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Table 1 Current and planned, 36 m& better, land imaging satellites ( order by launch date)

(m) (m) (km)
Landsat 5 1984-3-1 30, 120 185
SPO T-2 1990-1-22 10. 0 20 60
ERS-2 1995421 30. 0
RadarSat 1 1995-11+4 85
IRS1C 1995-12-28 5 8 23,70, 188.3 70, 141, 148, 810
IRS1D 1997-9-29 58 23,70, 188.3 70, 127, 141, 812
SPO T-4 1998324 10. 0 20 60
Landsat 7 1999-4-15 15.0 30, 60 185
IKONOS=2 1999-9-24 1.0 4 11
TERRA( ASTER) 1999-12-15 15, 30,90 60
KOM PSAT-1 1999-12-20 6.6 17
MTI 2000-3-12 5,20 12
Tsinghua-1 (SSTL) 2000-628 40 400
EROS A1 2000-12-5 - 1.8 14
EO-1 2000-12-7 10, 30 7,7,37
QuickBird-=2 2001-10-18 0. 61 2.44 16. 5
Proba 2001-10-22 80 18, 36 14
ENVISAT 2002-3-1 30. 0
SPO T-5 200254 255 10, 20 60
DMC AlSat-1 ( SSTL) 2002-11-28 32 640
OrbView 3 2003-626 1.0 4 8
DMC BilSat ( SSTL) 2003927 12. 6 27.6 24,52
DMC NigeriaSat-1 ( SSTL) 2003927 32 640
DMC UK(SSTIL) 2003927 32 640
IRS ResourceSat-1 2003-10-17 5. 8 5.8,23.5,56 23.9, 141,740
CBERS2 2003-10-21 19. 5 19.5,78, 156, 258 113, 119. 5, 890
RocSat2 2004420 20 8 24
ThaiPhat (SSTL) 2004-12-1 36 600
IRS Cartosat 1 200554 25 30
MONITOR-E-1 2005826 80 20 94, 160
Beijing—1 (SSTL) 2005-10-27 4.0 32 24, 600
TopSat (SSTL) 20051027 25 5 10, 15
ALOS 2006-124 25 10 35,70
ALOS 2006-124 7- 100 20- 350
Razak Saf* 20062-1 25 5
IRS Cartosat 2 2006-3-30 1.0 10
TerraSAR X 2006-4-15 L. O
EROS Bl 2006-4-25 07 7
VinSat-1 (SSTL) 2006-5-1 4.0 32 600
KOMPSAT2 2006-5-1 1.0 4 15
Resurs DK-1(01-N5) 2006-5-1 1.0 3 28
CBERS-2B 2006-6-15 20. 0 20 113
IRS ResourceSat-2 2006-6-15 6.0 6, 23,56 24,140, 740
R26m 2006-9-1 7.5
COSMO-Skymed -1 2006-11-1 1.0
Wo ddView -1 2006-11-11 05 16
RadarSat 2 2006-12-15 30
RISAT 2007-1-30 3.0
OrbView5 2007-3-16 0. 41 1. 64 15
COSMO-Skymed 2 2007-5-1 1.0
Rapid Eye-A 2007-6-1 6.5 78
Rapid Eye-B 2007-6-1 6.5 78
Rapid Eye-C 2007-6-1 6.5 78
Rapid Eye-D 2007-6-1 6.5 78
Rapid Eye-E 2007-6-1 6.5 78
THOES 2007-6-30 20 15 22,90
COSMO-Skymed 3 2007-11-1 1.0
EROS C 2008321 07 2.5 16
X—Sat 2008-4-16 10 50
CBERS-3 2008-5-1 50 20 60, 120
COSMO-Skymed 4 2008-5-1 1.0
Plei ades—1 2008-7-1 0.7 2.8 20
WoddView 2 2008-7-1 05 1.8 16
TerraSAR L 2008-8-15 1.0
Plei ades—2 2009-7-1 0.7 2.8 20
CBERSH4 2010-6-1 50 20 60, 120
LDCM 2010-6-30 10. 0 30 177
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Fig. 2 High resolution land imaging satellites
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Fig. 3 Mid resolution optical land imaging satellites
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Introduction of Global Land Imaging Satellites

W ANG Xue-mei', GAO Feng', M A Min—guo’
(1. The Scientific Information Center for Resources and Environment, Chinese Academy of
Sciences, Lanzhou, 730000, China; 2. Cold and Arid Regions Environmental and Engineering
Research Institute, Chinese Acadmey of Sciences, Lanzhou 730000, China)

Abstract The number of global land imaging satellites is rapidly increasing with the development of satel-
lites technologies. Now 17 countries have middle to high resolution satellites in orbit, and by the end of
decade there would be 20 countries. W. E. Stoney collected information about global landimaging satellite
systems through the open net sources. Then understandable tables and visual figures were made and the
concise and comprehensive Guide to Land Imaging Satellites was edited for broad remote sensing users. In
this technology report, we translated and edited this guide and 1 table and 4 figures were selected. The
aim is to afford references for the internal relative researchers.

Key words Land imaging satellites, Middle and high resolution, In orbit, Planned



