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A study on academic accommodation and assistance that parents of students with
developmental disabilities need: Interviews with parents at schools placing high importance

on achievement

Masako Hino (Centre for Counseling and Development Support Services, University of
Tsukuba, Bunkyo-ku, Tokyo, 112-0012)

Keiko Kumagai (Faculty of Human Sciences, University of Tsukuba, Tsukuba, Ibaraki,
305-8572)

The purpose of this study was to investigate what kind of academic accommodation and assistance is
needed for mothers of children with developmental disabilities at schools placing high importance on
achievement. According to these mothers, their children experienced distress concerning school life and
relationship with friends regardless of the levels of needs for academic assistance. Therefore, the mothers
needed a collaborative network with all the teachers to share information and to help foster independence
in their children. They also wished to have a support team led by the homeroom teacher and to be able to
receive continuous assistance starting at elementary school.

Key words: parental needs, developmental disabilities, school placing high importance on achievement
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