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REFLEXIVE STATEMENT

The three Australian-based authors have completed doctorates on African
liberation movements. Following fieldwork in Eritrea, Zimbabwe and among
South African exiles in the United Kingdom, we each reached a similar
conclusion - that the role that women piayed in African national liberation
struggles had been inadequately acknowledged. We were concerned that
dominant interpretations of the content and context of resistance had excluded
non-combat activities necessary to sustain military action. Drawing on the work
on resistance by Foucauit and Scott, we became interested in extending the range
of theoretical material available to those engaged in analyzing the relationship
between gender and national liberation in the African context.

INTRODUCTION

We have yet to be overwhelmed by research that investigates the role of women
in the arined struggles waged by the liberation movements in Africa, 'the
countless women whose stories are hidden and yet without whom liberation
politics could never occur. 2 However, the literature that does exist tends to
favor a particular approach, claiming that women and men fought equally. For
example, a paper called 'The Role of Women in the Struggle for Liberation in
Zimbabwe, Namibia and South Africa' was prepared in 1980 for the World
Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women held in Copenhagen ('the
Copenhagen paper'). The Copenhagen paper, which later evolved into a book by
Richard Lapchick and Stephanie Urdang, argued that women fought equally with
men in these liberation struggles. The material, however, remained thin on
evidence and failed to explore several important issues including the under-
representation of women in senior positions in the liberation movements or their
armed wings. Similar claims about the involvement of women in liberation
struggles can be found in relation to Eritrea and Tigray. 3

More recently, 1n a senes of African case studies, there has been a
challenge to both the evidence and the theory used to support the claims we seek
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to develop in this paper. 4 Although the experience of colonialism and neo-
colonialism differed over the continent, there are significant commonalities in
the ways in which national liberation movements incorporated women into
armed struggle. In this article, we draw on primary and secondary research
material gathered as part of our work on the Zimbabwean, South African and
Eritrean liberation movements to do two things: first, we question whether there
is suflicient evidence to support the picture painted by authors such as Lapchick
and Urdang; second, drawing on a Foucauldian conception of resistance, we
suggest that there are more effective ways of understanding the part that women
played in the armed struggles. 5

REPRESENTATIONS OF THE ROLE OF WOMEN IN THE ARMED
STRUGGLE

Women have been presented in mutually contradictory ways by liberation
movements in Africa. On the one hand, women have been represented as
symbols of tradition in societies that had been all but destroyed by colonization
and minority regimes. Alternatively, they have been portrayed as symbols of
liberation and modernization. ©

In the former case, women have been stereotyped as 'mothers of the
nation', repositories of revered qualities (such as care and concern), vital to the
struggle. As nurturers, they gave birth to the next generation of soldiers and fed
and supported the current ones. In Zimbabwe women were applauded as
providing the nurturing and maternal foundations for liberation, since they were
birthing and then raising future liberation fighters. The Zimbabwean African
Peoples Union (ZAPU) argued that even 'if these mothers failed to liberate their
country then these children born into the turmoil would not fail.' 7 Similarly, in
South Africa women were dubbed 'titans in the struggle,’ valued as nurturers of
the revolution by giving their sons to the struggle and supporting the war effort
as wives and mothers of the fighters. 8 1In Eritrea, the Eritrean Liberation Front
(ELF) valued women as caretakers for injured men and providers of moral
support for those men involved in the struggle. The subsequent Eritrean People's
Liberation Front (EPLF) also respected the role women played as producers of
male fighters for the struggle. A well-known narrative deals with an Eritrean
woman who lost all her sons and her husband in the liberation struggle. Her
sacrifice meant that she was revered as 'Mother Eritrea.' In an interview in 1998,
'Mother Eritrea’ explained that: 'tf I were younger towards the end of the struggle
I would have produced more sons and given them to the revolution as well. That
is what it means to be an Eritrean woman.'? So, all three struggles linked women
to motherhood and the continued existence and reproduction of the imagined
national communities of Zimbabwe, South Africa and Eritrea. 10
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On the other hand, liberation movements also tended to glorify the
position of women in the struggle, portraying women as playing an equal part to
men. This ideal of equality was presented stripped of any gender-based problems
that women faced among the rank and file. In the case of Zimbabwe, the
Copenhagen paper provided a brief overview of women's active involvement in
the early nationalist political stage of the struggle. It then cited information
obtained only from the few senior ranking women within the Zimbabwe African
National Union (ZANU) and Zimbabwe African Peoples Union (ZAPU)
describing how women were 'initially overlooked as soldiers' but by 1973 were
being recruited as combatants and trained in the same way as men. !1

