
Australian Archaeology 
 

 
 

Archived at Flinders University: dspace.flinders.edu.au
 
 
Full Citation Details: 
Dix, W. 1977. Summary report on current archaeological research 
supported by the Australian Institute of Aboriginal Studies.  
'Australian Archaeology', no.6, 52-55 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

brought to you by COREView metadata, citation and similar papers at core.ac.uk

provided by Flinders Academic Commons

https://core.ac.uk/display/14929187?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=pdf-decoration-v1


References 

G i l l ,  E.D. 

G i l l ,  E.D. 

G i l l ,  E.D. 

G i l l ,  E.D. 

Wit ter ,  D.C. 

Aboriginal  Kitchen Middens and Marine Shell  Beds. 
Mankind 4 (6)  : 249-53 

Geological  Evidence i n  Western Victoria R e l a t i v e  
t o  the Antiqui ty  o f  the A u s t r a l i a n  Aborigines .  
Memoirs of the NationuZ Museum of Victoriu 
18: 25-92 

Aboriginal  Midden S i t e s  i n  Western V i c t o r i a ,  
Dated by Radiocarbon Analysis .  Mankind 5:51-5 

Evolution of the Warrnambool-Port F a i r y  Coast  and 
t h e  Tower H i l l  Erupt ion,  Western V i c t o r i a .  I n  
J . N .  Jennings and J-A. Mabbutt (Eds.) Landform 
Studies f rom Austral ia  and P I e u  Guinea. A u s t r a l i a n  
~ a t i o ~ l  Univers i ty  P r e s s ,  Canberra pp. 341-64 

1976 The Prehistory of the Aborigines of the Warrnambool 
Coast. Pub l i c i t y  Pamphlet f o r  the V i c t o r i a  Archaeolog ica l  
Survey. (Out o f  p r i n t .  ) 

P.J.F. Cou t t s  and 
D.C. W i t t e r  

Victoria Archaeological  Survey 

SUMMARY R E P O R T  ON CURRENT A R C H A E O L O G I C A L  R E S E A R C H  
SUPPORTED BY THE AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE O F  ABORIGINAL STUDIES 

Grants 

Grants were awarded i n  September 1975, Apr i l  and October 1976 and 
Xarch 1977. Current  lists a r e  publ ished i n  AIAS Newsle t te r s  twice  
annually.  Grants  l i k e l y  t o  be of i n t e r e s t  t o  t h e  members of  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  
Archaeological Associat ion are l i s t e d  below, i n  no p a r t i c u l a r  o rde r .  N o  
attempt is made t o  show whether t h e  e x t e n t  of  suppo r t  by the I n s t i t u t e  
is a major o r  minor con t r i bu t i on  t o  the t o t a l  c o s t  of t h e  p r o j e c t .  

9.J. Lourandos A study of Aboriginal s u b s i s t e n c e  and s e t t l emen t  
i n  southwestern V ic to r i a .  

An i nves t i ga t i on  of Aus t r a l i an  small t o o l  i n d u s t r i e s  
with p a r t i c u l a r  re fe rence  t o  Western A u s t r a l i a .  

A. .Eosenf e l d  A s tudy of  p r e h i s t o r i c  rock a r t  i n  t h e  Laura a r e a .  

Archaeological & Library search  f o r  information r e l a t i n g  to  
Aboriginal Re l ics  Aboriginal s i t e s  i n  V ic to r i a .  
0C.c d ~ A  rcor ,  V i c to r i a  

Archived at Flinders University: dspace.flinders.edu.au



Aboriginal & Historical  
Relics Administration, 
South Australia 

Continuation of Murray Valley s i t e  recording. 

National Parks C Wildlife 
Service, Tasmania 

S i t e  recording in  Tasmania. 

The ident i f icat ion of an ethnobotanical 
collection from northeast Arnhem Land, and 
the  preparation of a reference herbarium 
collection. 

N.H. Sca r l e t t  

The 'Contact' Aboriginal material culture of 
southeastern Australia (Victoria 1 . 

C .P. Cooper 

R .A. Luebbers A study of Wyrie Swamp wqod technology. 

E.W. Oribin Exploration of Aboriginal rock a r t  s i t e s  i n  
southeastern Cape York. 

P .J .  Trezise, 
& D. Roughsey 

An evaluation of mammal remains from Devil's 
Lair with special reference to  d i f fe ren t ia l  
bone use. 

Photogrammetry p i l o t  recording project  of 
rock ar t  i n  northeastern South Australia. 

Aboriginal & Historical  
Relics Administration, 
South Australia 

Analysis of stone tool industries from the 
Grampians (Victoria) . 
Si t e  recorder, Sydney d i s t r i c t  (two years 1 . 

D. Parsons 

National Parks 6 Wildlife 
Service, N e w  South Wales 

Preparation of a computerized catalogue of 
Aboriginal ethnographic collection i n  the 
Australian Museum. 

Australian Museum, Sydney 

National Museum of 
Victoria 

Assistant t o  the cataloguer of the Donald 
Thompson collection. 

