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The purpose of the research was to study how Finnish lower-stage schools participating in the
international network of UNESCO schools, also called the Associated Schools Project (ASP), prepare
their students for the future at the level of their school-based curriculums. In the research, the future
trends were discussed, and the importance of their consideration in educational practice was explained
from a global viewpoint: Based on the examination of today´s problematic world state, and development
trends characterized by globalization, the challenges and demands set for schooling and education in the
future were discussed. Understanding the significance of an individual´s action and responsibility was
considered to be the central resource for building a more just and sustainable future. 

The study was grounded on a theoretical model developed by the researcher, which combined the models
of Dalin & Rust (1996) and UNESCO (Delors et al. 1996) about future-oriented learning. The model
consists of four basic elements of curriculum; “Nature”, “Culture”, “Myself”, and “Others”, and four
dimension of learning; “Learning to know”, “Learning to do”, “Learning to live together” and “Learning
to be”. The model represents the holistic aspect of educational theory, and its aim is to maintain a balance
between its different components. The research material composed of ten lower-stage UNESCO schools´
school-based curriculums. They were analyzed using the theoretical model by the methology of content
analysis. 

The research results were notably consistent between the different schools. They showed cultural
learning and learning concerned with "myself" to be clearly more emphasized than learning referring to
nature and other people. In addition, they reflected the central position of subjects, knowledge and skills,
thus leaving the development of the pupils´ personalities, and particularly learning concerned with living
with other people, in a marginal role. The question about whether the schools prepare for the future in
terms of their curriculums, was discussed in the light of the results.

The research offered a way and a model to approach the relationship between education and the future,
and to evaluate schools´ future-orientation. Based on the results, the schools are suggested to lay more
stress on learning concerned with nature and other people, and focus more on developing the mental
capasities of their pupils and competencies they need for living with other people. Above all, what the
present societies require of schools is education which produces balanced and broadly aware human
beings who have the mental strength to face the challenges of the future and abilities to direct it along the
lines they desire.
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