One of the most striking images provided of women's involvement in
the Zimbabwean struggle was that of a woman warrior with an AK47 and a baby
on her back. This representation emphasized the notion that women fight equally
with men on the frontlines of a guerrilla war. More recently, ZANU officials have
claimed that by 1978 'women detachments were put in the Manica Province and
Tete for actual combat duties led by their women commanders and proved to be
successful in their operations.’ 12

The image of the female guerrilla was also popularized in South Aftrica
in the late 1980s when a woman known as Zoya was apparently involved in
attacks on township dwellers who collaborated with Pretoria. After two weeks of
operations, she was killed by security forces in a shoot out in the East Rand, 13
In a short section on the South African movements in exile, the Copenhagen
paper claimed that women were 'very active' in both the African National
Congress and the Pan-Africanist Congress and were 'being given extensive
training to perform functions at all levels' in the areas of health, welfare,
education, representing the movements internationally and being prepared for
armed combat: "Women, along with men, reenter South Africa at grave risk in
order to carry out missions for the liberation movements', 14

Erifrean historiography and national myth presents many symbols of
female Eritrean valor and individual acts of bravery. The well-worn story of
Nebiat, a barmaid who was instrumental in orchestrating the death of a high-
ranking Ethiopian general, is one example. 1> The Muslim Tigren singer and
poet, Mama Zeinab, who worked on the front-line, also featured prominently on

the 1988 annual EPLF publicity poster and remains a figurchead today. As she
explained:

I came from a conservative and traditional religious family
background and the EPLF changed me. I used to sing and write poetry
for the EPLF, for revolution and liberation... I am famous because I am
a woman... 1
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S0 significant 18 Mama Zeinab's role in Eritrean national memory that the
Ministry of Information documnented all her works and presented her publicly as
a 'strong, spirited woman, [who] is not held back by tradition.'” In Eritrea,
heroines such as Nebiat and Mama Zeinab were singled out for public
consumption and the large numbers of female fighters were strongly etched into
nationalist narrative, despite the hardships female participants faced both during
and after the struggle.

1t is not always obvious why these particular representations of women
were emphasised by the liberation movements. However, similar representations
have been explained in several ways within research on women in the military in
other parts of the world. For example, Cynthia Enloe suggested that reprentations
of women were incorporated in a masculine glorification of war and resistance
while Dafna Izraeli argued that the Israel Defence Force used women to appeal
to hegemonic masculine competitiveness. 18 Other writers have claimed that
liberation movements use the fiction of gender equity to attain international
legitimacy as a 'modern’ force. Finally, Susan Rigdon in China and Nicole
Ladewig in Algeria argued that stories of women guerillas may be deployed to
recruit more women into the struggle, enhance morale and patriotic support from
the entire nation, or emphasise national unity. 19

In this article, we question the value of these heroic representations of
women and explore what we know about the parts that women played in the
Zimbabwean, South African and Eritrean struggles.

WOMEN IN THE ZIMBABWE LIBERATION ARMIES

The tole of women in the Zimbabwean struggle was crucial. Women in the
villages provided food, clothing and shelter, often risking their lives to assist the
guerrillas. 29 Young women and men became chimbwidos and mujibas
(messengers and carriers) providing information on the whereabouts of
Rhodesian soldiers to the guerrillas. When the armed struggle began in earnest
after 1972, many women took on roles as cooks, medical personal and teachers
both inside Rhodesia and in exile across borders in the guerrilla training camps
in Zambia and Mozambique. Women also trained as guerrilla fighters.21

By 1976, thousands of young women had joined the ZANU and ZAPU
liberation armies, Zimbabwe African National Liberation Army (ZANLA) and
Zimbabwe People's Revolutionary Army (ZIPRA) respectively. 22 The
traditionally male-led nationalist movement had to adjust for increasing numbers
of women with military training, and many more women who wanted training.
In the training camps, many women experienced equality with men, which they
had not experienced before. However, the inclusion of women in the training
camps resulted in disruptions to traditional gender roles and subsequently a
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'woman problem' emerged, especially within ZANU and ZANLA.

