species), values taken from the literature and compared to those of the present work (RMS, data 

presented for 5- 410 Hz only, crabs of short duration in the laboratory). Data from Aicher and Tautz 

(1984); Breithaupt (2002); Breithaupt and Tautz (1990); Horch (1971); Hughes et al. (2014); 

Salmon and Atsaides (1969); Salmon and Horch (1973) and the current work (dashed line, 

thresholds of crabs of shortest time in captivity prior to tests). [IN COLOR ONLINE] 

 

 

TABLES 925 

 926 

Table 1 Total number of responses between P. bernhardus (n = 10) tested for the threshold (using a 927 
burst of movement as the response) with a ten day gap between re-tests, plus associated statistics. 928 

Frequency 
(Hz) 

Test 1 Test 2 t df p 

20 8 9 0.70 6 0.51 

40 10 3 -0.42 4 0.70 

90 9 6 -0.87 4 0.43 

210 10 10 -0.36 7 0.73 

410 7 6 0.39 3 0.72 

       Sum 44 34    
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Table 2 Summary of the vibration levels measured in the vicinity of anthropogenic sources, provided in terms of the maximum amplitude across all three axis (RMS or 
peak m s-1). Dashes- unavailable parameters. Values that fall within/above the thresholds found for P. bernhardus in the current work are denoted in bold italics.  

Activity Distance 
(m) 

Vibration levels 
(ms-1) (RMS) 

Vibration levels 
(m s-1) (peak) 

Backgrou
nd ( m s-1, 

RMS) 

Background 
levels ( m s-1, 

peak) 

Frequency 
range (Hz) 

Details Water 
Depth (m) 

Location Sea/Riverbed type 

Drilling 23 1.0E-04 – 7.0E-04 - - - Primarily <100 Unknown 3 – 4 - Loose, primarily mud, 
some sand 

Shell and auger 
piling 

70 3.7E-05 – 9.4E-05 - - - Unknown 

109 1.20E-005 
- - - 

Shell and auger 
piling and 
drilling 

23 2.7E-03 – 6.0E-03 - - - - Unknown - - - 

64 
7.7E-06 – 6.7E-05 

- - - 

Pile driving 17 - 4.10E-003 - - Primarily 5 - 
50 

0.9 m diameter pile 1 – 2 Mersey River 
(UK) 

Loose, primarily mud, 
some sand 

34 - 1.70E-003 
- - 

Auger piling 29 3.90E-005 
1.38E-004 1.60E-005 7.00E-005 

- 0.75 m diameter auger to 30 m 
deep. 

- River Usk (UK) - 

38 1.60E-005 
4.60E-005 

47 1.40E-005 
2.3E-005 

Drilling 22 2.20E-005 8.20E-005 3.00E-006 7.00E-005 - Experimental kind of impact 
drilling 

40 Vobster Quay 
(UK) - 

Backhoe 
dredging 

5 7.80E-005 3.80E-004 - - - Vessel: Dinopotes. Length: 
37.8 m. Max power: 699 kW. 

- Mersey River 
(UK) 

- 

 

 

 

 

50 2.30E-005 
2.60E-004 

- - 

175 1.30E-005 
2.90E-004 

- - 

220 3.00E-006 
1.50E-004 

- - 

Tunnel boring 
machine (TBM) 

5.5 - 12 m 
above 
machine 

6.80E-005 3.90E-004 3.00E-006 2.20E-005 - Internal diameter of tunnel: 3.5 
m. Motors: two 140 kW 
motors. Length: 140 m. 

0.6 Sruwaddacon 
bay (Ireland) 

Sand 

Blasting 24.25 - 
6.00E-002 

- - - Charge weight of 6.25 kg - Ben Schoeman 
Dock (South 
Africa) 

Stone dock 

296.75 - 
< 1E-03 

- - 
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Figure 1 
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Figure 2 
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Figure 3 

 

 
  

© 2016, Elsevier. Licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 International http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/ 



 

 

Figure 4 
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Figure 5 
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