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v e r t i c a l  logs w i l l  be undertaken i n  September. The w e l l  w i l l  
a l s o  be excavated, the  weather and t h e  cond i t ion  of t h e  s i d e s  
permit t ing . 
Environmental Impact Surveys 

A survey f o r  Nabalco i n  an a r e a  of  M e l v i l l e  Bay was made 
i n  December 1974 by E. Crosby. 

L. Haglund is cu r ren t ly  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  sites i n  the  
McArthur River a rea  f o r  Mount I s a  Mines. 

The C. S. I. R. 0 .  ' S research a r e a  Kapalga has  a l ready 
yielded some i n t e r e s t i n g  su r face  ma te r i a l  and i t  is  hoped 
t h a t  de ta i l ed  site repor t s  w i l l  become ava i l ab le .  

Eleanor Crosby , 
Curator of Archaeology 6 
Anthropology, 

Museums & A r t  G a l l e r i e s  of  
t h e  Northern T e r r i t o r y  

DARWIN 

ACTIVITIES OF THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF VICTORIA 
CONCERNING THE CONJZUENCE SITE OF THE DRY CREEK AND THE 

MARIBYRNONG RIVER I N  19 7 4/ 7 5 

Excavations had t o  be terminated because, though permission 
f o r  f u r t h e r  explora t ion  was sought,  t h i s  was n o t  granted by t h e  
Victorian Archaeological and Aboriginal  Re l i c s  Off i c e .  

A gran t  from the  Aust ra l ian  I n s t i t u t e  of Aboriginal  S tud ies  
however made i t  poss ib le  t o  begin wi th  t h e  order ing  of t h e  l a r g e  
archaeological  ma te r i a l  and of t h e  r e l evan t  f i e l d  notes  which had 
accumulated s i n c e  co l l ec t ion  of m a t e r i a l  began i n  1952. Excavation 
by the  Archaeological Society a t  t h i s  s i te  began i n  1966. The 
excavations made i t  poss ib le  t o  produce a comprehensive s t r a t i g r a p h y  
of t h e  confluence area .  

The l a r g e  amount of a rchaeologica l  m a t e r i a l  c o l l e c t e d  and 
excavated f a l l s  i n t o  th ree  main ca t egor i e s  which r e q u i r e  d i f f e r e n t  
approaches f o r  analys is .  

A. Material  co l l ec t ed  from t h e  present  beds of Dry Creek and 
Maribyrnong River. 

B. Mater ia l  co l lec ted  from t h e  a l l u v i a l  accumulations of  t h e  
r i v e r  te r races .  
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C. Excavation of i n  s i h  human occupation l e v e l s  on flood-plain 
t e r r a c e s .  

S ince  1954 I have c a l l e d  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  presence of human 
occupation a t  t h e  s i t e ,  predat ing  the  Upper Ple is tocene .  I n  the 
in t e rven ing  yea r s ,  and a s  a r e s u l t  of excavation, the ava i l ab le  
m a t e r i a l  has  accumulated t o  such an ex ten t ,  t h a t  by now a f i n a l  
assessment can be  made, which must decide the i ssue .  

It was decided t o  begin ordering and analysing the  
ma te r i a l  from the  o l d e s t  s t r a t i g r a p h i c  l e v e l ,  an archaic  r i v e r  
bed (Bain's Quarry), which appears d iscordant ly  cu t  a t  a higher 
l e v e l  i n  t h e  Ke i lo r  Lava P l a i n  than the  Arundel Terrace. 

Progress ing  from t h e  o ldes t  t o  t h e  younger l e v e l s  o f f e r s  
a d d i t i o n a l  c r i t e r i a  f o r  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  of human o r i g i n  of the 
m a t e r i a l  s e l e c t e d  from t h e  t o r r e n t  gravels:  

The emergence of new forms i n  younger l eve l s ,  which a r e  
n o t  p resen t  a t  a l l  i n  the  o lde r  ones. 

The d e t e c t i o n  of typologic and technologic evolution of 
t h e  same a r t e f a c t u a l  types,  again wi th  the  proviso t h a t  
younger forms, e.g. t h e  technological ly o r  typologica l ly  
more developed specimens, emerge exclus ive ly  i n  the 
younger l e v e l s .  

The a s s o c i a t i o n  wi th  a ce r t a in ,  much lower percentage of 
a r c h a i c  types from o lde r  l eve l s  i f  the s t r a t i g r a p h i c  
s i t u a t i o n  makes a de r iva t ion  by eros ion  poss ib le .  