These problems stemmed from the incorporation of women into a
guerilla army, and included challenges and changes to traditional gender
dynamics, 23 restructuring of a traditionally male environment to cater for
thousands of young women and, apparently, 'dissension' between women
themselves. In some cases women were subjected to rape by senior male
commanders or were forced into 'sex-for-soap' negotiations in order to survive in
the c:amps.?-4 However, some senior women dismissed claims of sexual assault
and harassment focusing instead on the allegedly 'loose’ and 'wanton’ behavior of
female cadres. In an interview with Christine Qunta, Teurai Ropa the head of the
Women's Department in ZANU argued that the main problem was that the young
women were 'undisciplined’ and 'misbehaving' and this was 'bad for the
revolution.’ 23 Thus, sexual misadventures were explained in terms of female
misbehavior rather than in terms of the inherent masculine structure of the
Zimbabwean liberation fronts,

In contrast to the glorification of women's roles as combatants, some
women have portrayed their activities in a different manner. In several interviews
with Tanya Lyons, women discussed how they mainly carried weapons and
ammunition across the borders - 'an inglorious but necessary task'. 26 For
example, Maria stated that: 'One of the important roles that was played by female
ex-combatants was in the transportation of ammunition between Mozambique
and Zimbabwe'. 27

Margaret Dongo highlighted the military importance of women
carrying supplies to the front, and the difficulties of carrying weapons of war:

...after my military training I was trained as a medical
assistant... part of my duties were in actual fact to make sure we keep
supplies and also make sure that every section that goes in the fore front
has enough medical and first aid kits, material and so forth. And I went
to the extent of the border. In actual fact there was a time when it was
very difficult for women to come in during the early 1970s. And what
our role as women was, we were the carners of ammunition. It was
more heavier than actually instituting the war itself - shooting... we
would carry a cane of bullets (sic), then medical supplies, your gun to
protect you and everything else. 28

The Rhodesian military appear to have been aware of the role played by some
women. Bob North of the Rhodesian Intelligence Corps remembered seeing five

apparently pregnant women carrying water down to a river:

So we went down to check it out. Landmines. Under their
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jumpers. It was incredible. And they're heavy, those things. Incredible.
Five of the buggers. Ten land mines. One down their backs and one
around the front, on rope. So I'd say that the women were pretty
involved. 29

Of course, in these roles women did engage in combat. For example, Monica said
that she was 'involved in more than four battles [but] women were doing most of
the carrying of weapons etc.'30 Nyarai said that she 'was involved in many
attacks near the border, we were carrying the materials and the commander said
'there is the enemy in our front, you can defend yourselves, fire fire!" 31
However, Nhamo argued that 'women did not go to fight battles, they only ever
went into the liberated zones to stay in villages.' 32 This suggests that women
played a variety of roles in the Zimbabwean struggle; claims that women fought
equally gloss over a more complex picture.

WOMEN IN UMKHONTO WE SIZWE (MK)

In South Africa, women had always participated in the work of the African
National Congress. >3 However, the founders of the South African National
Native Congress classified women as 'auxiliary' members in 1912 and women
were only allowed to become full members in 194]1. Women developed parallel
organizations such as the Women's League and the Federation of South African
Women that drew up the Women's Charter in 1954. When it addressed the
position of women, the Congress Movement subordinated the struggle against
sexism to the fight against apartheid: women's liberation would flow from
national liberation. 3%

During the 1960s, ANC women were involved in Umkhonto we Sizwe,
the armed wing of the ANC. However, numbers remained small - 13 in 1967 -
and only increased to any significant level after 1976. By 1991, Cock estimated
that women constituted approximately 20 per cent of MK personnel. Women
trained with the men and gained the same skills:

In Angola, we lived in the camps. The women did exactly the
same training as the men. Exactly the same. Drilling, handling weapons,
topography... everything, 3°

Women were deployed in most departments, including those necessitating
combat. However according to Jacqueline Molefe, the most senior woman in
MK, women were more likely to be found in clerical and office roles. As a result
Oliver Tambo, President of the ANC, reported that afier 25 years of MK there
were still no women's names 'inscribed in the roll-call of honour of our
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revolution'. 3¢ All but one of the top positions were occupied by men. The
exception was Molefe herself who was appointed head of communications in
1983. Although some ANC leaders had opposed recruitment of women to MK,
Molefe told Cock that women had been recognized as equals in MK, and had
earned respect from male cadres, though she had found that 'you have to prove
yourself over and over again’ .3’

