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CAbstract ] The purpose of this paper was to conclude the development of social network analysis ( SNA) using on patents networks a—
nalysis through the following three aspects: patent citation networks patent collaboration networks and patent technical themes correla—
tion networks. This paper emphasized on the new concepts ideas indicators and algorithms and discussed the functions and prospects
of SNA on patents analysis. The nodes of the networks the paper discussed included patents inventors applicants keywords and pa—
tent classifications while the edges were the links of citations collaborations occurrence or co-occurrence.
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