Restoration of bone from the Roonka excavation. G.L. Pret ty  

Dept. Aboriginal & Islander Employment of an archaeologist for  survey and 
Advancement, Queensland recording of Aboriginal s i t e s .  

J. Archer Exploration and recording of Aboriginal 
painting s i t e s  i n  the Laura area. 

H.R. Alien Survey and excavation of t w o  archaeological 
s i t e s ,  East Alligator River and Western 
Arnhem Land. 

Research by I n s t i t u t e  S t a f f  

I n  addit ion,  staff a t  t h e  Institute have enqaqed i n  various research 
pro5ects. O f  -particular in te res t  i s  t h e  work of Dr M .  Lorbl.anchet w h o  
work& in  the Grampians i n  V i c t o r i a ,  concentrating o n  Glenisla shelter,  
which contains about 2650 _paintings. His study, carried out a t  the 
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reques t  of t h e  Archaeological and Aboriginal  Re l i c s  Of f i c e ,  
~ e l b o u r n e ,  had s e v e r a l  aims: (a) t o  make a very  a c c u r a t e  
c h a r t  of  a pa in ted  and weathered wa l l  i n  o rde r  t o  p rov lde  
a b a s i s  of  comparison f o r  f u t u r e  s tudy  and assessment  of 
weathering and e ros ion ;  (b) t o  develop new and s p e c i a l i s e d  
recording methods s u i t a b l e  f o r  the record ing  of f a i n t  
f i g u r e s  superimposed i n  g r e a t  numbers on w a l l s  which have 
va r i ed  n a t u r a l  weathering f e a t u r e s  ; (c 1 t o  s tudy  t h e  
superimposi t ions of t he  f i gu re s ,  a d d i t i o n s  t o  them and 
t h e i r  re touching with a view t o  a s s e s s i n g  the accuracy 
of  the Aboriginal information g iven  t o  t h e  f i r s t  s e t t l e r s  
i n  the a r ea .  Mrb l anche t ' s  s tudy of  G len i s l a  s h e l t e r  was 
complemented i n  May by s eve ra l  excava t ions  c a r r i e d  o u t  
by D r  P. Cout ts ,  one a t  t h e  f o o t  of  t h e  pa in ted  wa l l ,  

~ u & i n ~  August and September 1975, Lorblanchet  worked 
wi th  Mr E. V i r i l i  on the  Dampier engravings and commenced 
an  in-depth study of  same of those  s i t e s .  

I n  1976 Lorblanchet spent  a further 4% months a t  Dampier. 
His work included an excavation of t h e  Skew Valley midden and 
t h e  s tudy of the rock engravings i n  Skew Val ley  and i n  Gum 
Tree Val ley near Dampier. 

Excavation of the midden: More t han  10  tonnes of  sediment of 
t h e  midden have been thoroughly examined dur ing  t h e  1 0  week 
excavat ion,  The deposit is formed of two main superimposed 
l a y e r s  : 

the t op  l aye r ,  of b iva lve  s h e l l s ,  has numerous 
a r t e f a c t s  of two types, some being  l a r g e  and 
obtained from rough l o c a l  s t ones  (mainly c o r e s ) ,  
t h e  o t h e r s  being s m a l l  (m ic ro l i t h s  and backed 
b lades)  and made from f i n e r  s t ones  which sometimes 
a r e  from a d i f f e r e n t  l o c a l i t y .  I n  this l a y e r  f ou r  
engraved rocks were buried i n  t h e  s h e l l s ;  

t h e  b o t t m  l a y e r  has gastropods and b i g  tools on ly .  

Several  i n t e r e s t i n g  observat ions have been made on t h e  midden 
s t r u c t u r e ,  on the topographic d i s t r i b u t i o n  of  t h e  implements, a l s o  
on a ground oven, pos tho les ,  s h e l l  and charcoa l  l en se s ,  e t c .  

About 200 engraved panels  have been s t ud i ed  thoroughly 
by Lorblanchet a t  Dampier. H e  worked i n  six d i f f e r e n t  samplinq 
a r e a s  - i n  every case  n o t  only the rock engravings have been 
traced and photographed but a l s o  a d e t a i l e d  map of each of t h e  
aroups of f i g u r e s  has been made. A l l  t h e  engraved boulders  
have been p l o t t e d  on hiqhly d e t a i l e d  p l ans  prepared by E. Virili 
and  a d e s c r i p t i v e  list of a l l  t h e  f i g u r e s  has been c a r r i e d  out. 
A l l  t h e  d a t a  provided by t h i s  f i e l d  work w i l l  be  publ ished i n  
a monoqraph wr i t t en  i n  collaboration with  V i r i l i .  