As in the Zimbabwean case, some South African women did report
problems operating within male-dominated structures. For example, Goldblatt
and Meintjes found that although women were very reluctant to talk about sexual
abuse in the ANC camps in Angola, there had been allegations of rape. One of
the women interviewed, Thenjiwe Mtintso, also discussed how women had been
raped in ANC safe houses within South Africa. Goldblatt and Meintjes noted that
the Angolan allegations had been ignored in internal ANC investigations into
camp violence and glossed over in the ANC's submission to the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission, 38

Thandi Modise, Deputy President of the ANC Women's League, is one
of the few former MK cadres to have spoken about sexual harassment in the
Angolan camps: 32

Somebody had been feeling our bodies at night. So we started
finding out from the other rooms and they say, "Yes, definitely but who
will talk because we are not sure who does this?' So we laid a trap. And
one night we get this guy. Now it's dark and he was a big man and he
Jjust threw us off in the passage and ran out... We ran after this man and
as we ran we were screaming, all of us, all 20 women... becaunse the men
hid him. We wanted this man because he'd been fondling our bodies for
months. They hid him...

According to Modise, male antagonism towards the MK women as a result of
this incident coutinued for a considerable time.

They were against us. There was such a strong negative feeling
against us. As if we were wrong and this man was right to come night
after night and feel our bodies... they protected him... up to this day we
cannot say whether it was just one man doing it or whether there were
a number of them.

Perhaps this is not surprising given the evidence that exists of the prevalence of
patriarchal attitudes within the ANC. For example, while the leading accounts of
the development of the ANC in exile pay almost no attention to the position of
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women, 40 there is some evidence that South African women found it more
difficult than men to maintain their political activities in exile, both in Europe
and in the Frontline States.

It was difficult in my unit in Lesotho, because I was the only
woman. And one thing I've realized - I don't know if it's within the
Movement, maybe I could also say globally - but it's very difficult for
men to take women seriously. If they don't undermine you, they're going
to feel that you are a threat, 41

As in South Africa in the 1940s and 1950s, many women found themselves
relegated to providing support for the men. According to Mavivi Manzini,
traditional divisions of labour existed among some ANC members in Lusaka. 42
Further evidence of the prevalence of patriarchal attitudes within the ANC comes
from Frene Ginwala. Ginwala was one of the members of Congress sent abroad
by Tambe in 1960 to establish the ANC presence in exile. She worked for the
ANC in Britain and Africa and in 1990 was the head of the Political Committee
of the Office of the President of the ANC. In her interview with Hilda Bernstein,
Ginwala said that while she had seen some progress in the movement, in the past
women were not taken seriously in the ANC. According to Ginwala, even those
woren who achieved senior positions in the movement were appointed to be
secretary rather than chair of a committee or leader of a delegation. 43 Once
again, it seems that the majority of researchers avoided the more tendentious
1ssues raised by an investigation of gender roles within the liberation movements.

WOMEN AND THE ERITREAN PEOPLE'S LIBERATION FRONT

Eritrea is a multi-ethnic state forged through Italian and British colonial rule and,
more impottantly, 30 years of struggle for national liberation from Ethiopia
between 1961 and 1991. Throughout these periods, women have played diverse
and ofien contradictory roles. However, it was their role as combatants under the
Eritrean People's Liberation Front (EPLF) - which later evolved into the ruling
state party - that received most coverage. Female combatants served as a symbol
of the EPLF's modemization indicating that Eritreans were politically and
socially developed and therefore deserving of independence. As a result, foreign
journalists, photographers and academics were encouraged to focus on female
fighters. 4

Yet, most coverage left many unanswered questions about the value of
female fighters and the nature of combat. The discourse of the EPLF addressed
aspects of these dilemmas, especially in its attitude towards the Eritrean
Liberation Front (ELF), the rival liberation front from which the EPLF split.
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Women were portrayed as subordinate in the ELF because of the negligible
numbers who fought. As a National Union of Eritrean Women (NUEW) leaflet
explained, the ELF:

