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Dear Judge and Mrs, Blackman,

Just a brief note to thank you for your many kindnesses
to me last week in Rochester. It was so very pleasanbt--and it
made my job so much easisr--to be greetéd as a decent person
trying to do a Job, rather than an ogre,

With this ing mind, I am more than a little embarrassed

to send you bthe article I wrote, since 1t contalns several errors. .; qf

You see, your telex set up in Rochester (the Western Union press
wire) turned out to be, shall we say, less than adequate, That,
I think, is as generous as I can get, Six hours after I had - B
submitted my copy, it s8till hadn't been telegraphed to Washington.
My bogses, by then climbing the walls, decided to have me dictate
all 18 pages of it over the telephone~-which I did, Taus,
apparently, your comment on judicial labels--"decelving“--

was heard, and printed,as "dsfsating,"

But worse than that, because there was so little time left,
the editors cub the =m story to rit "the news hak holé"~-and in
their frantic hurry to meet the deadline, made at least kZwmx
three mistakes I see offhand, Most grievously, in cutting the
soecfion about your thwarted medical ambitiong, they also: =
cut out your connsction with the Mayo Clinie, I know most people
won't miss that, but I know you will, and for this, Imwally:
do apclogize. Second hy eliminating the anecdote about your
courtship resuming after a year, the line about your enot: marrying
for three years suddenly is a yoar shy, And thlrd, you may:
notlcé, near the end that a couple of guotes are run into each
other,

This 1s the only newspaper I know of--bssides our sistar
paper, the Wall Street Journal--whesre misbakes are really very’
rarely made, I only know of three othsrs in my stories of the
last two years, Thus, I am particularly distressed about this,
I hope you will understand that when man's luperfectness is

coupled with a telegraphic disaster, one 1s left with little. cogtrol

and is just left to do the best he can, I am also sorry that
we lost a good deal of the article because of space limitations,
Nonetheless, I hope you find the 80 per cent that saw print
interesting and-~with the exceptions I have noted--accurate.
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With my apologies behind me, I might add that my bosses
were very impressed with what I w@pte of ‘your qualifications
and background, Mrs,, Blackmun, you might like to know that
two of the guys in my office commented on how prétty you .
are and added that you sound like "quite a chiok." ~And our
art editor noted that the plcture of you two zkmmx 1is one

of "those rare portraits of honest affection,”

I am enclosing for you a complimentary subscription
to the Observer, If you'll Just £111:ouy the form snclosed
and send 1t off in the enclosed envelope, you will peceive the
paper until such time as you wmay want to discontinus it.
If you have any troubls receiving the dahn thing, please let
me know, since occasionally our computers geét fouled up and
need a little prod from an interestsd party, -

Lastly, I would:like to extend an invitation to both of
yous The Women's National Press Club is having its 50th
anuiversary dinner June 5, and I believe the President will
be the speaker: I have invitodzdimweasscthmmpaakax throe
‘or four guests, lncluding Chief Justice and Mrs. Burger.

I don't know yet whether thégmmmx Chief Justice will be
able to come, but I hope so,
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In any event, I would be most honored if you also would
be my guests., It is a formsl dinner, but the tables are set
up in a small, informal way. The program is usually pretty
amusing. - And if nothing else, it's fun to VIP watche I
really think you would enjoy yourself, and I would love Lo have
you. Please let me know if you can come, That way I can
make our reservations, and if anything comes up, I can always
cancel them,

In parting, let me offer to help you any way I can when--amd
if~-(not and/or, please note, Mr. Frankfurter@) you move to
Waghlogbton. Please, if you nesd some househunting help, or
sven Just an extra pair of hands to help wmkx wagsh dishes, -
give me a call, 1I'd lovs to help, And Mrs, B,, if you need .
& place for a quick change near the C=pitol durinz ths hearings,
my house if just a few blocks away, and I!d be glad to give you
a koy, My home number is 202-543-6873. Work is 301-622-2900, -

I hope you'll forgive my kusyxiypimgx lousy typilng--see what’
I means If I would do the proper thing, and try to write you . ~
a "clean" letter, I'd be here all night, Aeain, thsnks so -
much for everything. IR

Sincerely,
= T

Nina Totenbérg _