The a s s o c i a t i o n  of human a r t e f a c t s  with a l a r g e  matrix 
of broken and/or r o l l e d  t o r r e n t  gravel .  The matrix must 
show t h e  same o r  s i m i l a r  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of breaking through- 
ou t ,  a s  mechanical forces  remain the same, whereas human 
a r t e f a c t s  must d i sp lay ,  agains t  t h i s  constant  background, 
p rogress ive  change amenable t o  an ana lys i s  of t h e i r  l o g i c a l  
s t r u c t u r i n g .  

Having s o  f a r  assembled three  complexes, which a l l  predate the 
s t r a t i g r a p h i c  l e v e l  of t h e  beginning of  the Younger Pa laeo l i th i c  
i n d u s t r i e s  i n  t h e  a r e a  (base of D Clay) I bel ieve  t h a t  t he  above 
c r i t e r i a  a r e  m e t .  

I n  add i t ion  t o  t h e  above, the l a r g e  number of the  specimens 
a v a i l a b l e  makes argumentation va l id  through the  use of s t a t i s t i c s  
(measurements and t h e i r  consistency,  e.g. s t anda rd i sa t ion ) ,  form and 
funct ion ,  technologic f e a t u r e s ,  e t c .  The f i n a l  r e s u l t s  w i l l  be put 
before  an a n t i c i p a t e d  Conference a t  Melbourne Universi ty,  November 
1975 and w i l l  be  t h e  sub jec t  of a documented Report t o  the  I n s t i t u t e  
of Aboriginal  S tud ies  i n  December 1975. 

The c o l l e c t i o n  i s  s e t  up a t  the Keilor  Municipal Museum, and 
is f u l l y  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  s tudy,  by anybody in t e re s t ed .  Each specimen 
has a f i e l d  number and a museum access number. The f i e l d  number 
secures  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  wi th  the  f i e l d  notes.  Every specimen has an 
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individual  f i l e  card, which contains measurements, i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  
numbers, relevant f i e l d  notes, reference t o  f i e l d  photographs i f  
any, and an ou t l ine  drawing. A Museum access number l i s t  gives 
cross  reference to  the  f i e l d  number. The f i l e  card system has 
been assembled according t o  the  es tab l i shed  type complexes 
("industries") which a r e  the same as the  s to rage  i n  d isplay 
v i t r i n e s ,  chest  of drawers and s torage racks. 

D r  Alexander Gallus 

CANBERRA ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY - 1974-5 

Increasing governmental awareness of t h e  need f o r  conservation 
of not  only the environment but  of t h e  country 's  he r i t age ,  and the  
almost unbelievable speed a t  which Canberra's suburbs a r e  sprawling 
across former grazing lands, have combined t o  g ive  t h e  Canberra 
Archaeological Society (CAS) i ts f i r s t  fieldwork f o r  a couple of 
years. Prompted by the  march of red and grey b r i c k  bungalows which 
devour severa l  hectares  of r o l l i n g  grazing country each week o r  two, 
the Department of the  Capital  Ter r i to ry ,  through its Conservation 
and Agriculture Branch, has commissioned t h e  CAS t o  do a s i te  survey 
i n  the  Gungahlin area  where a new s a t e l l i t e  c i t y  has been pegged out .  
An area of about 75 square kilometres, it is  contained between the  
Barton and Federal Highways, running nor th  and e a s t  of the  Canberra 
City centre ,  and extends from t h e  edges of creeping suburbia t o  t h e  
northernmost border of the  Austral ian Capi ta l  Ter r i to ry .  

Under the  d i rec t ion  of M r  P. Bellwood, Society member and 
l ec tu re r  i n  the  Austral ian National Univers i ty ' s  Department of 
Prehistory and Anthropology, members have i n  the  f i r s t  day of the  
survey, located nine s c a t t e r s  of a r t i f a c t s ,  bu t  n o t  necessa r i ly  any 
d i s t i n c t  s i t e s .  A pa t t e rn  has not  y e t  emerged, bu t  with an expected 
40 Society members and volunteers,  broken i n t o  groups of f i v e ,  
surveying the  area i n  the  next two f u l l  days of fieldwork, a p i c t u r e  
of the archaeological value of t h e  a rea  must emerge f o r  t h e  f i n a l  
report  t o  the government before Christmas . 

I ron ica l ly ,  a few of the  CAS members helping with the  f i e l d -  
work a r e  public servants  who have been involved i n  the  planning of 
Gungahlin which w i l l ,  within a decade, be the  hunting grounds of 
milk bar  cowboys. Public servants form a high percentage of t h e  
membership of the  Society - a s  would be expected i n  the  pub l i c  
se rv ice  c a p i t a l  - but students and profess ional  p reh i s to r i ans ,  
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