...fully espoused the women-denigrating reactionary ideology,
[and] prohibited them from performing their revolutionary duties... the
participation of women in the armed struggle was thus greatly
discouraged and limited until the 1970s, [however they were] active in
preparing food for the fighters, propounding revolutionary music and
other useful, even if subordinate roles (collecting and passing on to the
Front information on enemy movements etc.). [authors' emphasis] 45

Non-Eritrean visitors reinforced this view. Nicole Cowan, for example, argued
that the women who were included in the ELF were 'invariably confined to the
traditional female roles of cooking and nursing.'46 Conversely, it was only
within the EPLF, she claimed, that 'women [were] deliberately and seriously
included in the military and political struggle for independence’ and allowed to
"fight and die in the Front alongside men."4”7 Death and maiming became central
symbols of resistance for the EPLF and the NUEW. Both organizations
emphasized the many women who:

...lost their eyes, legs or other parts fighting for the glorious
aims of dignity and liberation. There are those who have also lost their
lives in combat, those heroes will always be remembered by their
people with great pride... All these feats of heroism that Eritrean
women are demonstrating in practice are tearing apart the reactionary
feudal myth that 'women are weaklings.' 45

In apparent contrast to the ELF, EPLF women were symbols of sacrifice as well
as representatives of national modemity. They were modern because they had
carned the right te bear arms and they constituted symbols of sacrifice as they
were killed or torn apart in a demonstration of their love for the nation. A
woman's death or disfigurement allowed her to transcend boundaries and enter
the male world of martyrdom. As Trish Silkin, another non-Eritrean, observed:.

[s]ome male fighters have married women so disabled through
battle injuries that the men, inevitably, will take the major responsibility
for domestic chores, and such examples are cited by the EPLF as
instances of old practices and prejudices breaking down. 4°

As with other liberation struggles, these transformations did not necessanly



Mark Israel, Tanya Lyons and Chrisine Mason 205

continue after national liberation was won. Indeed, these representations gloss
over the difficulties that women faced as women during the struggles. For
example, it was clear that non-combatant or auxiliary roles were subordinate
options and that the EPLF and NUEW felt the consequences were grave:

[Under the ELF] women were barred from joining the ranks of
the liberation army because of the feudal attitudes of the then existing
leadership. Such an attitude prevented women from playing their
revolutionary role of liberating their nation, their people and themselves
to the full, and this had a negative effect on their development. 50

Of course, the NUEW document neither explains why non-combatant roles
should be dismissed or why women developed as a group through fighting. Even
more seriously, as in the Southern African cases, descriptions of Eritrean women
in combat largely omit the failure of women to advance to senior positions as
well as problems of sexual harassment and assault within the EPLF. The
willingness of one survivor of sexual assault to talk about her experiences is
therefore quite unusual:

I had not been a member for very long and I was very naive. 1
knew some fighters had sexual relationships with each other but I didn't
want to. It became difficult for me with one man, and it is probably my
fault for going out to the bushes alone one night, but he found me and
raped me. 1 didn't tell anyone. I was scared of him and he never did it
again, so I just tried to forget. After liberation, I did tell some people and
I found I was not the only one this happened to but still no one talks
about it, not in the open. 3!

The failure to accept former female combatants after independence stands in
stark contrast to the representation of women in the struggle.52 Frequently, the
difficulties that female ex-combatants faced were explained in terms of the
failings of the individual women themselves: they were from 'bad families'; one
of their parents was 'not Eritrean'; she was influenced by outside forces, and so
on.53 Rarely, if ever, has the official representation of the part played by women
in Eritrean liberation been challenged publicly.

RECONSTITUTING RESISTANCE
In her book on war and gender in South Africa, Jacqueline Cock argued that if

we were to recognize the contributions of different women to the liberation
struggles, then we needed to alter our perception of what constituted resistance.
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Cock suggested that we should move beyond a notion of resistance as combat,
although she stopped short of exploring what such a concept might
incorporate, 4

There 1s a line of argument within social theory that suggests that
resistance should not only be looked for in formal political programs and military
struggle, but in the practices of everyday life as people attempt to defy and
reorder power relations.