An expedi t ion t o  t h e  F l i nde r s  I s l ands ,  September-October 
1974 ,  was a j o i n t  p r o j e c t  which engaged i n  mapping and documenting 
s i t e s  known t o  t he  Aboriginal members of  t h e  e x p d i t i o n .  The 
i s l a n d s  are s i t u a t e d  a t  the  foot o f  P r ince s s  C h a r l o t t e  Bay, 
o r  t he  east coas t  of the Cape York Peninsula .  M r  P. Sut ton  
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( t hen  l i n g u i s t i c  r e s e a r c h  o f f i c e r  a t  t h e  AIAS)  continued 
h i s  s t udy  o f  t h e  l o c a l  language and c o l l e c t e d  t e x t s  of 
s t o r i e s  (myths) and songs; he and Dr A. Chase mapped 
Abor ig ina l  p l a c e  names and c l a n  and language boundaries. 
Lorblanchet  and Dr Layton recorded rock a r t ,  map?ed 
h a b i t a t i o n  sites, c o l l e c t e d  small samples from s h e l l  
middens, and at tempted to document t h e  c u l t u r a l  con tex t  
of rock  p a i n t i n g .  

A map o f  t h e  a r e a  was prepared showing the s i z e  and 
l o c a t i o n  of each c l a n  count ry  and information was obtained 
on movement by o u t r i g g e r  canoe between coun t r i e s  a t  e i t h e r  
end o f  Ba thu r s t  Bay ( a  d i s t a n c e  of  20 m i l e s ) ,  on t h e  
reasons  f o r  t r a v e l ,  and on r e l a t i o n s  o f  t r ade ,  warfare  and 
ceremonial  ga the r i ngs  between speakers of d i f f e r e n t  
languages. Genealogies were co l l e c t ed  which suggest  
t h e  e x t e n t  of i n t e rmar r i age  between c o a s t a l  groups. 
Hab i t a t i on  s i t e s  (both rock  s h e l t e r s  and ,open a r e a s  of 
f o r e sho re )  were r e l a t e d  t o  c l a n  coun t r i e s .  D r  D. Harris 
of  Un ive r s i t y  Col lege,  Iondon, joined t h e  expedi t ion  f o r  
a b r i e f  p e r i o d  t o  carry o u t  e thnobotanical  research  which 
demonstrated that su rv iv ing  food d e b r i s  i n  t h e  s h e l t e r s  
r e p r e s e n t s  on ly  a smal l  f r a c t i o n  of the t o t a l  d i e t .  
In format ion  a v a i l a b l e  on t h e  rock a r t  showed t h a t  d e s p i t e  
a u n i f o m i t y  of  s t y l e ,  rock  pa in t i ngs  were made i n  a t  
l e a s t  t h r e e  con t ex t s .  I n  one ins tance  a l a r g e  pa in t i ng  
of  a n  a n c e s t r a l  f i g u r e  i n  h i s  animal form was found a t  h i s  
S tory-place.  A t  ano ther  important  mythological s i t e ,  
s o r c e r y  p a i n t i n g s  were executed i n  s h e l t e r s  s a id  t o  be 
t h e  t ransformed remains o f  t h e  heroes '  bark hu t .  Pa in t i ngs  
a t  h a b i t a t i o n  sites were s a i d  t o  have been p u t  t h e r e  by men 
t o  r e co rd  t h e i r  v i s i t s  t o  t h e  l o c a l i t y .  I t  was pos s ib l e  
t o  r e v i s i t  s i t e s  recorded by Hale and Tindale  i n  1926, and 
check t h e i r  ske t ches  and photographs of pa in t i ngs  a g a i n s t  
t h e  a c t u a l  f i g u r e s .  V e r y  l i t t l e  weathering had occurred 
du r ing  t h e  i n t e rven ing  per iod .  

D r  D. Horton i s  c u r r e n t l y  engaged i n  fauna1 ana lyses  
o f  excava t ion  s i t e s  a t  Laura, Louisa Fay, Lancefield,  
Dampier and NW Tasmania. The Laura work is almost cumpleted 
and is  be ing  w r i t t e n  up. Bones from the f i r s t  excavat ion 
a t  Louisa Bay have been analysed,  bu t  t h e  much l a r g e r  sample 
from t h e  second excava t ion  has  no t  y e t  been done. Work a t  
Lancef ie ld  i s  s t i l l  i n  p rogress .  A f u r t h e r  excavation was 
c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  1977 t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  secondary channel 
d e p o s i t  found i n  t h e  1976 excavations. Although it now seems 
u n l i k e l y  t h a t  nan was a s soc i a t ed  with the  megafauna a t  
Lancef ie ld  ( o r  a t  l e a s t  w i th  the primary bone'bed) t h e  
work on t h i s  s i t e  i s  o f  cons iderab le  s i gn i f i c ance  to 
archaeology and palaeonto logy  i n  Aus t r a l i a .  The very l a r g e  
samples ob t a ined  and t h e i r  exce l l en t  p reserva t ion  w i l l  
p rov ide  va luab l e  w i d e n c e  about the  biology of megafaunal 
S-wcies ,  t h e  reasons  f o r  t h e i r  dea th ,  and the  accumulation 
of Scnes a t  t h i s  s i t e .  Such evidence w i l l  be of g r ea t  va lue  
i n  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of  o t h e r  P le i s tocene  s i t e s  i n  Aus t r a l i a ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  t hose  where t h e r e  i s  t he  p o s s i b i l i t y  of a s soc i a t i on  
between man and megafauna. 

W .  Dix 
Aus t ra l ian  I n s t i t u t e  of 
Aboriginal S tud ies  
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