For Foucault, for example, resistance is rooted in the minutiae of small-
scale refusals. In Foucault's terms, resistance is revealed in the daily struggles at
grass-roots level, among those whose fights are located in the fine meshes of the
web of power. 1t is, for example, found in the 'opposition to the power of men
over women, of parents over children, of psychiatry over the mentally ill, of
medicine over the population, of administration over the ways people live.' 3%
These types of resistance are transversal, targeted at immediate, local exercises
of power over individuals. Consequently, there is

...a plurality of resistances, each of them a special case:
resistances that are possible, necessary, improbable; others that are
spontaneous, savage, solitaty, concerted, rampant, or violent; still others
that are quick to compromise, interested, or sacrificial. 50

In short, where there is power, there is resistance and this resistance occurs
through a very wide range of diverse, heterogeneous locationally-specific
practices. Resistance may be found in the recognizably political; it may also lie
in' informal political activity; it may also occur in everyday small-scale
practices,”’ some of which may be gendered.® Resistance therefore
incorporates:

...a warren of minute, individual, autonomous tactics and
strategies which counter and inflect the visible facts of overall
domination, and whose purposes and calculations, desires and choices
resist any simple division into the political and the apolitical. >

In the case of the armed struggle, resistance might include running missions,
collecting intelligence, smuggling arms and ammunition or committing sabotage.
However, it might also include the provision of food, information, shelter and
equipment to members of combat units. As one Zimbabwean woman, Margaret
Viki, stated:

...if the women had not been there the freedom fighters would
not have won the war. Women did a great job. Cooking and providing
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food for the freedom fighters was a way of fighting on its own. Women
cooked and were beaten by [Rhodesian] soldiers for doing this.60

Similar accounts emerged from Eritrean women who participated in the
resistance movement. One informant, Leila, explained her role in the struggle:

I bundled up some food like a baby under my clothes and
found fighters to feed them... another woman once took a gun and two
knives this way too, it was a good way because we were never checked,
not in the early years. No one ever thought a woman would be hiding a
gun, 61

It may be tempting to be dismissive of these forms of resistance. However as
James Scott recognized 'it is well to recall that the aggregation of thousands upon
thousands of such "petty" acts of resistance have dramatic economic and political
effects.’ 62

For many kinds of resistance, we have good reason to expect that actors
will not divulge their activities. The safety of them, their families and supporters
may depend on silence, their struggle may require anonymity and their intentions
may be so natural as to be unremarkable, or unable {o be articulated. Instead,
James Scott suggested that resistance may be articulated through hidden
transcripts. As indignities and symbolic violence increase against subordinate
groups, more of the hidden transcripts may become visible, culminating in more
acts of open defiance. An analysis of the role of women in liberation struggles
may look (as we have done) at armed struggle. It should, however, also be alert
to far more subtle forms of resistance, many of which occur in secret for fear of
the possible reaction not only of host and home regimes but also of the
disapproval of male members of the movements. 63

CONCLUSION

Peniston-Bird concluded that it is the presence of both consistency and diversity
in the experiences of women in the military that makes this area so rich for
analysis. 4 While we acknowledge the diverse nature of the colonial,
neocolonial and postliberation experiences, we maintain that there are
considerable similarities in the representations and experiences of women's
involvement in the armed struggles of Zimbabwe, South Africa and Eritrea.

In this article, we have argued that women's participation was neither
simply 'glorious' nor 'equal’ with men. While some women did engage the enemy
in military action, patriarchal attitudes structured the division of labor in
ZANLA, MK and the EPLE. Women were far less likely than men to be involved
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in armed engagement and much more likely to be found in support roles and, as
Urdang noted in her work on Mozambique, other inglorious but important tasks.
They undertook them with little acknowledgement. Their work was carried out
under threat of violence from the state institutions and sometimes in the face of
sexist attitudes, sexual harassment and perhaps in some cases even sexual assault
from their colleagues.

If we are serious about acknowledging the complex nature of women's
positions in the armed struggles, following Cock and Schwartz and drawing on
the theoretical work of Foucault and Scott, we suggest that in wars of national
liberation the content and context of resistance should be widened to include, at
the very least, non-combat activities necessary to sustain military action. Any
narrower view of resistance might either exclude the part played by many
women in liberation or encourage the sort of glorification of relatively
uncommon activities in which a significant part of the analysis of these African
liberation struggles has engaged.

It is possible that the failure to acknowledge during the struggle the
roles that women were playing in resistance had serious consequences for
women in postliberation societies making it easier for their voices to be
marginalized.®5 We claim that a re-conception of the role of women in the armed
struggles is impertant for future scholars but it may also be of value for
subsequent liberation movements and postliberation societies as they grapple
with national identities, myths and gender politics.
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